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PREFACE. 



IT feems a fad conjunftion in this day of a ft range fecuri- 
ty moft are fallen into, when fuch unufal awakening pre- 
fages of judgment are, a crying voice from the Lord, but yet 
a deaf ear; how the awe and dread of light, which ufed to 
appear on men^s confcience though otherwife haters thereof, 
is now fo far gone, as if the prefent age had found a new 
way to efcape the moft clear difcoveries of the truth, which 
was not formerly known; which too iadly prefages fome 
flrange and aftoniftiing ftrokes of judgment muft fpeak that, 
which with greateft contempt hath been rcjeded from tjic 
word; Oh that there might be an awakening to duty yet ^^- 
fore the decree bring forthy Zeph. ii. 2. For though repentance 
can never be in vain, where it is in truth, yet it is clear, this 
may come too late to prevent a temporal ftroke; and is there 
not caufe to expefl: the Lord will take fome ftrange way to 
plead for making himfelf known to be God, and enforce the 
certainty and truth of his word^ finc^ men have got fo far be- 
yond the reach of an ordinary cure, that the unheard-of wick- 
ednefs of this time is ciome tp feek its patrociny from Athe- 
ifm; and the alone relief moft feern to have againft the tor*- 
menting fears of future things, and an eternal ft ate, is by 
weakening their affent to the truth; but it is well they can- 
not weaken the truth, which ftands unftiaken, and brings 
fuch an afTurance therewith to thofe who know it, as, can ful- 
ly quiet and fupport the foul, though they were left alone to 
walk in this way. Yea, it is clear, though the power and life 
of godlinefs lie deep and hid, and the experienced Chriftian 
alone hath demonftration of the certainty of fupernatural 
truths, and theii: verification to the fo\iJ, that none el(e q,%\\ 
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know at a cHftance what they feel and affuredly enjoy j yet arc 
the indicia fo obvious, I mean fuch clear, rational, and convin- 
cing evidences of the fame, that how men poffibly fhould get 
thefe put by, and rejefted in this age, is not eafy to compre- 
hend*, but that a real irritation and torment upon their fpirit, 
from fuch clearncfs of evidence now accompanying the truth, 
is the great influencing caufc of fo prodigious an Atheifm 
this day within the church, beyond what hath been in times 
of greater darknefs. For clearing this, and to bear fome 
witnefs to the unfpotted faithfiUmfs of God, which as the 
fun in its ftrcngth keeps its courfe whatever clouds intervene, 
amidft the darknefs and confufions of this time, is this fol- 
lowing difcourfe intended. *. 

For the fubjea, it is great, yea that whereon the whole 
fuperftrudure of truth and godlinefs (lands; fo as it calls for 
fome awful diftance ift our neareft converfe therwith; but 
fuch where with an unfpeakable delight we may fee its aa- 
eient Handing, the fulnefs of evidence it brings there\itrith; 
thefe near and fenfible approaches this hath to a Chriftian's 
foul; that furprifing brightnefs with which it is ftill found to 
break up, when at the darkeft, and as midnight with the 
church; the certainty and fixednefs of its courfe amidft all 
the reelings of the earth 5 its fuitablenefs to anfwer all that 
can moft difquiet any of the faints, and let; them fee how 
clear and ftraight the way of the Lord is, amidft the greateft 
confufions of the time, yea, how vifibly his faithfulnefs is 
commenfurate to the whole work of providence in the earth. 

For the intent and defign of this flxort treatife, the reader 
can moft fitly judge in his perufal; but this, I may fay, with 
fome ferious aim hath been propofed, to appear in behalf of 
the glorious faithfulnefs of God in his word, by witnefling 
thereto in an age, when this was never more direftly im- 
pugned, and all pofiible artifice on foot to caft reproa.ch 
thereon; and for being a help to the Chriftian's }oy,* to (hew 
what this day is under his reach, and near even at his hand, 
for attaining more clear and folid impreffions of the truth, 
and certainty of the Scripture, than moft fecm to look after^ 
when it is too obvious, what hefitation and dark apprehen- 
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PREFACE. 5 

Rons moft have about fpiritual truths, in not knowing the 
great reality which is there, and how no fcience can have 
/uch firm and clear demonftrations; in purfuance of thk 
fcope fofti^ fe^^ things peculiarly intended here, I (hall pre* 
mife: 

1. To witnefs how great and marvellous things this day 
are in our fight, . and have a real being before us ; that none^ 
can deny to be an undoubted produ£t of the Scripture, and 
there only could have been made known; in 'which a divine 
^ower eminently exerted, and above all poflible reach of na»- 
tural caufes, may be as clearly feen, as in the moft extraor* 
dinary miracles that ever the church knew; and how con- 
firming a feal that is greater than thefe to the truth is ftill 
continued before us. 

2. It is not to aflert, or give fome naked difcovery of thefe 
great fupernatural truths in the word, but to lead into the 
things themfelves, in their real being and exjftence tlrat this 
is intended, as truths to which there is a more near approach 
by feeing, tafte, and as it were by fome touch, than feems by 
moft to be underftood, how near and feeling a converfe is to 
be reached betwixt the intelled and the objeft; yea, thus 
what great improvements might be made of fenfe in its fub* 
ferviency to our faith, and a more full repofe and quiet of 
the foul for adventuring on the word; fo as the way of be- 
lieving, which to many is fo dark and ftrange a thing, fhould 
be in that manner comfortable and clear, with as quieting fe* 
curity as we could have in the way of fenfe and feeling; the 
clearing of which in this following eiT.iy, in nothing will ht 
found to juftle with that great duty of walking by faith, and 
to believe againft hope and vifible appearances of the event, 
but as a fmgular help thereto. 

3. Its intent is to (hew, how by no change or pofTible ca* 
fuaky, the truth of fuch great events of the v/ord, and cer* 
tainty of its verification in thefe can be called in queftion; 
but as to the church in the great providences of the time, fo 
to a Chriftian in his private cafe, is it moft demonftrable, how 
^very ftep in experience, and in the way of fenfe is by line 
%nd rule with as fure and infallibe a connexion bet^rixt this 
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6 PREFACE. 

and the wril3tt»» word, as there can be in nature betwixt the 
caufe and the^effeflj dxc head fpring and die ftream. 

4. Tockar alfo the way of the Lord, andceitainty of bis 
truth in this very d«rlrhour, when his work about the reform- 
ed church (o remarkably appears to be a work of judgment for 
confideriog pf. which, fome aftonifliing providence of this 
time did give la^ferious rife, 

5. Hece isrlfome aim to hold forth clear and folid grounds 
from the fibriptiue, with /efpe£l to the fad appearances now 
of faturfiitJDiingSy and to anxioufly difquieting prefages many 
have thereof J fetich (whilft the earth feems to be at reft, and 
as buried for the moft part in a deep fleep) are ready to faint 
and overwdulm the fpirits of fome; not confidering whjit 
great afluranccs from the Lord are in the word given, for a 
more comfortable profpcffc of future events, than it feems we 
allow ourfelves, and how well it is fuited to anfwer fuch very 
faddemng queries; what will become of the churches? of 
the truth? of pofterity? when the enemy isyw/V;^ /^r^/; the 
ftorm groweth, a dead palfy we are fallen into, yea, whilft 
every man feems to be wUh his hand on his loinsy alas for that 
day ds^fot, it is the time of JacoFs trouble y but he fhall he der 
livered out of the fame y Jer. xxx. 7. 

6* I {hall add no more^ but that with fome fpecial tenden- 
cy, this following difcourfe may be feen to witnefs, how it is 
no grafping at a fhadow to be a Chriftian, and no fuch real- 
ities as thefe they find, in a tinie when the profelTed principles 
and wofk of foine is to make void the very being and truth of 
ferious praftical religion. 

For what reflexions I may be obnoxious to,^in adventur- 
ing yet more on fo great a fubject, I fhall fay little; but if 
any fruit and folid advantage be found in its perufal, I might 
then hope there fhould need few words of apology; fome 
eiTaysnt duty may have thefe difcouragements and difficulties 
to wreftle with, that if in thefe there be not a doing for the 
Lord, it were a fad part to a<3:. Thefe few things I have here 
confidence to premife, for which I ftand at a higher bar than 
the judgment of men; i. That in this following difcourfe, I 
have fought truth, and net to follow the chafe of aixy and 
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rtlked lidtfeils, as having fomc^reffure on n^y cxwn fpirit, that 
thefe could ftot anfwet to! It is- a great thing tobeUcve the 
being of God, and that nothing fails of his word^ J muft fay, 
were thefc truely believed, it might be ftrango a Chriftian's 
life were not more in a continued wonder, and with fome 
greater tranfports of joy. a* I have ground to fay, that no 
fear from thefe times hath oft preflcd me with more anxiety, 
than of thefe fad confequences," fiich fhaking things as have 
of late occurred^ with the abounding of offences, were like to 
have, by a too vifible tendency thereof to turn many ofi^all 
perfua&bn ^f the truth*, which was one fpecial incitement to 
fpme further profecution of what I had begun on this fub- 
jeft;- though I muft fay with fuch wreftlings on -my own 
ipirit, to trouble the world more by any fuch appearance, 
that if fomething from the Lord very immediately^ had not 
been to determine and clear, it was fome fervice he would 
not reje£b, I (hould have needed no apology for fuch a thing, 
but laid it afide. I hope the reader may ncjf find caufe to 
quarrel with an unneceflary multiplying of words, or that 
his time is encroached upon that way, fo far as the exprel&ig. 
the matter with fome plainnefs could admit j nor from any 
coincidence of purpofes, with what was held forth in* the firft 
Part, though the fubje£t and {cope be much one; I confe^, 
in handling of both, the frequent changes of my health, the 
untroddennefs of this path, the weight and concernment of 
the truths, with fome ftudy (if I inay fay without miftake) to 
believe what I wrote,' and not ca'fily to admit things, or take 
on truft, without a clear and thoroughly quieting perfuafion 
thereof, was not without fome peculiar difficulty, beyond 
what might have been in greater enlargements on another 
fulqe£l:. This favour I craye from the reader, in his perufal 
either of this or the former Part, to take a ferious look of the 
whole, before he pafs his judgment on a part, things there 
being fo conncfted together in their tendency to anfwer the 
fcope. 

No time did ever more ptefiingly call for eftablifhment ia 
the truth thaft this our lot is fallen in, and to be folidly found- 
tdon fuch a ground that can bear up though all other propd 
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(hpnW be fhaken, , The faitli and patience of the faints hath 
had a fore confli£t, and the darkeft pa?t may be yet to go 
Qver-j but it \s well it cannot be fuch as to out-go that light 
and comfort which is in the Scripture: Un/efs thy law had 
^en my delight I bad penjhed in my aJfUBion^ Pfal. cxix. 32* 
Were it kuQwn what it is to have thefe fo near, how eafy 
Should it be to reafon with what feems moft peculiarly to in* 
flucnce the heavinefs and trouble of many this day. 1. From 
the preflure of affliftion and multiplied teraptationsj which 
with fome now may be fo fore, as the waters are ready to en* 
ter into their foul, and put them to queftion their principles; 
but thus ia the Lord's way with his people known, when he 
brings them into ftraits, to give them a greater light than be* 
fore;^ as. Luther after fore wteftlings idX^yJlatim apparuit mihi 
nova faciei Scripturae; the afflifted have their peculiar com- 
forts, much beyond others; and know what it is to bear up 
the heart, that it is ftronger than itfelf. 2. Such is the tri- 
bulation of thefe times as may feem more imbittering to fome, 
from the different lot they fee of others; how m^ny JJ retch 
thcmf elves on their couches y that chant to the found of the violy and 
drink wine in howls y hut they are not grieved for the aj^i^ions of 
Jofephy Amos vi. 4, 5, 6. Few feem to know the heart of the 
afiliO^ed, or are found to aft the Samaritan's part; and how 
rare are thefe « who fearch out the caufe of the poor, whom 
* men regard not;' and oft have no witnefs to their griefs but 
one, but is indeed one for all, T^hou Godfeejl mey Gen. xvi. 
13. It is in the Bible the caufe of the opprefled will find pa- 
trociny, when no where clfe; nor can that affurance fail, hut 
your forrow JJjall he turned into joy y John xvi. 30. Every day 
hath this work, to put fome part of the Chriftian's griefs, and 
the moft defirable enjpyments of others by, which can never 
poffibly be re-afted, nor retvirn any more again. 3. Are not 
prejudices at holinefs now. fuch as might put Chriftians more 
en their guard for a folid founding on the Scripture, yea, 
when it is fo clear truth fuffers not at that rate, nor is the 
ftiaking of many, in fuch hazard, from what vifible oppofi- 
tion is thereto, as by thefe more fubtile conveyances of re- 
proach; whilft a fericus care to prevent this, or to advance 
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PREFACE* 9 

(he r^ute and credit of diat excellent profelTidn of holinefs^ 
forms to have but little weight upon us. Truth this day is as 
a broken and fliipwrecked intereft in the eyes of many, ofiFen- 
ces have come in as a flood upon the church, whence a fpirit 
of Atheifm hath in a ftrange manner got up, and been upon 
the afcendant, but a recovery niuft be of all that is loft; 
when that fcreating-word from the Lord on the dry bones 
cdmes to bring them together, and put flefh and finews there- 
on. There are three things feem this day to be a diffiqult 
part of a Chriftian's work; though duties which h^d never a 
more peculiar feafon and call thereto, than now. 

1 . By a manlfejlation of the truths to toinmend ourftlves to 
every mattes confciertce^ in theji^t of God ^ 2 Cor, iv. 2. So as 
in the worft of times holinefs may appear, with which the 
greateft luftre and moft advantage doth then commend its 
truth and certainty to others; nor can the time be fuch as 
this can want fome dread and awe therewith, to draw forth 
a teftimony from its greateft haters, when to enforce it the 
mote, the world may fee how well a clofe and fervent ad- 
herence to the truths with a convincing prudence can evident- 
ly meet, fo as to (hew none are more men than fuch who are 
moft Chriftians; yea^ how thefe upon higher inducements 
and principles than any outward intereft, muft be fwayed in 
purfuance of their duty% 

2. It may be reckoned a veiry difficult fervice this day to 
ftand in the gap when a breach is made; to come in the 
room of an interceflbr betwixt a highly provoked God, and 
a people in whofe cafe fo much caufe is to dread the near 
approach of that fentence, Zech. xi. 9. The duty is imde- 
niable, to purfue a national reconciliation as well as perfonal, 
though but one were found to adventure thereon, to lift up a 
prayer^ for the remnant that is left; arid put fo fad a ruin 
under the great high Prieft's hand; yea, fuch doth the 
Lord look after, when judgment is ready to go forth; And I 
fought for a man that jhauld raahe. up the hedge and fiand in the 
gap before mCy that IJIjouid not dejiroy the landy hut I found noncy 

Ezek. xxii, 30. This feems but little believed, how far hs 
* Vol. XL B 
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does fubje£% the interefts of a nation to the prayefs of hi^ 
people; Ifa. xlv. i. yea, what upon z peradventure hath been 
reached in the moft hopelefs eflays, John iii. 9. but Oh how 
fad when thefe who are moil concerned tQ keep a land from 
finking) it cannot bear. 

3. It may be too ob?ious, how difficult a part of a Chriftian^s 
work this is, to walk aright towards others in a diftempercd 
time, when a fpirit of jealoufy feems to be poured out; fo 
little onenefs of heart oft found, where there wants not onc- 
nefs of principles; and too vifible an abounding of thefe evils 
the apoftle fpeaks of, as fome part of the church's ruin in that 
time, envjy Jtrife^ railings^ and evil furmiftngSj I Tim. vi. 4. 
^nxjo things may be inftanced, which this day feem to give a 
peculiar rife thereto : one is, the little perfonal freedom both 
Chriftians and miniflers have amongft tliemfelves, whilft fo 
fad a liberty is oft taken to fpeak at a diftance to the preju- 
dicie of others; yea, when it cannot be hid, how many fucb 
things that have begot diftance, jealoufy, and bitternefs of 
fpirit, upon more clear and convincing trial are oft found a 
grappling with their own fhadow; thence gets Satan fuch 
advantage, and the prayers of the church are obftru£ked more 
than is laid to heart. Some fins feem not once to come near, 
diftrefs our confcience as a traijfgrefiion of the rule. I 
confefs one of the difficult works of a Chriftian is here, and 
needs fome efpccial touch of the great Healer's hand, on the 
fpirits of his people, to make eafy, how to walk with that ten- 
dernefs, prudence, and yet freedom of fpirit, in duties we 
owe to others. But a fecond I muft name, that gives too 
vifible a rife to our ruin this day from ourfelves, more than 
from all our adverfaries, the want of a humble fpirit, in fo re- 
markably humbling a time; what rare cxcellenGie& hath thi& 
oft fpoiled? and whether in a nation or a man, it is that the 
holy God will contend with; I am fure, if our fad diftcmpcrs 
were followed more to the true rife, here it might be found* 
But I fear to have tranfjreil'cd with too long a preface* 
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PART II. 

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD, CONSIDERED AND CLEARED, 
IN THE GREAT EVENTS OF HIS WORD: THE ACCOM- 
^TLISHMENT OF WHICH, IN ITS CONVINCING AND NEAR 
APPROACH THIS DAY ^BFORE MEN's EYES, WITH SOME 
CLEAR DISCOVERY THEREOF IN THE WORK AND CONDUCT 
OF PROVIDENCE ABOUT THE CHURCH, IS SHEWfi^p-^^RTH, 



Great is thy fmthfulnefs^ Lam. ili. xxiii. 
) CHAP. L 

THE Prophet being taught of God, to indite a Lamen- 
tation for the church under her captivity, and to incite 
this almoft crufhed people to a duty fuking their prefent 
cafe, which was not to faint, nor have their hands falling 
down on their loins, but that their eye might afFefl: their 
heart with fome feeling impreffion of fuch a ftrokes hath a 
remarkable paufe here, and fweetly draws his breath, in re- 
flefting on the way of the Lord, what a mixture there was 
of mercy as well as of judgment in fo deplorable a ftate, as. is 
clear, ver. 21, This Ire-callto mindy therefore have I hope ^ ^c. 
And thus having once got under his fight fome appearances 
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12 THE FULFILLING 

(though fmall) of light and comfort, in fo thick a darkneft^ 
he quits not that fcent, until he have the faithfulnefs of Go<i: 
made as convincing to this people; in his compaffion and 
tendemefs, as in his feverity. 

Some things arc obfcrvable : here fqr clearing the tcxt^ 
which in a few words I (hall touch. 

I. The time and condition of the Jewifh church, when fa 
great a witnefs is thus given; it was under the Babylonifh 
captivity, even whilfl the dev^ftation of their land, the fad 
ruins of the city and temple was before them; when vifion 
did fail the prophets, the ways of Zion mourned, her peo- . 
pie fell into the enemy's hand, and there was none to help; 
to fhew what may beJaid in their way for ftrengthening, who 
are in earneft to eflay it; and bow a crufhed and dead hop^ 
may have its very firft quickening in the grave. 

• 2. It is here we fee a moft rare contexture betwixt the firft 
and latter p;irt of the verfe; and hpw indiflfoluble a tie there 
is betwixt truth and mercy, which tp dividjC were no more 
poffible, than to have a conception of day-light without; the 
fun; truth being the fountain-caufe that brings mercy forth, 
and therefore are they new every inorning^ hecnufe great is his 
faithfulnefs. 

3. We may fee the peculiar intent of thb Scripture, to 
hold forth the unfpotted faithfulnefs of God in io fad a time^ 
which is that attribute amongft his glorious excellencies, he 
hath chofen in a fpecial manner for revealing himfelf to men, 
as eminently expreffive of his being, veracity, and power i 
the re£^itude and immutability of his mature; a trutjb, though 
we cannot comprehend (for the neareft appro2^cbe9 of reafon, 
here, wiU ftill leave us at an infinite diftance,) yet are we 
called to an humble enquiry, for pur further joy and ejftar 
blifhment in the faith thereof. 

4. The making out of this great attribute muft be under- 
ftood with refpedl to the written word, and thefe exprefs en- 
gagements exhibit there to the church, where the l^oly God 
by a marvellous condefcenfion hath fet bounds to himfelf, 
with a liberty for all flefli, to challenge if his truth i\^€x^ 
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tbcs In any thing fail; And thus it is clear, how his works 
are done in faithfulnefs and truth; not only in anexaft con- 
formity to that eternal idea thereof in the divine underftand* 
ing, but to his revealed counfels irt the Scripture, which is the 
adequate fign of his ancient purpofe and decrees in all that 
concern the church, and the conduct of providence within 
time. 

5. The prefeht advantage of fo clear a teftimony to thd 
truth for that time, is obfervable to acquit the way of ti^ 
Lord under thefe dark and (haking providences ; and let tti&ti 
fee with what an uninterrupted courfe his faithfulnefs dotH 
ftill ihine, whatever clouds interpofe between them and it) 
yea, how great a (lability is in the worft of times for the 
churches intercft, and for all that a Chriftian can adventure 
on this bleffed fecurity, whilft every day gives fo fad an ats 
count of human props. Now from the text thus cleared, I 
fhall premife fome few dodirinal truths, 

DoSl. I. They run not that errand in vain, whofe 
work is to commend the way of the Lord in a dark tmt\ 
for it fliall commend itfelf to them ; nor will they w^ftlt 
ftrengthening remarks of his truth and tendernefs, wht> 
hath a ferioifs obferving eye for them. Thus we find thft 
church yras taken up in a fainting hoar of trial, and what 
fuccefs it had. Jt is true, a Chriftian's eflays for this end^ 
may fometimes be like that of Elijah's fervant, to go ont^ 
and again, yea, to feven times and fee nothing ; and the firft 
breaking up of their hope, Have fo fmall an appearance 3*$ 
the hand-breadth of that cloud had to him, though at laft it 
^ade the heavens black therewith, and tlve return as large a^j 
its delay feemed long; but whatever thus from the Lord i^ 
for trial, it is fure the faithful improving of a little this way> 
muft ftill lead into a growing ftrcngth, and a ferious aim ro 
keep up the credit of the truth both on their own heart and 
^ith others, can leave none behind. Oh what rare mercies 
lie oft hid under fome dark and afHiciing providences, evert 
whilft they are at our hand, and are not feen, from the fro- 
yardnefs of an imbittered fpirit, that will not let its own ^yes 
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fee the advantage of fuch a cafe; but as if tl^y did well to 
be angry againft God, will quarrel more his crofling their 
humour,' than obferve his tendernefs for promoting their 
real good, and cry againft him, becaufe he will not undo 
them, 

DoB. 2. They are on a choice fcent, for their folid 
ilrcngthening in the truth, let the times be never fo fhaking, 
whofe work is to keep fight and follow with their eye the 
faithfulnefs of God in the providences of their life; yea, does 
fo follow this in their mercies, as that which is to them the 
better part of fuch a mercy, when it brings fomething con- 
firming with it to the truth, and for their eftablifliment that 
way. Thus was the church her^ at work in a fad time, and 
through the whole Scripture is remarkable \ did Jacob divide 
thefe in his obferving, Gen. xxxii. i o. I am not worthy of the 
leaji of thy mercies ^ and of the faithfulnefs thou hajl fhewed to thy 
fervant;. or in his pleading with God, vcr. 12. And thou faidfly 
I tuiUfurely do thee goodn And how concerned was David, 
to have them ftill kept together in his view, mercy and truth, 
as in Pfal. xxv. lo. lii. 8. Ixxxix, i, 2. But Oh it feems fuch 
in thefe times have had fome other fight and conception of 
this duty than is now underftood; and thus have fought a 
more near intercourfe with the truth and certainty of the 
Lord's being God, with which in the very notion thereof, our 
converfe this day feems to be rare, 

DoEt, 3, Whatever effays men have to darken xht faithful^ 
nefs of God in his word, yet it is fuch as muft be fliewed 
forth, and every time pay in fome tribute thereto*, therefore, 
is fo remarkable a cry here, to awake men's fpirits for obferv- 
ing this, Great is his faithfulnefs. It is his praife and decla- 
rative glory in the earth, the ultimate end of his works, that 
point where all the lines of providence at laft do meet, and 
therefore cannot want an herald, though the ftones of the 
ground fhould arife to fpeak it fo»th: for a greater neceflSty 
is here, than for the fire to burn, or the fparks to fly upward, 
tha: the glory of the only true God, in the verification of his 
word be from one generation to another witneffed. So cx-» 
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ceilent an ttfe is this, that a Chriftian Ihould think he Uves^ 
and hath fuch a defirable being, that in his day he may put 
to his feal, that God is tfue$ nor need any fear whatever 
time or capacity they are in, that it is in earneft they level at 
fuch a mark and mifs it. O what pleafure is thus foundi 
which the voluptuous man never knew; and how far is it 
above all he can have, or fo much as apprehend in his 
. wallowing in fenfuality. 

I fuppofc a Chriftian at fuch a ftralt, that he could but 
fpeak four words to the world, and be ftruck dumb through 
the reft of his time; and that upon this accouttt he were 
pained, how to fpeak them to moft advantage. Could he eafd 
his foul more, or have a choice beyond this for giving glory to 
God, when he might fay fo little then here. Great is his faith-- 
fulnefs. * 

DoB, 4. That it is not a flourHhing ftate of the church 
only, and her riling, but her ruin alfo does convincingly 
(hew forth this. From this Scripture may be clear; yea, is 
the voice of the rod as well as of the word, where both mercy 
and judgment meet in the fame witnefs; and though the bit- 
temefs of fin, and that fad eclipfe it caufeth betwixt God and 
the foul, is fad indeed, yet is it fuch as may be no lefs for a 
Chriftian's confirming in the truth than the joy of his pre- 
fencel If dark and afflifting times were not, how much of 
the Bible were as loft, and its ufe wholly fruftrate? we ftand 
amazed at fome terrible a£l:3 of the Lord in the earth, but 
confider not whofe errand they go, and for what end, that 
it is to let men fee, tuhen he turns a defenced city into a ruinous 
heap^ his councils of old are faithfulnefs and truth y Ifa. xxv. 1,2- 
which if they will not fee in the word, read it they muft, 
though it ihould be in charafters of blood. 

DoEt, 5. It is a begun cure to tl#3 church, and fo far ^ 
day-break under the darkeft trial, as there is a clearing of the 
way of the Lord, that in faithfulnefs and truth he hath done 
it. Thus in fo difmal a time, when Judah was a wlldernefsr 
and Jerufalem a defolatioti, and their ruins fuch, as if deftruc-- . 
tion needed not to arife the fecond timej we may fee hov/ 
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thJs Was a^ the turning of the light fide of tfieir trouble ttJ* 
wards them; when once they knew where they were, and 
bow all that" was gone over their head. did confirm his un^ 
fpotted faithfulnefs; for thus they may be further perfuad* 
ed of th^ Lord's being God, and how he gives jiis word 
a being in the moft amazing afts of judgment, they fee his 
glory (hiue forth here, and that great end fecured, wherein 
they are to rejoice whatever mifcarrying be of other inferior 
ends J thus htjwever the ftorih blow, and though the earth 
ihould all be in a combuftion, this grcateft intereft is fure> 
which is the faithfulhefs of God, they know it (lands un- 
moveable and no lofs or (hipwreck there^ on which more 
than all that is within time they have in dependance 5 yea^ 
here the credit of the truth is cleared, the darkncfs of the tri- 
al is fo far gone, and the church brought to the light, to fee 
both the caufe and cure of her ftroke, and needs not grope 
to find the door for an out-gate, 

Voff. 6* There is* a (eafon and advantage duty hath, that 
gives a peculiar beauty thereto; which the prophet does here 
notice, and thus is prefled to own the faithfufftejs of God^ 
when the faith of many was ready to be fliaken, with the 
(Irange providences of that time. They are indeed blcfled, 
who fow befide all waters, and find their work wherevet it 
is laid to tlieir hand', and it is fure, where love gets the com- 
inand over the heart, thofe cannot want an advantage for 
their mailer's fervice*, nor can they lofe fuch a talent,, but by 
laying its ufe afide; yet fad experience can alfo fliew how 
difficult the work of the prefent day does oft prove to the 
next, and that the feafon of duty, and for fome fervice to the 
truth, may be fuch a tide, as will not flow twice in one life. 

DoEt, 7. It is not a truth only, what thefc words do aflert; 
but there is an infinite greatnefs applicable to it above all ere^ 
ated things-, tlie difcovery whereof did caufe fo aftonifliing 
a tranfport hetej Great is its faithftdtiefs ^ a truth whith none 
tan over-fpeak, yea where no poihble hyperbole can ever be*, 
and as no age of the church hath wanted caufe for fuch a 
Xritnefs, I anuft fay, none (lands more debtor to this than tliC^ 
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prefent dmc. This is the Aeme and fubjcft to be followed 
forth here, which under the fenfe of peculiar engagements 
thereto, and fome impreffion of the majefty of God, whofe 
declarative glory in the earth is fo much concerned therein, 
and fo vifibly impugned this day, by many of the generation, 
I defire to adventure on, and to offer humbly fome further 
light to what I have elfe where eflayed on fo great a fubje£i$ 
and in the firft place fome clear demonftrative grounds of 
that infinite greatnefs, to which no angels nor men may or 
can lay claim*, I fliall but in a few words inftance. 

I . How great is it, where fuch aflurances are given to the 
church, that the Lord muft ceafe to be God, and thofe vi- 
fible heavens and earth ceafe to have a being, before his 
faithfulnefs in one jot of the written word fail. This is that 
ground the Chriftian's faith hath in the darkeft day to caft 
anchor on, and it is fure, is no bottoming on a dream, when 
it is fuch wherein it is impoffible for God to //V, Heb. vi. 1 8. 
Et cut mn poteflfubeffe falfum. Contingency hath no domi- 
nion here, nor man's free will, whofe rife and working is 
within times but his word is that before which all fleih itnift 
keep filent, my counf el Jhall Jlandy faith the Lord, and 1 luili do 
all my pleafidre; to which all fecond caufcs, both in their ope- 
ation and purpofe are indiflblubly linked. 

2. Is it not great whereon fuch a weight does this day 
lean, which is no lefs than that burden of the vifible heavens 
and earth, with their continued order and courfe, the whole 
militant church, the everlafting ftate and bleffednefs of the 
elefl:, and all their interefts within time, which are on this 
great foundation rolled over and fure; yea, it is here the per- 
fonaJ weights and burden of every one of the faints, the up- 
rifing of the affli£led and bowed down, the credit and fup- 
port of many, whofe alotie fecurity for their daily bread is 
the promife of God ; and their venture whofe believing in hope 
is oft fuch, that it is againfi hope, and all vifible appearances, 
which on this alone grotmd are infuredj the leaft part where- 
of were enough to fmk us^ if that were not to bear all up. 
Great is his fatthjulmfs. 

Vol. IL . C 
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3. How infinitiely great is this, in the import thereof;, 
which (I am fure) if underftood, we could not in fo ordinary 
a way look upon the Scppture, when it is no lefs than an in- 
fallible affurance given from heaven to the church, and here 
upon earth put on record for things of higheft concernment; 
wherein before angels and men it is infured by him who lives 
for ever and ever, 

1. That whilft time is, the ordinances of heaven, fhall con- 
tinue as they are, there (hall be fummer and winter, feed- 
time and harveft, and therefore even he who foweth the 
ground fliould fow it in hope* 

2. That the world fliall be no more deludged by rain, for 
which the written word is our alone fecurity, 

3. That as the Lord is God, his church {hall be continued 
in the earth, and a feed to ferve him whilft, the fun and moon 
endures. 

4. That none of the faints fhall be utterly caji down^ or by 
any temptation ruined, as to final apoftafy, being kept by the 
ponverofGod^ through faith unto falvation. i Pet. i. 5. 

5. That he on whom help is hk^y pall be fatisfied luith the 
tKOVailofhis/oul; Jhall fee his feedy and prolong his daySy and the 
pleafure of the Lord flmll profper in his handy Ifa. liii. 10. 
Yea, no nullity or revocation (hall forever be of that bleffed 
Indenture he hath made with his church. 

6. That he will make them what he hath required them icy 
be; and his o\yn promife fliall be the fpringof thefe qualifi- 
cations annexed thereto. 

7. That none can condemn^ whom Jefus Chrift hath juf- 
tified, and to his alone righteoufnefs hath fled for their re- 
fuge. 

8. That they fliall be for ever witli God and received inta 
glory, whom he guides by his counfel here. Thus for all thefe 
great inCerefts does his faithfulnefs ftand good ; and what yet 
remains to perfeft the whole work of providence in the earth, 
the Chriftian's condu<a and fupport in his journey, their fafe 
paflage through death, yea the keeping of their duft in tl>e 
grave, and a raifing of tlie fame body at the lad day.^ 
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' 4. His faithfulnefs is great y in that continued courfe it hath 
Jiad with the church fince the beginning of time to this day, 
and never loft ground, but' is ftill the fame, and with the 
fame ftrength hath ihined under all thefe affaults which hath 
been for its darkening. It was at the firft being of the 
creation, that fo great a light began to dawn when the morn- 
ing Jlars fang together y and the fons of God fhouted for joy.' 
What a tranfport muft this have been when thefe bleffed 
triumphant fpirits the angels could in one nioment fee them- 
fdves brought out of pure nothing, into that ineffable light 
of feeing God, with fo clear a difcovery of his name and 
attributes- It is true, there is a gradual light and opening 
up of the truth, and fome more fignal periods of tirtie, to 
which a brighter fliining forth of the faithfulnefs of God 
hath its refpeft. There was a veil over the Vimes of the 
Old Teftament, and Scripture- truths then, much fealed up, 
nor was the Lord fo remarkably known by his name jfehovali, 
Exod. iii. 8, in giving a being to his promifes. But now are 
come thefe bleffed times of the New Teftament, whofe 
work is to open up what then was fealed, and bring forth 
fuch long defired truths t6 a vifible performance; though 
this alfo hath a more peculiar refpeft to thefe laft ages in 
which we are now fallen ; and it is fure, were this once finifh- 
ed, and that the written word had done its work, for what 
concerns the church within time, there fhould be no more 
to do, T^ut the glorious faithfulnefs of God which never yet 
ceafed to fliine (though with a gradual affent) had gone its 
courfe, and were at the full and perfeft day. 

5. This alfo is great in the extent and thefe large bounds, 
where this day it fhines forth, which is not in the vifible 
church only, or where the fame "of the gofpel is fpread, 
(though there alone it is believed and known) but goeth as 
far as the whole -^ork and conduft of providence through the 
earth; for in no corner fo remote or dark does this want a 
wltnefs; it being clear, i. That as far as the power of a na- 
* tural confcienc^ is, and where men are conftrained to obfcrve 
a power higher than, man, to'difference betwixt gopd and evil, 
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even there is its taking place difplayed. 2. Where the fun 
doth rife and go down, and the raging fea hath its appointed 
bounds; for thefe do witnefs through the whole earth that 
Gody whofe promife and appointment they are, and which 
no human power could poffibly efFeftuate, is faithful^ and 
true. 3. This muft ihine forth, and have the extent of its 
difcovery in as large a bounds as there is men : who can 
exert reafon, and not fee that marvellous order and depen- 
dence of things which is through the creation : fo that though 
they know not the word, yet is this truth of it in fuch great 
letters written out, as all may read, upon the heavens and the 
earth. His work is perfedly and all his ways are judgment ^ Deut. 
xxxii. 4. 4. What a vifible witnefs hath this, in the greateft 
darknefs and barbarity of the earth? yea, upon fuch an ac- 
count, that fo great a part thereof lieth as an out-field, with- 
out that pale and inclofure the gofpel hath mad^? for it is fure, 
here is an obvious feal to the Scripture, as well as the being 
and flourifhing of the church. 5. Which is more marvel- 
lous, it is not in the dark places of horror and utter darknefs, 
where this doth eminently Qiine forth; for it is there thofe 
unfpeakable torments widi the continued cries of the damned 
in hell do never ceafe, nor never will, to bear fuch a witnefs, 
God is faithful and true; no poffible Atheifai can be there, 
whofe felt experience doth force them to know, that God is 
what his word declared him to be, in that unfpotted attri- 
bute of his juftice. Yea, if a full hiftory could be writ of 
this world, what in all times hath occurred both to nations 
and particular perfons, (if this were poffible) what elfe would 
It be found, but as a great and exaft hiftory of the Bible, 
where the greateft Atheift might fee thefe truths they read, 
there writ in moft vifible realities before them, Et quod mun* 
dus nihil aliud ejl^ quam Deus explicatus fecundum Scripturam? 
6. What caufe hath the church to witnefs. Great is the 
faithfulnefs of God, frpm its produft, I mean thofe great 
wonderful events of the Scripture, in which this day it hath 
a vifible performance before us; fuch events, which all may 
fee a power above nature, and tlie energy of natural caufes 
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could otily brmg forth; yea, that thcfc arc not at a diftancC) 
but fo near, as if our eyes be not Ihut, a feal to the truth, 
greater than miracles or any extraordinary figris that ever 
were given to the church, might be found at our hand. This 
is a fubjeft of great import, to confirm and moft folidly fix the 
{aints in the faith of the word, in fo {baking a time, which 
were it underftood, no difcovery within tkne could more 
help to make our joy full. Which before I touch in fome 
particular inftances, where its truth and certainty may bd 
demonftrate, I (hall firft oflFer thefe few things to be previ- 
oufly confidered for giving light thereto. 

Firft, It is undeniable, and we are eye witneffes thereto^ 
that fuch events of the Scripture are, yea before the world 
brought forth, which can be clearly evinced to fall under no 
poiEbiUty of fecond caufes; and are not fome rare contiugen* 
cies, apt to beget admiration amongft men, by reafon of their 
ignorance, but fuch that do as evidently witnefs a divine and 
fupematural power, exerted therein, for bringing them forth^ 
as there is in raifing the dead, dividing the fea, or .cauf- 
ing the fun to ftand ftill in its ordinary courfe. 

2. It may be clearly evinced, thefe are fuch events, thai 
no human knowledge could have pollibly foref(fen, or from 
principles of reafon have found the leaft ground to conjec- 
ture their falling out; and are not natural verities, which 
from any inbred notions thereof in the foul, could have ever 
had a rife in our thoughts, if by the written word fo great a 
difcovery had not come. 

3. As a further witnefs to their truth, and that here can be 
no poffible impofture or deceit we fee a moft perfed idea 
and comprehenfion of all thefe marvellous events in the 
Scripture, that Are thus brought forth in our view, which a6 
we read them there, fo are they certainly found to take place^ 
and the one not more vifibly clear than the other. 

4. Since the neareft objeflis do moft excite and affe£l men, 
if they be of no lefs weight than thefe that are tranfmitted 
at a diftance; this advantage hath the church here, in thefe 
great and wonderful events of the Scripture, that it is not 
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on 6thers ctedft and teftimony they are to admit fuch things, 
but may come near and fee with their eyes the truth thereof, 
yea, how it is kno\Vn as it were by fenfible touch and feel- 
ing; there is I corifefs an unanfweraWe atteftation of the 
truth by extrabrdinary miracles, which with the firft dawn- 
ing of the gofpel were given to tlie church; we fee (tho' 
fuch want not, befide the divine authority, moft clear demon- 
ftrative grounds of their certainty to reafon) how little weight 
thefe are found to have to afFeft, or convince the world, 
looking ther-febn at fo great a diftance of time; fo hard it is 
for men to be ftiitabiy ftirrfed up with any thing that is not 
in our prcfeht fight. 

5. Such are thefe wonderful events of the Scripture (here 
in fome inftances after touched) that all may fee they are 
not a tranfient glance, which at fome rare time only have 
been found to fall out ; but it can be demonftrated, the greateft 
miracles the church ever knew, are yet in her fight and have 
been continued under the New Teftament, by that marvellous' 
verification of the word unto men ; though fome of thefe which 
have refpe£t to fome fpecial 'periods of time, are now more 
confpicuous, and evidently brought forth in thefe laft ages of 
the church, X) what a ftroke is it on our reafon, that the moft 
immediate and vifible appearances of God do not afFeft, 
or have that deep impreflion on the mind, if they be not ex- 
traordinary and new! Thus in the greateft things of nature, 
how much is the y/orld taken with a monfter, that doth little 
regard the bringing forth of a perfe£b man, which is indeed 
more wonderful; we look with amazement on a meteor, who 
with fmall refpe£l: can pafs by thofe glorious bodies of the 
fun, moon, and ftars, (I confefs, thefe rare glances of a divine 
extraordinary power call aloud for men's grave and ferious 
obferving, and fome other improvement, than by moft ufe to 
be made thereof.) But it is fure, the church this day wants 
r-ot miracles, which is not confidered, that in no ftrange and 
extraordinary path thefe now ?i<, to be fought, but in that 
high and beaten road of the Scripture, and its accomplifh- 
ment, and therefore is it^ that thefe unufual appearances of 
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God which in the church's infancy ,were fuited to awake rtien 
to an advertence to the truth, and confirm the fame, do thi^ 
day ceafe, becaufe the unfeaUng of the Scripture in the times 
of the New Teftament, was. to bring greater things forth be- 
fore us for confirming the truth, which are tp be found by 
our taking heed to this more fure word of prophecy that 
countervails all thefe. But thus he goes by on our right and 
left hand, yet men perceive not, and do not truely fee or un- 
derftand what they fee. 

6. Since it is fure, the event of things here in the world 
is that about which men's minds are moft taken upj and we 
fee wliat ppefling defire there is to know the tranfaftlons of 
tlie time, and what is falling out in the earth though it b« 
nothing of their perfpnal concernments. Oh I how ftrange 
is this, that the gieat events of the Scripture that are of fuch 
high impoict for a more full afiurance of the Lord's being 
God, the certainty of his truth, and of that inconceiveable 
glory in heaven with him for ever; thefe go by us with nl- 
moft no enquiry or regard. Here is indeed a matter of aflo- 
nilhment, how men read the Bible, do profeiTedly own ity 
yet nothing prefled in their fpirit to know if fuch marvellous 
things as are there, dp really fall out in the event, whtlft fuch 
are of neareft concernment, and offer themfelves to every 
ones trial by experience, fo that none need take them on truft* 

Having premifed thefe things for giving fomte light to the 
prefent fubjeft, I fhall here fum up what in this following 
difcourfe is further intended in thefe four particulars: i^ 
Thefe clear and undeniable inftances we now have before us 
of fuch events of the written word, where the immediate ap- 
pearance of God, and a power above natural caufes in bring- 
ing them forth is lb clearly witnefled, that we may fee things 
no iefs great and wonderful at this day wait the church to 
confirm the truth, than any extraordinary miracles that in 
former times were known. 2. The import of this demon- 
ftration, with that marvellous light which thence breaks up 
would be ferioufly conSdered, that lets us fee, there are 
higher degrees of aiTurance and eftablilhment about the cer-* 
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tainty of the Scripture to be reachcd> than feems by moft 
Chriftians to be underftoodj for which befide the cleareft evi- 
dences of reafon fuch a demonftration is given to our fenfe of 
the truth, and thefe great advantages laid to our hand for be- 
lieving, that might make our adventuring thereon as clear and 
comfortable a way, yea, with that full fecurity to fatisfy the 
foul, as the way of fenfe and feeKng could do. 3. Whence it 
is that Chriftian's aflurance and folid confirmation about the 
truth is fo little proportioned to the greatnefs of the feal and 
atteftation thereof that is before us. Its objeftive evidence 
fo large and marvellous a thing, while that fubjeftive certain- 
ty within the foul, which this calls for, is fo little ifnderftood. 
4. How excellent an ufe and improvement of this fubjcSr 
might be made, I intend here alfo to touch. 

CHAP. II. 

F)R the firft. It feems a ftrange inadvertence, how fuch 
events of the Scripture are brought forth to the world, 
?^nd tjiis day vifible in our fight, yet in fuch an ordinary way 
looked on, yea, as if we were more afleep than waking; when 
if men quit not the ufe of reafon, they cannot but fee thefe 
both in the difcovery and bringing forth thereof are above 
human reach; about which that great appeal Elijah made, 
I Kings xxi, 22. to an extraordinary anfwer from the Lord, 
when the people were halting betwixt two opinions, and he 
faid, the God that anfw^rs by fire let him he God^ may be here 
made ufe of, I may fay to a greater decifion, and witnefs for 
the certainty of his word, that men would conae and fee, if he 
be not affuredly GOD, and this his undoubted truth and 
teftimony, which hath fo marvellous a birth and verification 
this day in our fight, that all the Magicians in the earth could 
never counterfeit; yea, more fully demonftrative of a divine 
fupernatural power, than if we had fo extraordinary a fign, 
as that which was then given Elijah from heaven before all 
the people. 

Se&. I . Firft, There is this rare frame and contrivance of 
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tiiC Seripture^ and what a fulnefs and perfe^ion it hath, as 
it is the record it bears to itfelf. Pfal. xix. 7. and cxix. 129. 
in which its truth fo diibemible in the events that if men's 
eyes be not ihut, here may be a continued caufe for wonder- 
ing fet before them; fuch, that amongft thegreateft works 
of God under the fun, and ail created excellencies, there is 
none like this, nor can he until the written word gire place 
to immediate vifion. O what a real miracle is the Bible^ 
for fuch is it in itfdf, in its whole frame and contexture; that 
though it had no atteftation elfe by the works of God, it 
might be an unanfwerabie feal to its own truth. It is indeed 
ftrange, fo great a light fhines, and furrounds men with its 
brightnefs, and yet they are fo little affedJed therewith^ that 
iiich a demonftration of the glorious GOD, and a work 
which all may fee is above human perfe£lion, helps not more 
to cure the Atheifm of the world; who if they would but 
come near and confidcr this great wonder, might clearly fee: 
!• That here is nothing wanting which the church now in 
the world hath need of, or could in an extraordinary way 
feek from heaven,; and yet is there nothing redundant or fu- 
perfluous; the whole race of the faints from the beginning 
to this day, could not have wi&ed it another thing than it is, 
though a latitude had been given them, which fo anfwers all 
times and ages of the church, as if only framed for the ^re- 
fent time. No Ghriftian but this takes by the hand^ and to 
all that is in tKeir cafe is fo fuited, as if for them alone it were 
an immediate gift and meffage from heaven. 2. This doth 
enlighten the whole work of God, and keeps cxz&ly foot with 
each foot-ftep of providence in the earth, which comptebends 
in its lap and bofom every event, fmall and great, that in due 
ieafbn is difclofed within time; no deep of Satan fuch, that 
it doth not difcover, nor is th^e a work of darknefs bid from 
its light. The church never knew her hazard, but might 
find it was there fecn and foretold;, yea, the eternal counfels 
and decrees of heaVen, and what is concluded there, which 
neither angds nor men cotild fearch into, are here fet open in 
our view; and that greateft depth of e^leSion thus fo far un- 
Vol.il D 
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veiled, and brought down before our eyes, that men. cam h^ 
no more fure fuch (hall be faved, who are predeftiflate to lifc^ 
were there aecefs to read their names in that fecret roll of 
the decree, than from the Scripture it is fure fuch are ele^Sl, 
and ftiall undoubtedly be faved, who have come to JefuS" 
Chrift in the acceptation of the offer of the gofpel. 3. Let 
us some near, to look to this great wonder, that with fuch z 
light difcovers the whole creation, and lets us know what 
fuch a fight and thefe marvellous things therein mean, which 
elfe, ftiould be unintelligible, and as a dark mafs before usj 
this that draws by the* veil, and fhews that rare image of fpi- 
ritual truth in thefe things that are obvious to our fenfes; 
and how the invifiblc things of God, his eternal power and 
Godhead are by things feen ihewed forth; for thus is the 
great fabric of nature difclofed in its original, its continued 
courfe, that indiflbluble chain of fecond .caufes, and how 
high a rife it hath in their dependencies, until they touch 
heaven, where all thefe links are faft tied to his unchange- 
able purpofe; yea, thus it is by the written word, tiiat the 
heavens and earth as two great volumes arc fpread forth and 
made eafy for men to read, fa as without this blcfled condu<£i, 
it is clear, no pofEble communion a Chriftian could have 
with himfelf, with the works of creation, with the daily oc- 
currences of providence, or one Chriftian with another. 4. 
Here men may fee that marvellous contexture and fcries of 
truths, how none ftands alone, but fo linked with a mutual 
correfpondence to give light one to another, that each hath its 
peculiar room and ufe for anfwering the whole frame, and 
Hot one pin there wrong placed, but all every where uni- 
form, and like itfelf, amidft fo great a variety of matter, and 
diftance of times, moil wonderfully joined and knit by one 
comer (tone Jefus Chrift, who is that bleffed point in whom 
all its lines do meet, and as the foul which enlivens the whole 
body of the Scripture. And it is fure, on whatfoever part 
of Scripture a minifter preach he does mifs the grcateft fcope 
of that text, if it lead not into the gofpel, and his dodlrine 
dience be not thus pointing with fome clear tendency to- 
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i»rards Jefus Chrift. O what a fight is here, could it be 
tniely underftood what is before our eyes! 5. Thus we fee, 
it is framed (which the former of all things could only do) 
to correfpond with the inward man, and exercife an authori- 
ty over the confcience, and our moil retired thoughts as well 
as our aftings, and how this and this alone hath brought to 
H^t that marvellous and unknown paflage betwixt the foul 
and an invifible world, to have in one nw)ment fo immediate 
a converfe with heaven, and from it, and thus to make its 
continual refort there; yea, lets us fee the way for fo near 
a converfe with God, which we know by fureft experience to 
be fuch a's it is there revealed. 6. I muft further add, what 
a peculiar weight and fignificancy are the words of this great 
record found to have (I mean* the original) by which the 
Holy Ghoft hath chofen to convey the truth unto men, which 
no language, no human Ikill can exprefs to the full, or is 
able to give the fenfe of that marvellous ra^k and life in ex- 
preflion, and of thcfe idiotifms there, but one age muft ftill 
leave it to another for further enquiry and fearch. 

SeB. 2. That great Scripture-truth we fee in the event^ 
and the certainty of its taking place, which could never have 
entered in men^s thoughts, if thus it had not been made known, 
that there is a fpiritual and new Creationy fuch a rare flruc- 
ture and workmanihip, wherein the glory of God in his attri- 
butes doth more eminently fhine forth, than in the being and 
frame of thefe vifible heavens and earth 5 here is indeed a 
great difcovery, though thefe ordinary thoughts muft have 
of it, may bring it in queftion, that either this is but a ro-r 
mance, and not really believed, or our reafon muft be in a 
ftrange fleep, who know fo little the weight and import of 
fucfa a truth. But queftion this who will it is fure, fuch as 
ever knew the reality of religion, can be of nothing more 
perfuaded than they are here: t. That fuch a truth they 
tea in the Bible, and is exprefly there fliewed forth, which 
nature never taught the world, but to this day fhould have 
been a terra incognita without Scripture-Ught; fee Eph. i. 19* 
iL io-:Jam. i. 18. I Pet- i. 23* Nor is it a dark view th^rc 

Da 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



aft THE FULFILLING 

gvten of ftich a thmg, but a moft perfetEl idea and model of 
this workman&ip to the leaft pin thereof, which h thus fct- 
forth before us. 2. That as it is written, and brought to, 
light, fo it is certainly found to be a truth. Here is no., 
world in the moon, or the vifions of men's heads, but fuch a 
creation do the faints know, and hath been there witneffed^ 
fince fuch a feed was in the earth, upon as clear demonftra- 
tive grounds as men can have of this vyibJe world they now 
are inj That the being and reality of grace and a fpiritua]^ 
life, thefe felt enjoyment? of God, and his working in the. 
foul are truths by experience found, and do e^aftly anfwer 
the pattern thereof which was fent down from beaten, and 
exhibited to us in the Bible. Thefe know there is a living 
holinefs, which even to others may be as difcernible as that 
there is a livmg man upon the earth; and a fecond impreffion 
which the law hath on the heart, as we fee it we think before 
us in the Scripture. I know, to fuch yrho have their foul 
funk in the earth, this may be as a night^dream. But do 
men debate there is a truth in thefe difcoveries of America^ 
when now for fome ages, by fo many thoufands who have 
been there, and have a continued trade with thefe parts, it 
is attefted: Yet a greater witnefs to this truth and its un- 
doubted certainty is here, from, the whole race of the faints, 
fince the beginning of time. to this day, whofe record wc 
know to be true, except we (hould deny there is a fun when we 
fee it with its own light 3. It is fure, here is an immediate in- 
fluence from heaven, and its continued neceiEBty to conferve 
this Wefled creation, as difcemable as that of the influence 
of the heavens on the earth; nor can the parched ground 
more need the falling down of rain, than this is found to 
have of a new watering to caufe it to fpring. 4. Thus it is 
known, there is another air to breathe in, than what is fuited 
to our natural life; and another fun than that ii\ the firma- 
ment, to convey both light and heat to the fotl; yea, a being 
brought near, and laid under thefe warming beams; and in- 
deed fuch a bleflfed aprication, as men can know in the moft 
hot reflex of the fummer's fun; and that here alfo are ovei^ 
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cloudings and dark hours^ as difcernable as it is ftute that the 
^rth hath her night and cloudy times. 5. This is fuch a 
creation, where as obyious a contexture and confcnt there is 
in all its parts, as we may fee in this great fabric of nature, 
yea, fuch where no vacuum at empty difcontinuity can pof- 
fibly be found. 

S^i5?. 3. We fee it verified, and before us in the event, 
which natural underftanding could never know or compre- 
hend, if it were not revealed in the Scripture, That there i» 
^creating of the fruit of the lips , Ifa. Ivii. 19. Such a produft 
and fruit of the gofpel by the miniftry of men to be found, 
that is no lefs wonderful and demonftrative of an immc'^ 
diate divine power, than to create and give things a being 
by the word out of nothing. Here is indeed an aftonifliing 
thing, which if a truth, it is then fure we fee witli our eyes 
a feal to the Scripture that is beyond thefe miracles which in 
a more extraordinary way have been given to the church. 
Is it a human work? or could it poflibly be the fruit of men's 
lips, that brings forth fuch realities and wonderful efFefts in 
the earth ! Could moral fuafion, or a found of air and words 
(yea where no previous matter to work on can be alledged) 
have that efFeft, which fo vifibly is above the reach of fe- 
cond caufes ? Now that this is a truth there is no demonftra- 
tion in nature more evident ; That the fruit of men's lips by 
the miniftry of the gofpel, is a creation indeed, I offer thefe 
undeniable inftances: i. What a power muft it be, that can 
turn the word preached into a real aft, and refolves what is 
as a tranfient found into fuch an undoubted reality of life and 
feeling; yea, turns the word fown by the miniftry of men, 
into vital principles within the foul. What a fight were it, 
to fee fome of the ftones of the ground rife up at the fpeak- 
ipg of fome words in the vifible appearance of men. Yet here 
certainly is fomething no lefs marvellous, were it underftood. 
2. To turn thq Pagan world to be Chriftian, and there- 
with a throwing down of their temples, and abandoning that 
^orfhip'^nd profound veneration, which for fo vaft a fpace 
of time^ the nations once had to their gods; yea, this by die 
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word of the gofpel, wlthout'raight or power; Is it not truely 
fuch a thing as to bring a new world forth in our fight, and 
a creation indeed ? It is true, many ages are pad - fince this 
was; yet is it of fuch import, a revolution fo famous and 
public through the earth, and of that unanfwerable evidence, 
that this day, as a new and continued wonder, it might be as 
ftill prefent in our fight. And can this poffibly be forgot, 
what the kijown records of thefe times, which we have in 
our hands, continue to tell us; how ftrange a face fome ages 
ago there was upon the world, and what a change (for 
which human reafon could never find a caufe) hath followed; 
that fo long a rooted religion Ihould be forced to difappear 
and this by an unfeen power with the gofpel, that did not 
ftrive, nor cry out. So as now, for many ages Jupiter is no 
more known, nor hath Diana her temple, or Apollo his ora- 
cles : but thefe found to be fuch gods as in Elijahs time who 
could neither help nor plead their own caufe, whilft their 
friends contended for them, nor could they be once awaken- 
ed to appear for their interefts. O what a continued miracle 
is this, that no diftance of time can bring in debate, or al- 
ledge a poflTible deceit or impofture therein! 3. Is it not 
more than human, and the vifible produft of an immediate 
power from heaven, that awe and authority with the preach- 
ed gofpel, which is found on thefe who hate it, not only t© 
beget a feigned fubjeftion, but in truth and effeO: fome fub- ' 
jefting of their confciences? for it is feen where no vifible 
motive is, no hazard from without to influence fuch a thing, 
how many millions have fuch a force put on them by a power 
which themfelves do not underftand, to fear and regard that 
name, and thus pay homage to the gofpel, in whofe foul 
there is a real and inbred enmity thereto ? this is a marvel- 
lous thing, what an awe and dread is put on the mod of the 
Chriftian world, even upon their confcience, that would 
make them ftand with an hprror and trembling to abandon 
Chrlftianity, in whom a real hatred to the truth and power 
thereof is fo difcernlble. 4. It is an unanfwerable evidence, 
this can be no human work, but an immediate creation of 
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God, which 13 in bringing forth the fruit of the lips by the 
miniftry of men-, that the greateft efFefts of the gofpel in the 
world, hath in all ages had this kno*>vn remark therewith, 
to be more, found by the doArine of the crofs, and the plain- 
nefg and fimplicity of the truth, than by the wifdom of words, 
or the furtheft perfuafives of human eloquence; to witnefs, 
that it is not art, or the excitement of men's words, but there 
is an evidence and demonftration of the fpirit, an enlivening 
air and found, that is moft difcemible from the words of 
thefe who are puffed up. And thus it is evident, that the 
kingdom of God is not in word, but power-, and how the 
truth hath a felf-evidencing light therewith, and that native 
luftre which no human invention could ever reach; a Painter 
may repref«nt the lively colours of a flower .to admiration,' 
but no art can give forth its fragrancy and vital fcent. 

SeSt. 4. How great a difcovery of the truth of the Scrip- 
ture is this, which hath in all times been known by the faints 
in the event, as certainly as they know they live and breathe 
in the air, That it is God who ivorheth alt their works in theniy 
I fa. xxvi. 12! I confefs, one of the depths of religion is here, 
the world cannot reach, and thefe who pretend that freedom 
and command within their foul, which hath no dependance 
on a fupematural influence and power, will not know; but 
^ fure and known it is, that I muft fay, if the evidence and cer- 
tainty fuch have, who are Chrifl:ian's indeed, could be wit- 
oefied to others, and their experience refolved in words as 
they know it in truth, the world would be then forced to 
fee a debate about this is as ftrange as theirs who would 
queftion, if their be a truth in motion, or if day light be a 
dream and delufion, or not. The foul is one of the rareil 
pieces of the whole creation of God; and it is here as on a 
ftage and theatre, the greateft of his works are wrought, yea^ 
fuch that a Chriftian cannot but know to be his immediate 
working) which i. He finds is fo far above his pwn reach 
to bring forth, if he be not a great ftranger to himfelf. 2i 
Such he finds by no moral arguments or the influence of 
outward means could poflibly be effefbuate; and how littley 
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with the greatcft abundance of thcfe is oft to be found, of a 
power or efieftual working thereby on the foul? 3. Thefe 
he can clearly fee whole work they are, by bringing them to 
that teft of the written word for their trial. 4. They are 
fuch works as are not feen at a diftance, but lie fo near, that 
a Chriftian can retire within hunfelf, and there have fo clear 
and unanfwerable evidence of a Godhead and the trudi of 
his word, that I muft fay, were this great demonftration more 
purfued, of the Lord's coming near to men in his immediate 
working on their foul, with a deeper refleftion thereon, fuch 
a degree of aflurance about the truth, might tlus way be 
reached, that even by the moft of ferious Chriftians feems 
not to be fuppofed or fought after j this is a price for wifdom 
in our hand, that few know how to improve. 

Having premifed thefe, I fliall here offer in fome inftances, 
how great a dif covery the faints, thus have of the Lord's 
being God, and the certainty of his truth, by that they 
know and fee of his immediate work within their foul. 

1. How oft he caufeth a day-break of light and life, by a 
marvellous furprife to arife within, when nothing but dark- 
nefs can be feen widiout, like a fun-fliine at midnight, is a 
truth not more truely promifed to the upright than it is 
found, Pfal. cxii. 4. 

2. His caufing their peace to abound, when furrounded 
every where with trouble and diftrefs^ for whence could 
fuch a thing poflibly be, if it were not from heaven, to rejoice 
in tribulation, and find that which caufeth them take plea^. 
fure in perfecution, in neceffities, and reproach for Chrift'fi 
fake ? Joh xvi. 2. 2 Cor. ii. 9. Yet this is known and expe* 
rienced. 

3. Thcreftoring their foul by a prefent andfenfible relief^ 
Vhen it hath been ready to fail, and give over, as under a 
JBeliquium; which Was David* s witnefs, Pfal. xxiii. 3. Is 
^t not found that if not immediately from above, no other 
\vay it could have come ? 

4. How there is a fenfible impowering of a Chriftian in 
the inward man to wreftle and follow hard after God, under 
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£»r^ predHres from ^tlumt, fo that he knows the call to 
this in the word is not more difcemible than his being caufed 
to approach by a felt influence, and power on the foul, Pfal. 
Ixv. 4. how great a witneft is thus to be had of the truth, 
and that furely the Lord is God? 

5. Nothing can be more known than this is to the faints, 
that furprifing influence which is oft on their faith to caufe 
them hope on the word, and have a fatisfied refting thereon, 
without anxiety, which ail their former efl'ays could not do; 
yea this, when no outward appearance hath given the leaft 
advantage, but their difficulties on that hand feemed more 
to incrcafc; mufl: not this be immediately from heaven, and 
above all natural caufes? fee Pfal. cxix. 49^ and Pfal. cxlii. 3. 
whzt an account is there given. 

6. It is fure none of the faints but may know ^vhofe work 
it is, that in one moment can enlarge their foul, and put it 
a going with an eafy and unconftrained motion after their 
duty, who were before fo fenfibly clogged and fettered there^ 
in; and how marvellous a change /^^ blowing of fuch a gale 
hath caufed; where nothing from any outward caufe could be 
found fOT it; ere ever 1 was aware my fotil made me like the 
chariots of a wiling people ^ Cant. vi. la., 

7. It is no Icfs difcemible how the weight and preflure of 
their burden is oft remarkably taken ofl^, which was before 
like to fink them, even when the Jburden lieth as fore upon 
them from outward caufes a« ever, yea, nothing to lighten 
it that way, but finds there is a flaying the rough windy in the 
day of the eafl wind^ Ifa. xxvii. 8. and how in their hear ap^ 
pioach to him, fuch a perfuafion he can beget in their foul 
of a delivery which feemed moft hopelefs from any prcfent 
appearance, that all anxiety, aiid difquiet is then gone, and 
taken ofl^ their fpirit. 

8. Thus is he known to be God on the fouls of his people, 
who can fubje£): the will with its own confent, to follow the 
di£iatc ot an enlightened underftanding, and cflFeftually de- 
termine it, which once no moral arguments or reafon could 
do, fo that the heart is as it were ilolen and caught away, yet 
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with yconftraint, but fuch as hath a moff difcernibie cott-«' 
gruity betwrixt that drawing power, and their greatefl liberty^ 
Cant, i, 4. 

SeB. 5. Here is a wonderful thing, and a tnoft convincmg 
Jeal to the truths this day ift ourftght^ if our eyes were but 
awake to regard it, that the natural man cannot fee y or perceive 
the things of God^ i Cor. ii. 14. How fuch a darknefs il^uld 
be, That the moff fearching fpirits, who in the depths and 
fubtilities of nature exceed the ordinary reach of men, yet 
here are blind, though they know it not, and whilft they ex- 
crcife their reafon, and judgment, about the truths of the 
gofpel, where fo great a light doth (hine forth, yet are thefe 
hid from their eyes, and they verily (hut out from the Bible, 
even while they read it, fo as they cannot fee that which 
makes the (rmple wife^ Oh what a thing fliould this jbe 
were it underftood ! and how clear and demonftrative an evi- 
dence is it of the truth, a darknefs which doth no lefs con- 
firm the Scripture of God, than that marvellous light which 
fliines therein to others. It is ftrange how far men would 
go to fee fome extraordinary miracle wrought, or fuch a 
pbce of the earth, in which the light did brightly fhine, 
when at that prefent time, nothing but darknefs were to be 
feen round about; but is not here fomething no lefs marvel- 
lous, and undoubtedly fure, which now is before us, if wc 
could- come near to fee* 

1. Though it were not (hewed us in the written word, it 
is fure and undeniable fuch muft be in the dark, let them pre- 
tend what they will, and do not reaUy fee nor underftand, 
what in the Scripture is moft plain, who can on thefe rocks 
and precipices fo confidently run, which would caufe an in- 
expreffible fear and horror, if they had that fight thereof, 
which others have from the fame truths, they feem to con-* 
vei*fe with. 

2. That there is a reality in this ftrange darknefs (though 
it is a dream to the world) is fure, and known by Chriftiai^ 
experience, not only at their firft entry into a fpiritual ftate^ 
w^at a nvirvellous light tlien breaks up, which they, ne^er mi- . 
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derftood before, or had the leaft conception of; but in their 
after- walk what a fight and difcovery is to be had fometime« 
of a Scripture-truth, that if they would give all the world 
for it they cannot have at other times. 

3. And is not this fuch a darknefs, whence it is demon- 
ftratively clear, there muft be a fupernatural evidence and 
difcovery of the Scriptttre, which from the light of reafon 
and nature do not in degree but in kind dificr, as truely as 
the light of the fun is from that of a candle. 

4. Thus it is not the revealing of truths to us with the 
greateft objeftive perfpicuity can enlighten, until once it be 
revealed in us. But though men have a natural faculty of 
iinderftanding, and no want of light in the objeft, and tne^ 
£umy yet doth it fhlne in on fuch a darknefs that compre- 
hends it not, nor can receive and difcern fpiritual things fpi- 
rituaMy. 

5. Here needs not only a faculty and habitual illumina- 
tion, but a prefent and aftual irradition of the mind there- 
with, and immediate difpofing of the foul to go forth and 
Kceive the truth, as it is reprefented in its true luftre and 
beauty. - 

6. Thus we may dearly fee there is ftich a thing as real 
evidence, and perception of divine truth, and a feeing -it with 
our eyes that others only fee in a map ; with which there is ^ 
aifo a transforming tlie foul into the very things there con- 
tained, and a changing it into the fpirituality of the word, 
which as it is there written forth unto us, we know, and are 
fure its record is true; and fo is it found. 

Se£^, 6u It is an undoubted event of the Scripture where 
men may fee a nj&itnefs to the truths no lefs convincing^ than of 
the moft extraordinary miracles, that a fpiritual feed Jheuld he 
kept up in the earthy which doth not fail or wear out, under 
all eflays to ruin the fame: But fuch an excellent fpecies of 
Ghriftians in its kind as vifibly tranfmitted through all ages 
by a continued fucceflion as that of mankind. It is fure this 
was promifed to the church, Ifa. liii. 10. Pfal. lxxxiXi4, 29. 
and to this ptefent time is it not feen how marvelloi^fly ii; 
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hath taken place, yea, what an cKtraotdinary appcat ance of 
God IS there if thefe were rightly under flood? i. That hu-^ 
man race can boaft of no longer continuance in the earth, 
than this blefled feed can do 5 for with Adam's fall did Chrif- 
tianity firft break up that to this day lives, yea', \vithout in- 
terruption hath been perpetuated^ not in a feaduw but in 
truth and reality, and fince that time did the fun iwver 
fliine in fo difmal a day, when it could be faid, there were 
men in the earth, but no Chriftiana, or that the church did 
die Without an heir and oflfspring. 2. How could this pof- 
fibly be without an immediate power from heaven, where a 
continued war hath been on foot thefe five thoufand yeara 
and more to wear fuch a feed out, whilft we fee what 
length of time can do in the world j and that a war without 
ceffation, were it but for one age, could not fail in an ordi- 
nary way to depopulate, and wear out th^ moft flourifhing 
Countries. 3. Such a war and enmity is this which thus 
hath been kept up, that as it is not againft the godly fo much 
as at that divine image they bear, and not Chriftians, but thC: 
truth of Chriftianity. 4. Which makes this wonder the great- 
er, we fee the party ftated in the quarrel againft (uch a feed, 
is not fpiritual wickednefs only, or the united concurrence of 
men, but the very nature of man now depraved, and not an 
enmity, that is tranfient or taken up, but doth as naturally 
defcend from one race to another, with in-bred principles, as 
it is for men to eat, or fleepj fo that it may be faid human 
race doth not more naturally move to the prefcrviug its own 
kind, than to deftrey this. 5. How far is this above nature, 
or the poffibiHty of fecond caufes, when it is fo clear, not 
one of that continued race of the faints, but muft have anew 
life and being from heaven, elfe not at all ; hath no human 
progenitors, but is the immediate offspring of God,, and no 
worhb to bring forth fuch a birth, but his eternal counfel and 
decree. One Chriftian cannot beget another, but it is as 
great and marvellous a work the bringing forth of the mean- 
eft of the faints to have fuch a new ftate and being as ta 
make of a piece of red clay a living perfon. 6. Thus is there 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



tXF THE SCRIPTURE. 3^ 

not a Tifihlc difcovcry of the being of God, and certainty of 
the -word, when it is fo erident, the continued flux of time, 
and its changes cannot abate the power and efficacy of di- 
vine truth; but with caqji following age is fo convincingly 
(hewed forth, as can witnefs the gofpcl does not fpend its 
ftrength through length of time, but is ftill, wherever it 
ccrnies, as a new gift to the world, which hath the f ulnefs of 
a blcffing therewith, even when from other places, it wants 
not fome fatal periods and judicial departure. 7- How great 
a wonder is here, if we could confider what difmal times 
have gone fo oft over the church, and that impetuous torrent 
of error and Atheifm which hath threatened no lefe than at 
once to fwallow up all ferious religion amongft men j fo that 
the continuing of fuch an intereft this day in the earth) and 
that Chriftianity ftill lives, yea, not in a fhadow, but in truth, 
is tr^dy no lefs marvellous than the preferring mankind in 
the arlf when all flefli pcriflied, whicl> by an immediate power 
from leaven vras fo vifibly then fecured; and fuch that we 
may fear a felf-ohlivioii, and wearing out of human race will 
(boner take place, than the failing of this excellent ^ri^. 

SeB. 7. It is fure, we fee in the event, what the Scripture 
only could reveal, and all may know to be no natural verity, 
That fuch an union there is in onefpiritual nature^ atid an onenefs 
in hind among the faints^ as we know there is a certainty of the 
being of mankind^ and that agreenlent which in the fame na* 
ture men have with other; a truth clearly held forth to us, 
I Cor. xii. II. Eph. iv. 3. 2 Pet. i. 14. and its taking place 
fo great; a witnefs and demoaftration of the word, that I muft 
fay, were this underftood might be more convrncingy tlian if 
every day were to bring forth fome extraordinary miracles 
before us. But for further clearing, let us confider thefe 
two, I . How it is fure, there is a reality in this, and that it 
may be as evidently feen as we read it in the Bible. 2. Of 
what great import this is, for a more full perfuaiion upon 
our foul of the truth. 

As to the firft. They muft (hut their eyes (I mean fuch as 
l^ow any thing of thi& povver of religion) if they know not 
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tliefe undeniable evidences of its certainty: i. That there is 
one fpiritual tafte and favour of the things erf God, which- 
every where and in all times is known by the faints, though 
it be not in the fame vigour at eveiy time, but from t^ie pre- 
valence of the flefh hath oft a fenfible abatement and wearing 
out; yet it is a truth, by experience fo witnefled, that to 
fuch who are Chriftians indeed, and partakers of a new na- 
ture, this may be czlled^ proprium quarto modo, 2. When in 
any vigour that nature exerts itfelf, is not fuch a fympathy 
alfo found with it, that all may fee no outward interefts 
or human tics have had weight to influence the fame; but 
where grace doth remarkably fhine in one, it will help to 
excite and draw it forth in another, with as real a fympathy 
as can be found on the neareft ties and union in nature. 3. 
Is there not a particular fuiting of the fame means every 
where to fuch a nature, as praying, meditation, hearing of 
the word, &c. fo as no change of climate, and no place in 
the earth fo remote, where there is* a real Chriftian, but 
thefe do as naturally anfwer thereto, as our daily bread can 
do to this body ? yea, here alfp are the fame oppofites (which 
to this hleffed nature are deftru<9:ive) no lefs difcemible. 
4* And are not the fame effcfts and charadleriftical opera- 
tions of fiich a nature through all ages known among the 
faints? that as it is eafy to difcern a man by figns and marks 
peculiar to his kind from a beaft, it is clear, there are alfo 
breathings after God, and foul-converfe with him, that are 
as infcparably annexed to a real Chriftian; yea, but one 
center here where all the ftirring^ and beating of this fpiri- 
tual life do as natively tend as the fparks fly upward. 5. It 
is clear, whatever difltrence is in the way and manner of the 
conveyance of grace to a Chriftian*s foul yet there is but one 
fpring and original of fuch a new nature; and how this is no 
moral fuafion or any external caufe, but is found to be an 
immediate power from heaven, by the revealed gofpel, which 
in all of that kind doth beget the fame image and refemblance 
of the fecond Adarrii as trucly as that of the firft is to be found 
in his offspring. 6. Here alfo is a marvellous onenc(s in ex* 
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perlence of the truth, to which none of the faints thro* the 
earth can be a ftrangerj how quickening, ftrengthcning, and 
rcfrcfhing influences are certainly let forth by the word in 
their ferious following duty. 

Now as thefe are demonftratively clear, let us confider of 
how great weight and import fuch a truth is, if our thoughts 
could be more flayed thereon: i. To witnefs the reality of 
godlinefs, and that the being of a Chriftian is no more a 
(hadow, than the being of a living man. 2. That this can 
be no tranfient difpofition, which the times, the tempera- 
ment of the body, or outward caufes might influence j but 
the reality of a new creature, which rifeth further above the 
nature of man, than it in its higheft elevation is above the 
nature of beafls. 3. Thus we may fee, whatever diflferences 
are amongft the truely godly, to which their corruption, 
darknefs of mind, and contrariety of natural difpofitions h 
oft found to give a fad rife, yet thefe can no way "reach feri- 
ous godlinefs a blow; it being clear fuch a new nature is^ 
where they all meet with a marvellous onenefs and cqrref- 
pond in the fpeci fie properties of a Chriftian. 4. Thus they 
can know and difcern their own kind, are mutually difclofed ^ 
to other, by fo near an intercourfe of their fouls^ that if fuch 
a furprife were, for one Chriftian to find another in fome re* 
mote part of the world, to whom the Lord in fome^extraor- 
dinary way had revealed himfelf, and had never known what 
converfe with any fuch was; O what a natural warming one 
to another, and feeling intercourfe fliould there be found upon 
this mutual difcovery, even as the meeting of two men in it 
land inhabited only by the beafts would caufe to fee their 
own kind. 

Se&, 8. How wonderful an event of the Scripture, which 
yet in all times is^fo certainly known, are thefe contrary ef- 
fefts the gofpel hath on men, when to fome it is a fa^rouf 
of deaths that is a favour of life unto others, ^ Cor. \u 
14, 15. Afts xxviii. 24. for it is fure no natural caufe^ 
nor tlie influence of outward* inftruments can in this 
ftrangc thing be alledgedj tliat men exercifing- reafony^ 
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who hare the fame in-brcd fears and hopes of things e** 
ternal, and by nature alike paffions with others, yea, have 
fouls in the fame capacity to be wrought on by moral in- 
ducements, (hould by the very fame means be to differently 
influenced to fuch contrary effefls, that whereat one ftumbles, 
others are faved and ftrengthened ; one made further dead 
and Income as a ftone, by that means which begets tender- 
nefs and weeping in others; yea, one 'made to tremble, and 
his joints to (hake at the word^ while they who are b^low 
them in a natural courage are not at all moved, but wonders 
what (hould affright them by fuch a found; Thus alfo is iU 
that fome are made to hear a voice, beyond words, ^ ftnt 
Jlrepitu fyllaharumy which is furely known upon his foul to be 
his beloved's voice,' while thefe who (it by can difcem no fuch 
thing. O what is this? which if it were known aright, I 
muft fay is as vifible and immediate ah appearanee of God, 
as the working of any miracle that ever wasj when here men 
may convincingly fee, i . How it is not of him that willeth 
or runneth, but there is a divine breath and air that is front 
heaven immediately, while at the fame time it goes by others 
unperceived. 2. That here none are mafters of their own 
motion, nor can any previous difpofition from nature be al- 
ledged to give the word of the gofpel an advantage, upon fome 
more, than others; and it is fore no human reafon can find a 
caufe for it from without, why fuch a mean at the very fame 
time (hould be^et love in fome and hatred in others, that 
when to the world the opening lip of divine truth is foolifh- 
fiefs, others (hould be then ftruck with amazement at fo great 
a difcovery of the wifdom of GOD there. 3^ Is it not feen 
alfo, how furprifmg and unexpefted this oft is found to be, 
that the more rude and ftubborn in their nature are fo re- 
markably oft influenced by the word, while on thefe who are 
more poli(hed and refined, there is no fuch ftirring* 4. And 
may it not be eafy to fee the truth of an innate quality; when 
fome feed and fuck hoi>ey from the fame mean out of which 
others draw forth poifon; and though no perfuafions of men 
can take off that in-bred averfion to fpirituai things, 0? 
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change fuch an impoifoned nature, yet is there a divine 
jk)wer found to do. this. 

SeEf. 9. It is a great event of the Scripture nvhere we may 
fee the truth near^ and a vtftble demonftration of GOD lefore 
our eyes in thefe fpiritual gifts given under the Nenv Tefament 
to the churchy and for her ufe; which as it is exprefly held 
forth to us, Pfal. Ixviii. 18; i Cor. xii. 14. fo is its taking 
place clear arid undeniable even before the world this day, 
with fo immediate a witnefs from heaven to the truth and 
ordittances of the gofpel, as might' force a conviction on 
the greateft Atheifts of the being of God, and certainty 
of his word. Thefe are fo manifeft, i. How fuch fpiritual 
gifts are not fimply acquired, but they are given-, which 
by no (kill or means could be attained, if there were not 
an immediate convey from above, tho' this doth not juf- 
tle with that conin>anded ufe of means for their further im- 
provement. 2i lliat thefe are fUch as men may fee have no 
dependence or neceflary connexion with gifts merely natural; 
but the moft excellent endowments of nature, if alone, are 
found to be a poor (hadow to ferve the church, and that they 
are not fuited for fuch an end, though of fingular ufe in their 
own place. 3. T'hefe are gifts that we fee do not ceafe or 
wear out, where there is a diVirie miffion, and wherever the 
church is a building; but when once there is a judicial time, 
upon fome particular church, it may be then eafy to difcem 
how both gifts and grace are a going, and ^ gardual departr. 
ure both of light and heat. 4. And are they not fuch with 
which the world is forced to fee a marvellous energy and 
power for theif enlivening, yea fomething of a fpiritual air 
and breath, and another favour and evidence, to witnefs thefe 
gifts are not only given, but the ufe and exercife thereof muft 
have an immediate intercourfe with heaven, and that furely 
there is fomething beyond words or the reach of all human 
invention in bringing forth the truth, even a fupernatural in- 
fluence, that the moft eminently fpiritual minifter hath not 
to difpofe of at his plbafure; but I muft fay, the with-draw- 
ing of this fometimes may be as ftrengthening a remark, and 
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of no lefa ufc to edify the church, than the moft difcernibk 
enlargements at other times. 5. As a more vifihle acceffion 
of thefe gifts now to the church in the times of the New 
Teftam^t, is clear; it maybefeen alfo, how a divine incite- 
ment is foraetimes eminently {hewed forth for their improye- 
ipent and exercife j yea how thefe are then fuited for the ufe 
and fervice of fuch a time, that it's fure, no remarkable ejti- 
gence of the church did need a fpiritual gift, but it was found 
and fome called forth, the hand of the Lord being ftrong up- 
on them for fuch an end. It is indeed ftrange among other 
great evidences of the truth, that this Ihould not be niore 
convincing, and how moft pafs it with fuch ordinary thoughts, 
that I . Is fo clear and demonftrative an evidence, that the 
church's head does affuredly live,, whom though we fee not, 
yet cannot but fee a real and efFeftual communication he 
hath with his body upon earth, as we are fure there is a fun 
that fliines in the firmament, when there is fo fenfible a dif- 
fufion of light, and heat from it. 2. Thus is there a vifible 
witnefs from heaven to that marvellous eredion of the church 
here, with its peculiar offices and fervice, as it is a politic 
body, and that the authority and extract: of a ftanding mini- 
ftry under the gofpel is not only from above, but thence alfo 
are its continued furniture and endowments, by a very im- 
mediate iiltcrcourfe.^3. Thus we may have a great difcovery 
of the Lord's being God. I have oft thought, a ferious and 
faithful minifter of Chrift, who knows in following his work, 
what near convene with his mafter, and a clofe immediate 
dependence on him is in the exercife of thefe gifts; hath a 
peculiar advantage, for fome rare and fingular confirmations 
of the truth upon his foul, which are much hid from others; 
and though thefe who look on at a diftance, ca;inot know 
fuch immediate approaches of the Lord, and marvellous im- 
preffions as thefe left on their foul, when brought near to 
him, or what may be betwixt a ferious humble minifter of 
Jefus Chrift and his mafter: yet is there not fome glance of 
fuch a thing, and a wafF as it were of the glorious God doth 
go by to the difcerning of others, as will force this convifliw 
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on-, here muft be fomething more than human; and that a 
near and real intercourfe betwixt heaven and men upon earth 
is no empty (how. 

Se^. ID. Is it not an undeniable event of the Scripture, 
when the immediate appearance of God, and of a power 
above nature can only be feen to bring it forth; thefe more 
folemn times y and high fpring-tides of the power and efficacy of the 
ivord^ which are found to accompany the preached go/pel^ as the 
breaking in of a flood, that hath a force therewith which no- 
thing then can refill, we know fuch a thing is clear from the 
Scripture, that fo great and efFeftual a door is fometimes 
opened to the church, 2 Cor. i. 12, 19. i Thef. i. 5. And 
it is fure this is known and witneflTed to the world, not only 
witj^ the firft times of the gofpel, but in thefe laft ages •, fo 
as It may be feen, the fun doth not more certainly return in 
the fpring and fummer to the earth, than that fuch great re- 
volutions have their time alfo of falling in with the church, 
fuch that all may fee, i . Muft be an immediate divine power, 
that can (hut the church's womb, and open it, yea, bring 
forth fuch a wonder before our eyes, as is Ifa. Ixvi. 7, 8. that 
a nation fhould be horn at once^ and for the earth to bring forth 
in one day, 2. iSuch times as clearly (hew this is the very * 
finger of God, by that fwift difpatch the work of the gofpel 
then hath when a few days or years are feen to bring in more 
to the church, than fometimes hath been the produft of an 
age; what ftupendious, and full draughts are in this day of 
the power of the gofpel, yea, how inflruments are then vifibly 
;i^d forth above their ordinary reach. 3. Whofe work this 
is all may know, which is fo clear to have no dependence on 
men, their painfulnefs, or that advantage of the moft excels 
lent natural endowments, but fuch a marvellous increafe i§ 
thus found to the church, when it is fo difcernible at other 
times, how the moft choice and emitient inftruments are oft 
put to caft out the net with fore toil and labour, and catch 
nothing, the tide being once fpent and gone, and it is cleat 
from no appearances of nature or reafon could this be infer-r 
red, to (hew it is above the reach of all the diviner$ in th^ 
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"Urorld where the ftars and their conjun£lion can have no In- 
fluence. 4. Befide the real efFe£ls then of the gofpel may it 
not be eafy to fee an unufual brightnefs and heat go forth 
with fuch times, thefe glances of a divine power and majefty 
with the ordinances, as caufeth amazement, and how then 
the truth gets fuch acceptation, , that minifters will be in 
n^ore hazard from the ov^r-ftretching of their hearers' love 
and refpeft, than from contempt. 5. To witnefs here is a 
work vifibly above nature, and the power of fecond caufes, 
is not the opening of fuch an efFeftual door, and greateft op- 
pofition from men, moft ufually found to meet 5 and how 
fuch a marvellous income by the gofpel, when leaft of out- 
ward incitements are to be a bait. But a time of many fal- 
ling off, and Humbling at the trouble and reproach which 
attend the truth^ is oft feen to be the time of bringing others 
forward, yea, with that ftrong afFeftion and defire, which 
nothing but the fight of an invifible God, and an immediate 
power on the foul could do; this \s no romance or fiction, 
but is a feal, and witpefs from heaven to the truth, fuch as 
the world cannot deny, that it muft be his work, and his 
alone, who is able to fubdue 2\\ things to himfelf^ when he thus 
doth rend the heavens and come downy to make the mountains 
flow down at his prefence. 

SeB. 1 1 . Could we fee or regard, what is before us, here 
is a vifible difcovery of God, and of the certainty of his 
truth in his making out that promife; Mat. xii. 12. and xxv. 
29. that unto every one who hath itjhallhe given; how a remu- 
neration and increafe doth indeed follow the Chriftian's work, 
and a vigorous a£i:ivity to improve his little as is there writ- 
ten forth, yea, fuch that may be clearly feen, i$. above all that 
men's endeavour and diligence in an ordinary way could have 
promifed, but mufl be immediately from heaven, and as the 
undoubted efFe£l: of the promife. Now fome few convincing 
remarks of this truth, which hath been clearly witnefled thro' 
all times of the church, I fhall here offer, i. How fur- 
prifing an iflue moft hopelefs eflays at duty with foreft wreft- 
lings oft have had to the Chriftian's advantage, year, even to 
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^Jmtration, when they cannot but fee, how great difficultiesf 
were made the way to lead into their greateft mercies, anci 
that better is the end ofn thing than the beginning. 2. That 
marvellous out-come the improvement of a little ftrength for 
the church s^nd fervice of their generation is oft found to have, 
-vifhich though it doth not appear for many days, yet fuch is 
it feen to be in the clofe, that in no ordinary 'way, or from vi- 
fible appearances could have been expefted. oj. How the 
feed was never loft, which was fo^n to the fpirit, but in due 
time hath returned bringing the flieaves wi^h it, and tha^ 
thefe do not lofe their work, but is found ftill to abide with 
an inexpreffible comfort and joy thence, where there is a do^ 
ing for God, and a fingle intending him in it. 4. That to 
abound in the work of the Lordy was never in vain, but in all 
times hath fuch an incre^fe as makes the difference betwixt 
them in the reaping, and thofe who fowed fparingly moft 
difcemibje. 5. That no lot or trial of a Chriftian was ever 
fp fad, but fuch an improvement is to be made thereof, to 
make it ^ help to their joy, and let them fee no providence 
can come i^ their way, but brings their mercy and up-making 
with it, if the work and duty whereat it points lie not behind. 
6. Thus js it found alfo, how the unfeen work of the faints 
in fecret praye;-, and doing for the Lord without the witnefs 
of men, wants not an open reward, and that a hid growth to 
the root, and under the ground fhall be fo far feen, that their 
profiting may appear to all men. 7. There is a giving which 
vifibly tends to enrich the giver; and. fuch liberal devices y by 
which men are found to fland with a greater income even to 
the difceming of the world, than all the excefliye care and 
griping of others ha^h reaped. 8. Is it not clearly feen, how 
the drawing forth of the foul to feed the church, by fuch as 
are called thereto, is the way to make themfelves fat; and in 
watering others, thefe alfo are watered. 9. How fuch as 
have chofen affliftion rather than fin, in that day have found 
ij given them to fuffer with fo pre fen t an income of ftrength, 
as hath made it not to their own aftonifhment only, but of 
others alfo, eafy and fweetj the appearance whereof -at a 
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diftance was ready to faint them; yea, thus it may be truely 
faid, that fomething in the faith of the martyrs for the truth, 
hath been oft no lefs wonderful than in the faith of miracles. 
10. It is known, how ftrengthening remarks and confirma- 
tions from the Lord of his truth, waits fuch that feek them, 
and a ferious reaching at lefler things for this end hath great- 
er added; and that mercies then want not fomething con- 
firming to their faith therewith, where it is looked after as 
the better part of their mercy. But to what a volume fhould 
known inftances of this truth amount; thefe few things arc 
here only touched, to witnefs how great a difcovery of God, 
and of his immediate appearance in bringing forth fo mar- 
vellous a promife is before our eyes, that we may fee no con- 
iteftion in nature is more fure and indiffoluble, than that 
which is betwixt the Chriftian's ^ork and his increafe, and 
amidft: thefe ftrange uncertainties and difappointments which 
are this day, how this doth not fail, that the fruit of righte- 
bufnefs is ftill peace, and he who foweth may fow in hope; 
yea, fuch a feen blefling is there on the Joweft fize and mea- 
fure of the labouring Chriftian, according to the promife, as 
to make their little grow, and bring up the laft to be firfl. 

SeB. 12. What the Scripture only could fhew, is it not a 
truth may be convincingly feen in the event, that even here 
there ii an immediate falling into the hand cf the living God, 
HeK X. 3 1. And fuch ftrokes Ihewed forth on men, which 
arc evident to be above man's ftrength to inflid, or his capa- 
city to comprehend, if they were not foretold in the word. 
It is fure, fuch a feal the truth hath this day, and that thefe 
afts of divine judgment are feen to occur; for which no 
human knowledge by fecond caufes could find either the 
caufe or the cure, but doth with the very firft view prefent 
the awful appearance of God, and conflrains the confciencc 
to acknowledge his immediate hand, and how thefe can be 
|io cafual adventure, but are a vifible out-making of the Scrip- 
ture. Some particular inftances I (hall here offer, which the 
vy orld cannot bring under debate, they are fo known and 
clear a witnefs to this truth. 
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I. As there is a great diverfity of influence and operation, 
the Lord hath on the fpirits of men; this may be a marvel- 
lous evidence thereof; A Jlroke of infatuation from his hand 
on men*s counfel and judgment, where no vifible caufc or 
previous defeft of this could be alledged, but is fuch that all 
may fee is immediately from the Lord in verifying of thid 
truth. Thus how ftrange a faint and amazement at ordi- 
nary difficulties, a fatal precipitance in their motion without 
regard to circumftances, the feafon and opportunity of things 
is then witneffed, fo as in the noon day they cannot under- 
ftand their way, but made to grope as in the darkeft night. 
I am fure the world can be no ftranger to fuch a fight, nor 
to thefe remarks of an immediate divine hand therein, if they 
would but open their eyes, i . That here cannot be fome 
ftrange accident in nature, when it is fo clear an out-making 
of the Scripture, and the very fame wonder repeated which 
Ifa. fpeaks of chap. xxiv. 14. when the nvifdom of the tui/e 
fhouldfail^ and the counfel of the prudent h' hid. 2. Is fuch a 
ftroke, where a remarkable taking away that ftafF on which 
they feemed moft to lean may be then feen, that no flefti 
fliould glory in his prefence- 3. A ftroke that all muft con- 
fefs is above the influence or conjunction pf the ftars, and no 
produ£i of natural caufes, when not a perfon only, but a 
people this is feen to reach and not the vile but the honour- 
able and ancient: to (hew it is from the Lord of hoUSy that the 
Princes ofZoan are fools ^ and her wife counfellors brutijhy faith 
Ifaiah chap. xxii. And there alfo is the reafon given, why 
fuch can neither fee nor prevent what is fo evidently before 
them, hecaufe he hath purpofed it^ anditmujlcometopafs. 4^ 
This remark alfo may be clear, of fuch a ftroke, how convin- 
cingly it falls in with the time of a people or nation's judg- 
ment, and when fome great change is drawing nigh- 5. And 
muft not the world fee a power here above them, who thus 
by an invifible hand can give a ftroke which none is able tc^ 
cure, and make a people work their own ruin more than all 
their adverfaries; to fhew, that judgment hath many arrows in 
its quiver, and no counfel or wifdom can be againft the Lord*- 
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' 2. Thus there is an imratAiztQ falling into the hands of thi 
living OOD may be witncffed, when xHcitfcourgeJlaysJuddenly^ 
dnd in a moment makes difpatchy Job ix. fuch as an extraordi^ 
nary plague and contagion, that brings quick defolation there- 
with-, fome amazing fires, which as a lightening turns a city 
ihto a ruinous heap; fiich alfo are thefe immediate ftrokes 
of a divine hand on particular perfons that adniit no parley, 
But are done before ere they be once apprehended; thefe aire 
mdeed prodigies of judgment, though from no age they are 
hid, v/hich without a brutifh ftupidity iftay be clearly feen td 
be no common or cafual occurnlents, but a fupernatural cauf- 
uality is there, and the immediate appearance of that God, 
in whofe hand, as an adverfary, it is a terrible thing to fall^ 
whofe power cati rfeach a city or nation, as well as a particu-^ 
lar perfon. 

3. To witnefs this truth. There is nothing more obvious 
than an immediate delirery of fome unto Satan and undet 
his power for judgment, yea, how vifible fo ftrange and a- 
iliazing a ftroke is to be from the Lord, when fuch are then 
feen, i . To blafpheme and rage againft him, when his hand 
is upon them, Rev. xvi. 11. 2. That a man's tjtsjhculdfee 
his onvn dejlrudliouy when yet he will not ceafe to oppofe him- 
felf to fuch a divine power, even whilft he finds it purfuing 
him, Ifa. xxvi. 11. 3. This may be clearly known in that 
immediate power of the Devil over ^m6 to enforce their 
own aflaffination; for it is fure, fuch aftonilhing inftances 
there are, where no delirium or want of reafon could be al- 
ledged, and fomething more than a violent inticement within 
made here obvious, like an immediate delivering of fuch up 
to Satan as an executioner; and where not only a violent 
hurrying and incitement thereto is then difcernible, but fo 
much may be feen from the ftrange way it is brought about 
as fhews an aftual concurrence of the Devil, and his hand is 
vifible at fuch a work. This is indeed one of the ftrange 
depths of the judgment of God, where men may fee a male- 
faftor is not more evidently delivered over to the ftroke of 
juftice, and put In the executioner's hand, than fome thus arq 
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given over to Satan to a£^ fuch a part upon them. Ahitht^hd 
and Judas whofe judgment was immediately from heaven^ 
wanted not a burner from hell to execute that fentxmce; I 
know the choiceft of the faints may be thus aflaUltedt for 
whom preventing grace hath oft marvelloufly appeared; yea, 
that fome have been adlually carried the length of fuch an 
horrid felf-aflaffination under a natural diftemper, of whom 
otherwife we flioujd be very tender to judge. This only in 
fuch ftupendous inftances is to fliew how near and vifible 
an approach of God oft is in fome (brokes of his hand, and 
that there is a Jirange punijhment id the workers of iniquity^ 
Job xxxi^ 3. 

4* Thus is there an immediate appearance of God, and 
his hand convincingly witnefled in the delivering up even fome 
of the faints unto Satan for trial; which not only may be feen 
in their outward ftate by a ftrange unufual apj)ointment of 
imbittering things, that then are at once found to meet to 
make a crofs fharp, like a re-acfting of JoVs cafe in fome de- 
gree, and of that method the Devil ufed in that aflault; but 
which is more ftrange and moft difcernible, what is found on 
the foul by thefe horrid injeftions, and impetuous incite- 
ments within to blafpheme, and to have thoughts here that 
are iorribilia de Deoy isf terribilia defide; where it may be judg- 
ed fome of thefe motions, that the damned in hell continu- 
ally have, do there offer to infed the Chriftian*s foul*, what 
an aflault this might have been in that meflenger of Satan 
Paul had to buffet him, the Scripture does not particularly 
witnefs: but it is clear. Job was no ftranger to thefe inven- 
omcd arrows, and fome approach that way no lefs to his foul 
and the inward man, than his body was fore and pained. 
Now in fetting down this inftance, I only intend to (hew 
how fuch a ftrange trial by an extraordinary power and in- 
fluence of the Devil there is, and certainly known to the 
faints, that may witnefs, how eafy it is for the Lord to raife 
a ftorm within, amidft tlie greateft peace and calm without, 
fuch as all the world cannot make ftill \ and how fore an im- 
mediate touch of his hand on the foul and confcience is, as 
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well as the body/ yea^ how the;i^ it may be cleirl;^ feen to he 
fomething above natutal caufes. i ♦ In that horror and con* 
ftemation is therewith, to which no pain or torment in the 
flefli can be compared, 2. That it is not a Angular and rare 
inftance, but in all times fuch an affdult have many of the 
faints had, though I know its fuppofed fingularity makes it 
the more terrible to fome. 3. That in the fame way and 
method it is ftill remarkably fhaped. 4. Yea, where no de- 
fe£t of natural judgment and parts to influence fuch a thing 
can in the lead be feen, 5. How viiible a force this is from 
without, injefllHig that which can have no correfpondcnce 
with their corruption within, but is fuch, that even corrupt 
nature is affrighted at. 6. Such that difcemibly takes ad- 
vantage and gains ground by fear, and flying before it. 7. I 
fhaHadd but this, as thefe have their lucid intervals, in this 
cafe it is Icnown alfo, how prayer and ferious wreftling with 
God by the Mediator hath been ftiH its bcft cure, and found 
more eflfe<ftual here than all phyficians, as^ being a wound 
from- that ^ hand which goes above all human reach and flcilL 
Se^. 13. One inftance more I ihall add, to what hatih 
been held forth on this fubjeft, how near an approach of that 
great trutl^ is even herej and a begun difcovery in the event 
of the Jfate and' condition' of men beyond timCy that there is a 
heaven and a^ heil aft^r this life^ and death is not the laft point 
to put a final period to a -rational being- I confefs this is 
one of the greateft objeSs of our faith, and whatever prc- 
fcnt thoughts we can now have thereof, yet fudi is that glo- 
rious eftate above, and the horror of hell, as will be an un- 
fpeakable futprife to all who come there, and find that they 
never had a conception of before^ but it is fure alfo that 
even here more may be witnefled to men's fenfes, with that 
demonftratiVe evidence of the truth, both of the one and the 
other, yea, in fome degree begun upon the earth, than moft 
are aware of, or will let themfelves know* It is ftrange how 
little this feems to be underftood, and whatdiftance we haver 
in our thoughts, with the being, and reality of thefe great 
thingSj as if heaven and hell, were fome abftra«ft notioni? 
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istAjf "wWch lie hid in the Scripture, and confidjr not what 
near and fenfibk approaches ofiboth are here. 

As to the firft, that glorious ftate of the faints above, how 
marvellous a difeovery is, of this, and that begun enjoyment 
thereof even here: when a ChrifKan fo affuredly knows i. in 
how large^-a meafurc the joy of his prefence is let forth, the 
folnefs whereof is this day in heaven, with thefe fenfibk em- 
braces betwixt Jefus Chrift and the foul, which axe found 
above all exprefiion ; and that this muft certainly be fome 
part of the pleafure above which having no affinity with the 
flefh, bring in fuch ferenity and calmnefs to the heart, and 
doth afford that folace and true delight which the whole earth 
could not do. 2. As it is fure, there is a clear and fenfible 
perception' of fpiritual objefts the faints have in this life, 
which to men by nature are as far above their ri^^ch, as the 
things of another world; is. not fomcthing alio., here to be 
known of that glorified eye the redeemed have above, by that 
near capacity the pure in heart are put in to fee: God j. which 
is more thaii fcems to be belie Ved., ^ 3 . It is known and fure, 
how marvellous transforming that of the foul i$ by gface, 
and in fofarra removing its eatdily quality, fo as to make it 
even in this prcfent ftate tranfparent, and pure in part, that 
the light of the glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrift may 
ihine in them* Yea, thus what a difcernible ripening there 
is and making fuch naeet for that ftate above> by all thefe de- 
grees of a Chriftian's growth here, whereby they are chang- 
ed from glory to glory, which really is fome kind of a begim 
tranflation of the faints to heaven, as there is a coming fur- 
ther up to that full ftature of the man in Chrift. 4. We 
know there is a near and immediate converfe with God here 
fenfibly enjoyed, which no words can make othera know 
what the faints thus fee and feel, as thefe near approaches 
to heaven this way; but fuch a certainty is found thereof, 
that no dying Chriftian but with fome confidence can fay, 
though he change his place, yet will it not be a change of his 
company. 5. And is not fomething of this mSde alfo dif-i 
cemible to others, how fuch oft have come forth vsrith their 
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fiace as it were ihining, and a vifible appearance upon them 
of fome near approach they have then had to the invifible 
God, and another world, that may fliew where they have 
been, and that the canfe muft be certain, when the efFedls 
thereof are fo real. 6. It is known what high degrees of a 
triumphant joy even here are reached by the faints in fol- 
lowing the Lord, and upon fome fpecial venture for him in 
doing or fufFering, which is as it is then found upon their 
foul to be a joy unfpeakable, it may clearly fhew there i^ 
more of heaven in real poflefSon than moft do believe, though 
thefe get not leave to dwell and have a fettled abode in this 
height, but muft come down to fwatter in the depths, and 
have their weeping hours over fins, and the prevalence of 
their own corruption. 7. Is it not both feen and felt in the 
ordinances^ what a brightnefs fometimes is therewith on the 
foul, and how piercing a found may be audibly heard there 
beyond words, with that inefiably fweet and fragrant favour 
of his name, as ointment poured forth, which to a fpiritual 
eye can bring fuch an evidence of the truth of a heaven, as 
men^can have of the fun though under a cloud, by fome rays 
and beams breaking out thence, or by the firft breakings up 
of the morning that it is fure there muft be a greater light to 
follow. 8. Are not thefe times oft here with a Chriftian, 
when no cloud is betwixt heaven and their foul; but fuch a 
clear fky and brigbtnefe of God's face, with the fenCble inti- 
mation of pardon, than which no audible voice from without 
could be more certainly heard, and then is the confcience 
found fp acquit when men are ready to condemn. 9. What 
does the ftrong aftings of love and defire in the foul of a 
Chriftian witnefs? is it not to {hew that native tendency 
thefe have to their original, and how they have not forgot 
the way home, for it is fure that nothing which is come from 
above can take up its reft here. ip. This cannot be poffibly 
hid, what marvellous tranfports of joy and delight have been 
oft witnefl'ed by fome of the faints, in their moft extreme 
fuffierings for the truth, who had life and fenfe, and were 
flelh and blood s^s well as others; that except men fhut their 

Digitized by VIjOOQ IC 



OP THE SCRlPTtJftE. 53 

feyes it might be eafy to difcern, thcfc had got a fight which 
could look them out of trouble and pain, and caufe them re- 
joice when their body was^ burning, and that it is fure mote 
of an a£tual poffeffion of heaven, and fome fore-tafte of the 
glory there, is thus found under the faddeft lot of a Chriftian> 
than was ever known, or conceived by fuch as are at a dif* 
tance. ii» How difcemible may this be, even to the afto* 
niflimentof by*ftanders, that fome of the faints dying on their 
bed have got up then to the fight-hill of heaven, fo as all 
might perceive their foul raifed, when there body was moft 
remarkably pulled down, and fo far the veil drawn by, that 
it might be clear fuch with the opening of their prifon-door, 
had a light beyond it, and faw that which no words could 
exprefs. Oh! if on-lookers knew or could conceive what by 
the eyes of fome of the dying faints is then feen, it would 
make them long more to follow on. But this I muft fay it 
is a lofs to the church, that fome of fuch great and extraor- 
dinary glances given from the Lord at thefc times; and con- 
vincAngly then witneffed have not been more fcrioufly regard- 
ed; now as a further witnefs to this, I muft add what the 
world cannot but know, how ufual it is for fore wreftlings, 
and bitter complaints to go before fuch a bright fuh-lhine, 
to ihew here can be no counterfeit. 

• I am the more prefled to touch this fubjeft, it is fo ftrange, 
the deep impreflions of a Heaveriy and being for ever with 
God, are fo rare now on men's fouls, when even upon the 
earth fo fenfible and near a correfpondence might be had 
therewith. Oh is our life in fuch a continued throng, that 
there is no room, no time to be found with the hurry of oth- 
er things, for Chriftians thus alone with themfelves to be at 
work, and prefs on their own heart, not only thefe great and 
marvellous difcoveries of that glory to come, which are fo 
clear and exprefs in the word, but what near and demonftra* 
tive evidences even to our fenfes may be found bete of the 
certainty thereof, if fome deep refleftions were on thcfii 
things. I, What can be more as a feal in our hand to quiet 
Ae foul about thefe great afluraiices of heaven we have in the 
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Scripture; than that continued witnefs before us of the ccr. 
rainty, aiid taking f lace of this blefTed record, in all that con- 
cerns the church or any of the faints within time? yea, how 
clear it is, nothing hath failed hitherto of its truth, in tlie 
ftrangeft things thereof, which fcemed mofl contradi^ing 
tofenfe and'rcafon, 2. It is fure, none knows the truth of 
holinefs, U'hofe alone witnefs to this is from without, and 
faeh they can only read in tlie Bible; but there is a hwwing 
*idthm thdmfihcsy and fuch a hid demonftration of the being 
and certainty of heaven to be found upon their, foul; that 
though iiothing is more clear, and reaHy felt, yet can none 
poffibly impart what it is to oth^s; nor could it be believed 
at a diftancc^ or once enter into men^ thoughts, what a fight 
fomc hare here with thefe difcoveries of the new name and 
white ftone, even in the way of the word and promife, of 
that glorious ilate which is above. 3. What a fenfible con- 
verfemayi thefe have with the truth and certainty of heaven, 
who knew the real being offplrituel things? And as fure it is 
tliefoul hath its fenfes as well as the body^ not- only to dif* 
cern, but really pciiake of thefe enjoyments and delights,^ 
that can have no rife, nor in the feaft be influenced from any 
outward' things; fa thus a peculiar f wee tnefs^nd delight, and 
moft fcnfiWe pleafure is there oft found in things moft bitter 
and gfievoois to the fleili, as -ciQaily fhews that undoubted 
correfpondence which is here with a higher ftate and invifi- 
b!e wot1<^, and how marvellous a fuiting there is of thefe ob-» 
je6^s to a fpkitual liFe and being; fincc it is fure the fountain- 
caufe and fpting-head muft be real, whence an unfpeakable 
|oy is oft in fo immediate a way let forth on the fo«l, when 
Eioit feparate andabftrafil from the body; and neftliingof an 
outward caufe for it; Is not tlii^demonftrative of fuch a joy 
to he here found, and- its being no dream, which the Scrip* 
tore CTiih fail of glory. 4. Hath- not each Chriftian to witneik 
even to his fenfes, the truth of another world, and that bleffed 
ftate above; a known and real tendency of grace in the foul 
to be ftill upward, after more near approaches to JESUS 
CHRIST, and a higher ftate than is here, which witliasna* 
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tive a moiion Is found as the fire can move up t6 its pfopef 
place; yea, how fenfible an interpofition the flefh -ftill caufetit 
betwixt him and fuch glorious objefts* So that heaven ami 
this earth he cannot but fee to be as two oppofite points, like 
the north and and fouth pole, as the one goes up, fo far does 
tlie other go down; as the one comes in tight and account, 
fo far is the other out of fight and eftimation; ahd thus art 
higher afcent of the foul in more fpirituality and abftrawSncft 
from things ftei, is as one leaving the fhore, who the further 
he goes into the deep, the land is lefs difccrncd*- 4. It is 
fure fuch as know the truth of hoiiriefs cannot but fee^ what 
an advance each ftep of its further growth hath in a real aiii- 
milation. and likcnefs to forae higher rtate than is fecre^ and 
that it i#nofhadow, but a drawmg xntcreft and powcc mult 
be there, which can caufc fuoh ftrong emotions of love and 
dcfire to an tmfeen world; yea, that the body is a» a pErifon 
to the foul> by its longings^ and locking out to. another place, 
whilft I0V& hath ' taken fo much of it akeadyaway as can go, 
in this pTefentconditiv)n,becaufe mortality cannot enter ditto 
immortality. 5. And is it not for©:and obvious to our fenfesi 
how real an interc^ourfe and paffa^e is here bctwi«t the foul 
of a Chriftian and an invifiblc worid, whidier the continued 
haunts and refort of fuch do fo much lie, where they drive fo 
blefled a trade, and hare mod ceitaan returns J It was not 
ftrange, that Jacoh's heart fhouWfail, the thing, was fo fara- 
bove his faith^ of JofephU being, truely alive ^ but when £b vi- 
fible a confirmation: by the fight of die thariots and waggond 
was further given, though his wondering ceafed not,^ yet did 
it caufe his fpirit revive. 

SeB, 14- It is fure alfo, the world cannot but fee there is a 
Helly which lieth not fo hid in the threatenings o£ the world, 
but is in fome degree both felt and vifibly witncfled hcre> 
and fo far a begun pofleffion of its horror and torment, that 
the greateft Atheifts may know it is a matter of carneff, and 
no night-dream, if they did not hide themfelves from fuch a 
fight; Now for this fome undeniable evidences, even to men'^ 
fcnfc> c£iro reality I ofler, in a time when by moft of this gex 
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newtloa it feems to be looked on as d, difputabk thing, ati4 
in fo ordinary a way pafledj yea amongft the beft thefe are 
fo rare, who are found to work out their falvation with fear 
arid trembling, i. Is not this vifible, and in fome degree 
begun here in thefe everiafting ftings and fcorching flames 
which are there, by that horror of confcience and infufierable 
torment known in the cafe of many, as that of Spira Latomuj^, 
yea, with moft remarkable inftances of this kind in every 
age, where the world might fee the truth of a hell drawn as 
in a pifture before their eyes, and how certainly this is begun, 
not only in the pain of lofs, but in the very pain of fenfe; 
fo as even here fome of the fcriechs of the damned there, 
can be no hid or unknown thing to the world. 2. Is not 
hell and the truth of that horrid eftate brought n^ar men's 
eyes, by thefe ftrange efFe£l:s which fome begun degrees 
thereof could only caufe, fuch as to blafpheme and rage a- 
gainft God, becaufe of his plagues, a fury and violence 
againft the truth beyond the ordinary rate of men's natural 
enmity thereat, with that impetuous prefTure and incitement, 
which may be feen thereto; yea, hath not Cain's cry been 
heard from many, my punijhment is heavier than I can hear; 
fuch a fudden breaking up of the confcience, where nothing 
but ftupidity was before, that hath made fome feek to be rid 
of themfelves; as a defperatc effay to be rid of this, and 
others plunge themfelves m fenfuality to deaden the fenfe of 
their pain and torment, by getting more near to the condi- 
tion of beafts, 3. Can it be hid from the world, or the moft 
ordinary obfervers, what is fo frequently obvious, how there 
is a coming within fight of hell, by fome here upon the near 
approach of death, that like the hand writing on the wall to 
Bel/hazzer caufeth a terror and trembling fenfe on them, be- 
yond what they could have from a prefent diflblution of na- 
ture, 4. Is there not foniething of that faith the fallen an- 
gels have in hell, -whofe torment is to believe, and yet are 
conftrained with terror thereto, vifibly witneffed here? where-, 
by many thus are haunted whether they will or no with the 
dread of God who hate him, and their torment is from too 
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§ftat an evidence of the truth. 5. Can it be hid, how many 
of this generation, are fo vifibly transformed into the image 
of the Devil, and turned as it were into the fame kind, with 
. thefe defperate fpirits, that human nature, though corrupt, 
would even dread at fome afts of wickednefs, and oppofi- 
tion to God, thefe are found to take pleafure in. 6. Ami 
is not that affociation which is in hell with the Devil andhJs 
angels aftually begun here, in fo immediate a converfe with 
them, and explicit engaging in their fervice, by many who 
for this endj renounce the very name and profeffion of being 
Chriftians, which the world cannot poffibly deny ? yea, for 
this caufe I may fay, even thefe horrid wretches ferve, and 
are a moft confirming fight before us to the truth, to let men 
know hell is no fable, when fuch are found in the earth, and 
dwell among us, whofe continued trade and intercourfe is 
with thefe powers of darknefs. 7. It is known to be nd 
dream or fhadow, what frequent apparitions there are of the 
inhabitants of that place, thefe wicked fpirits, and how much 
th«y haunt the world, whofe continued work is to incite men 
to wickednefs, and bppofe the kuigdom of Chrlft, that it is 
ftrangc how little we are afi'^Sed therewith, and fliould not 
thence have fome deeper reflefition on the being and certain- 
ty of a hell. 8. So far is that after-ftate made vifibte here, 
by a delivering many up to fuch aftonifhing obduration of 
mind, that to the convi£tion of all, they may be feen bound 
over in the prifon, and kept under chains, fo as they cannot 
ftir until death come to bring them to the rack, this is no rare 
fight in the world, yet fuch a praludium of hell, and fo near 
a ftep to it, that it may/be clearly feen, fuch a fentence from 
the great judge, depart from mey is even here pall, ^nd made 
efFefliual, how they are put in the executioner's hand, fliut 
out from means of their help, the Scripture bound up and feal- 
ed, from having any more accefs to their foul; and thus no 
more to do, but to be carried from the goal to the final ftroke. 
9.. There is a map and fliadow of that eternal punifliment 
the world may alfo fee in fome terrible a£ls of divine judg- 
ment within time, fuch as have been publicly known, and a 
Vol. IL H 
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vifible hand from heaven therein on pcrfecutors of the tnrtl% 
apoftates^ and blafphemers. 

CHAP. III. 

SOME great events of the holy Scripture, zrt held forth 
in the preceeding. chapter, to witnefs what a leal this 
day is in our fight, to the truth and faithfulncfs of God there j 
and hath in the darl^eft times of the church been remarkably 
continued before her, which I am fure were they rightly look- 
ed on and brought near our thoughts, might be more demon- 
ftrative of God, and the exceeding greatnefs of his power, 
than any extraordinary figns or miracles could be. I iball 
but touch three inftances further, with fome peculiar refpe£l 
to thefe lad times; which as they are clear an^ undeniable 
before us; they convirfcingly witnefs alfo of what fingular 
ufe, fome of the moft dark and aftonifhing depths of provi- 
dence about the church in this prefent day are to confirm, 
and feal the Scripture. 

Se^. I. Firft we fee a ftroke of judicial induration^ and blind-' 
nefs of mind upon the Jews to this day continued^ after fo great 
a light, and brightnefs of the gofpel; and when all poflible 
ground! and props they formerly leaned on,, are to their ownr 
convidiion now made void, which is indeed one of the ftrange 
wonders under the Ne^w-Tefament we have before us: but 
was not this foretold? and by the Holy Ghoft (hewed to the 
church, what we fee, with the very firft dawning of the gof- 
pel, Rom. xi. 8. xir.^ 2. 2 Cor. iii. 14. And how fuch a 
royftery Ihould be underftood, yea, the long contiiluance of 
that ftrol^ made fo clear, as to make it a further confirma- 
tion of the truth, fince it is fure that hl'mdnefs upon Ifrael is- 
concluded there, under a judicial arreft, untii iht fulnefs of 
the Gentiles be eome in; now if this were not before us in the 
Bible J could we pofTibly know ot comprehend fuch a thing, - 
what fo vifible a with-holding the very exercife of men's rea-- 
fon can mean, that they fee not the light in the noon-day r^ 
But here is a darknefs^ for our further enlightening, and » 
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jftroke on them which might be of greateft ufe to ftrengthen 
tis more in the truth, when that fo ftrange a veil is ftill over 
their mind that they cannot fee. ^ ' 

1. -How the Old Teftament is the very fcmndation of Chrif- 
tianity, and that there the gofpel, the greateft fecret, which 
from the bofom of the Father was ever revealed to men doth 
confpicuoufly Ihine forth; whofe brightnefs now under the 
Nenv Tejlamenty though it hath a greater light, yet is it no new 
light: for to him do Mofes and the prophets bear witnefs, 
fo that you cannot cite a more clear teftimony from any of 
the evangelifts to the MeJftaVs fufFerings, and the church's 
being redeemed that way than you may have, Ifa. liii. Din. 
iv. Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. Pfal. xxii. i8, 

2. Can men have their eyes open, and not fee, that the 
whole fcheme, and ceconomy of the Jewifh fervice, is a moft 
clear fliadow, and idea of the gofpel, and how that dark body 
of their ceremonies and types, have thence only their light; 
for who could look on the Ark, the Mercy-feat, their Paflb- 
ver. Scape-goat, &c. and not difcern fome divine myftery 
thus (hadowed forth? That furely the blood of atonement, 
their fin-offerings, and facrifices, were not the true viftim of- 
fered to God, but had a figurative relation to fome other pro- 
pitiatory facrifice, on whom the fins 6( men were aftually 
laid. 

3. What poffibly can be more clear than this? That in 
the gofpel as the center all thefe ihadows did meet, which 
do now ceafe, their full end and accomplifhment being come; 
and if men look on that pattern and frame of the Jewifli fer- 
vice, can they fee it, and not know the building itfelf by it? 
and how exaft a correfpondence is thus betwixt them, that fo 
ftrange a multiplication of thefe figures and types, which 
were then of divine appointment; nothing is there inept, or 
ufelefs, but had a peculiar ufe, and relation to fomething in 
the gofpel; that as face anfwereth to face in the glafs, one 
may fee there is the fliadow, and lo here the fubftance, where 
all is found, and that their light is now gone and extinguifliv 
«d, becaufe the fun itfelf is rifen. 

H2 
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4. Men could hardly believe, if they did not fee this with 
their eyes, with what veneration the Jews can admit the Old 
Tejlament^ and yet deny the MeJJiah to be come. They know 
it is many ages pafl, fmce their father's looked for hinji, and 
with greater expeftations were awaked to fuch a hope, near 
thefe times of the .gofpel than they now ire. They know 
Darners fevcnty weeks is a piece of canonical Scripture, 
which clearly takes in his coming, and though it were taken 
cither for weeks of days, or of years, it muft be long finc^ 
expired, but if they fbould mean weeks of age$, then for many 
thoufand years his coming could not yet be expefted. How 
ftrange a veil muft this be on their mind? which may be no 
lefs obvious, than that they cover themfelves with, at tha 
readirlg of the law. ' 

But what a witnefs is here alfa to the truth, to fdence 
Atheifm about the divinity of the Scripture, if it were 
brought near our thonghts, that fuch a nation and race there 
is, and kept up to this day as a living witnefs to let the world 
fee I. How unanfwcrable an evidence tliis is to their fenfes, 
of the truth of that renowned kingdom, and church of Ifraely 
to whom the oracles of God were committed, and once by % 
fpecial mark of his favour feparated from the nations, (tho* 
BOW it is turned into a curie) which to the conviSion of all, 
even of the greateft Atheifts, may fhew it is no impofture, 
or romance, which by the Scripture is held forth; but fuch 
a vifible witnefs there yet is of its truth, as. men have of a 
flourifhing city, when fuch ruins are feen, as bear the evi- 
dent marks of its former grandeur, a. We cannot but fee 
fuch a people kept by themfelves, and not mixed with the 
nations, whofe fathers from one generation to another did 
own 'and embrace the Old Teflament as the word of God; aiKl 
which is demonftratively clear, could not therein be inftrud* 
ed by the Chriftian church, whom with the greateft oppofi- 
tion and malice they have ftill purfued, to witnefs there is 
no pofl&ble collufion can be here, 3. Thus the world may 
fee a people that are known enemies to the Chriftian faith; 
who yet confefs, and own that do^brine, in which th<& truth 
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and fubftance of Chriftiamty is clearly (hewed forth, and do 
fully acknowledge that truth of the Mejftah to redeem, and 
deliver the chmrch, is the undoubted promife of God. 4. 
And is it not furc fuch are this day, in our fight, that once 
were an united and flpuriihing ftate in their own land, whofe 
ftroke and judgment in its manner and continuance being 
now for 1500 years, is fuch as no inftance prefent or paft 
through the world, could erer be found to ref^mble; but as 
a beacon on a high hill calls aloud to every age and time of 
the church, to enquire what means fuch a ftrange and amaz- 
ing fight as this of the* Jews. ' 

SeB^ 2. The fecond inftance I here offer, to (hew how 
great a witnefs to the truth and the glorious being of God is 
in thefe laft times before us; is that amazing Jlroke ofindura* 
tion on the Romljh churchy io ftrange a thing this is, after fuch 
clear breaking up of the truth, how men can at once exercife 
reafon and be popifli; yea in the matters of an eternal intereft, 
that (hould lie fo near, to wreftle with a light that fo clearly 
fliews, if the Scripture be true they are undone, and for ever 
ruined. Here is one pf the greateft depths of the judgment 
of God in the earth; but exprefly foretold, 2 Thef. ii. ii» 
That fuch a delufion muft be, and Rev. xvi. 8, 9, 10. What 
entertainment the light was to meet with from this party, in 
a blafpheming and further rage, inftead of repenting: and 
that the darkening of their kingdom, ihould make them 
gnaw their tongue with pain; but not ceafe to oppofe them- 
felves to the cleareft evidence of the truth. We fhould 
have thought it almoft not pofSble for the Popifli intereft to 
gain more ground by feduftion, now after fuch a ftiining 
forth of the gofpel, whatever advantage in former times it 
had, and in many parts yet hath, by fear and conftraint; 
but this needs not be ftrange, when Atheifm and ignorance 
are found fo effeftual to uftier it in, and hath a bait 
therewith fo well fuited to a licentious time : it is eafy for 
them to quit the truth who never knew it, or received it 
in love: and the world may fee, that fuch who fall off to 
^t way, are engaged this day, not on debate, and from ar-t 
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guments to the judgment. Some particulars I fliall here 
inftance, which are known, and o^^med by the Romijh church, 
and amongft the moft concerning articles of fheir faith, that 
all may fee and confider, how thefe poflibly can fuit with the ' 
ferious exercife of reafon and judgment, and their profefled 
owning the divinity of the Scripture: if fuch a judicial ftroke as 
is there exprefly foretold were not thus convincingly verified. 

Firft, That men muft quit that judgment of difcerning 
given them of God, and not truft their own eyes, but others, 
in the great intereft of falvation; yea, thus v/ith their con- 
fent be fhut out from all proper knowledge of the Scripture, 
and fo far take the church-guides for the Bible, as on their 
teftimony they mud refolve their faith, even wliilft they can- 
not but fee the ereateft of thefe more fwayed with the con- 
cernments of the earth than of heaven, and none more in- 
volved in its affairs than fuch are; yea, when nothing is 
more exprefly contrary to the command of God both under 
the law, Deut. vi. 6, 7, 8, 9. and under the gofpel, John v» 
39, what an aftonifhing thing is this? 

2. Is it not like a ftroke of madnefs, to own a blind obedi- 
ence to men amongft the heights and excellencies of their 
faith, and account ignorance a part of religion in fuch a world 
where deceit and falfehood are fo much in faftiionj and thus 
in their foul's concernments truft thefe whofe credit and tef- 
timony without fome further furety they would fear to take 
for a fum of money? Oh! what is this for m,en to adventure 
with their eyes fliut in the great things of heaven and eter- 
nity, and yet not be ftruck with fome fear and jealoufy, yea, 
when fo many thoufands, who are known to be rational and 
ferious in their way, do folemnly declare what a contradic- 
tion the doftrine of their church is to the exprefs letter of the 
Scripture, and therein offers an appeal to their own enquiry 
and trial, if they will credit that blefled record, if there it be 
not clearly found, they are deceived and ruined by their fpi- 
Titual guides. Sure it is, that much lefs ground of fufpicion 
would cnufc fuch open their eyes to try the beft fecunties 
they have about any outward intereft* 
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3. Is it not clear, that no fuch flarefy is everted on the 
bodies of the greateft drudges under the Turkij as i* here oi> 
men's fouls, who fee, and yet may not admit their own fight 
of the plainnefs and perfpicuity of this Scripture, nor this !*€- 
cord it bears of itfelf, that it is fitted to make the fimple wife, 
were it never fo clear and plain before them, but mufl take 
it from others on truft, that the Chriftian faith held forth irv 
the Scripture, is not there held forth in intelligible words by 
the Holy Ghoft, but a mafs of dead chara£lers, without fenfe, 
until their church-guides put a meaning on it 5 on whiclv 
they muft refolve th«lr faith, though any flipuld fee it moil 
crofs to its plain and genuine fenfe, yea while they are forced 
to confefs, if they pretend no extraordinary revelation, that 
the fpecial illumination of the Spirit, by which the word i» 
favingly under flood, can from no private Chriftian be Ihut 
up, more than from the greateft doftors of the clmrch. 

4. How amazing a thing is it, to fee how far men dare ven- 
ture, where fcarce a fliadow or fchool-problem can be found 
to take hold on, as to the great foundation of the Romip 
church, and of all that ftrudlute of the primacy arid infaUibi- 
lity of her head, which is an alledged prefidence of Peter a- 
mongft the apoftlcs, and fome human traditions thereabout-, 
for it is undeniable, this is the whole on which without fur- 
ther enquiry no lefs weight is laid over, than the intereft and 
eternal faving or periftiing of many millions of fouls, they 
and their children which are concerned therein; and it is^ 
fure, if this prefidence of Peter 'fall, and have no folid ground 
in Scripture, fo that it be evinced, the rock on which the 
Chriftian church is built is Jefus Chrift, and not Peter; then 
rufheth all the building down, with that high power and in- 
fallibility of the Pope^ which muft fall therewith j and if this^ 
fall and be found a cheat, then all his pardons and abfolution* 
founded on that! plenary power on which fo innumerable 3 
multitude build their peace, and take as their acquittance in- 
to eternity, are gone, and can do no good, yea fuch ruined 
and undone who have trufted their fouls thereto; now whcP 
is there would adventure the fmalleft outward intereft o» 
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fizch a ground, where if men would but come to be In ear- . 
neft, nothing can be more clear than this from the Scripture, 
that the power of the keys was given to the reft of the apof- 
tles as well as to Peter^ Mat. xviii. 1 8.19. And that he did ex- 
crcee no fuch prefidence amongft them, fee Adls xv. Nor can 
the leaft folid ground be to judge, he was ever at Rome^ or had 
the leaft peculiar tie thereto, beyond the reft of the apoftles. 

5. As it is a horrid blafphemy and exprefly ^coQtr ary to the 
Scripture to join human tradition with it, and give the fame 
authority thereto, to decide and ground the church's faith a* 
bout the truth. It is a ftrange contradWlion to reafon for 
men to fuppofe or lay weight on the infallibility of tradition, 
and clear uninterrupted delivery of the church's fenfe on the 
written word this way, when they cannot but know, wHat 
oppofition general counfels have had to others in the greateft 
truths, the frequent juftlings of the fathers together j yea, is 
it poflible tradition could be a fure conveyance of the doc- 
trine of the church, and its fenfe on the Scripture, when the 
whole Chriftian world was almoft turned Arians, that there 
feemed to be but one Athanajius left, and after that fallmg off 
to Mahonietanifmy when fuch times were that ftars feemed to 
fall from heaven, and fo many churches once famous, fwai- 
lowed up under tTiis black darknefsj and it is fure, men can- 
not but fee, how far a relation will vary and become unlike 
itfelf, in a very ftiort time. Oh! what a ftrange thing muft 
delufion be, and a judicial blindnefs of the mind.? 

6. Is not here a thing fo grofly abfurd, that may tempt 
men to Atheifm, and queftion the certainty of all truth ? to 
hazard an eternal intereft and fatisfaftion of divine juftice on 
feme plenary indulgence given out of the church's treafure, 
and this from a fuppofed over-plus of merit in fome of the 
faints, who had more than enough for themfelves, though 
fuch, whom they muft confefs were Cnners when they were 
upon the earth, nor can deny that the Scripture fheweth by 
one facrifice is the redemption of the elecl church for ever 
made perfecl. I confefs, if it were a matter of fmall mo- 
ment, and fome outward hazard only, men might fport at fo 
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notable an impofture; but Oh! in a bufinefs of eternal falva- 
tion and condemnation^ how fad and deplorable a fight is 
this? 

7. But admitting fuch ftrange principles they own, can 
they pofEWy fliun fuch a difcovery, at what an uncertainty 
their fouls are thus ventured, or how any can be fecure. i. 
If fuch merits they lean on were indeed more than their own 
need, whofe they are, did require. 2. Tho' fuch an over-plus 
were a truth, can they be fure, in whofe hands thefe were 
intrufted to difpenfcy or what is their proper right or war- 
rant to apply them, vi^en for this from the Scripture diere is 
no fliadow, and from them the world cannot poiTibly know. 
3. How are they fure, but by g long continued application, 
in fo many thoufand plenary indulgences founded thereon, 
they may be already exhaufted, and loft their wonted 
ftrength; but Oh! an anfwer to all thefe aftoriifliing things 
is too evident, th^t a judicial ftroke from the Lord is fuch 
that no reafon is able to cure. 

8. This may be the more wonderful, when it is fo clear, 
except men will ihut their own eyes, that here is a lucrative 
intereft, money for merit, as the procuring caufe, for want 
of which the poor and friendlefs muft perifh; and thus the. 
high^way robber, if he can fave his neck, is fure to have his 

' foul fafe by giving fome part of the purfe he hath taken to the 
prieft. Thus no abfolute neceffity for one to be religious 
and rich at once, who hath enough whereby to purchafe the 
merit of others, and how to expiate all guilt, and fecure his 
after hazard by prefent money, and a liberal hand to the 
church. 

9. How fad and amazing a fight is it, to fee men fo infa* 
tuate in the veneration of the relicks of the faints, and afcribe 
fuch efficacy thereto, both fpiritual and for outward difeafes; 
when if they would open their eyes, there is fuch manifeft 
appearance of deceit, that they know they muft pay for their 
toil and refpeft to fuch things to them who vifibly purfue 
their own gain that way, and can have no aflurance, but fuch 
n^ay be the bones of feme malefactors, and that it be aa im- 
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poftura rather than a miracle, how the tnilk of the Virgm 
Mary 1500 years, and the bones of the apoftles Ihould be 
kept uncorrupted, when tl>e attefters thereof all may fee, 
have that politic intereft of money for it,* which in every 
time drives many thoufands not to deceive others only, but 
to ruin their own fouls. 

10. How ftrange a contradi&ion is here for men to ad-^ 
mit the morality of the firft and fecond command, as the law 
of their God, and its being perpetually binding, which fo ex- 
prelly fays, Tbou /bait not bow downy nor worjbip the Uhemfi 
of any thif^j isfc. and yet both authoritatively determine and 
praftife the contrary. It is furc there, all adoration of the 
invifible God, under a vifible reprefentation is moft plainly 
forbidden ; and that Aarotis calf, and thefe at Dan and Bethel^ 
though the worihip thereof was intended for their true God, 
yet by him was found idolatry. But what fidjtilty of dif- 
tinfliions, or of that refpeft pretended therein lo the propo- 
type can make one's pillow foft on their death-bed, when 
they muft inftandy pafs in before his tribunal, whofe law 
they have thus ufed. 

11. As.it is clearly repugnant to the Scripture, how 
ftrange a contradiftion to reafon is here? That there ftiould 
be a tranfubftantiating of the bread and wine in the facra- 
ment into the real body and blood of Jefus Chrift ; where 
I . It can be no more a facrament, when turned into the 
thing fignified. 2. jCan the accidents, fuch as colour, tafte, 
linell, pofTibly remain and exift without the fubjeft. 3. Can 
one and the fame numerical body, which is finite, be in the 
fame moment of time in many thoufand places through the 
earth, renK)tely diftant from other; yea, thus can there be a 
penetration of bodies when all muft confefs, the nature of 
bodily fubftances i« to be impenetrable. How fad a fight is 
it, for fo ^lany to refign the liberty of their fouls fo far to 
others, that they muft quit both fenfe and reafon at once,, 
and may not fearch the Scripture to know what is held forth 
there. 

1 2. Can it be fuppofed, fuch are in eameft, if there be no« 
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a judicial ftroke oil their judgment, to pray to one dead mart 
in the behalf of another? to thefe who cannot hear, for them 
who are paft help? yea, that men fhould be fo far without 
fear and feeling, as to reckon a liberty to defttoy themfelves 
fome fpecial advantage, and that a difpenfation from the 
Pope for violating the exprefs law and command of God, 
will be enough to (land betwixt them and his avenging 
juftice. 

I (hall further add but this one inftance here (having fome 
occafion to give a more full account of their doftrine in the 
clofe of this treatife) how ftrange and amazing a thing is it 
for men to plead, yea, ground their faith fo much on an un- 
interrupted fucceffion in their church; when yet they expref- 
ly hold a nullity both of baptifm and ordination, if the in- 
tention of the prieft ftand not right thereto, and that this is 
effentially neceflary for it; for thus how fliall the world know, 
but moft of their Popes and Clergy be both without baptifm, 
and ftill laicks without ordination; and fo no poffible accefs 
for the church to know either the certainty of fucceffion, or 
infallibility of a J udge. 

Thefe few particulars I have only inftanced of the do£irine, 
and known tenets of the Romifh church, to witnefs how 
convincing a feal this is to the Scripture, in fo ftrong a de- 
luHon, thefe are vifibly given up to, for which I do appeal 
their confcience, and that confeffion themfelves make to the 
world, if any thing contrary to thefe principles they publicly 
own and admit be here charged upon them. It is a fight I 
confefs ftiould be fad, to fee fo great a darkening of the truth, 
and fo much of the Chriftian world perifti, and will not once 
open their eyes; but it is well fuch a clear difcovery is here 
alfo, which on another account calls to rejoice, and be more 
ftrengthened in the way of the Lord, that we know fuch a 
party is this day in the earth, and before us, whofe being, 
appearance, and thefe advantages they now boaft of, are fo 
undeniable ^ witnefs to the truth, if we confider thefe things. 
I. There is fuch a piece of the Scripture, that foretells the 
ipan of fin, the manner of his approach, with the whole dci^ 
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tmy of his reign aii4 £all> whieh muft i^eeds take place^ and 
have an application to (bme particular {>arty> except we quH 
all certainty of divine ti:uth, for if one line, or one fy liable of 
this fliould fail, we were done, and our fecurity in the great- 
eft intereft broken, (ince the faithfuJnefs of God ftandsgood 
for every part ofhis word as well as the whole. 2. It is clear 
this pii^^re was drawn by the Holy Ghoft, of fuchan adver- 
fary, now a thoufand five hundred years paft, what Ihould 
be his form, and Ihape, the, way of his appearance, with his 
true proportion and lineaments. 3. Except we deny our 
fenfes, it is certain, that fuch we fee with our eytes, as are 
thei^e {hewed forth, fo as none ever knew more clearly the 
face of a man, by feeing his picture exquifitely done, and to 
the life, in a frame, .than the church this day may know the 
Antichrift, and find him out. I fuppofe one in fome remote 
part of the earth were brought to underftand the Scriptures, 
and in his enquiry there, \|rere ^ftoniihed with thefe difcove- 
ries he finds of fo ftrange an adverfary, with an eameft de- 
fire to know if he hath been yet made known to the world, 
let him have a true and particular account of the Romijb, 
church in its complex frame and ftate, in its duratipn, the 
way of their rule, and in how different a mould it is caft 
from aU the kingdoms of the world, bis own eyc$ and reafon, 
though nothing from others were told, might {hew how clear 
and qxtlQc a refemblance is to be found there to that map and 
difcoyery, which with amazement he had before feen and 
read in the Bible. 4. Is it not to admiration now obvious, 
how ma^iy ages paft, thefe ^ere foretold about this adverfa- 
ry, as they are this day before us in the event, when not the 
leall {hadow or appearance of fuch futui^ emergencies was 
to be feen, or could have entered into men's thoughts, to 
fhew this, only from the Holy Ghoft could have been re- 
vealed to the church, to whom all hi^ works are known from 
the beginning. 5. Where yvcxt we if fuch a fight were not' 
this day, as the Romijb church, what now it is, and in for- 
mer ages hath been, and how fore a da{h and cru{hing 
{hould it be to the faith of the faints, to caufe a queftioning 
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of the whole Scripture, when fuch concerning prophecies 
that refpe<9: moft of the times of the New Teftament, hare 
no being in the event nor now poflibly could have; for ac- 
cording to the word it is clear, this great adverfary in his 
rife muft begin with the very firft times of sthe church under 
the New Teftament, and his continuance fuch, that the laft 
ftroke, and his being utterly aboliihed is to be one of the near-* 
eft prefages of the fecond coming of the LORD. 

Se£f, 3. There is one great event of the Scripture I (hall 
further add, which in fo dark a day might prefs a more fe- 
rious enquiry and obfervation thereof, to fee how this an- 
fwers the promife, when fo obvious and fenfible a contradic- 
tk)n feems none to it; that a more fiourijhingjiate of the church 
Jbould be in thefe laft times on the ruinsj and downfall of jintl" 
chrifFs kingdom^ which cannot go bach under all thefe affaults and 
oppofitions of men y but is fuch that the one interef mujt advance^ 
and the other further decline. This is a truth we know the 
Lord hath infured by his faithfulnefs, 2 Thef. ii. 8. Rev, 
xvii. 13. and chap. xvi. compared with xx. i, 2, 3, 4. which 
does fo evidently contemporate therewith; to which alfo- 
many prophecies that concern the ftat^ of the church in the 
latter days bear a moft clear witnefs; that the moft emi- 
nent appearances of God, the greateft enlargement, and 
of the longeft continuance, that his church fliould have under 
the New Teftament to meet in fuch a period of time, and 
then ihould her fpring begin, after a long and fharp /winter 
that went before; it is clear alfo, that the time of the pro- 
mife is certainly come, which caufeth great thoughts of 
heart unto many, whilft fo much from prefent fenfe feems 
to fpeak a vifible contradiftion thereto ; for it cannot be de- 
nied, that the Lord's work about the reformed church looks 
now every where to be a work of judgment, we fee fearch- 
ing trials, fome amazing depths, and intricacies of prbvidence, 
how ftrange a meeting there is this day of contrary tides, 
that fcem to drive moft back, and on every hand to bring in 
difficulties, yea, fuch a prefent darkncfs and faint almoft on 
allj as former times of the church did not know; but to wit* 
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nefs the certainty of the promife, that the world may fee the 
God of the reformed church doth ftill own that intereft, and 
this his word, who is faithful and true, yea, that nothing is- 
here; but what may ftrcngthen more than fliakej thefc 
things I offer to be ferioufly confidered. 

1, When fuch a prefent darknefs is, is it not known alfa? 
how bright a day did go before this, and what an immediate 
appearance of God by mod ftupendous providences then was 
to refcue his truth, and people from the power of Antichrift, 
fo that though our night ihould be more dark, none can 
queftion fuch a feal, which before the fun, to the amaze- 
ment, and conviftion of the world, with fo full a witnefs and 
aflurance on the fpirits of his people, yea, I muft fay with 
extraordinary figns ahd confirmations from himfelf, he hath 
put to the caufe of the reformed church, 

2, It is known in every ftep of the church's rifing, that 
whatever in ft rumen ts in an ordinary way could promife, yet 
fomething far above this both in their calling forth, and ex-. 
citement, und aftings hath been clearly witneffed, to fhew 
that immediate holding from heaven, and by an extraordinary 
divine power, for verifying of the promife the reformed 
church hath of her pofleffion and intereft ? 

3, Is it not eafy this day to fee fo fad and difmal an hour 
now upon the phurch is not more obvious than the provok- 
ing caufe, and the righteoufnefs of God no lefs clear therein 
than the cloud is dark, for I muft fay, thefe many years paft 
who could have their eyes about them, and not fear upon fo 
vifible a departure from the truth, and falling off from love, 
tcndernefs and the power of religion, through all the reform^ 
ed churches, but that either the Scripture fhould fail, and 
want its accompliihment, or fame remarkable ftroke was near; 
yea, that a fharp cure the church muft have, or clfe be un- 
done, and the judgment of God be an help, when all other 
IXieana have proved fo ineffeSual; and Ihould it not be a 
ftrengthening remark in fuch a day, that the church's zeal 
and ftraightnefs, and her fun fliine have been fcQn to rife 
and fet together* 
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4. Amldft thefe ftrange difappointments of the time§, and 
Vifible breaking of human props, it is known alfo, how car- 
nally the weapons of our warfare have been managed; how 
fond upon the grandeur of a civil ftate^ and the ihado\^ and 
fricndfhip of great men, as though the Spirit of the Lord had 
not done more than all human might or power, to put thd 
churches on their feet 5 Thus have we gone out of the wa/ 
cf our ftrength, and founded our confidence on grounds of 
fenfe, and forgot thefe great appearances of God in times of 
greateft vireaknefs, where, there was much trufting, and little 
fenfe; and it may be too clearly feen, how few amongft the 
throng of profefled protcftants, know what it is to have the 
Bible for the fecurity of the ptoteftant intereft, and thus i 
quiet their foul, though all the foundations feem to ihake, 
becaufe they know the caufe is certainly God's, and he ia 
faithful who hath promifed. 

5. It is moil difcernible, that as no Outward advantage puS 
in the church's hand, but hath ftill fome further weight laid 
thereon than it could bear; fo have we feen fuch a depen-a 
dence make the moil promifing means to mifcarry. Oh ! for 
many years have not our eyes been ihut, to difcern how fa^ 
our ftrength hath departed, by fo large a reckoning upon vi- 
fibie props, the fupport and countenance of princes, while? 
we forgot the guide of Our youth, and the covenant of our 
God, that for this hath the church's hair been cut, and ex-« 
pofed to their contempt, who fometimes were forced to look * 
upon her with fear and wondering^ when God was known 
in her palaces for a refuge- It is fure carnal confidence hath 

a curfe waiting on it in the Bible, Jer*^ xvii. 8. and where the 
Lord hath curfed, none can make it thrive* 

6- Yet under fo fad a difcovery, and whatevet as 'to pub-^ 
lie appearances may be feen of the Lord's departure, it is fure 
there hath been no fuch time that a man can fay, his up- 
rightnefs and love to the truth fails him, or ceafeth to havcf 
inward joy and peace following it, and that in any fecret cor- 
ner, where integrity and ftraightnefs is found, there wants 
» witni:fs of God's taking pleafure therein. No,- ere tlMSK 
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fail, the fhadow muft ceafe to follow the body. It is indeed 
an hour of defcrtionj but fuch as lets us fee our fin, but 
giyes no dafli to our duty. It is a witnefs for God againft 
men's indifference, remifliiefs, and carnal boafting in follow- 
ing the truth, but in' itfelf a vifible confirmation thereof, and 
thus doth the chwrch more help than hurt, 

7. We fee this clear, that under the New Teftament, the 
whole militant church as well as particular churches, hath 
her remarkable periods, as of tranquility, fo of trouble, and 
demoliftiing, when fackcloth is jevery where fhapcd out for 
herj yea I muft fay it is not crofs to the word, but may be 
further confirming thereto 5 that in fo far as ther^ is no thor- 
ough reformation, and fome Antichriftian mixture found a- 
mongft the reformed churches; in fo far thefe alfo ihould 
get fome touch of the judgment (though to heal, and not to 
ruin) that comes along with the pouring out of the vials on 
the throne of the beaft. 

8. §0 fore a defertion is found not only to fuit the times 
of the gofpel, but the beft times thereof, and to a rifing day 
of the church, for this in the way and method of providence 
13 moft clear, that no great piece of the Lord's work for his 
truth and people hath been ever brought forth, but with fore 
wreftlings, aiid is feen to ftay long in the Wth, the moft re- 
markable mercies have been firft loft, and made hopelefs be- 
fore they were found, yea no obfervable brightnefs but by 
fome dark hour hath been ufhered in, for which there needs 
no particular inftance, as in Egypt^ and in Mordeca?s time, 
fmce the whole Scripture doth witnefs this. 

9. We have this day feen nothing but what might have 
been looked for, that the trials of the church fhould be fuited 
to her light, and keep fome proportion therewith, and where 
fo great a truft, and talent hath been given, fuch fearching 
times muft come about, to feek in its return, and improve- 
ment, for this anfwers to the. way of the Lord and his word; 
nor is it ftrange to fee a people's ftroke and trouble fuited to 
that degree of their former exaltation : See Luke xii. 48* 
What {harp and perplexing times are there after fo^ large a 
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mea&re of light held forth, nor is it ftrangc, thefe things fall s 
in with our day, which did not meet the reformed churches 
at their breaking up, who had not our difcoveries of the truth 
with fo long, and bright fhining forth of the light. 

10. This Ihould i^ot be ftrange, when the faith of th^ 
faints hath gpt great confirmations, that fearching times then 
follow, for where nothing is to (hake atnd offend, there can 
be no tried eftablifhment. See John xvi. Do you mm believe^ 
laith our bleflcd Lord to his^ difciples, the^ hour is comings and 
HOW is when you JbaU all be fcattered. This we find after fuch 
pains be had taken to confirm them, ycst^thus is it feen how 
trials are fuited to the greatnefs of that w6rk the Lord hath 
on foot. See Jer. xxix. lo. ther^ is a time when all things 
cry, be in pain ^ and unufual wrcftling^ before fome remarks 
ible birth. 

1 1 . However pilfent appearances look, v^t know a fad de- 
fertion, and the church's real growth, with her gaining 
ground, can at once fuit together, whofe true intereft with- 
out taking a falfe meafure; none can judge, i. From out* 
ward grandeur, fince oppreflion and greatefl: weights have 
been ftill found to make way for^her growth, and fqr that 
end was Pharaoh raifed of the Lord^ to make the church's 
rifing more confpicuous. 2. Not from the neareft, and im- 
mediate events, until the vifion fpeak, and bring the whole 
complex providence before us. 3. Nor can a true meafure * 
be taken from the prefent reaping, fincQ a hid growth is oft 
foundy where the feed lies long under ground, which the chil- 
dren may reap, that feemed loft to thefe that went before. 
4. Not from a great falling off, fince the church's intereft is 
oft no lefs promoted this way, and the truth fjealed, than by 
the bringing in of others. 5. Not from fad affli£tmg times^ 
fince out of the greateft depths, hath the moft near and fen- 
fible approach to God been known, which in the iffue hath 
helped more to raife than all her troubles could ruin. 6. It is 
clear alfo, not from the indignation of the Lord gone forth 
againft the church, can we take fuch a meafue^ fince her 
bearing thereof is found a begun ftep in her relief, and to an? o-* 
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pen pleading of her caufe, and bringing her forth to the fight^ 
Mic. vii. 9. where we fee though the church is thus laid on 
the duft, yet is her intcrcft kept alive in her caufe^ t6 bring 
her up with it, when the Lord fliall declare his being a 
pleader thereof. 

12. Though it now look like the going down of the fun oti 
xnoft of the reformed churches, and that therewith wc hav€ 
ib afiFrighting a fight before us, what hath befallen many fa- 
mous churches in former times; yet is there folid ground, I 
humbly judge without flattering ourfelves, or any Qver- 
ftretching our hope, to fee here thefe diflFerent periods qf time, 
how fuch a fun-fet, and the utter diffipation of thefe church- 
es did then with a remarkable and fad crtfis meet with the en- 
try of that long and difmal night of Antichrifl's reign, hia 
begun rifing, and that breaking in alfo of fuc^ a deluge of 
Mahotneti/m, which did after follow, yea thus in a time, 
when having finned away their light, the Scripture was to 
have an accomplifhment in the Lord^s departure, and that 
great work of his judgment then coming on the Chriftian 
world: But now we fee, and certainly know, how this ftrange 
and unufual darknefs over the church, in a blcfled conjunc- 
tion and crijts, docs meet with Antichrift's begun fall, and a 
growing light; and upon the church's rife, when the intereft 
of the gofpel now is upon the afcenJant, and when k is fa 
clear, what now is under the Mediator's hand to be brought 
forth; which is a far^ther extent of his vifible kingdom to 
build, and not to caft down, to plant and not to cut off thefe 
churches, in the planting of which as ground gained from 
Antichrtft, yea in purfuance of afuirbon^ueft he did fo emi- 
nently appear- 

I muft further add this, though it feenci to hcgct a fear, and 
hefitation with fome; the ceafing of fuch great figns and ap- 
pearances of the Lord,, in the behalf of the » truth that were 
once feen, and how to anfwer that queftion, Where is the" 
Lord God of our Elijahs^ and his great power, and out-ftretch-^ 
ed arm;, by which he fhewed terrible things for his people, 
as a return- of their prayers. Let us confider,. i. It is the 
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feme reproached and darkened caufe of the proteftant church, 
tirhich God once vifibly owned, and did bear witnefs to by 
great and extraordinary figns of his power, fo that all may 
fee it is not the truth, but falling off from it, with which he 
now quarrels. 2. Such extraordinary evidences we now arc 
not to wait for, when fo great a breaking up of light, beyond 
former times, hath been to clear the truth; for this were to 
tempt the moft high, who at the firft dawning of his work, 
when difficulties feemed in an ordinary way infuperable, did 
thus appear. 3. Even under fuch a cloud there want not 
fbme great and immediate confirmations from the Lord, and 
a vifible witnefs from him to the caufe of the Reformed 
church, if we had eyes to fee. i. That with the faddeft 
hour, and exigence of the church, fome ftep of providence 
hath ftill been made to appear, and therewith fo remarkable 
a breaking forth of light, as it were out of the bowels of fuch 
a darknefs, that the things which threatened moft have more 
fully anfwered the church's mercy, than any way we could 
have chofen. No fuch black cloud hath been, but fome en- 
lightening providence, and marvellous witnefs of the Lord's 
condefcendence we have feen as it were fet over agalnft it, 
yea ftill fome new ground of hope made to break up, fo as to 
balance with a day of greateft fears. 2. We cannot but fee 
fince the Lord hath made it fo clear, that there is fome hew- 
ing of ftones, and preparing of materials under all this ruin, 
fuch as points at fome great and excellent building, which 
yet is a bringing forward. 3. And hath there not been a 
difcemible growth of light, and more clear difcoveries of the 
truth that have gone forth with thefe ruining times. 4. How 
convincing a teftraint from the Lord upon men's wrath, to 
purfue their advantage and power againft the truth, and its 
followers, I muft fay hath to admiration been witnefTed in 
this low eftate of the reformed church, and fuch diverting 
providences as have conftrdned their violence to run in ano- 
ther channel. 5. This all may fee for their confirming more 
in the truth, that thefe who in fuch a day have fallen off to 
Popery, have had their way vifibly ulhercd hi by AtheHh]; 
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and ignorance, or the bias of feme outward intereft, and thus. 
fo)ind it €afy to change their religion, who never yet in ear* 
neft embraced any, yea, to turn popifli, ere they knew what 
it was to be Chriftians: Now for this I dare appeal" the con- 
fcience of the moft ordinary obfervers. 6. Hath there not 
been oft caufe to obferve how the greateft effays of the adver- 
fary, which feemed to fpeak a prefent ruin, have brought 
forth the very contrary effefts. No fuch ftorm on the church 
but fome rent thereby hath been paid to the truth: no prefent 
lofs, but another way there was found fome vifible advan- 
tage, nor have fuch figns been wanting of the Lord's imme- 
diate appearance in the darkeft hour, that may witnefs his 
people's gleanings are yet this day better than the full vintage 
of his adverfaries ; and with much folid aflurance it may 
be further faid, whatever former ages have fcen of the Lord's 
marvellous doings to confirm his truth, and the caufe of the 
reformed church, in the fight of the nations, there are yet 
greater things to be brought forth; and a rare hifl;ory of pro- 
vidence Ihall be writ, and tranfmittcd to the pofterity where 
thefe two muft be recorded together, and meet in one wit- 
nefs; which is foretold. Rev. xv. 3. Great and marvellous 
are thy works O LORD: andjuft and true are thy xvays. 

CHAP. IV. 

IN profecution of this fubjeS, a fecond particular propof- 
ed, I (hall here endeavour to clear, vdiich is the great im* 
port of the preceding demonftrationy how marvellous a light doth 
tloence refult to the churchy and what a witnefs is this day of 
the near approach and condefcendence of the Lord, to the 
faith of his people, and a price for wifdom thus put in their 
hand, by bringing forth his word, and the certainty of its 
taking place fo convincingly before us in the event: which I 
muft fay, were it underftood, might be of that ufe to make 
our believing and adventuring on the truth as plain and com- 
fortable a way, and as fully quieting to the foul, as the way 
Qf fenfc and feeling; but Oh how ftrange is it, that whilft 
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fuch a thing cannot be hid, yet is fa little laid to heart, that 
it feeois moft of Chriftians do not really know what is the* 
eftate they poffefs, but in their converfe with fupcmatural 
truths, are like men half waking, who fee things before them, 
yet is it fo far a dream, that there wants a ferious refle^ing on , 
the great reality of fuch things they fee. Now to clear what 
a light breaks thus up to the church, from thefe difcoveries of 
the faithfulnefs of God in his word, and fuch wonderful e- 
vents, wherein it takes pbce; I offer thefe twelve Inferences. 

&e5}. I . Firft we fee here the eminent verification of this 
truth, that unt9 the church are committed tht oracles of God, 
Rx>m. iii. 2. How fo invaluable, and facred a treafure that 
by no private conveyance, but by a public delivery was 
once put in her hand, is ftill under trufl: depofited there to be 
kept; and made ufc of unto the fecond coming of the Lord. 
I know this is a truth by few under debate or queftion, yet 
how few arc there found to believe it, or fo much in eameft 
as to bring it. near their thoughts, how fuch a record is, and 
fhould this day be in the world, where as real an intercourfe 
with heaven and the gloriotis God whofe throne is there, is 
certainly to be had, as if with our eyes we fhouid fee fome 
every hour come thence with their face fliining, and written 
tables in their hand of the counfels of. God to his people, 
now as here is a matter of the greateft concernment that ever 
was made known to men; in what a tranfport of joy fliould 
it put our foul to know we have no lefs clear and demonftra- 
tive evidence of its "certainty by the verification of the Scrip- 
ture, that fuch are the very oracles of God, which came down 
from himfelf, and does, i. Stand open day and night for 
giving anfwers to the church, fo as none needs fear to come 
at a wrong hour, or mifs their errand when they come, if 
they indeed feek counfel there, that they may follow it. 2. 
Which fliew forth things to come, and the great revolutions 
of the world, with their proper circumllances, when not the 
fmalleft appearance thereof from outward things could be 
judged. 3. Which have at all times a certain found, and 
Reaves none in the dark, with a doubtful refponfe; but let 
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the world be what it will to the righteous, it faycth. Surely 
^ itjhall he well ivlth themy Ifa. iii. lo, 1 1. While it hath this 
audible'voice to others, There is no peace y faith my. God to the 
wchedj norjhall it he well with thetriy though their daysjhall he 
prolonged in the earthy Ecckf- viii. 12. 4. Thefc all may fee, 
are the very oracles of God, which regard not the perfons of 
men, but with an awful voice do fpeak to cities and king- 
doms, and to the greateft monarchs there, to the judge on 
the bench, and the man of violence, when his oppreflion is 
backed with power, what none elfe dare tell. 5. Which 
gives anfwers contrary to human reafon, and vifible appear- 
ances, yet to this day did its fentence never fail, or deceive 
the man who trufted thereto. But when the fuifrage of the 
Scripture, and of the world are in the moft direft oppofition 
to other, it doth not long want a vifible decifion, whofe word 
fhall ftand. 6. Thefe who enquire here, will find^ the way 
of the Lord fo far laid open in the darkeft times, that they 
may as evidently fee the i)oit and dcmonftrative caufes of 
the ftrange judgments that are falling out in the earth as tJie 
^ certainty of their accomplifhment. 7. And are they not 
found to he living oracles ^ as A£ls vii. 38. which do not con- 
vey light only, but heat and power to the foul. 8. It is no 
report but of undoubted experience, how clear a difeovery is 
thence to a Chriftian, when no where elfe he could know his 
way, or underftand thefe great depths: i. The depths of 
Satan, which thus are found out, and made difcernible for 
keeping at a diftance therewith. 2. Thefe depths of provi- 
dence which are fo marvelloufly unvailed, and opened up 
there when once a Chriftian gets near thefe oracles. 3. How 
thus alfo is there a further enlightening of the church, and in 
every time fome opening up of the deep things of God in 
his word, which lay hid there from former ages. 

Se£li, 2. This clear difeovery is here from our more full 
pcrfuafion of the truth, what marvellous things have a pre- 
fent being and exiftcnce now before our eyes in the event, 
which many ages before they were brought forth, we know 
had a vifible being in the Scripture, and there were revealed 
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flnd looked after by the chtiirch. This is a tnith I muft fay, 
fo great and convincing, and of that ufe to confirm the faitb 
of the faints, and be a helper to their joy,' that the ordinar/ 
impreffion mod have thereof, fhev^^s how little it is eithcf 
known or ferioufly confidered. i i That nothing is here con- 
jedural, where a miftake can be from the events being afar 
off, and remote from our fenfes, but as we know they are 
written in the Bible, and there only have been revealed; it i* 
as fure, they are vifible realities in our fight this day, and for 
what thereof is not accompliflied, it may b^ a further feal to 
the truth, when this is fo clear, the time for their taking 
place is not yet come. 2. Can men open their eyc» and not fe« 
the greateft prophecies of the Old Teilament are at this day 
fulfilled, except they contradid: their fenfe as well as reafon y 
even fuch as the whole race of the Jews atteft to be a part 
of the oracles of God committed to their forefathers, and by 
them owned, and delivered with a mod fcvere circumfpec- 
tion to the leaft letter or tittle thereof from one age to ano- 
ther? 3. It is undeniable aifo> thefe events are fuch, that all 
the diviners of the world, by the ftars or any probable con-* 
jun£fcion of natural caufes, could never reach, or have th© 
leaft difcovery of their rife, to bring them under their pre- 
diftions; but any glance they have had was by a light bor-' 
rowed from the Bible J fo that the certainty thereof being 
clear, men cannot but fee thefc are depths not only above 
tlie furtheft reach of human underftanding, but above the 
reach of fallen angels, or any depths of the bottomlefs pit to 
find out fuch things as the Scripture hath ihewed; yea, lee 
a fearch be made amongft the wife, and learned of this worlds 
(for which I atteft the greateft Atheifts), if tixh^x Ari/htle ot 
Plato, or any fince, who came to the greateft height of natu-* 
ral knowledge, in all their difcoveries had ever the leaft 
thought or notion of fuch things as a new creation, of thef 
power and efficacy of the gofpel, or that there is a Holy Ghojlf 
and what bis witneffing, comforting, and teaching imports/ 
which yet to the meaneft of the faints, are as clear and ocr-^ 
tain, as that there is day and night* 
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Se^. 3. This may be clearly feen from the preceding dc- 
monftration, how' the moft wonderful works of God, and 
his greatcft aiqyearances in the earth are peculiarly diredlcd 
to confirm and feal the truth of his word, which he hfttb mag^ 
mfied nhove ail his nmne; and for this end, to give a being 
and vifiblc performance^ to. the Scripture, the moft glorious 
afting^ of the Mediator under the New Tcftament are (hew- 
ed forth, for which caufe when he is going forth to war, in 
the greatnefs of his ftrength, with his vefture dipt in blood, 
he is known by that name. The word of God, Rev. xix. 13. 
Thefe alfo are in every time obvious eviftions of this truth; 
I . How the moft e^^traordinary fteps in the way of the Lord) 
which are vifibly above nature, and out of the road of fecond 
caufes; yet go not without the bounds and limits of the 
Bible, but are fuch as to the convi£tion of all, maybe eafy to 
bring within fight of that bleffed record> and a convincing 
feal and verification thereof. 2. It is clear alfo how thefe 
providences that are of the greateft extent, and have a fur- 
ther reach than, any private ufcj or the perfonaj experience of 
the faints, yea, are fuch whereby the whole church hath her 
public remarks, and experimenta lucifera^ are for that end 
evidently direft, to fhew the deftiny and fate of flourifliing 
cities and ftatcs, and of the greateft monarchs, is no cafual 
thing, but the vifible produft of the Scripture, which there 
have been foretold. 4. This alfo may be clearly feen, how 
neither Greece nor Rome^- whofe conquefts once were fpread 
through moft of the known world, did ever know fuch tri- . 
umphs as the truth and faithfulnefs of God hath had over the 
thrones of kingdoms, as well as the meaneft cottages, which 
as it makes the fea keep her bounds, fo doth it reftrain the 
rage of man, yea, brings down from their feat to an untimely 
grave fuch as have made the earth to tremble, and the nations 
ftiake in their day ; while it may be no lefs marvellous in 
raifing the poor from the duft, to witnefs, there is nothing 
wherein the LORD doth more confpicuoufly appear, and 
Ihew the greatnefs of his power, than in bringing his word 
to a performance* 

/ 
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Se&. 4. Is it not an undeniable and clear Infennce^ from 
what hath been held forth of thefe great events of the Scrips 
ture» that it is fure this day there is more at otjr handi to be 
convincing and.demonftrative of the truth, if we could ad- 
vert thereto, than if an immediate audible voice from heaven %uere 
given* I know if once fuch an extraordihary fign from the 
Lord might be h^d, men would be ready to think, there 
needed no more to put them beyond all hefitation and de- 
bate^ fuch is the ignoranc? of many, who know not what 
they poffefs and is already at their hand, when more is really^ 
given than men's heart could in this aflc, as the Holy Ghoft 
does exprefly (hew, i Pet. i. 18, 19, if the fenfe of that 
Scripture, were ferioufly pondered, jiind this voice which camt 
from heaven f we heard when we were with him in the holy mount; 
but to fhew, that here is more than any fuch voice now 
given the church for her aflurauce of the truth, fee ver. 19. 
We have a more fure word of pr^hecy^ unto which you do weli 
to take heed^ isfc. wherein is clearly held forth: i. That fome- 
thing elfe than an ordinary regard to the Scripture is in this 
required, for a true perfuafion of its truth, there is a taking 
iced, «'^i;^j«»rif , which imports a lingular attention where the 
foul foUoweth the eye as in an intenfe motion. 2. That 
thus is there another fight to be had of the written word* 
and of thefe wonderful things there,, which through not taking 
i^^^mbftpafs by, and do not difcern. 3. It is moil clear, 
how fuch an advertence and taking heed to the Scripture is un- 
derftood here, with fome peculiar refpefl: thereto, as it is a 
more fure word of prophecy -s how it takes place, and hath fuch 
demonftrative evidences of the certainty of its truth in the 
event; for thus doth the apoftle oppbfe it to fo extraordinary 
a fign from heaven. 4. It cannot be poffibly fuppofed, that 
the word as it is written fliould be more fure ^ as to an objec- 
tive certainty, than his fpeaking tb men by an audible voice^ 
fince both are his own word. But by fuch a preference as 
is here held forth, there is this clearly witnefled, that in the 
way of the written word more is really given to the church 
if it were rightly underftood, and that we couW but advert 
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thereto, for begetting a further ^fubjeftive certainty within 
the foul, than cither miracles or any extraordinary fign from 
heaven could do. Now to evince this, how great a light thus 
may be had, and fhould break up by taking heed to the word, 
as it is a more fare nvord of prophecy y I offer thefe, i . Is it not 
clear, from fo wonderful a produfl of the Scripture, above 
nature or natural caufes, and thefe great appearances of God 
there which are fo near, even to our touch and feeling; how 
convincingly they bring a greater demonftration of the truth 
to men's eyes, than fo extraordinary a voice could luring to 
their ears. 2. It is fure, fuch a difcovery is in this day to be 
had of the written word, that in a more difcemible way than 
by any outward voice or found may be known by power arid 
life, yea, by that ineffable evidence and light, with fo near and 
feeling a converfe wkh the inviiibie God, as there is found 
and experienced by everyone of the faints, that can make it 
no lefs difcemible from the word of man, than if we heard it 
by fome .audible and articulate voice fpokcn out of heaved. 
3. What Jacob faw but in a vifion, may we not here fee with 
our eyes, by fuch a taking heed^ a ladder fet b£t*wixt heaven and 
earthy by which the glorious GOD his coming down to con- 
verfe with the church and the foul% of his people, is by as 
near an approach witneffed in the written worf, as if he 
fhould come with fuch a ftupendous extraordinary voice : fo 
that as the top of this ladder, in its defoent?, axid original is 
feen to reach to heaven; it is fure, nothing can be more vifible, 
than how its foot alfo toudbeth the earth, and thus its other 
end is on the ground, to the fenfe and feeling of the weakeft 
Chriftian, in their experience of the truth. 4. ^y taking 
heed to the Scripture is not fuch an evidence and attcftatipn 
to be had of its truth, from a continued feries of events, and 
the known certainty thereof, that for our being fure, and tho- 
roughly confirmed, doth far exceed any tranfient irradiation 
of the mind, which fo ftrange a voice and found from heaven 
could caufe? 5. To ihew the preference of the word to all 
extraordinary means, we fee it is the very laft way and mean 
now for revealing the counfel of God to the church; yea. 
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low it is fuited to thefe times, when tlie greateft light and 
moft clear opening up of the truth is exprcfly promifed> and 
to )>c looked after as that which hath the advantage every way 
of more extraordinary figns, whereby in former times the 
counfels of God* were revealed. O if men knew, or would 
but let thenrielves know^iat here might be reached by fuch 
a ferious enquiry, and taking heed to the Scripture, how eafy 
were it to fee that fomething much greater than an audible 
voice from heaven is this day at their hand, to affure them 
of its truth. 

SeB. 5. Here we may clearly fee fuch a reality and fub- 
ftance in die fupematural truths of the word, that whoever 
will, they may come and feel after God there^ and with the 
gtcateft certainty of fenfe be conduced to the things them- 
fehres which moft within the church know but in the thecrj 
and notion* This is indeed a convincing evidence, and fuch 
as nothing pofSbly can be beyond it; if we confider, i. How 
the objed here is not at a diftance, but in its approach fo 
near, as any thing can be, which is found and touched in 
men's hands, where they know it is no miftake, but in the 
grcatdl cofnpofure of fpirit, have a prefent and rational re- 
flexion on tiieir own experience. 2. Such as^thcy are fure 
it can be no cafual thing, nor is it a groping in the dark; but 
thus every ftep in the road of fenfe and feeling i« by rule and 
method, which hath Scripture -light fliining before it, fo that 
they know' by experience, this isr nothing elfe biit what they 
were called to believe, and could have read in the Bible be- 
fore they know any fuch thing: for thus are the written 
word and the experience of the faints, found fiich relatives, 
and the tie betwixt them fo difcemiWe, as in the moft obvi- 
ous connexion that poffibly could be in nature, - betwixt the 
canfe and the efFeft, or the fountain and the flream. 3. 
What here is felt, and proved to be in the way of the word 
we fee alfo is the repeated experience of others, even of 
the whole race of the faints, who in that good and old way 
of converfe with God, and follo'wing him, did in all ages; 
bear the fame witnefs. 4. That this feeling is an undoubted 
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rfeality, is fo ckar, thatthefe now, know it who could mot 
believe the troth of fuch a thing, and did no lefs look there* 
cM as a dream^ than moft of this generation do, until the 
truth once touched them at the heart. 5. And is it not fuch 
z feeling that there can be no more fure converfe by the fenfcs 
with this vifible world, than that the faints have with thcfe 
great things revealed in the Bible, when they cannot but wit- 
nefs what they have both feen and known? 

Se5f^ 6. Thus is it clear from the foregoing demonftration, 
how great an ajjlflance fenfe offdrs to the Chrijiian^s faith y and 
wiiat folld iinptovements, might be made this way, for a more 
thorough reliance on the fecutity of the word and promife, 
when fo'mu(?h is given, that men may fee as well as believe. 
For which kfvtvt things would be previoufly confidered, how 
this is to be uftderftood, and what a certainty is here, that we 
arc not gtafping at a fliadow, in a matter of fuch weight and 
near concernment tons, i. It is fure, there are Spiritual 
things, and great fupernatural truths of the written word to 
be known by fight as well as by faith, whilft we are here; 
Aor is there any of the faints but can as firmly abide by their 
fpiritual fenfe, and the reality thereof, as by that which is 
natural; that the one is no lefs undoubtedly certain than the 
other. 2. We clearly fee, how the Lord himfelf makes an 
appeal to the fenfe and experience of his people, Ifa. xl. 28. 
Haji thou not heard? haji thou not known? and that fuch a trial 
is called for, to tafte and fee if he be not what his word de- 
clares him to be, Pfal. liv. 8. where he hath fo far conde- 
scended, that norie needs take his word on truft from men, 
but their own eyes may fee it 3. Though it is clear, that 
fo much is witnefled to our reafon, that no natural fcience, 
no propofition in Euclid can have fuch firm and fure demon- 
ftrations as the truth of the written word; yet is it not too 
obvious, what hefitation and dark apprehenfions are about 
this, if fome other fight and feeling than what by nature or 
natural reafon can be had, be not in earneft fought after. 
4. I confefs it is one of the excellencies of faith to believe 
and not fee; yea, thefc are moft bleffed, for here we muft 
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^ratfi byfaithy and not hyftghty which is the YCry firft and laft 
work of a Chriftian, But I fear a fad miftake many are in 
of the right fcnfc of this, as if to believe were fome dark and 
uncomfortable thing, and that the lefs men fee before them, 
it were fo far a higher aft of their faith, fince this only can 
be underftood, quoad evidentidm rei^fed n$n quoad evidentiam 
tefiimonii; that when no appearances a*re of the things promif- 
ed, or how fuch fliould be, then to credit the w^ord for all, 
is a giving glory to God, and one of the choiceft afts of 
faith within time: but for what concerns the evidence and 
certainty of the word, and our fecurity therein, I muft fay, 
it is fome higher degree Chriftians are called to feek and look 
after, that their walking this way may be by fight, than 
fcems to be cither thought of, or believed by moft within the 
church; yea fuch an evidence thereof, that might be truely 
ph^icaly and as infallibly fure, as men can have of the being 
of the fun, when they fee it with their own eyes. 5. Is it 
not undeniaUe, that according to the degree of evidence, fo 
doth the foul adventure on the truth, fo doth it embrace it as 
good, yea thus only can it have a fweet repofe and comfort 
by a fiducial recumbence thereon? And on this account is it 
not clear, Kdw it is the want oi fenfe that makes fo great a 
want of faith amongft the faints ? 

Having premifed thefe things for giving fome light to this 
truth, and to prevent miftake, I fhall but in a few words 
more touch it, fince what hath been held forth in the preced- 
ing chapters, bcaf the fame wknefs, how great a difcovery is 
tfius of the truth, and certainty of the written word, and 
what marvellous advantage is at our hand to believe, if we 
could fee it aright. But for a further clearing I offer here 
thefe folid improvements oifenfe^ that may be convincingly 
obvious to every difcerning Chriftian. i. How fuch hath his 
experience of the word which he knows well, and hath been 
fo oft repeated, that as a lighted torch does go before him in 
•every new aft of his faith, for what is to come, and lets him 
fee it is no dark or untrodden path, nor is it a fixing on fome 
doubtful and abftraft notion; but that afluredly he is on fafe 
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atid known grbund here, yea fuch that as he knozus nvhom 
Iferg he VM letievedy and is fure it is the fame word, and the 
very fame fealed truth and fecurity which he hath often truft- 
cd; and haHit made good. O what might be found here, to 
make at Chriftian's way pleafant und eafy, if the foh'd im- 
prm^etnent of this were but underftood. 2. Is there not fuch 
an dfliilantej^;?/^ nffbrds for believing, that it can fh^w how 
great a part i6f the Bible is already put in the Chriftian's hand 
by prefent poffeffion: yea thus points him to the very parti- 
cular truths, where the day 'llir hath been made to arife 
witliin his^ heart, with fo feniibie a breaking up of light, and 
comfort, and ftretigth amidft his faddeft hours, as hatli oft 
put him to fet a »mark tlierdon', like JacoUs ere<3ing his pil- 
lar, hov/ there the comforter and his foui did meet, when no 
meeting could have been more feafonable. 3. It is not the 
objeft of our fai:!i only, but we know by fight how vifible an 
imprefs of the written word is on the ferious and tender walk 
of the faintsi that as the one is fo convincing, fo is the other 
alfo; yea thus how "^any impreffions thereof are in every age 
feeh to be cstft off I am fure to the conviftion of the world. 
4. And is it not by fenfe we know the undoubted certainty 
of thefe trutiis, which are the greatcft contradiftion to our 
outward fehfes, how there is a rejoicing in tribulation, a real 
nboundhig tifider wants, a being ftrong when we are weak; 
yea, that an unfpeakable comfort can be really had out of 
the greateft depths of a Chriftian's trouble. 5. We know al- 
fo by fenfe, that as every living thing hath food fuited to its 
kind, fuch a fobftafice is in the Scripture, and a natural fuit- 
iiig of the truths there, to feed, nourifli, and ftrengthen a 
fpiritual life, with as great a fitnefs, as our daily bread can be 
to that vdfiich is natural. 6. It is the undoubted witnefs of 
fenfe, that there is a power in godlinefs, as well as the form, 
and fuch an evidence, and demonjirntton ofthefpirit^ with the 
word, that its found can be no more fure and difcemible to 
the ear, than it is to the foul of a Chriftian. 7. Except we 
<]uit our fight, as well as reafon, we muft fee fuch a vital 
fcent and air there is with feriou$ godlinefs, as no falfe (hew 
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could ever counterfeit, no mpre than art can make a dead 
piflure breathe and ftir; yea, that the produft of the gofpel, 
and thefe great effefts it hath in the world are indeed above 
nature, and fuch as no hunian power, or moral influence 
could poffibly reach. 8. It is not only from the Bible, bift 
Mrith the greateft certainty of fen/e^ that thp (hints know^ 
there is an immediate prefence of the comforter, acceptance 
and accefs in prayer, the fpirit's making interceflion in them 
with fighs and groans which cannot be uttered, yea, fuch an 
immediate relief and comfort to the foul fa feufibly found 
there, that makes their very bones to blefs him, and fay, ivba 
is lih unto thee O LORD. 9. Is.it not made ol^vbus^to our 
fenfe^ that when once men are engaged in the way of the 
Lord, they Ii^ve got fome new acquaintance, a^d fome other 
fociety than men to converfe with; yea, what a marvellous 
change grace then makes on them, from what they were, to 
affure us of that change glory will ere long make on them, 
from what they now. are? 10. C^n there be any thing more 
evident, than this to oxxr fenfe^ that where grace is/in,a yigoi- 
ous exercife in any, it gives another appeal anc^ tlun once 
they had, yea> then ,it doth /hine with fiich a iMftre, as 
will darken all about, them £ I ihall but further add, what 
may be as evident to fenfe as, that there is light and darknefs, 
that in-bred contrariety which is in moft of mpn againft, hor 
linefs, and how thus there are two contrary ftates here, to 
witnefs the certainty of thefc contraj'y ftates of heaven and 
hell in another world. 

Seel. 7. Thus we may fee, that to thefe who believe is />^^ 
exceeding greatnefs of the pcmer of Gad^ and his mighty working, 
mofi eminently penved forth ; yea, in the way of the word, and its 
continued verification, more than in any extraordinary path. 
This is the teftimony of the Holy Ghoft, Eph. i. 1 9. which 
though ft range and amazing, yet nothing more fure, that 
there is none of the faints who is exercifed unto godlinefs, 
but may know the truth of undeniable miracles, and a real 
converfe therewith, within his foul, if a more fcrious reflec- 
tion v/ere. on his own experience, how immediately from 
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heaven thefe are wrought. I confefs it may fecm to bring 
it under debate, if this can be a truth, or if it be really be- 
lieved, when it doth not canfe a more frequent tranfport of 
joy, and wondering among Chriftians, thus to know fuch 
near and fenfible. communicationa betwixt God and their 
foul, by the Scripture; and that it is found from him, which 
under their faddeft preflures makes their work eafy, both in 
them and about them ; yea, how the greateft efiefts of a fuper- 
natural and divine power that ever was (hewed to men, fuch 
as to raife the dead, open the eyes of the blind, and to bring 
forth a creation out of nothing, are furely aded over in the 
heart of each of the faints, though fpiritually, yet in as great 
a reality there, and with no lefs demonftrative evidence of 
GOD'S immediate power, as there can be of thefe extra- 
ordinary miracles which were once Qicwed forth to the view 
and conviciion of the world. 

Se^. 8. We fee this truth, and how clearly it is witnefled 
from what hath been held forth. That the confirmations of the 
loft times are greater than thofe of the firjly and 'tis more eafy 
now to bclive, and be perfuaded of the certainty of the Scrip- 
ture, than in the days when fuch extra,ordinary figns and ap- 
pearances of Go(^ were held forth to his church. I know 
.this will feem ftrange, and by fome be queftioned how it can 
be a truth, that there fhould be now more advantage to be- 
lieve the word, and we accountable for the improvement 
of a larger feal and witnefs thereto, than in the days of the 
apoftles and priniitive' church, before whom fuch undeniable 
miracles were wrought. But let us .alfo confider, i. What 
great things of the Scripture have this day taken place, and 
are difclofed in the event, which then were hid from their 
eyes; and as we have that advantage of all which from the 
Lord was brought to confirm his truth in thefe times, and 
may recur thereupon, with the fame certainty as if we had 
feen them: O what a marvellous feal hath been fmce added, 
which former times did not know. 2. As it is fure none 
can deny a greater light hath now broken up to the church, 
than what was in former ages, and fince the firft times of the 
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gofpel That there hath been a continued ' finifliing of the 
toyftery of God in the Scripture, the performance >^ hereof is 
the great intent of providence ; fo is it alfo clear wh2ft a f^r* 
ther revealing and bringing to light hath been therewith of 
hi^ deep couiifels there, which is the peculiar work of the 
Holy Ghoft. 3. Is it not now manifeft, the time of tlvat 
promife Dan. xii. 4. is come, for fome greater difciaferies of 
thefe truths which then were fealed up, when^they! fliall not 
run in vain who ard oh this blefled fcent;, to kiiow what thd 
word is bringing forth for the ch;urchj yea,^ that it is fuch a 
day when fOme great Scriptur]^**ruth6 are.near the height and 
fullf period of their accbitiplifliment, and therewith* a mote 
remarkable piece of the woidc of - God than former ages have 
known ; for which, whatever prefcnt darknefs, now we have, 
fure ground to believe that t\ic hrightnefs of the Jecmd coming 
of the LORDy 1 Thef. ii. 8. by which the man of fin (hall be 
utterly aboliihed^ is in fome meafure begiy;iy and fo mudi 
thereof feen as may be an earneft in our hand of what we 
believe and wait for before the end; 4. Such an advantage 
is this d^y beyond the beft of former ages, that iwc ihay^ec 
what length the courfe of the gofpel, and of licdmrch-mili- 
tant, is now come^ and how far the times <yf tlie Gentiles 
are fulfilled, which if it were not thus verified fiathb event, 
how hard fhould it be to believe a truth .fo*o6ntrfery to all 
human appearances. a. 

SeB. 9. Thus it doth manifeftly appear from' die forgo- 
ing demon(lration> that thefe are not more wonderful truths 
nxje are now called to belie*Uey which feem at a diftance fo 
ftrange and aftonifliingj than fuCh we cet^inly knoWy and 
have feen with our eyes accomplijhed^ nor are the objefts of 
bur faith, that the Scripture is yet to bring, forth, more great, 
and above nature's underftanding, than tliefe which are the 
objefts of fenfe, and thus before us in the events if we could 
ferioufly con^der, i. What concerns the Je willi reftoration •, 
a truth tliat feems fo hard for many to believe how this 
fiiauld take place, for that dead womb yet to bear, and tlxefe 
4ry bones live which for fo many days have lain at the grave's 

Vol. IL ^ M 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JO THE FULFILLING 

mouth, is indeed a marvelloiis thing! But what do we fee? 
and is accompliflied about that people ? Is it not alfo demon- 
ftrativc of God, and of his marvellous power in the way of 
judgment as this is of the fovereignty of his grace ? I mean, 
that continued ftroke of judicial blindnefs and obduration 
they are now under, amidft fuch clear evidences of the truth, 
which none pofEbly could refift, if that veil were not over 
their mind, the apoftle fpeaks of, and their reafon- and un- 
derftanding under a vifible reftraint; fo that if thefe be con- 
fidered what now hath taken place, and We are yet called to 
believe, is it not moft clear, the one is not more ftrange and 
aftonifhing than the other. 2. We believe a pouring out of 
the laft plague upon Antichrift, which fhall overturn his feat 
and kingdom; for this is exprefly foretold; But is it not evi- 
dent, that nothing here is more ftrange, and above human 
appearances, than what this day is certainly feen of the truth 
of the Scripture^ in his revealing the manner of his appear- 
' ance, that height of his power and prevalence over the faints, 
yea, what is already begun and fulfilled of his downfall $ 
which dre truths that I may fay once feemed no lefs amaz- 
ing to the church at a diftance, than the utter aboliihing of 
of that adversary, looks to us this day. 3. It is a fpecial part 
of our faith for things yet to come, that ere long there will 
be a parting with time, and then ihall we enter into an eftate 
of everlafting bleflednefs, which is a great truth; yea fo 
great, that it may be ftrange how eafy fome can find the be- 
lieving of fuch a thing from joy and wondering thereat; but 
what do we fee, and have brought near our fcnfes to confirm 
the Scripture ? I3 it not fomething no lefs wonderful, that by 
the power of the gofpel fo many are entered out of darknefs 
mto a marvellous light, which is really another world; yea, 
fuch an eftate that rifeth higher above the condition of men 
by nature, than that glorious condition of the faints in 
heaven is now above theirs, who are yet journeying towards 
it; for the difference of the one is but in degree, but tlie 
other in kind. 4. We believe this day the refurreftion of the 
dead, and an undoubted accompliftiment of that great truths 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE. J^I 

which to natural reafon would feem a ftrange contradi£lion; 
but would we not confider, that the fame truth, though in a 
fpiritual way, yet moft vifibly and upon an higher account is 
verified before our eyes; how it is fure, fuch are quickened 
and bVought to life, who were dead in their fins, were paft 
feeling, yea, for fo many years have lain as in a cold grave, 
without fenfe of God or their own cafe, who in one moment, 
at the voice of the word, have been made to ftir and arife; 
a?id is not this fomething as difcernible above nature, or the 
infiuences of fecond caufes, yea, as marvellous an aft of di^ 
vine power, as the refurre£tion of the body in the laft day, 
which feems fo dark and ftrange a thing for many to believe. 
5. We wait alfo according to the promife for the fecond 
coming of the Lord, that this laft piece of canonic Scripture 
fliall afluredly be difclofed in the event, when the Lord him^ 
felf will defcend from heaven with the voice of the arch- 
angel,' and the trump of God, before whom thefe vifible 
heavens fliall pafs away with a noife, the elements melt with 
fervent heat, and the earth be burnt up; for thefe are things 
which muft fliortly come to pafs: but it is fure, nothing in 
all this is fo marvellous or great, as what hath come to pafs, 
when we now know, that God was manifefted in the flefli, 
which is fo marvellous a performance of the Scripture, that 
after this men's hearts can have no fliadow for fear, or dif* 
truft of the bringing forth of . all that remains, there being 
this day fo much in our hand, th^t we know the greateft 
truth in all the Bible hath already taken place. 

Se5l, 10. Thus is that marvellous difcovery made clear be- 
fore us, how great a thing the Scripture is, ivhafe words are 
feen to be works y and not the notion or idea of things only, but 
fuch as have a real being and fubftance; yea, fuch that their 
fpeaking and doing is truely one and the fame: if we could 
confider, 1 . How thefe are words to be felt by the foul, and 
is truely fuited thereto, as for our eyes to read them; which 
have not only a found to the ear, but are fweet to the taftc, 
yea, fuch as each of the faints from experience can fay, thy 
words werefmndi and I did eat them^ ^nd they were the rejoicing 
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cfmy hearty Jer. xv. i6. 2. We muft fay, no words likethefe 
were ever written (ince the beginning of time, which can take 
life and root in the foul, yea, does it as really as the feed 
doth in the ground, and are fitted to be ingrafted and innatu- 
ralifed there, fo as no coalition in nature, betwixt the graft 
and the tree, can be more real than this. Jam. i. 2 1 . 3. Thefe 
are words where the thing promifed, though hoped for, and 
to come, have even then a prefent being and fubfiftence in 
the promife, Heb. xi. i. yea, fuch*are they, that it can be 
truely faid, if a Chriftian have the promife, he hath the mer- 
cy. 4. We know they are fuch that can at once both 
fpeak the Chriftian's peace, comfort, and ftrength to them, 
and convey it, yea, in that very moment effefkuate what they 
fay. 5. Is it not clear alfo, they are not more vifibly writ- 
ten in the Bible, than they are fealed upon the foul of a 
Chriftian, and what may feem naoft wonderful there of the 
workings, breathings, ftrengthenings, teachings, and witne^ 
fing of the Spirit, are found to be fo many undoubted realities 
turned over again in a praftical hiftory. Oh! what a book 
is this; which men if they fhut not their eyes, might fee the 
living God only could frame; where two impreflions are oft 
made difcemible at once, the one of words and fyllables by 
the Printer's types upon paper, but the other of life and 
power by the Holy Ghoft, by whom thefe are made living 
words, fo that the truth of grace, the breathings of God on 
his people, his felt prefence, and that near fellowfliip they 
are admitted to with him, may be feen to be nothing elfe but 
fome part of this fecond impreflion of the Bible. 

SeEi, 1 1. Such are the wonderous works of God, wherein 
the Scripture is verified before us, as clearly {hews, his name 
is near^ and how fenfible an approach there is this day of it 
to the church, Pfal. Ixxv. i. How this is to be underftood, 
fome things would be previoufly confidered, i ; That it is a 
truth verified to all, fince there can be no poffible diftance 
from him who fills heaven aad earth with his prefence, fuch 
IS the immenfity of his eflence. 2. He is near in a more 
fpecial way oft to his people, when they are not aware, an^ 
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can dlfcem no evidences thereof, Job. ix. 11, he goeth by me 
and Ifee him not, 3. It is known alfo, fuch folemn and fen- 
fible approaches of God there are, which no words can ex- 
prefs5 yea, hath been in that manner witnefled to fome, yea, 
that it might be judged not fit to communicate to others, it 
(hould feem fo ftrange what they have certainly knov^Ti of 
this. 4. It is clear, the moft demonftrativc evidence of fueh 
a truth, is in thefe great events of the Scripture, and that 
there is it the holy God caufeth his name and attributes pafs 
before men's eyes with fo vifible a difcovery of himfelf as is 
fuited to awake the fleeping world, and call them up to an 
awful regard of his being fo near. But Oh how little ferious 
advertence is to this, and to thefe immediate appearances of 
the Lord in verifying his truth, a fight from which moft of 
this generation do flee; yea, how much 1^ loft even by the 
faints of thefe choice confirmations they might have thereof, 
through their not being more in an habitual frame to obferve; 
but to evince the certainty of this blefled truth, and how 
near his name is by a moft fehfible demonftration to the ex- 
perience of the faints in all ages; Thefe fure and known re- 
marks I fhall inftance, i. How it hath not been more dif- 
cemible his fpeaking to them in the promife, than that him- 
felf alfo hath done it, and hath given the performance in their 
hand of that very word whereupon he had caufed them to 
hope, Pfal. cxix. 49. yea, thus fo near an approach of his 
name, that as they knew a fenfible and ftrengthening influ- 
ence on their hope to hold by the word, when no appearan- 
ces were of its taking place; now they fee and are fure of 
the return with that convincing difcovery, This is our God, 
we have waited /or hintf Ifa. xxvi. 8. 2. It is clear, there is 
none of the faints but in fome meafure know what it is to 
* have their Bethel^ where with Jacob they could fay, furely 
God was there; and have found that upon fo near an approach 
as hath made both the time and place remarkable through 
all their life, Hof. xii. 4. 3. It is known alfo thefe provi- 
dences- do occur where an extraordinary appearance of God, 
and of fome vifible appointments from heaven, like to Hagar^s 
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well in the wildeniefe, hath been fo clearly witnefled, as hath 
caufed a prefent fear as well as joy to fome of the faints; 
and with Ahrahanis fcrvant to bow down and worfhip with 
wondering at fo near an approach of his name, Gen. xxvi. 2<J. 
4. It is fure, there arc palpable anfwers to prayer, the faints 
have from heaven, to witn^fs his name is near^ . which then 
brings a certainty and evidence therewith, of their- being ac- 
cepted, their fuit taken in, a loofing of their bonds; yea, thus 
a communication of fome divine thing to quiet the foul, 
which no words can poilibly te.ll, what they have both feen 
and felt of fo near an appmcn; hat furely God hath heard 
tnej faith David^ Pfal. v. Is not his being near then witnef- 
fed, when he openeth men's ears to difcipline, and fealeth 
their inftruftion, tliiit fuch a power and authority is found 
with their light, as forcetli its paflage down to the reins, and 
the hidden parts, to make them go bound in the fpirit about 
their duty, and to hear that voice behind them, which faith, 
This is the way^ walk in ity Job. xxxiii. Ifa. xxx. 21. I (hall 
but add, that northing can be more known, than that fenfible 
retreat the faints do find into this name, when from outward 
pT^-ilurcs their foul hath been ready to fink, when thus it is 
fet open to take thefe in, on whom all paffages of relief from 
without have been remarkably fliut; yea, thence fuch a^light 
found to break up with that immediate conveyance of ftrength 
and fup^rt, that can only be underftood by thefe that feel 
it, Pfal. ix. 

Se^. 12. We have foltd warrant for this, that fo gre*at a 
light doth refult from the accomplifhment of the Scripture, 
and thefe events wherein it takes place, as puts the Angels in 
heaven this day to the fame ftudy with us, to know by the 
church the manifold ivifdom of God^ and what marvellous pro- 
vidences are thus witneffed to his people; fo that upon this ac- 
count we know thefe excellent fpirits who in that ftate of per^ 
fedion behold the face of God; even thefe are at fchool with 
the faints here, to fee and admire his works and various dif- 
penfations about the church, where his faithfulnefs and truth 
<io fo brightly fhine forth, Eph. iii. 10. For it is clear, i. 
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Such are the depths of providence, and the unfealuig of the 
written word, which is the work of the Mediator alone, and 
under his hand, as goeth beyond the wifdom of angels, which 
they fee and regard with wondering, but cannot comprehend, 
I Pet. i. 12. 2. It is fure, thefe have a more clear fight, 
and with another kind of joy and delight look in on fuch e- 
vents of the Scripture that concern the church, than can be by 
any here reached in the ftate of mortality : and thus have they 
a knowledge by^ experience and obfervation of the great 
works of God in the world. 3. Though fuch are in a glori- 
fied ftate, yet are they called to learn and have fome new ac- 
ceflion to their joy and knowledge, and which may be truely 
faid, fome further proficience by this marvellous ftudy of 
the continued verification of the word, how the counfel of 
the Lord takes place; yea, what a rate choice of means is to 
be feen for that end, how the contrivances of Satan, and a!l 
the church's enemies are fo direflred, as to bring forth the 
contrary effefts; and the temptations^ flraits and down-caft- 
ings of the faints, made the very way and method for their 
further raifing: Thus alfo they fee how marvellous a confent 
there is betwixt that infallible certainty of events from the " 
determination of the Lord, and the liberty of fecond caufes; 
and how fmall and contemptible means are made moft fub- 
fervient for fome of his greateft works. 4. It may be clear 
from the word what fpecial accefs thefe great minifters of 
providence, the angels, have for this blefiled ftudy, to fee and 
obferve the wifdom, power, and faithfulnefs of GOD, in 
their continued executing his commands, and doing of his 
will upon the earth; when i. With a further light than can 
be known to us here, they do look in upon the whole condu£l: 
of human affairs, and event of things in the world (in which 
their fervice is more than we are aware of,) and there fee how 
all is ordered in fubferviency to the Scripture, and its taking 
place. 2. Thefe- do in a fpecial manner regard the aflem- 
blies of the church, and the great appearance of God there, 
as is clear i C6r. xi. 10. but how little of this is known of 
believed, that fo near approaches thus are of tjie angels, and 
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their being prefent at the meetings of the faints, where tii6 
ordinances of Chrift are truely difpenfed. 3. Such a conti-* 
nued converfe have thefe glorious fpirits with the faints, in 
their care and overfight of them, that it may be truely faidj 
they are not only helpers, but joint-obfervers with fuch, of 
the truth and tendernefs of God, in the whole tra<Jl and con- 
xluft of prpvidence about them. It is fure the miniftry of 
the angels does in no times ceafe: and though it be not fo 
clear from the Scripture, a proper deputation of fome of thefe 
for each particular Chriftianj yet what joy and aftonifhing 
thoughts fliQuld it caufe, to confider that it is fo evident; 
thefe have a diilinft charge and commifTion for every one of 
the heirs of falvation, to prevent fuch imminent haz/ards, 
, when they are not aware thereof themfelves, and fee to their 
bodies as well as their fouls; to go before them in fuch un- 
dertakings as are in the way of the promife, for making 
them fuccefsful; to refcue where ordinary means fail; yea 
to hold them up as in their hands ^ that they dajh not their feet a^ 
gainjl a Jione? Now in all thefe as it is clear how marvel- 
loufly they concur and are at work with delight; fo havC ' 
they fome further knowledge this way, by obferving the un- 
fpotted faithfulnefs of God towards his people, yea thus arc , 
made partakers of their joy. 

S,eB, 13. This one inference more I mud add from the 
preceding demonftration, how convincing and clear a witnefs 
there is to this great truth, of a real energy and efficacious work* 
ing of the Spirit with the Word, beyond any moral influence, 
or objeftive teaching thereof; and of principles of grace imme- 
diately infufed in the foul of a Chrijliany whence fuch arc; put 
forth to thefe a£ts and duties, that no improvement of natural 
abilities could ever reach* * This is a truth of greateft weightj 
which we fee here fo clearly evinced and proved, that I may 
fay nothing pofiibly can be more to ihfure the being and cer- 
tainty of a thing than this; the Scripture of God^ ^ndexperi- 
€nce ofthefaintsy that in all ages they have had of its verifica- 
tion, do in one witnefs mod convincingly meet; for fuch evi- 
dence from the Scripture* tliere is, as all may fee an effay to 
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Expunge thefe blefled truths out of it, muft have the fame 
reach to bring the whole in queftion, they lie fo clofe with 
its moft fubftanti. 1 part-s, and run as it were through all the 
veins and arteries ot that blefled record. And for the cer- 
tainty of experience f with thefe difcoveries on the foul of a 
Chriftian thereof, in that manner they are known, as may 
make it no lefs ftrange to hear thefe brought in debate, than 
for a living man to be queftioned about the truth of vital 
principles, without which he could neither aft nor move. I 
am prefled to touch this, not only as it falls in on the road 
with the prefent fubjeft of this difcourfe, and that from fo ♦ 
neceflary a rife I could not now pafs it; but in a time alfo^ 
when fuch eflays are, as have gone a further length than to 
oppofe the power and fpirituallity of religion in the praftice^ 
to attack it in its principles, and run down the notion there- 
of, as fome impofture or fanatic dream, with which they per- 
fuade us, the world hath been until this day cheated •, yea j 
with a confidence as may (hew what an hour it is on the re- 
formed church, when fuch come jpublicly forth, as dare offer 
to affront the God of truth, in the mofl clear difcoveries of 
his word, by giving them the lie, and the Spirit of grace in 
his eminent workings on the foul ; yea, to feoff at all fenfible 
intercourfc betwixt Jefus Chrifl and his church here upon 
the earth, in his manifeflations and withdra wings, as the 
fumes of religious madnefs, or fome ebbs and tides of the 
humours of the body. I confefs, when at this rate they 
fpeak, none needs wonder at perfonal refleftions, as with a 
ftrange height of infolence they fhew in reviling fome, whofe 
repute and honour in the church for the truth's fake is above 
their power to darken. But what a time are we in, when 
Atheifm fo far out-goes its ufual bounds, that it is not e- 
nough to get it from the heart to the tongue, but it mufl be 
down at the pen, to deride the truth of godlinefs before 
others; fome ferious thoughts of which, could not be with- 
out a terror and awful imprefRon on their hearts when alone 
.with themfelves; and now mufl it not only be the fong of 
the drunkards, but a matter of public fcoffing and fpdrt by 
Vol. II; M 
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fuch who have the name of doElors within the church? It 
hath put me to a (land with aftonifliment, to think what they 
poffibly can intend in their venting fuch doftrines, which all 
may fee is not to difpute, but to droll the world out of any 
fettled perfuafion of the truth, and to perfuade men to trull 
their own eyes no more for what they read in the Bible, nor 
their experience for what is moft certainly fdt and proved on 
their foul; but conform, in the matter of religion, to the 
mode and fafliion of the times, as well as in their clothes: 
and to enforce this, fo^e new and more efFeftual way muft 
be taken, which I confefs is fuch as former ages have but 
little known, to diftate Atheifm and blafphemy by rule, and 
bring them within the road of divinity, and the doftrine of 
the church. One thing in this looks to me with the greateft 
terror, that fad account which this gives of the temper and 
complexion of the time; when it feems to be confulted 
as the way to gain repute for parts, and being mailers of 
reafon, to decry the power and life of religion ; yea, in that 
manner, as if their alone intereft in owning the name of 
Chriflians, were to have fome more advantage for calling 
reproach on Chriftianity, and to weaken its awe on men's 
fouls; but it is well their defign lies not in the dark, nor is 
the bait fuch as can cover the hook from the moft ordinary 
obfervers^ and though they bring another gofpel than what is 
delivered to us in the Scripture, which too manifeftly may 
be evinced, yet is it under no fuch appearance as angels 
from heaven. What I fpeak here is far from the leaft in- 
tended irritation or prejudice at the perfons of any, againft 
whom I know no intereft or quarrel but one, which is for the 
truth's fake, and that blefied-name by the which we are cal- 
led; having fo enforcing a call to this, in purfuance of the 
prefent fubjeft I now treat on from a dodrine ftated in fuch 
dire£l oppofition thereto, and at this day thus publicly own- 
ed; which is this, " That Religion is nothing elfe but what 
** lies in moral virtue, and a living up to the diftates of na- 
*^ture's light; yea, no truth in the influences and efficacy of 
** tjie Spirit on men's fouls beyond the objeflive teaching, of 
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« the word, nor no inward principles of grace, a new birth, 
*< or any reality of a fpiritual life, but what are the illodons of 
«« men's fancy:" a do£lrine were it now owned, and put in 
the church's creed, we might truely fay with the apoftle, 
then is the Chrijiian faith in vain^ and hath been fo in the 
moft fundamental articles thereof,* (ince there was a church 
in the world; yea, then have all the faints fince the begin- 
ning of time been falfe witnejfes againjl God. I fliall touch 
this but in a few words, fince others more largely, and with 
much advantage to the trutli, have appeared therein; thefc 
particulars I only offer to be confidered: How cxprefs and 
undeniable an oppofition is here, i. To the written Word* 

2. To the experience of the faints in all ages of the church. 

3. To fuch clear demonftrative grounds of reafon, as might 
enforce a convi<51ion on the greateft Atheifts, though the 
Scripture were laid afide, 4. How vifible the tendency of 
this do^rine is, to ftrike at the root and vital parts of Chrifti- 
anity, which all may fee by undeniable confequence from it. 
5. How obvious is it alfo that fuch muft oppofe their own 
light and confcience, in that reproach they caft on the truth, 
and thefe whom at fo high a rate they challenge of enthu- 
fiafm and impofture, when the contrary is fo known, that 
they can have no poffible advantage for it, but by making lies 
their refuge. ^ 

For the firft : Since it is clear, no other fcheme or mould 
of religion we can own, but from the Scriptures of God; 
let us but go in there and fee what this is, and how exprefs 
an oppofition it ftands in to fuch dodrine as is now publicly 
vented; which, as the fcales of the balance, are fuch, thafc 
the one cannot poffibly rife, but with the going down of the 
other; when fo plaiji and full the Scripture's witnefs is 
herein, i . That it is an evangelic holinefs and no legal that 
is now required under the difpenfation of the gofpel; and 
not a conformity only to the will of God in his law, but alfo 
to the image of God in his Son; a holinefs that from him as 
the principle muft be derived, and unto him as the pattern 
can only^be conformed, Rom. viii. 29. Having predefiinated 
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usito he conformable to the image of his Sony ilor is the writing of 
the law in our heart to be underftood, but as it is a confdrmify 
to that law ofthefpirit of life which is in Chrijl Jefus. This is 
the alone teft, and no other we can know of Chriftian moral- 
ity, which if men fhew not that ftamp and fuperfcription 
thereon, let their pretences be never fo high, it is a counter- 
feit, and caft into a falfe mould, when brought to the Scrip- 
ture, and before its light to be tried, ^nd what a ftrange 
fliape {hould thefe put upon holinefs, to divide it from its a- 
lone fountain Jefus Chrift, and the righteoufnefs of the gof*. 
pel, without which it cannot pofTibly ftahd. the corruption 
of the moii excellent things is found to be moft noifome; 
and I am fure no contriviuice could be beyond this, to turn 
fo rare an antidote into poifonj yea for what ufe fhould thei 
gofpel be more, if religion muft all be fummed up in a prac- 
tice of moral virtue, and living up to the diftates of reafon, 
according to the light of nature, as we fee now openly pro- 
feiled. 2. The Scripture exprefsly fliews, that the Lord looks 
to men's aftions in their principles whenc^e they flow, and 
does accordingly judge thereof; and the tree mufl he good ^ elfe 
the fruit will be as ^he apples of Sodom^ for a corrtipt free can^ 
not bring forth good fruity Mat. vii. 18. nor can thefe who art 
in theflefh pleafe Gody Rom. viii. 8. And what is more clear 
than the Scripture is here, that there are principles of grace 
formed in the foul of a Chriftian ; an ingrafting of the word 
into the foul, James i. 2 1 . and a real transforming into the 
fame imagCy 2 Cor. iii. 18. a being made partakers of the divine 
nature y 2 Pet. i. 4. Yea, is there not a writing of the law 
in the inward man, whence there is a fpiritual enlightening 
of the underftanding, and cffeftually determining of the will' 
unto objefts fpiritual, and fupernaturally good? and if men 
will deny the truth of regeneration, and a new Ufe formed in 
the foul; yet can they deny, that thefe are the words of our 
great Mafter himfelf, except )a man he horn againy he cannot fee 
the kingdom ofheaveny and that it is written, John iii. 3? Or 
debate there isfuch aScripture, i John iii. 9. that (hews a^Ww^ 
horn ofGody and how thefe have his feed remaining in them; in 
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which a tJiange no lefs marvellous is thus wrought than if a 
tranfmutation fhould be of one nature and kind into another. 
Why do not fome prefix to their books, what they fo vifibly 
import, a refutation of the written word, when their peculiar 
aim is to impugn its truth, and turn the great inftitutions of 
the gofpel into a cheat and impofture of fanatics. 3. Is not 
this the do£h*ine of the Scripture, that there is an evidence and 
demonjiration of the Spirit with the preached gofpel, I Cor. ii. 
4. by which the fame truths that are taught by men, are im- 
prefled and made effbftual on the foul ; and that the kingdom 
of God is not in ivordy but in power P yea is not a moft dread- 
ful account given of fuch by the Holy Ghoft, and exprefly 
foretold, a Tim. iii. 4. who having the form of godlinefs^ 
fhould deny the power thereof; whatever length fuch a form 
may come in the material part of duties, and how plain a ve* 
rification is of this, the world may fee this day. 4. If men 
but read the Scripture, can they debate w^t of this truth is 
fo clear there, that there is an in-being and union with Jefus 
Chrift, John xvi. i, 2. Rom. viii. i. as the hid fpring of all 
a Chriftian's fupplics, the principle of their fpiritual enjoy- 
ments, without . which men's f urtheft endeavours after holi- 
nefs cannot poflibly reach that end; fince from him muft o'ur 
fruit be found J Hof. xiv. 8. and how he isvunto his people, not 
their righteoufnefs only, but fanSfifcationy i Cor. xi. 4. yea 
how ftraitly are thefe conjoined, a meritorious cleanfing from 
fin by the blood of Chrift, and that effectual cleanfing from 
it by the Spirit, Tit. iii. 5 ? 5. This does the Scripture alfo 
clearly witnefs, that there is another key to open men's heart, 
than moral fuafion; nor can men's planting and watering in 
the ufe of means do further, than there is a divine concur- 
rence therewith to give the increafe, i Cor. iii. 6. and how a 
phyfical and moral influence do both anfwer to produce one 
and the fame efFe£t, Phil. ii. 8 : a revealing of Chrif in us by 
the Spirit, as well as an objective revelation of him is to us 
in the gofpel; yea, how no conftraint is put on the faints, but 
what takes the true liberty of the foul in its confent with it, 
^ being a conjiraint of love y 2 Cor. v. 14. Cant. i. 4. 6. Js it 
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not thus clear, that the fame authority which hath given a 
rule for all moral duties in the decalogue, hath commanded 
alfo the manner of their performance; and that no right wor- 
shipping of God can be, but in fpirit and truth; yea, that 
fuch a reduplication {hould be in the aci and doing of duty, 
to do it for the Lord, to give to a difciple as a difciple; and 
fo labour, That whether abfent or prefent we may be accepted of 
him; this alfo is fliewed Pfal. li. 6. that it is truth />/ the in" 
^ard parts he efpecially regards-, and was it not fomething 
elfe than the moral reftitude of an a£l:, or its conformity on 
the matter to the rule which gave the widow's mite fuch a 
preference, made that difference betwixt Cain and AbePs of- 
fering? I (hall but add this-. If the quality of the principle 
were not morally effential to an a<Slion, then Judas' s forrow 
might have been true repentance, which was fo intenfe ^nd 
real a grief, 

2. As the exprefs oppofition of fuch do<9:rine to the Scrip- 
ture is undeniable-, how manifeft a contradiftion is here alfo 
to the experience of the faints in all ages of the church, who 
in thefe great truths have put to their feal, 'That God is true; 
wherein fuch fear not to make him a liar. I need ufe but 
few words in fpeaking to this which at fuch length is held 
forth elfewhere: and where, I muft fay, none can ferioufly 
cxercife reafon, but fees no poflible fallacy or impofture can 
be here; but if men muft try their wit to undeceive the world 
from fuch a cheat as fome pretend this to be, and deny its 
truth becaufe they are ftrangers to it themfelves; they will 
not think it ftrange that we cannot quit the Scripture, nor 
at once deliver up our reafon and judgment; yea, cannot 
fo far contradift both fenfe and feeling, as to come over to 
their way: nor need fuch wonder, it is not eafy to unteach 
the doftrine and fubftantials of Chriftianity, to thefe who 
know its truth upon their foul; or perfuade a living man 
that life and motion is but an illufion of his fancy: for 
with no lefs certainty do the faints know thefe truths, 
which now arc fo publicly difowned. i. That a real 
intercourfe betwixt Jefus Chrift and the foul is no ima- 
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ginary thing, but fuch as thy know to furpafs all the de- 
lights men feek or can fuppofe in a wallowing in fen- 
fuality; and, that then they are in no dream, but awake, and 
in the greateft compofure of mind, when under his fliadow 
they- have fat, and his fruit was fweet to their tafte, when 
his name as ointment was poure,d forth, and their heart made; 
to melt within at their beloved's voice; yea, when with the 
church he hath taken them in unto more fpecial retirements 
with himfelf, and there hath given them his love. Cant. vii. 
9. when his fenfible embracements under fome bitter affliftr 
ing crofs, hath been fuch as hath made them forget the fmart 
and^ pain thereof. Oh where do we live ? Is it in a Chriftian 
church? thus to hear that ineftimable love of Jefus Chrift, 
and thefe blefled communications thereof to his people, 
brought by fome to the pulpit, and others to the prefs, as a 
matter of public fcofRng and derifion ? Can it be faid in the 
houfe of his friends, fuch indignity is offered unto him ? but 
though thefe fport at fuch an appeal as the^ pretend fome 
have made unto the tribunal of God, it is like their confi- 
dence may fail to hold up at this rate,, when it comes but 
near the drawing of their laft breath; or to put fuch religion 
in their teftament, which they fear not to put in their books. 
2. This affurance have all who know the truth, (oppofe it 
who will) to own as a matter of experieiKe, yea, with that 
certainty,, as they know the truth of any thing; That there 
is a real and fenfible intercourfe here betwixt the word and 
the foul, by communications of life, ftrength, joy, and light;, 
and how this is no produft of enthufiaftic fumes, but as they 
are a manifeft feal and verificatioi^ of the Scripture, fo is the 
reality thereof as fure; yea, how marvellous an up-breaking 
of light is oft found this way, to oifcover the wonderous 
things- of the word, which at other times are hid, and no 
more within their power, than to caufe the fun to fhine when 
It is under a dark cloud. 3. It is the witnefs of the faints, 
which from fure experience they know and give in to the 
truth and being of a fpi ritual life, as that which no lefs fen- 
bly is demonftrate, than that men have life and being by na- 
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ture; which though it is not by birth, nor hath a rife frojfli 
natural caufes, yet hath its vital adls and proper operation ad 
really put forth, as the afts of breathing and moving are by a 
living man; a Jife that hath peculiar delights and enjoyment* 
fuited to its own nature, fuch as have not the lead affinity 
with the flefh; yea, a life with as real communications and 
influences both of light and ftrength from above, as it^is fure 
our* bodies are influenced with^the warmings of the fun. 
Some may take the confidence to deride this (as now this 
way vfeems an advantage in fuch an age,) when a profane 
drollery gains more than the moft folid demonftrations of 
truth; and no fuch effeftualmean confulted, as that to gain 
repute: but I may with fome more confidence fay, if thefc 
knew what is the Chriftian's evidence of the reality of fuch 
a truth, and what they live and feed on, and truely enjoy, 
where the world can be no witnefs ; this mirth (hould ccafe, 
and debate about the folidity of religion, or feoff at thofe whQ 
ar^ mpft in earneft about it. 4. It will be too hard a work 
for men, to difpute a Chriftian out oj^pjthefe fenfible taftes of 
acceptation and peace with God, the joy of his preferice, and 
their being empowered to approach unto him, with the liber- 
ty of the Spirit of adoption, who at other times know the fad 
reflraints and bondage their backflidings hath put them iixj 
nor will it be eafy to (hake fuch about the certainty of God's 
being the hearer of prayer, and his giving anfwers thereto 
upon their foul, before they have got them ill tlieir hand; 
whoever knew the truth of ferving him in the fpirit. I con- 
fefs fuch a dated controVerfy may feem above ordinary reach^ 
for fome thus to come forth and perfuade thefe who fee with 
their eyes, that their fight is but an illufion of the fancy; and 
what they really hear, is but in a dream ; there being no fuch 
thing as a vifible objeft or audible found: and yet this muft 
pafs for fanaticifm, that we cannot be forced or he<3:6red out 
of it, which the Chriftian church hath known, and all the 
faints experienced fince thie time of -^^^/ the righteous; but 
we fear not to own fuch a challe^pge. 5. I muft fay, they 
are far from refpeft to enthufiafm, or any impulfe not ac- 
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carding to the rule, whofe ctpetience can witnefs that truth 
of their being inftruftcd of the Lord by a ftrong hand, and his 
following light on the foul with the mdft difcemible power 
and authority, for fome piece of work and fervicie he hath 
called unto; for this they own, and only know in the way of 
the word, even when in fome more than ordinary way, they 
are forced to fee he teacheth as no man can do; and how 
eafy he can niake their work to follow, when he goes before 
to lead, with fo fenfible an up-breaking of ftrength as is 
found therewith; 

3. What a vifible repugnancy to Reafin is here, though 
men (hould rejeft Scripture and the experience of the faints^ 
when fo much is to enforce by a rational demonftration on 
all, who never knew the power and efficacy of grace, and 
ciiergy of the Spirit on their own foul. That here is no 
falfe (hew or deceit; thefe being fo clear, as they can be hid 
from* none. i. How the caufe muft be certain^ and no 
counterfeit, where its peculiar and proper efF.fts are fo real 
and known to be fucl%as from no other caufe could be pro- 
duced: fuch as to make a divorce vifible betwixt men's foul 
and what once was as their right eye, and move with a na- 
tive unconftrained motion, to that from which they had be^ 
fore the greateft natural averfion; yea^ to caufe a fatisfied 
choice of the crofs and reproach of Chrift, before all the 
pleafures of the earth; fo that they are fdund to rejoice in 
tribulation, and wKen they are weak to know the greateft in- 
come of ftrength; and muft it not be a divine fup^rnatural 
power that Can difpofe the heart into a moft difcernible ten- 
dernefs and melting at the word^ where no natural foftnefsof 
fpirit could be all edged for this, and caufe them tremble with 
^ furprifing terror Updn their fpirit at the hearing of thefe 
truths wiich they formerly made fport at? It is.fure^ fuch 
an tScd alfo cannot be hid from the world, how real a trafts- 
forming of the foul of a Chtiftian there is by the power of 
the word into the fame image and likenefs, which is an ef- 
feft could no more be the produdl of moral fuafion, than he 
who paints a man's face could pu: life in fiicb a dead image* 

Vol. IL O 
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i. If there be no truth and certainty of infufed principles of 
grace, and real efficacy of the Spirit j it is then clear, the 
moft observable fruit and progrefs of the gofpel fliould fol- 
low the greateft advantage of gifts and objective helps; when 
nothing is more obvious, even to reafon, than the contrary 
,of this, how the kingdom of ^od is not in word^ but in power ^ 
and that the fimplicity of the gofpel, zndifoolijbnefs of preach^ 
ingy as the apoftle calls it, is feen to exceed all human elo^ 
quence; yea, how the moft poliftied difcourfe, and greateft 
ftrength of reafon, does often make but weak preaching with 
the leaft real efficacy: And here none can deny, what in all 
times, hath been fo obvious a remark of a change by grace 
wrought on fome, where the world fee no ordinary means, 
no company, no example, nor any ufual way for inftrudion 
could be fubfervient for it, to witnefs there is an immediate 
teaching of the Lord. 3. It is convincingly obvious to rea- 
fon and fure, how there iff an unfeen power put forth upon 
the confcience, in giving it a wound, for which the furtheft 
improvement of natural helps or moral fuafion can find no 
cure J yea, fuch a wound is this fometimes feen to be, as no 
rack or outward torment is comparable thereto, which no 
reafon then can allay, or the moft convincing arguments and 
propofab of the greateft comforts in the world, but grows 
upon- them the i^ore they ftrive with it; when in one mo- 
ment its relief from another caufe is found to come, and oft 
fuch a cure as is no lefs marvellous and demonftrative of fome 
higher power above reafon to work this, than the wound 
itfelf, which all may fee is fomething men cannot fpeak, nor 
human arguments enforce; but whatever word may then be 
made ufe of, it is an immediate communication from heaven 
of light and joy therewith on the foul, that makes it efFeftual- 
This is too fad a truth for men to fport at, who have no fc- 
curity from his hand, that in all ages have let the world know 
what the power of the confcience is. 4. I am fure none can 
be in the dark with fuch a difcovery, That fomething there 
is above morality, or any external helps, as to the truth of 
a judicial Induration on the foul, when thus, as the word 



Digitized 



by Google 



or THE SCRIPTURE. I07 

fliews, It is fo vifibly feen, how many may have got beyond 
the reach of means, yea, difcernibly preached worfe, mort 
deaf and dead under the greateft advantages this way, where- 
by others are enlivened; men cannot but know no outward 
caufe is here, nor is it fo rare a fight this day within the 
church, to bring it in queftion how light and conviftion (yea, 
when all that moral helps can poflibly do, is put forth to the 
fall) are yet feen to refolve in a further rage and malice a- 
gainft the truth, to fhew it is an immediate ftroke from GOD 
for men's abufe of light; and whence the wound is, there 
only can the cure be expeSed. 5. Though no accefs fliould 
be to convince from Scripture, yet if fuch great pretenders 
to morality will admit, that in fome cafe the moral certainty 
of a thing can be fo far evinced, as to the fulleft fatisfying 
of the mind, thjji it is Cure, nothing poflibly can be more 
than is here, to Ihew it's no dream or impofture for which fo 
great a vritnefs is given, from thofe whofe truth and moral 
integrity their adverfaries muft confefs, and fear not to cre- 
dit in any perfonal intereft; nor will they debate their judg- 
ment and capacity to difcern of things as well as others (left 
they fhould brmg their own in queftion), and that from out- 
ward gain or incitements thiis way, fuch have no caufe to be 
aded; nor is this a witnefs from fome few, and in one age, 
or in a corner of the earth, but is the known record of* the 
church fince the beginning of time, and of fuch who have 
been ready at all times to render a reafon of this hope within 
themy yea, appeal to the trial of others, even of their greateft 
adverfaries, 10 come and fee if the efficacy of grace, the in- 
ward work'ngs of the Holy Ghoft upon the foul, and that 
truth of a fpiritual life, be any falfe (hew j and is not the 
^ wotld forced to obferve with what compofure of fpirit, and 
with their dying breath, when on the neareft approaches to 
another life, thefe fear not to atteft thiis, and go in bearing 
that teftimony before the tribunal of GOD? 

4'. I offer here to be confidered, what fuch doftrine as is 
now fpread, evidently implies, and whither it tends by unde- 
niable confequence, Ihould it be received in the church; when 

O2 
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thus, I. We muft look after Xome other Bible, than tho' 
written word; nor can its authority have any weight, as that 
which is regula regulam^ when in fo exprefs terms the Chris- 
tian faith and the truth of all fupernatural revelation is here, 
called to the bar of nature's light and the diflrates of men'a 
reafon, to be owned or call, as it anfwers thereto, which 
thus foexpr fsly is owned as the alpne ftandard to regulate tha 
whole both of faith and obedience. 2. May not all fee, 
it's not at the upperinoft boughs, but at the root that fuch 
doftrine ftrikcs> to fubvert men's fouls in that greateft truth 
of the uff and efficacy of grace? yea, what a length they rua 
htyon^ Pelagiusy or the Armtnian doGrine, who do not pro- 
feffedly deny all efficadota working of the grace of GOD, or 
its being a partial caufe, though this they admit not antece- 
daneoufly and independent on the will, bi:^t eventually, bc- 
caufe of its concurrence therewith; but here is the very 
being and cp ration of grace, tind of all real influences from 
God Q1I the foul at oncf cut off, except what fome would re- 
Ilrift as miraculous to the firft times of the church. 3. Then 
fhoulcl there be np other operation afcribed to God, if this be 
admitted, for the begetting ^n increafe of faith, than what is 
given to the miniftry of men, by mpral fuafion, and in effefik 
the fame kind of efficiency to fuch as plant and water with him 
who giveth the incrcafe. We deny not this honour have in- 
ftruments to co-operate with him jn their own fpheie: but 
what horrid blafphemy (hould it be^ to put fuch in the fame 
fphere of working and efliiciency with the glorioiis GOD? 4. 
Is it not elf ar, how tVus that gre;;t relation pf the Mediator, as 
the influential head of his body, which is the chui^h, and his 
governing by the fceptre of his fpirit, is here wholly made void; 
yea, thus no ufe of prayer for fpiritual influences, or to look 
up to heaven for our being ftrengthened in the inward man; 
and why do not thefe fatten their reproach alfo on the 
church's liturgy, for fo grofs a cheat in the public worftiip of 
God, which in effeft they declare this to be, that men ihould 
pray for the gracious ajftjlance of the Spirit^ and to be illum^ 
natefrom above, when this only is the cSaSt of an eiuhufia^^ 
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fptrit. 5. And does not the admitting fuch doftrinc mod 
exprefsly infer, that Enoch*s walking with God, JacoVs wreft- 
ling by prayer, and thefe ftnfible returns he had thereof, 
Ahrahai^s believing againil hope, and all appiearances of rea- 
fon, with thefe frequent changes of David* s inward cafe, 
which we read in the Pfalmsy were but the illufions of fancy, 
and no ufe for fuch a record in the word this day to the 
church. I ftiall but further add, how ftrange a doftrine is 
here, that makes void ^he whole intent of the gofpel, and 
fcorns to take heaven at fo low a rate as upon the account of 
grace, but mud carry it by triumph, and for this will leave 
the Scripture, to find Tome new paffage, fince they cannot go 
in the fame road, for being fayed with fuch they fo much 
hate and defpife. 

5. Let it be confidered, what pollible advantage thefe can 
pretend, to faften fuch reproach on the proteftant do£irinc, 
and theft* who adhere to it, (againft whom they thus appear,) 
of E'lthuGafm, or its detraiJing from refpedt to morality, when 
they kpow, and upon their confcience cannot deny this witnefs, 
that fuch, I. Own no impulfe or internal motions which arc 
not according to the rule, but that it is before this light they 
offer to come, and to his decifion who fpeaks to men by the 
written word; if thefe difcoveries, influences and efficacious 
workings of God on the foul, which their experience do ^It- 
. nefs, be not fuch as they ought to feek and look after by ex- 
prefs Scripture warrant. 2. How thefe alfo are in greateft 
earned both to difcover and guard againft the appearance of 
Enthufiafm, and to keep others off from fplitting upon any 
fuch rock; nor can it be hid, what is their ftanding witnefs 
again (I it. 3. It is ftrange, with what confidenqe they can 
own this challenge of their decrying the vigorous improve- 
ment of our natural faculties, and want of refpe£k to morality, 
who own the do£brine of the gofpel ; when they know none 
prefs more a praftical conformity to the law, with thefe en- 
. gagements that .the freedom of the grace of God puts upon 
men thereto; but this we confefs, and muft witnefs with grief, 
. (hat tl^e morality of fome heathens puts to fliame the profef-* 
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cd piety of many Chriftians in this Jlge, wHofe walk gives too 
vifible an advantage to queftion if their be a truth- in religi- 
on, when fo much impofture is found under this cover. 4. 
It is fure, this can be from no want of light, fo public a de-* 
crying of the doftrine of grace, which is turned this day in 
fafhion; when it is fo clear, nothing is thence to niake the 
law iefs ftriil, or fin lefs odious; but that here are the ftrong- 
^ eft enforcements to holinefs, and its peculiar intent known to 
teach us to deny all ungodlmefs and worldly lujls; yea, how 
thence are the cleareft inferences for this, that fuch who 
have thefe precious promtfes Jhould cleanfe themf elves ^ i^c, 
' I n\uft ihut up this with an anfwer to two queries, that 
fometime have looked to me with a ft range aftoniflamentj 
The one is, that no error in the judgment fo' grofs or mon- 
ftrous is found to break up, but does ftill prove in fome meaf- 
ure contagious, and wants not followers within the church. 
The other is, what can influence fo ftrange a prejudice and 
oppofition at the doctrine of grace, and righteoufnefs of the 
gofpel, as is at this day, that men fhould be found to take fo. 
fad a revenge upon themielvcs, from pure malice at fo excel- 
lent a truth; when it is fure, thefe do not think to enforce 
their doftrine by a convincing witnefs of fuch heights of mo- 
rality in their practice, as they contended for by their pen; 
but is too obvious, how far in this they comply with the tem- 
per of a loofe time, to fubvert in fo far the Chriftian religi- 
on, that they have none at all. For the firft of thefe;, it needs 
not be ftrange if we confider, i. that no error in the judg- 
ment, but is a work of the flefti, and a moft natural fuiting 
thus betw^ixt a falfe way and a corrupt heart. 2. Since the 
greateft contempt of God, which men can witnefs, is their 
not receiving the trut^Ii when it is clearly offered; it is not 
ftrange that a delivering up of their reafon and judgment un- 
to ftrong delufions, fliould be made to anfwer thereto, which 
is certainly one of the greateft ftrokes from God inflifted 
here. And is it not clear how thefe ftrong incitements from 
the devil, with the power and energy thereof, are more ob-^ 
fervably wltneffed uppn the mind, than upon the affefl:ions} 
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yea, fuch monftrous produftions are this way, as may be 
more demonftrative of his immediate and mighty working on 
the foul, than the moft horrid afls of profanenefs : Thus al- 
fo the world may fee, 'tis the afting over the fame fcheme, 
though new aftors are brought forth ; and in what a round 
and circle delufion moves, and how old antiquated errors are 
fcen to rife and fpread, which former times feemed to have 
buried. For the other query, how fo ftrange an oppofition 
is this day found againft the gofpel, and the righteoufnefs 
thereof, none needs to wonder, when it's fo clear, firft. That 
the law fuits more naturally to men than the do£lrine of the 
gofpel. Secondly, That there are degrees of oppofition to 
fome points of the truth as they are more for the glory of 
God and promoting of his intereft; and therefore is it not 
ftrange, fo great an aflault is here to poifon this fountain. 
3. What can be more clear, than that account the apoftle 
gives to refolve this, Rom. ix. 32, in their cafe who with- 
ftood then the righteoufnefs of faith; foir iheyjlumbled at that 
Jiumhlingjlotu; and therefore does the Holy Ghoft call it, a 
fuhmitting to the righteoufnefs of God^ which to nature is as a 
bo^^ing down below that grandeur and glorying in itfelf, 
which it cannot endure to give. < 

CHAP. V. 

A Third particular upon this fubjeft, is fome ferious en- 
quiry into thefe grounds. Why among thefe who pro- 
fefs godlinefs in this age, a thorough and folid confirmatioit 
in the truth is now -fo rare, and their perfuafion of it little 
proportioned to the greatnefs of that feal and atteftation 
which is this day before them; for it is too manifeft, which 
the way of moft within the church doth witnefe, how doubt- 
ful and fluftuating that reliance they have on Scripture-truths 
is, as a thing that lies in opinion, and piobable conjeftures, 
more than in any degree of certitude. I confefs it is the pe- 
culiar work of the Spirit to open the eyes, and enlighten the 
foul by an effedive illumination, and difcoVer to us the evi- 
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dences of divine truths; nor can the propofal of th^ bbjcA 
with the greateft certainty of evidence, or by any moral rea- 
foning, caufe men difcem fpiritual things fpiritually ; (incc 
there muft be a fupernatural light, and fuiting of the vifivc 
faculty to the objefk; but is it not clear alfo^ how much the 
obftrud^ion and culpable caufe is on our part, and we can 
only blame outfelves why fuch a price for wifdom is put in 
men's hands, and no heart to improve it: fome few of thcfc 
caufes I fhall here inftance, the ignorance whereof keeps us 
from a cure, becaufe the difeafe is fo little known. 

SeB. 1. Chriftians do but little refle£t upon their own ex- 
perience, to know what it means, nor have their conceptions 
any proportion to the greatnefs of thefe truths that are before 
them, which is one fpecialcaufe why fo much is given to efta- 
blifh and ftrengthen, and yet fo unanfwerable an i^nprovement 
for this end-, but what is to be underftood here by ferious 
tefleftion, I muft fay, feems a rare exercife to mod who pro- 
fefs godlinefs in this time: i. To bring near their thoughts 
to the truth, for getting another fight thereof than they for- 
merly had, and their fpirits more deeply impreffed with i(% 
great an import of thefe things whicR are freely given them 
of God; how they are no (hadow nor appearances of thingSf 
but moft vifible realities. 2. To have fuch a returning of the 
foul upon itfelf, as to queftion over again the certainty of 
thefe truths wluchjarc thus made out by experience, yea, as 
at a ftand how to credit their own eyes therewith, they arc 
fo marvellous and great; thus was it with Solomon^ 2 Chron. 
vi. 1 8. But will God in very d ed dwell with men upon tit 
varth? And fuch was the exercife of that poor woman after 
fo ftrange a furprifal of providence, Gen. xvi. 13. Have / 
alfo looked after him who feeth me! Is this the Lord? And do 
|ny eyes truely fee what I fee in fo great a mercy? O what a 
choice and confirming exercife fhould this be, when a Chrif* 
tian can thus fit alone, and reflft on their experience; it is 
fure I exercife reafon, I am not afle/p but awaking; and 
herein know I am not deceived, that there is a fpiritual liftf 
and immediate fellowihip with God here» and that I know 
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^liom I haVe believed; yea, exiJept I contradift my fenfe as 
well as reafon, I am fure, with that Gdd on whofe word I 
lean for eternal life, I have been oft fenfibly refrefhed, and 
ftnind that in hiis company which no words can exprefs. 

Sedt. 2. There is this caufe may be feen. The very aims 
and propofals of Chriftians are fo low, and their enquiry not 
fuited to fuch a warrant as they have, John xvi. 24. *To ajk 
that their joy may he full: but thefe great confirmations of the 
truth which the faints have oft had^ and yet are communi- 
cable in the way of the word, feem by moft of this genera- 
tion to be laid by as fonie extraordinary things; which doth 
clearly wilnefs, i . An unacqUaintednefs Ivith the Scripture, 
in<i the extent of many prortiifes there, with which Chriftians 
thus are allowed to trade, for getting up to more high degrees 
of peace, comfort, and affurance of the truth, than moft have 
cither a heart to feek, or faith to credit: O what a depth 
this isi that will hever be fully opened up, until we be. in 
heavfeli, what it is to have the written word fo near, and 
what this might be to a Chriftian here by the way. 2. This 
fliews how little a*further growth in the faith of aflent is 
knoWn, and that giving all diligence to the full affurance of 
hope, as that with which our growth in love, patience, hu- 
mility, is indiffolubly linked, and keeps a proportion. 3. 
There is little coming up to that ^raftice, where fuch great 
things from the Lord hath been fliewed to his people in for- 
mer times; Our fathers trufed in thee^ and were helped^ Pfal. 
Xxii. 3. Thefe had indeed a marvellous feal, and rare con- 
firmations of the truth, which feem ftrange to us; not that 
they were out of the way of the promife, butbecaufe the an- 
cient holinefs of thefe times is fo little known. How rare 
a praSice is it to believe, to follow the Lord fully, and have 
a large venture in his hand, and what fuch a wreftling, and 
fiipplication with weeping, that is Hof. xii. 4. by which they 
had power with God, and did prevail; and therefore are 
many rare mercies with-held from us, which lie hid in the 
word. 

SeB. 3. It may be feen, how eafy an affent moft find to 
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the great fundamentals of the Scripture; and the church h 
no lefe ruined this day by credulity, than profefled Atheifm; 
which is too evident a caufe why fo many know not what it is 
to believe, or be concerned about fuch a thing, for thus they 
take all on truft, are carried in the crowd, not difquieted with 
thefe aflaults a ferious Chriftian is oft preiTed with; yea» 
come not that length to queftion the certainty of the ground 
whereon they build, if it be not to unfettle themfelves more 
than to confirm. Oh! what a fad fight may this be, when it 
is no lefs than the venture of an immortal foul for eternity, 
about which if men be deceived, they are deceived indeed; 
and is it not feen, what a fatal CQnjundion oft is betwixt cre- 
dulity and impofture, where the deceiver and fuch as find it 
cafy to believe, meet together in the fame road. 

Se^» 4. Though from reafon there is a fufiiciency of evi- 
dence to convince, yet is it clear, that fomething farther is in- 
difpenfibly required for a firm aflent to the truth; which is to 
know the truth and reality of the gofpel by experience on the 
foul; for without this there can be no cure for Atheifm, nor 
can it be known there is a truth in that religion they profefs, 
when within themfelves there is fuch a contradi£lion to it; 
it is indeed ftrange, what aflent thefe can give to the fuper- 
natural truths of the word, which though nothing is more 
fure in itfelf, yet from them is a falfe witnefs, in fo far as it 
is.againft their own knowledge, whilft their confcience muft 
fay, the Scripture was never that to them, that it declares it- 
felf to be, and that witnefs which it bears of the life of the 
Spirit, the earned of heaven, an immediate fellowfliip with 
God, and that the preached gofpel is the power and wifdom 
of God, was yet never to them a reality, but as herein they 
confefs God to be true, they make themfelves liars, and con- 
tradi<9: their own Kght. 

Se^. 5. Is not this vifible before us? How Atheifm is Ww 
turned contagious beyond the rate of former times; and feems 
to be the great aflault peculiarly fuited to this age, where 
the power of darknefs mod appears; a time when that defign 
was never more on foot to have the truth kept doubtfulj that 
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it be more a problem, and matter of opinion than of certainty, 
and fo much endeavour to caft reproach on the way of the 
Lord 5 yea, a time when there is a fore (baking by contrary 
doiirine, the growth of fcandal, and obvious blots on^ the 
profeffion of godlinefs, fo that many are in hazard to refolve 
their faith in an uncertainty of all principles, and clearly lofc 
any aflured perfuafion of the truth of religion; but as this is 
witneffed, and one of the fad appearances of the time, it gives 
folid ground alfo to hope. i. For a further eftablifhment 
Chriftians fhall be led up to before thi^ generation pafs. 2. 
That fome great difcoveries and confirmations of the truth 
are yet to break up, and fu^h a brightnefs, that will be as 
marvellous as the ftrange darknefs over the church hath been; 
and that the Atheifm of this age fhall have a cure, though 
we may fear in fome fharp and extraordinary way, when or- 
dinary means for this end have been fo ineffedlual. 

Se5l. 6, Is not here too evident a caufe, whence fo much 
<lark and fludluating aflent is to the truth, when fuch confir- 
mations of its certainty are in our fight: they are few who 
find it a great bufinefs to be eternally faved, and have their 
foul kept under fuch a weight, to whom the thoughts of a 
heaven or helT are brought near, as undoubted realities, be- 
twixt which there is no middle flate after death, but knows 
they m'uft fhortly be the inhabitants either of i:he one or the 
other; for if fuch a deep impreflion of this were on men's 
fouls, could they pebbly be fo unconcerned in th^ir being 
fure of the foundation whereon they have fo great a venture. 
Such are indeed a rare fight in this age, whofe working out 
their Salvation is with fear and trembling ; and mofl fo far feem , 
to be loft in a throng of other things, that this greateft quef- 
tion which can occur in all their life. If they be born again F 
is laid afide until they be ready to die. Oh ! hath our light 
thus put us out of ferioiifnefs, and giving all diligence which 
IS fo indifpenfibly required of thefe who mind heaven; will 
gifts, and a high repute in thfe church, or a fair fhew in the 
flcfh, be a fure evidence to caufe rejoicing, when one 
comes to die? Thb is a fad fubjeft, and I muft fay, If thcfc 
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charaSers of godlinefs the Scripture hath given were ferious- 
ly pondered, there was never an age wherein more profeiTors 
arc like to come fhort of heaven, and be found in a fifnda* 
mejntal delufion about their ftate than this isj for which^ 
fome fad evidences I fliall here offer: 

I . That loofe conception many have got of religion, which 
they Tiave framed in their own mould, fo as to find an eafy 
cure for all their doubts, and fliift off the neceffity of fear^ 
tendernefs and diligence in making fure of eternal life, and 
thns are at work to have fucb a latitude in their principles, as, 
may fuit the ftrait and narro\i^ gate which leadcth to life un- 
to that Uberty they take in their praftice. 2 May we not; 
fee how far it is become a matter of wit and invention to be^ 
Chriftians, and with what fingular advantage many have 
learned to a£t handfomely fuch a partj as if divinity were^ 
rather a fcience to be learned by rules of art, than a matter 
of fenfe and feeling, or fome exquifite imagq fo pk^e their 
eye, but fuch as can put forth no vital a£ks. 3. Are not thefc 
times fuch, wherein light hath in a ftrange manner out-gone 
confcience, and tendernefs, and that which the apoftle calls 
the form of knowledge, and of truth is like to ruin many, 
Rom. i\u So that it is r^re to find a warming heat with a 
large profeffion, fuch as can make it convincing to others, 
and commends it to their confcience. 4. It is now a time 
wherein religion is remarkably enlarged in the notion, but 
Oh how much abridged in the praflkice, even from what it 
hath been in times of greater ignorance. I muft fay, that 
length many in this age have come in the Theory of praflical 
godlinefs, is like to be a fad fnare to help fome to perifli 
with the more confidence and quiet. 5. It may be too ob- 
vious, there hath not been an age of ^he church wherein pro- 
feffors feemed further off from getting good of the gofpel, 
and lefs accefs to reprove, or for a faithful freedom with moft, 
than is now; but fuch is the fore and difeafe of many, as can- 
not endure to be touched, and therefore it is no wonder that 
God (hould make fo fliarp an application ))j the rod, of that 
which men will not apply to themfclves from the word^ 01^ 
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bear from others. 6. How fad an evidence of this time is 
k, when the religion of fo many may be feen to have begun 
at their praftice, before it once began at the heart, and thence 
i$ it fo eafy to be Chriftians in company, and in public duties 
with others, who know little what it is to be fuch alone, and 
hp ferious in thefe more retired exercifes of religion, which 
keeps the clofeft communication with the vital parts of Chrif- 
tianity, but it 13 fure, the greateft part of a Chriftian's work 
is tha^ which is leaft feen, and hid from the eyes of others. 
7, If n>5y be faid, there hath not been a time wherein mois^ 
5nrere like to perifh at an alrnofi in Chriftianity, and with hid 
referves in theii: heart in a profeffed following of the LORD, 
tjian is now; and that there is a right hand and right eye, 
which ere men who profefs the truth adventure to quit^ they 
vfill rather hazard all, whence is there fuch a darkening of 
light, and extenuating contrpverfieg in a fuffering time, when 
it may be feen, it }^ not fq much a matter of dark difference 
as the fcruple lies ^t tl^e crqfs in generaj, that for fuch a ftep 
}n the narrow gate they muft have an exception. 

8. I {hall but add this very fad evidence of the hazard of 
profeflbrs in this age, that many are like to pleafe thcmfelves 
with fuch a mould of piety as cometh (hort of moral right- 
coufnefs; and lay afide |hat obferyance of ^he fecond table, 
T^hich is fo indipenfibly required of all the followers of God. 
O! what an amazing ^bing is this! a^ if thi§ were not an 
eflential part of holineft, wthout which none Jball fee the Lordi 
and a part of thefe w:eightiet things of the law, which is to 
doju/iice^ love tnercyf as weH as *u/dlk hunibly ivitb God; there 
is not under the New Teftament a more dreadful threatening 
than againfl: this, i .Thef. iv. 6. That no man over-reach 
bis brother, for God is the avenger of all fuch, and hath that 
mark put upon it wh<?n it i§ found among fuch who profefs 
themfelves his people, that it oyer-pafleth the deeds of the 
^cked, Jer. v. a8; yea, I muft fay, in nothing could the 
l^eight of malice againft Jefus Chrift aft more to bring the 
t^th under reproach, and caufe the profane world blafpheme, 
^an for any to peripnate religion for a cover to fuch a prad^ice^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

w "J J 

IN-^^the laftiplacef. This great truth of the verification of 
the Scripttr^ would be confidered as it leads into praS^ice, 
tfnd that fingtfltfr advantage this way might be found, if we 
knew how to itn^ronrc it; fince this is a talent for trade, not 
for contemplation;' yea, it may be faid with a fure warrant. 
This is the greatefl: in order to a Chriftian's comfort and c- 
fciWiihrnent wlififeh he can trade with within time; which in 
fome folio wiiygiCT/^j" I (hall briefly touch. 
. SeB, I . Thus fhould every one of the faints purfue a cer- 
tainty of his own about the truth, that the written word is 
the teftimony of the living God, which is indifpenfibly necef- 
fary for him to have, elfe he can have none at all; fince this 
is a perfonal bufinefs, where all muft prove their own work; 
for clearing of which, we have to confider, i . How rare and 
ineftimable a thing this certainty which I call a Chriftian*s 
own, is to difference from what moft of ordinary profeflbrs 
in.thefe times fatisfy themfelves with. 2. How this way it 
is to be reached. As to the firft. It is fuch, i. That caufeth 
one to rejoice within himfelf, and have a feaft thete whereof 
none elfe can partake, which hath no dependence on others, 
but is alone betwixt God and the foul. 2. It is fuch as 
fliould oblige him to feal-the truth, though there were none 
elfe, and is fufEcient to put his foul to reft in a fatisfied re- 
liance on the word, though he have no incitement from the 
example of others, and be caft in a time wherein religion is 
every- where fpoken againft, 3. Such a certainty is this of 
the truth as hath been tried by temptation, and hath not 
wanted a previous conflift ere they came by it ; yea, lies fo 
near them, as to be a ferious exercife on their foul to know 
the folidity of that ground whereon fo great an intereft muft 
be built; and thus the greater aiTaults, there are, it is found 
the way^to a further length in eftabliihment. 4. It is Aich 
wherewith thefe art not eafily fatisfied who have once got 
it; but it is fome part of their continued work to know the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCmPTUEfi. I If 

Lord, by following on to know him in his faithfulnefs in the 
word, that he is furely that to them which he hath declared 
himfelf to be ; and what a vifible imprefs there is^ of his truth 
in liis providences towards others. 5. This is fuch as bringi 
unfpeakable fupport in a dark cafe, and helps the Chriftiajv 
to rejoice in the promife, when no appearances are, how the 
performance (hould come, yea, to a fatisfied rolling over on 
God to reconcile his word and works when they feem to 
juftle, and thus oppofe what he hath faid, to what he )iath 
done; knowing thefe can be in no real contradiction to one 
another. 6. So excellent a thing is this certainty of a Chrif- 
tian's own, as leads into an unfpeakable repofe and quiet of 
the foul in that lad venture for eternity, when on the faith- 
fulnefs of God in his word he mull lay the dead grip (which 
we fee how dark a bufinefs it is to many) when thus fo great 
an eameft fte finds in his hands of thefe truths, the accom- 
plifliment whereof goes beyond death, which are the refur- 
reSion of the dead, and a being for ever with God; that he 
knoweth thefe are the promifes of God, whofe fenfible pre- 
fence, and familiar approaches to the foul, a near converfe 
with him, yea, his very immediate help from heaven in a day 
of ftrait he knows fo well here by the way, to be a fure per- 
formance of the word, and by marvellous confirmations there- 
of hath oft proved. 

2. Let us confider, of what fingular ufe thefe near approach- 
es of a Chriftian to the word, to know and be further con- 
firmed of the faithfulnefs of God there in the providences of 
his life, fUould be for fuch certainty: i. That this is fome- 
thing not reached by any tranfient glances of light, jor fome 
prefent flaih of affedion; but here muft be a folid and rati- 
onal arguing from the evidences of the premifes to the truth 
of the conclufion; That fince he is fure. The way of the Lord 
ts perfeBy and his word triedy Pfal. xviii. 30. which fo oft he 
hath put to an eflay, and in his experience had fo many per- 
fonal returns of its truth, he can of nothing be moire certain, 
than he is of its being a fafe ground for adventuring on. a* 
Thus is the Lord's feal to his truth made difcernible, and 
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fuch a fecret token and mark given thereof, which none Ciii 
counterfeit. 3. Thus is fo enriching a trade to be followed^ 
as might every day lay fbme new ftrengthening remarks in 
our way of the Lord's being God, and his unfpotted faithful- 
nefs in the word, whereon we have fo great a venture. 

SeB, 2. There is this ufe which rfeceflarily follows from 
the former^ and a fingiilar aidvaritage Chridians fhould make 
of the preferit fubjeft, with thefe clear diftoveries before 
them of the Scripture's verification, for a thorough and/olid 
determining their Jlate in Chri/iy and that thus they may get up 
to fome higher degrees of affurance thereof, than what moft 
fatisfy themfelve^ with. When to eafe the Chriftian's work 
in this trial, and in multiplying matks, here is a fhott abrldg-' 
ment of all he may have at his hand, to tnow the certainty 
ti the word, and thefe great fupematural truths there, by et- 
perience on his own foul; fo as not in the dark, and with a 
doubtful aflent, but from what he hath both feen and felt, hd 
Can put to this feal, That God is true therein. We know, un- 
til the faints be fully poflefled of heaven, nothing can bring 
a joy beyond this, to ie thoroughly ajjured of their being for ever 
there, and in his pirefence nvhere there is fultiefi of joy, they fliall 
pafs the long ages of eternity; %K)r can any be too ferious and 
concerned for making this fure; yet it cannot be denied, but 
fome excefs even here is this day in the road of praftical di- 
vinity, and thefe voluminous enlargements about figns and 
evidences of grace, (in which much cautious refpeft needs 
' to the various fizes and degrees of growth ampngft Chrifti- 
ans and viciffitudes of their inward Cafe) yea, by extending 
thefe in fo different a mould and Ihape, as hath tended tp 
darken and render perpleit the way to fome, more than for 
foUd quiet of their fpirits. The portraiture of a Chriftian id 
fuch, as none can draw to one model, but with refpeft to the 
infancy of fome, as well as the further age and eftablifhment 
of others. What I intend here, is but a fhort touch only for 
clearing this, how the Chriftian's way and method of trial 
neceflarily lies, in a ferious purfuance to know the ttuth, and 
have more near converfe with its verificatioti on the foul, as 
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die bcft way to know their ftate, mtd (Acesmg up»of tiieir evi- 
dences for heaven J and how thcfe arcrfb clpfelyiljpted, as 
die one muft bring forward the othtr-; for^^Wdviottiei few 
things I fhall firft premife, that by moft 6fitpfafifaBSd Chrifti- 
ans, I muft fay^feem to be little underftobd.^hiow s.i- ai ^h, ' 

1. That there is none but in fomo rtieafitorfffiuft Idw^ ^ 
praftical converfe with the word and its ^iocdmplifhnneift^if 
they be not ftrangersto the very cfleiitGi^:df^t€lbriftianitj*j, 
nor can thefe poffibly be a true idea andjicpagdoFgodlineft 
imprefled on the foul of any, but as it atlfiircr$ito ifce Scri|^i 
ture, and prefents its lively imprefs thereom^ i*^ Ij ' * " ■• o 

2. That thefe hid marks, whence the laih(» biow the 
Scripture to be the word of God, are fuch asl with the fatnt 
evidence anfwer to determine their ftate and being in Chriftj 
yea fuch, that by looking in on inherent qualifications, none 
can~iblidly argue to the certainty of grace from thiem > fmrth^^ 
cr than they know the certainty of the word, and its'accowi-* 
plifhment on them. Now what (ingular advantage fh6uld a 
Chriftian thu^ find, when by this thread, as it were, in -his 
hand, and fo fure a rule and line of trial, he can follow his 
intereft in Chrift, and have the fight thereof kept dear by 
that undoubted intereft and ]^opriety he hath in the ^wrord^ 
from its fure accomplifliment to him; the want wheteof, is 
it not too obvious a caufe of fuch darknefs and confufion as 
attends many in thefe enquiries they have about their ftate. 

3. Though it is undeniable that the world fees at a dif- 
tance, and cannot get by fom6 convincing Witnefs df the Scrip- 
ture's taking place, both in providences of mercy, and thefe 
clear inftances in which the Lord is known by the judgment 
he executes; yet do they not know, nor can poflibly reach 
the Chrifti'an's tr^de here, which iiies hid and deep in the 
foul, in that fenfible converfe thefe. have with the word, and 
its continued verificatfon*to th^m. 

4. Doth not the word ftiew, what the faints muft kilow by 
experience, how clofe Ihef^ keep together in one tie; as we 
fee them conjoined, John iii. 33. That fuch who truely ^^ 
iieve^ know alfo what 2 putting their feal to the truth is; fince 
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they are not only convertible terms, in fo hr as the one can- 
not be. |iranting, where the other really is, but fuch that the 
certainty of the one muft be cleared up by the other* 1 4eny 
not a dogmatical faith is in fome meafure reached when not 
faving; but it may be clearly evinced^ that no true folid afTent 
h to fupernatural truths, without ex;petience and a knowing 
the power, and efficacy thereof^on the foul 5 nor can there be 
a fiducial application and recumbency on the truth, where 
this is wanting^ 

5. Though It is too fadly known, as One caufe of fuch 
dark evidences mtoft have of their ftate, that the Spirit of 
fanfkification runs fo low, and untendetnefs in their walk; 
I muft fay, this alfo may be no lefs clear, which is fo little 
perfuafion of the certainty of the truth; and a fad miftake in 
the method moft take^ by feeking to fecure a right and in- 
tereft there, without a furious purfuance to be folidly found- 
ed thereon. And is not here the rife of fuch hefitation, and 
a trembling grip fo many have in parting with time, and that 
great venture of the foul on the promife; their work hath 
been fo little by the way to have their adherence to the truth 
ftrengthened by knowing in ivhom they have believed^ which 
made it fo eafy to the Apoftl^to put overhimfelf and inter- 
crts on that fecurity. 

6. This feems to be little confidered, In fuch enquiries 
fome have about their inward ftate, and whether they believe 
or not; how it is much greater to believe the truth in general, 
than any perfonal application thereof can be in their cafe$ for 
v/hich the apoftle clearly reafons, Rom.viii. 32. He that /par- 
ed not his own Son^ how will he not with him give us all things? 
for if we be aflured of that in which the greateft difficulty of 
faith lies, muft it not by clear confequence follow, thtit what 
concerns our intereft is but a ftraining at a gnat, when fuch 
a thing is once fwallowed; and where a Chriftian has got 
this length, to believe the teftimony of God is fuch whereon 
with greateft fecurity he can repofe his foul; perfonal evi- 
dences cannot then ftay.behind, if there be a ferious endea- 
vour in their effays after holinefs. For the greateft wonder 
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is here to believe the truth of the gofpel, that he Is able tofave 
to the uttermoji all who come unto him^ more than hif faving 
of roe; and it may be too obvious as the caufe whence the 
hft is obftru£ied, from fo fmail eftabliihment in the firft. 

Having piremifed thcfe, forclearing a truth of fuch weight, 
I ihail offer fome things to evince the neceifity of a near and 
pra^cal convcrfe with the word in its accompliftiment oft 
the foul, as that without which no effedual accefs can be to 
clearing up of evidences, and certainty of our ftate in Chriftj 
when it is fo manifeft, where this is wanting who can difcem, 
I. The truth and folidky of grace ^ how it is no cafiial thing, 
but fuch as moft convincingly anfwers the word, and is its 
native product; which if it be not difcerned, the one half of 
a Chriftian's evidence, from the truth ofholinefs and fruits of 
the Spirit is then kept out of fight; fpr whatever is feen of 
the being of grace in its effeEls^ yet does he not fee it in the 
caufe J and how in that alone channel of the word and pro- 
mife its conveyance is to the foul; yea, without this could 
none comfortably reilefl on the things freely given him of God^ 
as knowing them to be fuch; and on his own experience of 
the work and efficacy of the Spirit, if he cannot difcem the 
clear making out of the Scripture thfere, 

2. Without diis could none know, what fo rare and di- 
vine an art means, (than which I may fay, in a mediate way, 
nothing can be of more ufe for trial of a Chriftian ftate,) to 
compare fpiritual things with fpiritualy fuch as the aiJlings and 
influences of the Spirit with the word, inherent evidences 
with the written promjfe; nor according to this can he dif- 
cern a divine efficacious concurrence meet him in the way of 
duty; and how the original which is without in the word, 
and its tranfcript within on the foul, are one and the fame; 
for what are the rareft inward qualifications upon the matter, 
and h<Sw little (hould they amount to a clear diftinguiihing 
evidence, if this comparing work of a Chriftian be not known, 
how to fet things one againft another, fo as each be under 
its proper afped. 

3. It may be clear, without tliis no other converfe with 
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the, Bible could let a Chriftian know, what the truth's dwrU 
ling 'ufithin him is, or how much thereof hath been turned 
into a praftical hiftory, and in fuch a charafter writ over 
upon his heart, that he is fure angeU nor men could never 
have done; nor can he fee how the fame ingrafted and living 
truth (by as fure a demonftration as ever was of the motion 
of the blood) makes its way through the veins and conduits 
of a Chriftian'a walk, for putting forth of vital a£ts there ^ 
in a right difceming of which, fhould that great demonftra-» 
tion he convincingly clear, that feems as a ftrange and dark 
thing to many, what it is to be the declared epifile of Chrift^ 
written not with inky but the Spirit of the living God; not on 
tables offloney but inf^Jbly tables of the hearty 2 Cor. iii. 3. 

4. \yithout this could none of the faints fee their right and 
claim to the promife clothed with the adiual pofleflion there- 
of; which is the eameft here of that inheritance above ; but 
where this is clear, what a marvellous evidence comes there- 
with, to the furtheft quieting of the foul; when thus a Chrif- 
tian reflefts, and can reafon with himfelf, what of the Scrip- 
ture and thefe great fupernatural truths there, which the 
world knows /not, he hath now made his owny and not in the 
offer and promife only, but in real performances. 

5. Is it not clear, without fome near and ferious converfe 
with the Scripture, in the certainty of its verification, none 
could know the feaji pf the Spirit; which though fometimes 
it is fo immediate a,nd over-powering a teftimony as filenceth 
all doubts and fears, when it hath no refpe£k to any work of 
grace, or inherent evidences; yet even then it is the feal of 
the Spirit of the promife y Eph. i. 13. and fuch that cannot be 
underftood but as a fure accomplifhment of the word. 

6. Let ua^but confidcr> what Chriftian affurance is (I mean 
fuch as in a i;nedtate way can be reached,) and is it not a pradi- 
^al fylogifm, where the firft propofition muft ftill be a Scrip- 
ture-truth, and concludes from ^efe fure and undoubted 
experiments' they have thereof on their foul? for thus a Chrif- 
tbn folidly reafons; can I debate more my being, for ever in 
heaven with God^ who do fo certably experience what th^ 
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Scripture has given as an infallible fign of the truth of ano- 
dier world, and a being entered into it here; fo as to breathe 
another air, and from a ftat& of darknefs to be taken into a 
mahFcllous light, which once it is fure I knew not, nor could 
credit its reality on report; yea, a light by which I difcern the 
truth of fpiritual objeffcs to he as real as I fee thefe heavens and 
earth by the light of the fun, and I am taught the way of 
fenfible converfe therewith. Now when thus he reflefts, 
does not there meet in one demonftration, the two greateft 
things can be de&red until he be in heaven, which are the 
certainty of the written wordj and of his Jlate and being in Cbrift? 
and thus fee, how they anfwer other, and each fo indiflblubly 
tied, that no clear fatisfying evidence can be of die laft, but 
in a ferious purfuit of the firft. 

SeB. 3. Such is this fubjeft, and the ferious improvement 
thereof, as might lead us in to know that notable art of reli- 
gion more in its pra^icef which may be truely czlltd fcientia 
architeBonicoy an art for extrafting out of all occurrences of 
the time, and ftrangeft providences, what fliould tend to our 
further fixing in the truth, and make it eafy and clear, how 
to reduce the works of God unto the written word; yea, to 
refolve his judgments through the earth in their true caufc 
and original, which I muft fay from trial, is one of the rareft 
erf effays men could purfue again (I Atheifm, and for afluring 
our heart more of the being and faithfulnefs of God, when 
thus it's feen how all the lines of ptovidence lead from the 
Scripture, and return hither again, and do molt vifibly begin. 
and end there; fo that whither a difcerning Chriftian looks, 
yet cannot he look off this, though he go from one creature 
to another, and from one piece of the work of God to ano- 
ther; but all ftill meets with a moft obvious tendency to make 
this demonftration clear. That God is true. For myfelf, I 
ferioufly profefs, when fuch dark clouds are now cafting up, 
and amazing occurrences, fo many things to imbitter the 
world, this is the moft ftrengthening difcovery I find within 
.^mc, that fuch clear glances of ^t faithfulnefs of God there 
|r^, and thefe fo convincingly ihe wed forth amidft the great-. 
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eft darkncfs and cotifufions, as leaves no accefs to debate the 
certainty thereof;^ for nothing elfe I fee but what might help 
to crufh and make faint, if this were not.fo fure, God, hath 
fpoken in his holinefs and nothing hitherto hath failed thereof 5 
what was the word of ^Luther ^ Pene defperaffem niji Chrifiius 
effht caput Ecckfia; might we not now fay, if the fame truth 
ftood not good to us, and that the faddcft of events brings fo 
much in them, to ftrengthcn and be a further fealto the 
word : But now is the church fore toffed, we can alfo fee the 
need thereof, and \irhen fuch rage and hatred there is againft 
godlincfs, that it gets no worfe entertainment than was fore- 
told. Is the truth avowedly oppofed and borne down ? there 
doth th& Scripture take place. Is it reproached ? it behoved 
fo to be. Yea, is it by fubtilty and under a cover of friend- 
fliip affaulted? this alfo is fome part of its own accomplifti- 
ment. Do we not fee, wickednefs is ftill the- fame ? and 
that it is the fame fpirit now afts in the worft of men that 
was in former ages ? which fliould no lefs tend to a confirm- 
ing us of the certainty of the word, than the truth of holinefs ; 
have we feen any fuch dark hours as did ever want a witnefs 
to that bleffed promife of a watching providence ovet the 
church? but when he fmites with the one hand, he is ftill 
found to uphold by the other j and no ftich concurrence of 
things to caufe grief, but fomething as remarkably fet^gainft 
it, to be matter of joy and encouragement in the Lord 5 nor 
in any time is fuch poifon vented, but the very fame time is 
found to bring an antidote with it, and the greateft aflaults 
againft the truth made fubfervient for her further triumph. 
Now it is fure, this is no dream, no romance, or a conje£l:u- 
ral thing, but what in the greateft compofure of fpirit, each 
Chriftian can difcem and know its truth to be as undeniable 
and clear, as it is certain there is a fun that ihines in the fir- 
mament. What an ineftimable advantage is here, if we 
knew how to improve it, that under all the varieties of pro- 
vidences within time, we may go in and out and find pafture, 
and thus get our faith more ftrengthened, in feeing how men 
are forced to promote God's dcfign by oppofing it, and in re* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Of THE SCRIPTURE. HJ 

fifting his Will tofuffil it 5 the fmalleft thing ixiade fubferyient 
to great purpofes, when the moft promifing appearances are 
blaftedj how moft are qvery-where thronged about perfonal 
interefts, and their own things taking them up, whilft the 
holy God does moft convincingly turn all for his end. Yea, 
if we knew how to follow this great difcovqry, we ihould con-» 
vincingly fee' the great€?ft furprifals of providence which 
upon no principles of reafon men could forefee, or any con- 
nefkion betwixt the means and fu<4i a pro^^id^ how exa,&iy 
they anfwer the word, and are a fe'al thereto. I ftiall but 
add, how it is not more obvious, that to every creature, fa- 
culty, and operation, there is as it were a thread faftened by 
which one may follow up and fee that God is, than its dif* 
cernible here, how clofe ^a conjunction is betwixt the word 
and each piece of his work, yea, every ftep of providence in 
the earth; whereby we may know, he is that which the 
Scripture declares him to be. 

Se^. 4. This peculiar advantage Ihould Chriftians make 
of fo great a difcovery of thefaithfulnefs pfGod, and nothing 
fails of all that he has fpoken in his word ; for adventuring 
with a more full fecurity on thefe rare politics of the Bible, 
which concern men's inteteft$ within time: yea, thus to fteer 
their courfe under many vicifEtud^s of life, by fuch maxims 
of divine policy, which can neither err nor poflibly admit a 
fallacy or miftake. I muft touch this a little, it is fo ftrange 
how (mall weight even with moft of profefled Chriftians 
thefe fe^m to have; and whatever refpect they witnefs to this 
blefted record, in taking it as their fecurity for a life to come, 
or any fpiritual interefts; yet is it not feen, how viiible an 
exception is made in their reliance on the word, for things 
of this life, but they will needs ftrivc to be wife in their a£l- 
ings, like the men of the refidue of the nations, and have the 
eternal and unchangeable truths of God come down to their 
mould and reafonings; which }s an Atheifm too manifcftly 
owned every where. Oh what can this mean, to half the 
Scripture of God in fuch a manner, as to adventure with 
fome profeffed fecurity, on what is there for an eternal inte- 
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reft, but en other principles and contrivances go for their 
concernments within time; yea, fo far allow, themfelves to 
lay this afide, as that wnich they think cannot poflibly fuit 
the pofture and condition of their outward affairs: But for 
clearing this truth, I ftiall firft offer fome things to fliew with 
what demonftrative evidence a Ghriftian may adventure here 
on the certainty of fuch infallible* rules, for all his temporal 
interefts as well as thefe that Concern an after-ftatc j and next 
offer fome particular inftances, where this demonftration 
may be more dearly underftood. 

1 . Can we admit a divine authority of the Scripture, and 
not fee how the faithfulnefs of God ftands good for every 
line and fy liable there*, yea, that thefe rules it holds forth 
muft be no lefs fure for the leaft of a Chriftian's intereft, 
than for an eternal falvation by Jefus Chrift. 

2. Is not this beyond all poffible debate^ how great an in* 
tereft men's outward lot and concernments have in the writ- 
ten wotd, that though no refpe£i unto the command, prin- 
ciples of felf-love, and the intereft of gain as well as of duty 
fhould oblige to a clofe adherence thereto. 

3. Though it feem as a romance to many, yet muft we 
cither quit the Scriptixre, or credit this, that the moft infal- 
lible rules for one to raife his fortune, and infure a deftiny 
that can controul the ftars, are given forth there, where that 
evidently is found. Sapiens dominabitur ajtrts^ iff quo modo 
unitfquifque faber poteft ejfe fortuna fua. 

4. Are not thefe rules alfo known and tried, fo as the ex- 
perience of all, who have followed the way of the Lord, .did 
yet never fail to witnefs. 

5. And is it not clear, how fuch rules there are, of that 
univerfal truth, as in no time the contrary was ever feen to 
be true; but the greateft fun-fhine onmen*s wicked devices, 
and their contrivements of fmful policy, are ftill feen in the 
clofe to have fome fad and tragic refult; yea, that the bring- 
ing thefe to pafs, hath moft convincingly tended for their 
further ruin. 

6* Is not the true caufe vifibly writ forth here, whence the 
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faffing but of events is fo frequently leen to be croCs to all ' 
ordinary rules and methods of fecond caufes, and the wife 
^ifappointed in their work, for attaining fuch ends, as could 
hot but be expefted to follow thereon, from appearances to 
featbn; yea, that fuch fruitlefs enquiries, with anxious ana 
inordinate toil, the fad mifcarriage of moft defired and deeply- 
contrived projefts, is fo lifual a fight in the world, fo as men's 
liearts are fometim'es ready to defpair of all their labours un- 
der the fiin ; that the Scripture hatli fo. little credit in their 
private concerns biit will (leer their courfe by fome other 
compafs for attainment of what they intend. 

7. Is not this with greateft evidenge Jemonftrable, how 
pra€tical prudencie is the native efFeft of piety; and what 
helps to make one more a Chriflian, hath a neceflary tenden- 
cy therewith to make him more virife: and to thefe rare ac- 
cbmplifliments of triie policy; when thefe are fo clear: How 
much it helps to get command Over the heart, the modera- 
tion of paffions. 2. For one to know and difcern his own 
way, which is to be wife at home, and in what his nearefl: 
concerns lie, f rov. xiv. 8. 3. To improve the prefent pro- 
fidence, and every change of his iot, for fome further gain, 
fd as he can j follow his intereft, by abafement as well as a- 
bounding, and get up by that which feems moft to deprefs 
him. 4. To have a more c;Iear view of the confequence 
and fiitiire ifTue of things, by knowing how to difcern time 
and judgment, A wife man forefeeth the evil^ and hides himfelf^ 
J^rov. xxiii. 3. 5. Such alfo is its true tendency, to caufe 
that temperature and counterpoife in the foul, amidft thefe 
continued viciffitudes here, as he c^n rejoice with fear, and 
have his greateft confidence under guard of a watchful cir- 
cumfpe<3ion. 6. Is it not evidently found in fo far as one 
tiralks by thefe rules, how his hand worketh by the guidance 
of his heart, and does then a£J: dextroufly? which 5c/(?w^/7, 
that great obferver, did fo much regard, Eccl. x. 2. A wife 
tnan's heart is at his right handy hut afooPs heart is at his left. 
Yea, then is light found to fhine on his paths> for a more clear 
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and eafy getting through thefe encumbrances which ate found 
{o diflrafting, and ready to fink the fpirit of others. 

8. For fuch as lay the whole Scripture afide, and have no 
fuch weight upon them of an eternal (late, It is not ftrangc 
this fliould have no credit for their interefts within time; but 
is not here matter of aftonifhment, what refpeft and confi- 
dence men witnefs, for adventuring upon one part of the 
Bible, who vifibly fliew they have no confidence for the 
other? Can fuch be inearneft to improve fupematural truths 
there for fpiritual things, who fee nothing of its ufe on this 
account, what a fure trade they might drive in order to their 
temporal interefts, (yea, whilft they converfe not with the 
very notion of fuch a thing?) I muft fay, no reafon can com- 
prehend this, how principles of felf-love fliould have fo little 
influence on men 5 nor can it be anfwered, but by admitting 
one of thefe two, that either the Scripture is not truely own- 
ed and believed by mofl of profefTed Chriftians as a fecurity„ 
on which they can adventure their heaven 5 fince the fame 
affurances are there by the God of truth, for men's interefts 
here in the way; or that fuch knowingly betray the end they 
propofe to themfelves in their labours under the fun, and a£l 
in dircGt oppofition thereto, by fo ftrange a negleft, and lay- 
ing afide of the Scripture. 

Having premifed thefe, for giving light to fo concerning a. 
truth; let us but clearly ftate fo great a duty, as the pradlicar 
ufe and improvement of the word is in a temporal cafe, and 
with refpeft to our prefent interefts in this life, as weiras. 
thefe which are eternal; that we may fee the infallible con- 
nexion is betwixt the one and the other; for he hathpeiDcd 
thee^ O man what is goody as well as what is juft, and where 
the fuieft method and way lies for one to feek himfelf, and 
be wife for their own private intereft; yea, to attain and en- 
joy an outward lot with unfpeakable more advantage, than 
moft let themfelves know, to prevent difappointments,.with 
fore and ftinging croflTes, that may be feen comes not out of 
the duft, but are a produft that all might difcern from the 
>f(^ord, fuch means they choofe to themfelves muft bring fordi- 
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It IS clear, that the fame light which {hews the way for being 
eternally fave^j lets men alfo fee an exa£k and infallible me- 
thod, in all their concerns within time, and for fuch a con- 
duft as they may ivall furelyy by rule, and not at an adven- 
ture for this end; the flighting whereof hath caufed many 
with fore toil fow the wind unto themfelves. I come now 
to inftance fome of thefe rare poViticSy Tun&hi^c^ principles of 
wifdom given to us in the written word, in living up to which, 
one may as it were choofe his own fortune^ I offer thefe, 
which are fuch as we may fear more it fliall ceafe to be day 
and night, feed-time and harveft, than that any of thefe faiL 

1 . Principle^ That tofecure thefuccefs of our way, in the appoint' 
ed ufe of means y nothing is fo effeElual as a fhoi^ough commitment 
thereof to the Lord; as it is clear, Pfal. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3; 
and a truth' hath fuch a feal from experience, that fmce reli- 
gion was in the world, I muft fay none ever tried it in vain; 
but the want of this hath inftrufted many to their coft, how 
deceitful a thing the greateft abundance of means oft prove. 
Now for confirming it, let us but compare the remarks and 
hiftories of all times with the word, and I am fure it can be 
hid from none, how the moft fad ruining ftrokes are feen to 
be a pit of men's own digging, and moft obfervably hath met 
thefe, who would choofe a way to diemfelves, and frame a 
policy of their own, in counterafting the word, which did 
atlaft undp them. 

2. Principle^ If the Scripture be true, men's intereft and 
policy here then is, That it is better to triifi in Gody than put 
confidence in man; yeoy better to trufi in Gody than put confidence 
in Princes^ Pfalm cxviii. 8. which is a truth that never ftiam- 
cd the face of any to this day who adventured thereon, but 
oft hath theix rf^turns exceeded their venture. And moft re- 
markably thefe have been even before the world fet againft 
one another, which we fee, Pfalm lii. 7, 8. Lo this is the 
man that made God his firengthy i2fc. But lam as a green olive 
tree^ I trufi in the mercy of God for ever. No time can make 
that thrive on which tbe LORD puts fo dreadful a mark, as 
he hath done upon human confidence, Jer. xv. j. But wc 
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may fee, it was never more difcernible to the world than at 
this d^iy; with fuch a breaking of vifible props, as calls aloud 
to ceafe from man^ and thus be inftrufted, how men of lonv de^ 
gree are vanity^ and great men a //V, Pfalm. Ixii. p, fo as to 
know the alone certainty of that which is, ver. 7, In God U 
my falvationy and glory; the rock ofmyjlrength and my refuge y 
is God, But Oh how rare a praftice is it in the world, to 
roll the burden of an outward intereft fo fully on God, as^ 
to have the heart at 11 true repofe and quiet, when vifible ap- 
pearances are not. 

3. PrinctpUy Though nothing be more crofe to the politics 
of this age; yet it is clear. That to court humility is the rijing 
handy and the furejl way for preventing humbling Jlrokesy as wc 
fee Mat. xviii. 4. And which feem ftrange, tho' convincingly 
obvious in all times, thatChriftians lying near the duft, in a low 
felf efteem, and being much on their knees, will keep fuch 
more on their, feet, than the ' eager grafpings of others at that 
fliadow which flies the more it is followed. Nam fic defcen* 
dendoy afce^dendum ejl in via Chriftiana. 

4. Principle y That thefureji mean to have adverfaries gained, 
to be friends y is by having our ways direBed to pleafe Gody Prov. 
xvi. 7 ; and thus endeavour a commending ourfelves to the 
confcience of men, but not their humours; for which fo great 
an aflurance is in the word, with that convincing feal from 
experience, and the remarks of every age, as, a Chriftian can 
folidly reafonj When I follow my duty, then it is fure, I 
follow my intereft; and in confulting how to be accepted of 
God, and give him the preference to all, I keep the ftraight 
line to gain both on the confcience and refpeft of others. I 
know fome will obje£k the fad tTittxi2mmentfaithfulnefs gets 
in the world; and which cannot be denied, how clofe adher- 
ence to the way of Godi hath brought many under a dark 
cloud; but is it not as certainly known with what advantage 
this hath ftill brought them out; fo as their prefent \o{s hath 
brought a double gain, yea, found to meet fuch many days 
after, even to the conviftion of others. 

5. Principle is this, T^^at ifs more true policy to give fo the. 
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foor^ where tio retr'thuthn can ^ lookeil for^ than to give to the 
rich, Prov. xx. 275 which if defigned for God, does alfo in- 
fure its return, and compenfation from him. I know no- 
thing feenas more crofis to reafon and the rules moft in fuch 
a time walk by, but if the Lord be Godj and the Scripture 
hi? word and teftimpny, there ihould be no halting li^re; 
for to thefe isr an exprefs bond given from heaven, and put 
in regift^r here upon earth, in which he who keepeth truth 
with men for ever, hath infured l^y h\s faithfulmfsy that %vhat 
is given to the poor, is lent to the LoM, and he luill repay it; 
and I muft fay, none ever took this in earned for their fecu- 
rity, and found it fail 5 but when it feeme4 to be loft, and as 
caft on the waters, it hath been repaired, with a four-fold 
more to them or theirs. This I am fure many are debtors 
to witnefs;. as alfo that no fuch bank can be, for the large 
inxproyerpent of a little, and where the principal will never 
be loft. But I muft further ^dd, in behalf of \\i^ faithfulnejs 
of God, whatever feem to anfwer this duty upon the matter, 
a M^rong end and l?ias in feeking acceptance with others will 
marr all, apd be as a dead fy in the box which corrupts the 
moft precious ointment; for how can they put this debt upon 
the Jjord, when that is their reward from man. 

6. Principle, That a pubjic fpirit for God, is t}oe bejl expedient 
fir a man^s own things <, and to fecure a private interejl; and the 
want of this, the caufe offaddejl lofs oft even upon that account; 
this we may fee. Hag. i. 9; which if there were more of an 
obfervipg fpirit, could be under no ipiftake, why manyyow, 
and bring info little, with fuch perfonal gr:ef, and bitter com- 
plainings at home; fo fad a fruftrating of the moft pain- 
ful endeavours by an immediate blowing thereon from hea- 
yen ; Why faith the Lord ofhojls, hecaufe of my houfe that is wafle, 
and ye run every man to his own houfe. One faith, fliall I leave 
my fwe^tnefs ? and others, (hall I leave my fatnefs, to own 
duty in an evil time, and when vifible hazard attends this? 
for which I may fay upon the warrant of the word, many 
npw put their moft endeared interefts ta be as a butt of the 
• holy jealpufy and indignation of God. * 
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7. Principe^ It is not duty alone ^ hut a matter of f elf inter ejfj 
for a Chrlftian to keep clofe under the authority of the ivordy to 
prevent fome fadder yoke; and their being put under that difcip^ 
fine of the rody which none can mifs in fome meafure for their . 
recovery, where mercy is in their lot; for thus does the Scrip- 
ture's method lie, and the way to make a fore and affliding 
burthen light that it is hy bearing it, and a humble fubjeft- 
ing the foul thereto, with which the fenfible abatement of its 
weight will be found, Heb. xii. 7. Jer, xxxi. 18. It is evi- 
dent, how men's rods are taken out of their own fms, anA 
that it is their wickednefs is made to correct: them ; yea how 
fin and the rod grow up together, according to that, Ezek. 
vii. 16. where one growth may be feen for both, pride hudt^ 
and the rod hlojfomefh. 

8. Principle^ That doirtjfr the Lcrdy ar.da fcrious rcfpeRts 
him in it^ is the fur eft v: a '- to prevent lnlwt;rin^ in vain, and for 
injoying long the worl of their hand ^ Ifn. I'lv. 22, 23; from the 
want of which, what work and libour is loft, with the fore 
toil of m?.ny in the externa! duties of religion, that will never 
tedound on their account Oh what an amazing thing is 
this, were it ferioufly confidered, to fee men in fuch earneft 
iibout a counterfeit fhew, and to appear that which they are 
not, which fo certainly leads into a real hell, and wants not 
fome beginning here upon the confcience, yea betrays that 
very end they proppfe to themfelves within time; for the bed 
fsfjorter than that they can fir etch themfelves upon; and it is rare 
to find any get into another world, before the vail be taken 
ofF them here. 

9. Principle^ that a ferious following the work of the prefent 
clay, is the hefl way to provide for the event of the nexty and for 

fuch who have but one hope, and all their dependencies on Gody to 
haiie but one fear y that they go not out of the way of the promifc; 
this we fee, Pfal. xxxvii. 3, Gen. xvii. 11. And is it not found 
by continued experience, how making hafte for bringing 
men's defign to a de fired iffiie, gains no time of a patient 
waiting on the Lord? but the v/ant thereof hath put many 
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fome fteps backward, when they feemed to make the furtli- 
eft' advance. 

10. Principle i That the way of the Lqrd isjlrength to the up* 
righty Prov. x. 29. and is that alone which can make their 
feet ftarid on an even place when the world is reelRig; this is 
a truth many have tried, and to this day could never bear a^ 
nother witnefs, but that it gives more in to fuch as clofely 
follow it, than they could either lofe, or give out on that ac- 
count-, yea that where men once find their hand to effay du- 
ty, though with foreft wreftlings, when the Lord's going be- 
fore to clear their call is known, thea hath their heart and 
ftrength been remarkably found-to follow. 

1 1 . Principle^ That to be inter ejled in the blejfmg^ is that 
which maketh rich; and the moft certain way for attaining 
fpch an end beyond all the devices of men's hearts which can 
be tried in another road. I confefs the faith of fuch a truth 
feems to be little in the world, and the evidences thereof too 
obvious to be denied; though thus it is written, and by the. 
faithfulnefs of God infured to fuch who will give him credit, 
that it is his hlejfmg maketh rich^ and adds no for row therewith y_ 
Prov. X. 22. But to acquit his way, and certainty of the 
truth tlierein, of which one tittle cannot fall to the ground -, 
I offer thefe remarks with a ferious appeal to the judgment 
and difcerning of the moft ordinary obfervers, if they do not 
fee, I. that there is an enjoying more in a little, yea a real 
poffeffing fome have of more than others of the large ft meaf- 
ure : Now it is fulre riches can only be underftood as It reach- 
cth the ^nA for which by all it is fought after, fatisfadlion to 
the mind; and not to have thefe things, but to enjoy them^ 
without which, what is moft defirable to the fenfe, can have 
no pleafant tafte, 2. Is it not known fuch a vifible income 
by the blefSng there is, as caufeth a real fubferviency of the 
little of feme for the owner's ufe and to go further than the 
great things of others, fo as they are made to abound and have 
no lack^ whiljl thefe who have gathered much^ have nothing over^ 
but in the fulnefs of their fufRciency are in want. 3. It is 
f ure, in no time this can be hid, how fomething is above th<5 
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Care c>f the mind, or labour of men's hand^ to crofs of pro- 
mote an outward intereft, a falling in and furprifal of fome 
providencfes, which from ho appeatanfce, or the rcmoteft ten- 
dency of outward caufes could in the lead be forefeen, bUC 
conic^ moit vifibly Crofs to the prefent fcheine and pofture 
of their affairs, that in one day is found to undo more thiri 
many years had fet up. 4. In this I iiecd'but appeal to meti's 
eyes, as well as tb their reafon, if the pretended riches of 
many who unqileftional)ly ha^e a gireal: fhare of outward 
things, be not a falfe cover under which the v^orld may fee 
what anxiety, trouble, fear, and moft bittet* complainings are, 
and how rare fuch ail inftance is, to whom riches is given in 
fheir haftening out of the way of the bleffing,' and not a large 
meafilre of forrow added ; fo as it is redly no ftich thing that 
moft h^vc, but a ferpeht inftead of bread, where the fting Is 
more fharp than the honey fweetj it is as the hufk, when the 
fiibftance thereof may be oft fourid in the houfe of the poor 
more than in theirs. Oh what a miftaken thing h this, that 
with fuCh eagerncfs is grafped after ^ if thefe were more of 
the true ufe of reafon, when it is fo certainly known that 
fomething there is above outward caufes to imbitter the moft 
plentiful lot, and take the ufe thereof from fome, and its 
comfortable ufe from others, whilft it is no lefs clear, the 
true joy and fatisfaflion of many in their lot, yea, what a 
fun-fhine the bleffing caufeth fuch live under, on whom the 
world di'd nevef feem to fmile ; and what does this riiean ? is 
it not to (hew the perforniance of that Scripture, M^hich in 
no time can fall to the ground, Th^t the hleffing of God 
makcth richy and adds no forrow therewith, 

12. Ifhall but add one Principle nrfore of that excellent 
wifdom given in the Scripture, for men's being wife to them- 
felves, by their following duty. How it is the intereji ofjlate^ 
and beyond all thefe politics ^ or Arcana Imperii, ^or its preferva- 
tion^ which feents moft infallible to many, tofeek the promoting 
cf truth and godlinefs; for if thefe IhoUld wear out, and go 
away, the land cannot poffibly be fafe "where once they had 
an abode. I know, to mention this in fuch an age may feem 
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tor no other advaiitagej but to expofe thefc truths to the dc- 
rliion of fuch who know no intereft the Bible or its rules can 
have in: the management of (late affairs, yea, look on thcfe 
who are in any meafuFe ferious to live up to the truth aadr 
principles they profefs, as the foreft grievance of the place 
they live in; fo fad a requital muft fuch often meet with, 
who I may fay, next to the long-fuffering of God, are the 
gfcrrteft means to prevent their country's ruin; but it isfure, 
this fame reafon (lands good, which EJlher^ made ufe of^ 
chap. vii. 4. if thefe perijh^ and the truth be/old^ though with 
the greateft price of appearing advantage, and that all fliould 
hold dieir peace, yet could it not countervail the kin^s damage ^ 
and fo inevitable a ruin to the public intereft of the ftatef 
which muft follow thereon; for thcfe are clear: i. What- 
ever reacheth a ftroke to truth and pra&ical godlinefs a- 
mongft men, it doth the fame to the greateft fecurity of go-? 
vemment, and that which founds the ftrongeft obligations to 
any civil and moral ditties. 2. Is it not manifeft, if the(e 
wear out and be depreHed in a nation, moral righteoufnefd 
and truth amongft men will quickly follow, and the greateft 
fecurity for all perfonal intereft is fo far gone? 3. And is 
it not ob^us to reafon, how the fame effays to deprefs truth 
alid -pra£lical godHneiis in a place, muft help Atheifm and a 
pro^u^ fpirit to get up, which hath fo dired and native a 
tendency to weaken the politic body, and cmafculate the 
fpirits of men to obftru£t the vigorous improvement of ila- 
tural parts, yea, moft remarkably does deprefs and change 
the Very genius of fuch a people. It is true in fuch part* 
where the truth of religion had not come, none will deny 
what fiogular advantage there hath been both of natural and 
moral endowments, as of old in Greece^ and amongft the Ro^ 
mans. But from no records of times paft could this ever be 
feen, that thefe were found with the departing of the truth 
from a place after its being profeiled and owned there; for 
which how fad a witnefs is a great part of the world this day, 
where it may be feen, the darkeft night of barbarifm «id im^ 
morality hath befalkn thefe places in a fpecial manner, where 
Vol. IL S 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



»3l THE' FlKLFlLLINa ^ 

lite light of. At gofpel once Ihined, as much of Jfrka^ and 
where tbefc once famous Afiatic churches were^ doea-evi^ 
dence* 4^ Can there one inftance be giveni of ^a nation's 
{Irofpering, that oppofed and ibught a depitiTing of the truth 
where it had once been received; but this all may fee, who 
are ferious to obferve, how the moil remarkable ruining 
ftrokesthat .have come upon a place haye had fome vifible 
faUing off, and withftanding of the truth to go before ; then 
will it tiot bd with Aicha people as in former times to brook 
that peace, which had been formerly known there before the 
Hght fhining amongft them? but the Scripture makes it clear 
that the red and pah horfey and he whofe work i$ to take 
peace from the earth, does immediately follow a rejefting of 
the. truth. It is known what a flood of judgments did fall in 
after fo great a growth of Ariamfm^ and that height which 
It <^une to, not only by feduftion. And can it be forgot 
what did fo immediately precede thefe defolating ftrokes on 
the German empire, which was upon fo remarkable a violence 
and deprcffing of the truth in Bohemia y and other places 
there* 

Seit, 5. This ipeculizT Improvement might. Chriftians make 
of the prefent fubjefk, with fuch clear diftoveries of the con- 
tinued verification of the words; To have Jbme further reach 
and difcernktg of things to come^ and what yet is before the churcFs 
handy than what mod fatisfy themfelves with. A truth in 
which i» to be underftood no following after fecret things, 
which in the deep couafels of God are ihut up from men; 
nor is it to know times and feafons, and purfuc wifdom above 
that which is written, which were to invade his prerogative, 
to i^om alone this belongs to know things contingent with 
their, proper circumftances, and forefee them falling out when 
no pofEble tendency of fecond caufes can be alledged there- 
to; for divine revelation is the alone rule and meafure of our 
knowledge, and the bounds fet by the Lord, beyond which 
there muft be no more fearch: Yet is it clear, that a con* 
cerning ufe and improvement of the Scripture lies here, and 
ome part of the Chrif^ian's work to conCder the truth of its 
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Iccodripiilhmetit, as it looks forward to future events as well 
as for things paft. Wc can blame ourfelves only &at we live 
not in a more dear and comfortable view of things to come, 
when fo muoh advantage is for this; yes^ we fee how the 
ScTiptuxe fpeaks of thefe as already; paft , to witnds not only 
the certainty of their performance, but that fuch a conver£0 
we fboold feek after by feeing them in the wof d^ as if they 
were prefent in. an a£kual exiftence before US'? therefore is it 
thusexpreiTed^ Rcvixviii, a. Bah^tits fdlen* finfr for clear- 
ing of fwJi a jdaty in fo dark an hour on the churchy I (hall 
by down thofe three particulars to be confidered.. i. What 
foiid grounds there are to point outx)ur way^ere, and let 
Chrifttans fee what length they might come by( Scripture 
light, andrwithout extraordinary revelation fori a dear and 
comfortably difceming of fome future events,. which at this 
day are upon a certain approach. 2. Thisalfomuft be taken 
along with the former, what reftraining botmds the Lord 
hath fet, beyond which there muft be no further fearch; 
3. I fliail offer a ihort touch at fome particubrs in fo very 
dark and aftonifhing a time as this, to witnefs how clear and 
refreihing a look might be had of fome great things to come 
as if they were now prefent before us, by getting up to that 
watch-tower of a nearconverfe with GOD in the. word. 

For the firft, It is certam no veffel at fea keeps* more eio* 
adly by the card and compais, than the church-militant does 
by the written word, which ftands open at all times for us to 
confult howher courie lies and keeps her way, and how weU 
the croffeft winds fall in with her motion. 

2. Though extraordinary ways of revealing God's mind 
are now ceafed, yet are they Aill the fame ia the Scripture 
as to the fubftance thereof, to which as a great hefght a 
Chriftian may get up in a ferious enquiry after the truth, fo 
as not only to difcem prefent duty, but things in their ap^ 
proach when at a diftance, which the word is yet to bring 
forth, without any thing of that* Lumen Prophetkumt which 
m former times was known. 

3* 1$ it not clear, how in the Scripture there is a perfe^ 

Sa 
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W<f/apand comprehctifion of all thefe viciffittxdea and changes 
'which ate to go over the church-s hesd here, iir what defigns 
the Lord hath upon the after*ages of the world; fo as thus 
her fate and deftiny: is brought to light? yea, is chcre not in 
the 6cripturc this day a ftanding record of the ancient juiig- 
ments of the LORD, whierer mea may fee the copy and prc-^ 
fidenta of his providence for after-jtimes of the church fet in 
tiheir fight?.. . : 

4. As it cannot be deaiei wliat extraordinary dtfcoveyies 
feme in thefe laft time& have had of future things, and re- 
markable exigencies of dwtjburdi, whofe eminent hdlinefe 
and fobricty made it the more convincing to others: yet eveigt 
there did the general rule of rihe word ftill go along with 
them, and had no hew things revealed but what was contain- 
ed there, tho- carried thcardaibya fmgular impulfc of a Scrip- 
ture-fpirit, to dpply the rule to particular cafes and perfons; 
but this we are not to look after, nor is tihereicaufc when fo 
much in an ordinary way may be Jcnowri by athuoiblc, feri- 
pus enquiry after the counfels of God in his: word. 

5, Is it not clear how Daniel underftood by bodis, what yet 
was to come of that full accomplifliment of the. defolation 
of Jeru/akmy and the years thereof by what he found in that 
prophecy, of Jiremiahj Dan. ix. 2» where we may fee him 
there on the fame fcent (whatever otherways he had of an 
extraordinary fpirit) for difcerjiing things to come by this 
fure way of fetting the word and event togetJier; for which 
though there needs a fpecial irradiation of the mind, and 3^ 
fpirit ofwtfdom and- revelation^ Eph. i. 1 7. Yet is that fuch as 
in an ordinary way ihoiild be fought by every one of the faints: 
But Oh! we ftand as it were upon the flat and low ground, 
And know little what a being more abftradt and feparate 
for fuch an end is, and have a near converfe with God in that 
great ftudyof his word and works in the world; and there- 
fore is fo little known how" greiat a lengdi Chriftians might 
rc^ch in die way of ordinary gifts and means to know the 
deep things of God, and what lies hid from the eyes of mofl 
though, written forth before us in the word* 
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' 6. That fpecial care the Mediator hath for his chuixh and 
people, that no fad trial and viciilitudes are to fall out^ but 
the word is fuited to give warning thereof before hand : nor 
is there fuch a ftroke whether on a nation or a man, but the 
«attfe thereof may be clearly found in the word if there were 
more ferious converfe with it: men need not be at fuch wort 
as fome are in fearching out the fatality and periods of king- 
doms and ftates, to trouble themfelves with the intricate* 
numbers of PlaiQ^ and predictions of Aftrologtrs, when fo 
clear a refponfe from thefe infallible oracles may be had, and 
by a ferious enquiry there, comparing the word with the con- 
tinued courfc and conduft of providence in all ages of the 
church, fome folid ground to fee that refpeft general de- 
nunciations of judgments to particular times, yea, from a na- 
tional finning and falling off from God, forefee the certainty 
of national judgments. 

7. Is not fuch an unchangeable fines and order of things 
in the Scripture as may caufe a fafe arguing from the caufe* 
to the effefts: for though conditional threatenings be not 
declarative of the eternal purpofe of God about the event, 
but are moral legiflative afts; yet is it clear they exprefs an 
undoubted conne£lion betwixt fin and the punifhment there- 
of, that at what inftant the Lord fpeahs aga'mjl a nation and 
kingdom to pluck upy root out and defiroy^ as we fee Jer. xvii. 8. 
if the condition be not intcrpofed of Repentance and turning . 
to God, then is it infaUibly fare and obvious though out- 
ward appearances fcemed never fo crofs, that fuch a fentence 
will not fall to the ground. 

8. Thus alfo may we difcern the church's rifing and cure 
to be fo far begun, as evidences of a thorough humbling 
work under her ftroke are manifeft, when fuch are made to 

^ come nvith weepings and a power therewith to wreftle, who be- 
fore looked as a people bound under fuch bonds as tliey 
could not {hake off: then may we know it is a crifis tending 
to life, Jer. xiii. 19. and fome previous ftir and motion a- 
mongft the dry bones before they get to their feet. 

9* There is folid ground whence at a diftance it may be 
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feen, T^hjat manner of judgment may be feared,; fmcc the 
word Aots '^particularly ciucumftantiate this^ that a /word 
Jball h^mtfi^mthe Lord to^av^nge the quarrel of his covenant^ 
Lev. xxw> #15. • ' \ ' 

iGy lt>ts/a}ear alfo the tjme and near appw>ach of judg- 
ment, n^ay fpffarbe feen from the word by a difcvjrnibk ripe-i 
npfs ai;^ J^bejgiit^ that a people':&-fin is come: to m fome prodi- 
gious s^^is qF wickednefs; .^^d*when no acctifs the word hath 
to reprove^ \dien the judga ^pplri^fleth and a/kethfor a reward^ 
and the p^Qph love to have /Vj^ -which (hews the fields' becom^ 
ing v^ry.\V^t? for judgme^H^Oputm the fide. 

iiv Su^h.as enquire ferioyfly at the word, may find caufc 
to difcfirtV/tfe^.iW^ring.outofi^houre and iamily, and of con- 
fttming ftrpke? to come on their oiFspring that have been re* 
markaWy giv^n^over to the fin of uncleannefs; for fuch a fcn- 
tcnce i%igivej?i forth from^him againll that fin, whofe word 
never .f^l^itp; the ground, ^hey J}oall commit nvhortdam^ hutjhall 
no$^incr,fafe^i)A^L'vi, 10. , . . . 

\%^\\ fbalLonly add this, how eafy it may be, to difcera 
fome hun^bjing ftroke near, and undoubtedly to follow, 
whether oa^ nation or a man, where fwelling, pride and in- 
foJence goes before; for this is a fure application of the ge- 
neral rwlef* Prov.. xi, 2. When pride cometh then cometh Jlmme^\ 
And Chap. xvi. That this goeth before deftruftiori. 

lathe fecond place, let us confider thefe reftrifling bounds 
that the holy God hath fet to his people's enquiries, that there 
be no ovcr-ilretching the rule, or a going further than the 
clear light of the word goes before them, which I fhall here 
particularly touch, i . We; may purfue no moifdom above that 
ivhich if written^ nor fo miw:h as look into that ark of the hid 
things of God, which he bath fhut up : It is fure there is 
hrge enough room and bounds in the Bible toarreft the mod 
unfober fpirit, and give* them work there. 2. The fovereign- 
ty of God and an awful impreffion of this on the foul muft 
ftillbo**nd the Chriflian's furtheft enquiry; fince it is clear, 
he fo walks by rule as his prerogative alfo takes place, which 
tfcefip naarvellous furprifaU of grace have oft witneflcd in 
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meeting thus- a people at thtkt greateft difadvantage ; for 
who could have inferred fuch a confequent from thefe pre- 
mifeSy Ifa.'Iix* 17. For the iHtquky of their coveionfnefi I f mots 
them J and hid myfelf and they went on fronvardly in the 'Way of 
their' heart. Now Ihouid not jud^n^rit inevitably follow ac- 
cording to the rule? nay/ iaithrtht:' Lord, Who is fovereign, 
and in his way infinitely rfW)v€^bur tlioughts, FU itifwer all 
with one cure ; Ihavefeen th^r^ ii^ayf^ and HoiH'hedi them* 3,. 
Whatever length is to be r^eh^ Ittthe difcerrifcg future c- 
vents by the word; yet hete lt>uft all keep a <lue diftance, 
KOts i. 7. that it is not o\xt%fd kkd^ihe times and feaf on s which 
the Lord hath referred tohltfife^j^s^to any peremptoi^y deter- 
mining in fuch'a cafe', though^tJi^ blear alfo, that "with a fafe 
warrant we may enquire about' thfe -feafon and near approach 
of Scriptu^e-^ptediftions^ fo ffit^^^ previous figns' thereof arfe 
by the word giv^^n ' for fuch an ehd. 4. It is here the Lord 
hath fet bounds as ^o the way, mean, or particulit circum- 
ftantiating of events beyond what is expreftiy wTitten and? 
made clear fnom^ Scriptur^-Kgitti The matters off (Sod are 
rolled on invifibie wheels, whofe motion gets oft otitof our 
fight, and vif^th' fo far above human reach, that men can find 
nothing aftephim'fo as to reftfift the glorious God from one 
ftep in his way, to the fame method and circumftances in a- 
nother piece-tof his work. Thus- the Scripture fhfews How 
ddrknefsis under his feet y zndthitk clouds round about , even when 
he comes to deliver his peopte. ' j. Thefe' bounds muft all our 
enquiries havej that they be in order to duty, and lead to 
fome praftical improvement for the work of our day, for 
thus were the men of Ifaeh^f^^ "Wift to difcern the tifnesy not to 
anfwer their own humour, '^buti that they might know what 
IfraeioUght to do. "Yhe, prudent fd^efeeth the evil atrd hides him- 
felfi and this folid ufe and kdyai^tage fhould be looked to in 
difeerning what the Lord is about to do; that Chriftians nay 
know what to pray for or what to'e5ipe<9:; that their heart 
may go alongft with thefe ends the Lord is now bringing 
forth : And is not here mattet of ferious exercife in a day 
when the hearts of the godly are fo low, as their fpirits feem 
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to fail, and be ready to fay, ourlones are dried, our hopeispaft^ 
and we are cut offy Ezek. xxxvii. 7. to know what alpcft the 
written word hath on a finking church. I love no overftxetch- 
ing our hope, but it is ftrange there is not *more improving 
the Scripture for our comfort againft prefent appearaiices, 
from fuch clear demonftrative evidences we have there, of 
things to cbmcj and what ftiall be the end of thefe wonders j 
whereon we now look with fuch amazement. 

Thcfe things being prSmifed, to prevent tniftakes about 
this fubjedl:, I (hall adventure in following Scripture^light 
with fome awful regard to thefe bounds the Lord hath fet to 
our enquiries here, to touch this in a few words more parti- 
cularly, as not unfeafonable in a time when many areat work 
to kindle a light unto themfelves, and walk in the fparks 
thereof; and fo woful a trade of divination hath got up in 
the world, that men will go to the God of Ehron, by feeking 
a divinity either in the flars above, or from the powers of 
darknefs below, as though there were no God in Ifrael^ or 
fuch a thing as his written oracles to enquire at: But if the 
Lord he God let us fdlow him; and if the Scripture be his un- 
doubted word, I muft fay none need be in the dark about 
things to come; as to what is bringing forth for the church 
in the great event of thefe laft times, when this blefled record 
is fo near, which came down from heaven widi a fulnefs df 
light unto men, for all that concerns them to know here, aad 
now with fo clear and certain a found fpeaks. 

I. From what point the church's motion unto this day 
lies, fincc Antichrift's height and reign we know is over with 
the great apoftafy of the church exprefsly foretold under the 
newTeftament; fbrthus by keeping fight thereof, and more 
neat converfe with the word in ev^ry ftep and turn of her 
way, it might be eafy to difcern though at midnight, the cer- 
tainty of her courfe, and how exaftly it keeps with the card 
and compafs, where a full map of her journey and pafiage, 
through time is held forth; yea how far ihe hath got by the 
mod hazardous part in lier whole pafiage; and now feems 
near to a falling under the favourable afpe£l: of Tome more 
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remarkable piromifes in, her behalf^ thus alfo i$ there foHd 
ground to expo&<one of the greatcft conjan^dons that ever 
wafi known to the church, is not only to comeh^ on fome 
near approach, I mean of prBmifes. wYach fnmj fonnier age* 
have been fealcd up, with thdi; performance, of the pjiyeis 
of the fatnt$, that long have waited befbse the thrqxie} and 
their full return, yea, of fome yery eminent providences for 
making thefe effe^kuaL , ,, 

2. This from the word, we may with clear eyidtf ncc buxw 
whatever appearances fesem to contradid:. That a fad hwr of 
temptaiion is coming on tbe.mrMf ?nd on^befc whpfe^ work 
hath been to trouble the ch^ch;, where thi$ clfe^;:gfound is- 
that the fatthfulnefe of God ftands ^od, to pu;t a (;tfp ofpdjott 
and trembling in the hand of her c^Bers^ lia* li*. :;t2> 23. and 
caufe fuch wring out the dregs of that tup tbi ickMrcbes have 
drunk of, Pfal. Ixxv. 8. Nor hath it ever beeji found that 
judgment b^an at the houfe of God and ftayed tb^re, or 
that the nations were a fore rod in his hand upon jhis people^ 
but a judgment on thefe quickly followed, to fhe\|r, forth the 
righteoufnefsof the Lord in rec6mpencing tribulation to fuch 
for what they have done; and make way by a day of ven- 
geance for the year of his redeemed to come. 

3. This we may difcem from the word, by comparing the 
times and prefent ftate of the church therevidtfa, that a work 
of judgment feems yet -to go before her further rifing, and 
thefe fore pangs and throws in the birth are not paft, that 
moft immediately are found to make way for approaching 
mercies; the Scriptare-grounds are thefe, i. The method 
of providence, that with every ftep of the church's exaltation 
fome previous down^cafting hath ftill kept proportion 
thereto: Nor is it found through the Scripture where any 
great thing the Lord hath done for his church, but a remark-* 
able height of trouble hath gone before; but is here any thing 

, ftrange or matter of hefitation, Where the light of the word 
goes fo <ilearly before; that when one of the greateft events 
in Jbehalf of the church fmce the Meffiahs came into the ,. 
world, until his fecond coming in tl^. full deftrudiion of 
Vol. IL T 
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Antichrift, is in bringing forth a tim€ of trouble and difmal 
darknefs be^rond what former ages ihave known go before 
fuch a brightnefe. 2..groundf Is it not too manifeft fuch 
evils now follow the reformed churches, that it may be (aid 
in no time was it ever known, the Lord pa fling fuch by with* 
out fome viiible mark of his anger put thereon^ there needs^ 
no iilftancing of thefe, , where the difcovery is fo manifeft. 
3, ground is this. That we have feen judgment begun, but 
no feen fruit thereof, ftrokes treading on the heels of others, 
yet do not reclaim. And is it not a Scripture-inference, 
when a people will not be reformed, they lie near a further 
ftroke, yea, is to be feared that which comes with a cure, 
may be very fore ere it hath done its work. O who Jhail live 
tffhen God does this! Can we be in the dark after all that is 
feen this day what is coming, for fuch clear prefages are at 
fometimes of a future event, as it may be faid what Antos 
fhews, chap. iii. 8. The Lord God hath fpoketiy who can but 
frophefy? we can difcern the face of the fky; But Oh how 
ftrange is it when fpiritual judgments have gone the length 
almoft of wearing out the churches, (which muft yet have 
a recovery) that a found of outward judgment is not more 
continually in our earl Is it time to be found lying in the 
hatches of the fliip afleep when ^ fuch unufual prefages are 
before us. I may not in the leaft queftion where the Scrip- 
ture is-fo clear J that great brightnefs which yet waits on the 
church J to which all her trouble muft make wayj and that 
the time of the killing of the witneffes and their prophefying 
in fackeloth is now paftj yet there is true caufe for fear of 
fomc unufually (harp and fearching trial, and that f///iwa- 
clades on the reformed church, is yet to come, that may caufe 
much fhaking where there is not a thorough eftabliihment 
in the truth. 

4. Whatever height the church's trouble comes at, yet 
have we folid ground for this, it fliall not be long, nor fuch 
a lying ftof m as in former ages ; but we know the adver*- 
fary's wrath, though great, vis now bounded to a fliort time 
in thefe latter days 5 and that the brightnefs of the light of 
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Ac gdfpel does much ripen the harveft, for judgment to put 
in the fickle: yea, though fad and very dark internals muft 
£all in, yet is it clear, the great work and^ intent of providence 
in this time is, to put forward the church's intereft, make 
way for its enlargement, and bring her begun and growing 
vidory over Antichrift to a more full period, a^ is infured, 
Rev. X. 7. chap. xii. 12. 

5. It is no conjeftural event; but fuch vrith greateft af- 
furance we muft believe, that there is a fecond rifing tne re- 
formed churches fhall yet have in the power and fpirituality 
of religion ; where an immediate appearance of the Lord (hall 
be no lefs feen, than in that firft and marvellous recovery of 
the purity thereof, which for many ages had been over-cloud- 
ed: The grounds are; i. So remarkable an oppofition as at 
this day is thereto in the world, over which th^ Mediator 
muft prevail, and have the decifion of that ftrife on his fide. 
2. If itbefure the churches Ihall yet recover and rife; muft 
not the cure be where the ruin and wearing out hath been 
moft evident: And fuch a blefled return of the fun, as Mrill 
bring heat and love therewith, to be more anfwerable to their 
light? 3. Without this the truth of many promifes yet to be 
fulfilled, could not be underftood in the event, which fo ex- 
prefsly point at (iich flourifliing -times of the church, as ihall 
have a mcore bright and hot fun-fliine of the power of the 
gofpel, and pouring out of the Spirit therewith; fo as the 

* name of that place Jhall be called Jehovah Shammah^ the Lord 
is there J Ezek. xlviii. 35. 

6. Though nothing feem more crofs to outward appear- 
ances, yet is it ftire, as the Lord is true, whofe word is paffed 
thereon; That wbofoever have engaged their power to fup- 
port the Romijh intereft, and heal that deadly wound it hath 
got by the gofpel, fliall lofe the day, and find their caufe def^ 
perate: for the iflue of this war is determined and fure, the 
party with whom thefe contend is Jefus Chrift, he who was 
fhewed J&htii Rev. xix. 13, with his vefture dipped in bloody 
whofe name is called the Word of God^ and hath the armtet 
of heaven to follow him ; yea, by many degrees of wrath. 

T2 
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hattiA^^fiseSSgd afaceadftaibeh ^ikoei^ ix^ich cmi be unckrua 
flriute^^^riicsytlt^^ljohifhatthrbegun^ but that be will alfo 
imcfae diti^d^cdndviQD^iittitis^iafCle fteps are in his way, as i» 
cJwBriy^Mttwd^^ laief.iLao, Rev. xiii. lo. chap- xvii. 14. 
>I(Mr/i03Bwegcaiife*to befta^ered in the faith of die ap^ 
pW)a8Jhbci;iywtfVTfatal period, though we flioald live to fc© 
^^^rifoattd the church's abroad on a fxKlden onrar-run by the 
iigejrf tfcat heaft; and her light edipfed by the Rarmfb daxk- 
juefs; but to loiok thereon according to the Scripture, asiiie 
fAimus xnnatus ©f that wounded adverfary^ which would 
fae foimd to haiie an immedbte cosmedion with the ruin of 
Antichxift, and with the reviving and following ^ory of the 
church; iox Jtmng is the Lord God who judgeth her^ Rev. 
xviii. 8. 

7. T^saifo on folid ground from the word, we are caOed 
to believe, tiaat no new aflault by Antichrift^and his follow- 
ers rcan be this day againft the chuitch, but muft help to put 
her inteweft forward, and be iox the furtherance of the gofpel y 
fimce It is ckar that by a continued war betrwixt ijie Lamb 
and Antichrift, is every ftep of Ae churches rife advanced; 
which were it ferioufly con£dered, the moft formidable ap- 
appearances of itrouhle from that party, ihould with mor^ 
^omfert lihan fear be looked on. Yea, is not here from the 
Lord fome part of his pe^le's mercy, that they go not out 
in hafte, nor get a hafty delivery, but fuch as one ftep there- 
of may ftill fit and diipofe for another. 

8. It can be no conjeftural event, whefe the Scriptute is 
fd clear, of fome very immediate appearance of the Lord, by 
making bai^ his arm againft his adverfary ; that will be fndi 
as hath mot been feen in former deliveries of the church, fince 
the day he made his power known at the Red fea; for thus 
in Scripture is it held forth as a type thereof: Therefore ihall 
^tfong of Mofes he fimg; though not of Mofes only, but of 
the Lamb^ as importing fomething more glorious, and fome 
greater brightnefs put on this, which is the moft iUuftrious 
ft£i of divine judgment, referved to the laft times, and upon 
the greateft adiverfiwry that ever Jcfue Cbrift hs^d upon tKe 
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earth. It is true, the churches help lies now hid, and in am* 
bufll, Zech. i- 8. / faw by nighty and behold a man on a red 
harfe; and where was this? it was amongfi the myrtle trees 
that nvere in the bottom, which lay not in the world's view; 
but then was the earth^/wi^yK// and at reft, as we fee vcrfc 
i X . whilft the Mediator hath his forces prepared, and is or- 
d^ng and a£iing forth inftruments for his people's delivery j 
but at laft will make it known, that when he comes it is not 
tx>0'late with help. 

9. That time muft afluredly come, when a remarkable ftir- 
ring up, and raifing of fpirits (hall be, to build the houfe of 
the Lord, jhidbe fubfervient to his defign of judgment againft 
Antichrtft; thou^ fuch in which nothing of inftruments 
ihall obfcure the brightnefs of his appearance, but bear a con- 
vincing witnefs thereto. It is clear, there hath been no 
great piece of. fervice for the church, but fome remarkible 
raiilng of inftruments hath been previous thereto, fee Ezra 
i. 5. Hag. i. 14. And for what is to come, is not the word 
moft exprefs. Rev. xiv. 5. That fuch under the Mediator's 
condtt£h are making ready, who are chofen and faithfui; yea 
which muft take place, th^t fome of the kings of the earthj^ 
even fuch whofe forefathers had given their power to uphold 
the Romijb throne, fhall fo effe£iually concur to execute that 
judgment written againft that adverfary. 

JO. Though we are to believe, that many (hall be refcued 
by grace from that Romi/h darknefs; yet is there undoubted 
^^ertainty for this, for which the word is gone out of the 
mouth of the Lord, that he will never have peace with that 
party and kingdom ^ and no poffible treaty or reconcilement 
can be therewith, until the blood of the faints which they 
have flied be avenged 5 for with this adverfary hath the Me- 
diator declared war from generation to generation; who with 
the great Anathema is accurfed to the fecond coming of the 
Lord; yea is judicially fecluded from repentance, Rev. xvi. 
9. And they blafphemed him Hjoho had power over thefe plagues , 
- ^nd repented not. 

fhis alfo is clear, whatever prcfcnt appearances noi^ 
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iaitb^JLf9^^al|<roU a^yl?.5^•tSe;frepfOach^^ his dsmchhcfav^^ 
dl tbe 41^99;!%: r^il4 <:4ufe.hfi>.;rifmg'aDdrbiaghtnefs anfwejr 
the^/u^rt^fiftr^e^fure. of >lwr/fbftfe^ be 

wJivi^Jij^Jx^nghf^ .^bis daiy ja manieHou%Aow;ib tea bciefF^e*- 
tuaft^^ jt^Q pr,g^4fp wM m>be3wiy;foritf«lf/ih«dughiaUthefc 

.StvTj. ji^r^5fhft$ip^<?vUaT:;^.Might Ghriftiian%imake of fuclt 
^p[^hj€f^ti^nA^)^% cmt^tphfyXhe ^xpewepce^of .d*? vexifi- 

^8^\^\fi AV^vA^ &^(d4hrfitHilhaffa^ks'tber€ofi.74rhs:^ frtei a piao* 
tic^;iP5|^aijAf*lJiC€i,^rth jljue^ jtcuths which odaisrs impugn^ 
thiey. cmijwiih> Ae^furth^ft/p^fuafion of heautjiuu^thcir feal 
tO/ th^,fa^[??k/$^:),^ii^^fetye fe»i«rgwimciit from jwitWia^i which all* 
the.wqrtd icannpt ai^fwar-vjUow.. many fcxrfFiat* affirrance of 
falv^^tiop, tfije,.iawia4rd.witii©ftiiaf the Spirit, ',y)eavMt'th« doc- 
trine of imputed righteoufnefs, who never kneut the £utc and 
fenfibje effpfts theiF^of qjt theii foul; but there. ifhe judtml 
rife and pedigree, of error. m^y. be fecn, 2. TheC iii i.O| Be*.. 

' cmij'c thfy^ received npt thc,hve <^. the iruiif^ iMr- It. is nol 
ftrange, to fee .what liberty fome of this ge»eiatioR. take to 
fport their wit and inveaeicwo about the Scripture, who know 
not thefe near approaches of God^thexc, in the verification of 
his word; nor how clear ajid conviiucing a witncfs there is . 
from the expierience of Cbriftians^ in fo much, tliat if i^oft 
within the church fhould deny the truth of a divine efficaci- 
ous concurrence with the, word, beyond what is objeftive 
and moral; thofe could not but put their feal thereto, yea 
how nature's light can be no tcft and meafure of fupernatu- 
ral revelation; from what they certainly know, and have 

^proved of the certainty of thefe truths, which are above all 
reafon to comprehend, though not ccmtrary thereto. Thus 
they know how little their own ailivity and beftirring them- 
felves could do, without a fupernatural intiaence; and that, 
to wiJl as well as to do muft be given them, for which they 
are not fuflicient of themii;lves. And what a fad miftake is 
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it of time Ubettf^ to have thfedfe itt-' ^ equal' kiffiflteffchc^ to 
good and evil; can thatbeafty^bfcgtm'partbP^life^Jj^fea IP 
berty which is in heaven, ot'isfthat' th^ liberty 'WHfdh isp ^t^ 
taincd by a Chriftian's fuTthe*' growth in fawiSlffi^kibi^, th^t 
brings herewith a further .diftanee and • abhdh^ry^bf fiW;^ 
yet none will deny this is a nwre near apprdairfi^td^^dtHate^' 
of the faints above, where alone ttue and perfe^flt lilierty* Isi ^ 
Thus from fure experience alfo, Chriftians can witriefs a-' 
gainil thefe who deny a Handing miniftry, and revile fo di- 
vine an ordinance, (which is one of the mod peculiar engines^ 
of the devil, he makes ufe of againft the truth,) 'that they 
know Chrift*s fpeaking in them, and working by thefn with* 
a moft difcernible authority and pOwer in the feriatfs^ follow*' ' 
ing their mailer's work; yea how by the doftriile of the 
church, which meets with fo- much contradiftion every' 
where; they can affuredly fary they receit^d the^ ^Spirit , and 
know it to be the Spirit of holinefs, which does in all cor- 
refpond with the written word. ' 

Se^. 7. This fpecial improvement may be obvious, which 
the prefent ftibjeft, were it rightly confidered, leads necef- 
farily into, to have our fpirits thus fixed in a more futi ajfurance 
of the doEhrirte and principles of the reformed churchy as they 
ftand in oppofition to Popery; upon thefe grounds. 

I. That it is fo evident, what moft efFeftually tends to 
clear up the truth and divmity of- the Scripture; does inevit- 
ably ftrike at the root and foundaltion of that intereft ; fmce 
this cannot be in the dark except we quit the ufe of rcafon, 
That the greateft controrerfy. betwixt us and the Romrjb 
church, where the true ftate of the queftion lies, is here, if 
the Scripture contained in the OW and New Teftament be of 
divine authority, or whether it and the Romijb Bible, which 
is tradition, and the infallible dictates of their church, be the 
rule and foundation of faith? according to which decifion it 
is moft clear, their caufe ftands or fallsf; which is in efFedt 
upon the greateft head of Atheifm, for if the Scripture be 
not the fufficient and fure bafts of the Chriftian faith, all may 
fee it can have none, whatever is alledged, but what is from. 
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reafon demonftrable to be a sotoricms^falfehoody and the 
Chriflian caufe lofti I know this may feem too great a chal- 
lenge, whilft they do not profeffedly difown that divine re- 
cord; but what a mock homage is here? And is it not thua 
worfe ufcd, with a more infuiFerable indignity put thereon, 
than the moft ayowed Atheifts could do; to put out its eyes 
as the Phiiyiines did Sampfin^Si and then, bring it forth to 
make fport before the world, which is indeed their greateft 
enemy, and plague; though they are not aware, that it will 
undo their mirth, and at laft pull down the houfe abore them. 
Can the truth of this be denied? Yea, how with the highefl: 
contempt and derifion they deal with the Scripture; as fuch 
who wduld take a fovereign judge, whofe authority ufed to 
be venerable to all, and put a fervant upon the bench above 
him; whilft he muft not only fit in a lower place, but have 
it declared to the world, that none regard what he fays, fince 
to them he can fpeak no intelligible fenfe^ nor hadi any de- 
cifive power, or authority more than the meaneft of the peo- 
ple, but what is from them alone : now, is not this to declare 
him no judge, but a dead image fet up for fport, with much 
more indignity than to thruft him out of doors. I confefs 
they have taken a fure way to end all difputes, nor needs 
any more contending about particular truths of the word, or 
to cite its authority; when thefe are their known and pro- 
fefled principles, i . That the church of Rome can make 
that Scripture, and to be authoritatively binding to their con- 
fcience, which was never writ in the Old and New Tejlanunt? 
fo as they have fuch a large ground to go upon, that nothing 
poflible can put them to a ftrait. 2* That the Scripture it- 
felf hath no decifive voice, until theirs precede; nor any au- 
thority, but what is precarious, and dependent on them. 3. 
That to go in unto this blefled record, and feek the counfel 
of God there, is but to confult a mafs of dead unfenfed cha- 
rafters; that can have no intelligible found, nor articulate 
voice, until the Romifh clergy caufe it fpeak, and put a fcnfe 
thereon: And thus is the letter of the Scripture undeniably 
pafled from, and no other Bible but their fenfe and meaning. 
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$f. Tlrat thevcaftjie fonadtogr the Cbiift4lW ^ff^,m^n^ f^^ 
^^mfc^ dtr Lordf ; fluti 'IjNWidoi AeiiJjclwf^lfW,, and die 

pendcnce^n trhetch^reh ere^.|h^j«4nbe *rtkiI<?f}^oHi?ij4;^ 

impeack«hc»<gwateft writw:i>ffC%)6rf^ ^^rfcpjj^^^xprcfelj 

Aeir ^Btrtwfc teldonev 'and ire g*t<jut rf-d} fp^fete rj?)ach^ of 

jSi^/f i G^mf (dumg 'to prore thwo" i?^<$^ . but ^\i^ ^i» rawft 
have frtMH d8^ fo a« ibe g'^at w®ir]| dfljhe ri^9i)n^4^cburche4 
dus dayn»^toi«ppe»r ibr the tmdb^of <;^k|iHliai|i^^.and that 
fudi an fliutlienrio^ and faicred infin^ttf^nt^dF trvlh^ ocrtainl]^ 
is, wher€0iirfi&(i$ti0uitded. 

2. Xhl8>jt/9ari7^^ is for being more thoroughly fixed in the 
trutk^atnArPopery^ from thefc clear difcoveries of the Scrip- 
ture's licccnDt^ilbnient^ and what near converfe is to be had 
therewith by^eac^rience; That thus it is fure, the Scripture 
can be known with the greateft certainty of evidence to be 
the wotd of God, without all dependence on the cburch : 
Which makes void one of their greateft fundamentals, that 
none can be aflSred thereof, but by the church's teftimony. 
It cannot be denied, that the whole frame and ftriifture of 
the Romifli church; with \^hat appearance It hath this day, 
is a fingular help to confirm the truth, where all may fee 
thefe prophecies that concern the Antichrift, under the New 
*TeJlament fo vifibly fulfilled : But I hope that gives no ground 
for a neceflity on us to take the truth of the Scripture im- 
plicitely off their hand; and I am fure there ^s none elfe. 

3. This advantage there h front the prefent fubjed, for 
beyig more folidly fixed in the truth againft Popery, That 
we can thus know, and keep fight of the ftatc of the reform- 
ed church, and the whole fej-ies of providence about her in 
the moft remarkable changes flie hath been under; both dur- 

Vox.. II. U 
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ing Antichriff^s, and fince flie began her rife: where it is 
' fo evident, how exafbly all anfwers to the word, and that 
her Cafe hath not been more low, afflidied, and btent, than is 
there held forth ^ and how certainly the Ijord hath pexform- 
ed his truth> m what length hitherto his work about her hath 
come. 

4. Is it not thos, by the clear evidence of the Scripture's 
accomplifhment, and a ferious converfe therewith, we may 
fee the certainty of Antichriftianifm in the world (which as 
an event of the word behoved to take place under the New 
Te/lament) how convincingly it is verified in the dodrine of 
the Romifti church j fuch as all who are in earneft fo far as 
to compare this with the written word, may know how not 
only difierent from the truth of Chriftianity revealed there 
it is, but moft vifibly d^ru6kive thereto; as this day hath 
been fully cleared before the world by the labours of fuch, 
who fince the breaking up of the light, were helped of the 
Lord to contend againft their adverfary. 



JtND OF THE SECOND PART. 
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SCRIPTURE TRUTH 

CONFIRMED iSf CLEARED, 
JBr SOME GREAT APPEARANCES OF GOD FOR HIS CHUJiCB 

VNOEK THE 

NEW TESTAMENT, 

HELD forth: 
WITH SOME SPECIAL REMARKS THEREON. 

TitOM HER FIRST RISE AND PLANTING AMONG TBS NATIONS, AND TEAT 

BLEH8IO RECOVERY OF LATE FROM AnTICHRISTLAN 

DARKNE8S| EVEN TO THE8£ TIMES. 

Bt ROBERT FLEMING, 

LATE MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL AT CAMBVSLANO. 

According to this time it (hall be faid of Jacob, and of Ifrael, What hath 

Ood wrought^ Numb, xxiii. 23. 
That his name is near, his wondrous works declare. PfaL Ixzv. I. 
Creat and marvellous are thy works, Lord Go4 Almighty; ' juft and true 

are thy ways, thou King of Samts. Rev. xv. 3. 
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Printep bt STEPHEN YOUNG, 
prince's street. . 



180U ^ •. 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Tq THE CHRISTIAN READER. 



Reader, • . , 

THEY ate m^H, and at a blefled advantage in fuch trying 
and winnowitag times we are fallen in, whofe great ftudy 
IS to make peace with God', and tmderftand thpir way where 
It Kes, ' and upon what fecutity they adventure, when dark 
cfouds^^re fo remarkably cafting up, and allfenfible grounds 
almoft fhakfen, fo as the life of faith feems now in anothet 
manner the Chriftian's trial, how'tobe at reft and fully quiet 
upon the truth and faithfulnefs of God, I mufl: fay than in 
any former days, that we, or our fathers havo known, fince 
the begun rife, and recovery of the'cihurch from Antichrifti- 
anifm; and ftiould not this lie near, as the great^lV intereft 
men can have to be taken up with, that their anchor is fure> 
and caft "within the vail^ and to know whom they have believ- 
ed, when the jealoufy of a highly provoked God is now ready 
to burft forth, and great wrath feems to be on this generati- 
on; when a ftrong and hot battle may be looked for to be yet 
before the reformed churches, and very near; yea fuch 
times, when there may be no peace to him that goes out and 
comes in : But to thefe, thefe only, whofe peace is above all 
fuch ftorms, as knowing the rock they found on is God, that 
the great things of the everlafting g^fpel are afluredly true, 
and the teftimony of .the word, whereon he hath canfed them 
to hope to be fuch, as can make it fweet and eafy to roll the 
whole of their intereft thereon, not only for what doth con- 
cern them within tiriie, but an eternity of glory to come, 
with fome refpeft to this, and 1 may fay, under fome weight 
of this ftibjeBy is this fmall treatife offered to your ferious 
perufal, bein^ a brief touch of thefe great and marvellous 
things y 'which the Lord %ath done for his church under the New 
Tejianient; O that with a bleffing frona him therewith, ft 
might be a word in feafon to any, and a helper to their joy, 
?ind ftrengthcmng in the truth. 
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It is clear, that the works of the Lord and thefe marvel- 
lous things he diA in the fight of our father^ for confirming 
the truth, w a weighty talent and truft, we (land this day 
accountable for, i . For being more ilrengthened in his way, 
fince it is there, hh name is near. 2. To obferve, and make 
a diligent parch thjercinetot^^ the^ are^ g^^eit^ ana fought cut 
of all tb§t take pleafure therHn^ Pfal. cxi. 2i -Y^a whilft 'tkre 
are under fo preffing a call thus to jcome, and fee the Lord'^ 
being God; whofe w^rk is honour ablf andgloriousyandhis 
righteoufnefs endurethfcr ever^ vfer, 3* 3^ To ke^p up the.TC-r 
. friembrance thereof, that one generation pfay praife his ivprhs tQ 
another i and not lof? fight of the gteat wonders •ofrfoffHCif a- 
ges, and thofe events of providence {iboiut the church, fo fa^ 
mous, public,- and of fuei unanfVerable evidence though 
nowrOany generations paft, as even to this day might be, as 
if they were prefent in pur fight, and :a continued wonder be* 
fore us. Yea I muft fey, it feems to be a peculiar guilt, 
and contrpverfy, which the hbly God. hath with the prefent 
generation, when there is no fuitable regarding his works, 
nor calling to mind his power and judgments of old, but fa 
vifible a tempting of him upon every new ftep of our trial. 
4. And (hould not this caufe a further weight and impreffi- 
on of fuch a duty on us, that we may give unto the Lord the 
glory of his ivorksy and wonders done in times paft, and for 
putting to our feal to that glorious adminiftration of provi- 
dence under the Mediator's hand, about his church under 
the gofpel, who alone was found worthy to loofe thzt fealed 
hook^ and hath done all things well; that, his work is perfeft, 
and in a great part now brought forth in the event before 
our eyes; with fuch marvellous things, which in their ap- 
pointed timfe and feafon have been made known, as fhould 
never have entered into men's thoughts, if they had not been 
foretold in the. Scripture; fo as a greater truft now falleth 
under our hand, than to thofe who lived in former ages. O 
howXweet (hould a ferious aim at this be, for each in their 
feveral capacities to be thus concerned, how to advance the 
repute and credit of the truth of Chrift; and make knownt^ 
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tlie fcms of men his mighty a9s and the glorious niojefly of hij 
kingdom under the Nett/ Tejlament. 

Though the church's ftatc and condition, fince that blef- 
fed reftoration after the fall hath been ftiU militant upon the. 
earth, yet we may fee the cro/s with fame further meafure of 
iharp and fearching trials have a more peculiar refpefi to 
the difpen&tion of the gofpel, and remarkably fuited thereto^ 
to go through much tribulationj than it was to thofe times 
under the law; yea, thus fome aftoniftiing, and more conti* 
nued afiauks, than was known to the ancient church, as con- 
fentaneous to a greater manifeftation of grace, and higher 
degree of light. But her^ alfo how fweet and confirming a 
profpeft may we have of the way of the Lord, which thia 
prefent eflay does point at, I hope with fome clearnefs. i . 
That neither Grefece nor Rome whofc conquefts were pnce 
Spread through mo^ of the nations^ did ever know fuch tri- 
umphs as thfe truth and doftrine of Chrift hath had in thofe 
times of the greateft fufFerings and perfecution, .both over 
the Pagan and Antichriftian world, over the thrones of king- 
doms, as well as the meaneft cottages; .yea, bow this hath 
made the earth to tremble, and the nations fhake in their day. 
2. What rare examples of holinefs, and of the'marvellous 
.power of the truth (yea, thefc not a few, but innumerable) 
we thus have in our fight, who did both burn and fliine (tho* 
with borrowed light from their blefled head) and with fo 
bright a luftre in the darkeft night of the church's fufFerings, 
as all might fee the Spirit (f God and of glory didrejl upon them; 
yjca, thus may have a more convincing view of the glory of 
the church militant, if- they wotild but come near, and con- 
fider this ftrange fight, what hath been her ftate under the 
gpfpelj the hujh burning and not confumed; and what was faid 
of Jofeph in the type, how his bow did abide in Jirength^ a mid ft 
fuch amazing and renewed conflifts. 3. That the recovery 
of Chriftianity from Antichriftian darknefs is fuch, as hath 
no lefs demonftrative evidence of the immediate power of 
God, and his outftretched arm, yea, moft aftonilhing figns 
. and witnefs of an extraordinary providence therewith, than 
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the fit ft fpreading thereo£-amoftgft the natioons. ^ ' Andthou^ 
it IS not no.w a time of miracles in that matiner, ^s in thte 
days of the apoftles, yet hath thefe been times of the great 
Wonders of the gofpel, a^cin many inftances uaj be coavJn- 
cingly evident if men do not Smt their eyes diereat. " 

For what paffages are here infert, I maywith confidence 
fay, there hath been foiae fereious enquiry made, and abeing 
not eaffly fatisfied anenttlle certainty thereof, from the grav- 
eft both of ancient and moAern hifiKunes^ and to have fuch ievi*- / 

. denccs of thei^ truth as might be to die furtheft convincing, 
to one w'ho was tinder fotne preffiare on hrs own fpirit for a 
clear quieting perfua'fioii hereof, no lefs than to fatisfy others. 
O what it is to fee perfuaded of the reality of the gofpel^ to 
fcnow and be f«re, that when this earthly tabernacle Jhdll be 
iitffblvedj we have a huUding in heaven etermdy that is not made 
with hands^ fince to fee a Chriftian in ean^eft, and have an 
■«im to follow the Lord fully now in fuch remarkable dark 
;ir>d fearching times? does indifpenfibly call for fome higher 
degrees of a&jrance and eftabliihment, than feems by moft 
%Q be underftood; k is not eafy fometimes for the moft efta- 
blirhed to be kept from fainting in the way to their country, 
Cuch maybe the preflure of affliftion, and multiplied tempta- 
tions, and fo dark an hour on their foul, to bring in queftton, 
what with great affiirance they once knew, and with humble 
confidence could bring in before the Lord, as his own feal; 

'yea, a few days may come in the church's way, more re- 
aiiarkable for trial, than almoft an age before. It is fure the 
furtheft length in being confitmed in the u-ay of the Lord, 
was ne^'^^ more preffingly called fcDr; yet how rare a fight 
feems this to be in the days we live .in. ' Some things may 
feem ftrange, whicli I have been put to think on with afto- 
nltliment. i. That the mea fure of light, and thefe confir- 
mations of the Mirth given in to this generation, doth fo far 
exceed the meaftire of former times, yet feems it to be the pe- 
culiar aiTault fuited to this age, wherein the power of darknefs 
does moft appear, that .prodigy of Atheijin ; yea, how far many - 

- have ioft all Derfua-fion of llic truth, and make it their work 
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to refolve tiheir faith in an uncertainty of any principks; 2. 
That judicial tendency the light and knowledge of moft now 
feem to have, for a further deadening of their confcierice, and 
where its true and. native fruit fhould be to: humble and a- 
bafe, how rare this is, but to the contrary dflfeft,to fwell and 
puff up, and what an ordinary way of jconverfe have moft 
leaned, with the greateft truths of the Scripture, as if th^re 

. were no more but to make thefe a fport of wit and invention,. 
in their debatings thereanerit, which could' .not be poffibly 
confident with an awful regard, and perfualion of its being 
the word of the living God, or their fouls being uiider the 
the power arid authority thereof; yea, none more found be- 
yond the reach of convi£l:ion, and the awe of light further 
off their confcience, than many who haVe been once enlighten-*. 
ed. 3. How men IhoUld live at fuch diftance with thefe, 
great things that are fo ihortly to come to pafs, as an eternal 

Jiate^ani refurreBton of the dead^ which Could not but enforce 
fome converfe therewitli in another manner, to have them 
more prefent and as ftill indur fight, if they were truely be- 
lieved. Oh! if Chriftians were fuch a length in their being 
confirmed in the truths which they are called to feek after> 
the greateft ftrait and trial even in times of heavinefe other- 
wife, than >vould be to bear their joy and comfort, which 
that marvellous change they {hall ere long know and enjoy 
of an eternal glory could not but caufe. 4. And can ferious 
godlinefs be conceivable in its exerdife^, without deep and fo-: 
lid.impreffions of the certainty of divine truth, when this fo 
neceffarily conjoined with a being kept in the love of God^ 
and under a bleffed coriftradnt thereof 5 thus a refignation of 
their whole interefts to him, . is made fweet and eafy, fo as 
to know they can never rfiake ib much of any worldly enjoy- 
ment, as hf an offering up, arid refigning it to his blefled 
call. Yea, is thus made Comforting to en4ure, dnd though 
hope deferred tnay make the heart fick^ yet are they then kept 
unQiaken with fuch a. quieting aflurance of the truth,, that 
though it plieafeth us beil, when the returns of prayer make 
hafte; yet fincQ th<y know it gives more glory to God, when he 
Vol.- II. X 
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delays moft, to have a fweet complacency therewith: If yoFi 
trial had been fooner at a clofe, it might have been more his 
perfonal eafe, but not more for the Lords honour-, no mer- 
cy hath ever been n:)ore endeared, than what hath broke out of 
the midft of the thickeft cloud, or more full and fweet, than 
what hath come after much patience and continued wreftlings. 
I mud further add, as to feme peculiar improvement of 
thefe paflages here recorded, how a ferious reader may find 
thefe truths both confirming and fweet, which convincingly 
are prefented before him. i. That the mod rare experiences 
of the faints^ ahd their iharpeft trials have fo*ufually met, 
and thefe the fwceteft difpenfations, whkh would have been 
moft crofs to their own choice; yea, have feemed moft judg- 
ment-like to ordinary obfervers.- 2. That it is fure there are 
difcoveriesof the truth known to the faints in times of fufier- 
itig, which are inconceivable to any at a diftance. O how 
the world would wonder, if they underftood what thefe knew, 
and have been then admitted to enjoy. 3.- How the conti- 
nuance and prefervation of the church in all the times of the 
gofpel is fuch, as is peculiar to her alone, and can be faid of 
no intereft or party elfe*, which hath borne out fuch great re- 
volutions, as have moft changed the face of the world 5 and 
thefe almoft univerfal deluges of Paganlfmy Arianifm^ and 
Antichrijliamfnti which like an inundation did for a time go 
over her head. 4. Tho' the difpenfations of the Lord have 
a wonderful deepnefs,. and but a little thereof can be reached, 
whilft fin and mortality ftand in the way, yet we may fee here, 
ho"^ patience can make an out-gate brc;ak up before* a deliver- 
ance, and tribulation for the gofpel to be one of the faints pri- 
vileges, which hath a peculiar rent and intereft lying to it; 
that fuch have griefs and comforts the world is a ftranger to; 
yea, how that meafure of trial, grief or pain did meet non^ 
of his people in his way, which the Spirit of the Lord hath 
not made eafy to endure, and to be comforted therein. 5^ 
How fuch hath been the cafe and preffure oft of the faiius un- 
der their fufFerings, as may demonftratively witnefs, it muft 
be fome ftrong confolatbnj and no ftiadow that could thus 
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fupport them, under the fame, when no viHUe caufc was for 
it. 6. That when the Lord calls his own quickly away, 
there is fome difcerniWe growth then ufually previous there- 
to, and a reaping of an early harveft may be feen. 7. That 
it is not by might and power but an immediate out-pouring 
of the Spirit, whiich can in a few years bring more forward, 
than many ages could undo; as in that bleffed recovcty-of 
the church from popery nlight be convincing to alU 8. And 
have we not here a demonftratiye witnefs of the reality of 
that ft^te above, whither fuch a bleffed company are entered, 
and knows now what it is to be there, when the fore-thoughts 
thereof, and thefe fenfible glaces they got of that la^ whi- 
ther they were going, was fuch, as fwallowed up thefe im- 
preffions, that their imbittering pain and torments could not 
but have left on tbemj O what they now enjoy, and what 
change is a Chriftian to undergo when death comes, as it 
fhould not be ftrange though thefe long to be gone to that in- 
conceivable, fweet and delightful paradife, which is above, 
yrho ever knew in themfelves the truth thereof fealed by the 
earned of the Spirit* 9. It is thus we fee, how the Lord 
hath made good his word to the church, in a moft ftrange 
and wonderful way; fo as nothing hitherto hath failed of 
the prophecies of the New Teftament, but may be now 
read in the event; yea, thefe things brought forth in their ap- 
pointed time and proper circumftances, as they were exprefs- 
ly foretold; when no influence of fecond caufes in the re^ 
moteft tendency thereto, could poffibly be difcemed; fuch as 
the greateft Atheifts may fee, hath npt come to pafs at an ad- 
venture, or in an ordinary way of providence. 

I judged it duty (and hope it may not be found unfeafon- 
able) to give fome brief touch alfo at the prefent ftate of the 
church of Chrift in Scotland; ^nd to bear witnefs to fo great 
and weighty an intereft on which the fufferings of his people 
there are remarkably ftated at this day; having jjeen furprif* 
ed to have found how little this was underftood by many, 
who want not otherwife a ferious refpefl: to the truth, and 
defire to be concerned in the church's cafe thejre. 
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Though extraordinary and immediate revelations muft not 
noyir be looked after, but the Lord's fixed and eftabliflied way 
under the times of the gofpel, to cpmmunicate light and give 
anfwers to his people, is by thefe living pracles of the Scrip- 
ture, and that it is fare the truth and authority of God there,. 
is the alone formal objed of his people's^ faith; yet it cannot 
be denied, nor be ftrange, that he hath been pleafed to reveal 
unto fome of his fervants, even in thefe late times in a more 
extiaordinary way, things that were to come; efpecially in a 
fufFering condition, and when fome fpecial fervice and necef- 
fity of the church did the more call for it. If an angel from 
heaven, much more men, fhould bring any light or difcovery 
of things contrary to the Scripture, or offer to add any thing 
to that perfe£l rule-, they were to be accurfed. But what in 
fome Angular paflages here infert, as I have elfewhere upon 
fuch account endeavoured to clear; we may fee hoV thefe 
great feiVants of Chrift were led in no other path than that 
of the written word, though they had fome more extraordi- 
nary and immediate imbreathihgs of God's mind, as to the 
application thereof in particular cafes, and with refpeQ: to that 
part of the church where they lived, which alfo with greateft 
caution, and much humble fobriety they did own. Nor is it 
ftrange, that fuch confirmations from the Lord given in, to 
fome of his fervants are fo rare now, whilft the ancient holi- 
nefs of thefe days is fo little. known, and what it is to believe, 
and follow the Lord fully, with clofe keeping by light, which 
thefe made their continued ftudy. 

iTiave ain[ied as far as the expreffing the matter with fome 
plainnefs could poffibly admit, to prevent unneceflary multi- 
plying of words, or encroach on your time that way, and I 
hope, the fubjeft being fo grave and weighty may oblige the 
reader to fome ferious entertaining thereof. It is a great 
thing to difcern the work of God aright, and what a marvel- 
lous feal is in every age given to the truth, to fee howv all 
thefe lines of providence, and moft aftoniihing revolutions 
which have gone over the church, do fo convincingly lead in- 
to the Scripture, and to the Chrifjtian's further eftabliihment, 
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S C R I P T UR K 

CHAP. I. 

yn^ GREAT APPEARANCES OF GOD FOR HIS CHURCH, UNDEft 
THE N15W TESTAMENT. . 



Section i. 



IT IS undeniable, that we muft either ceafe to exercife rea-f 
fqn or confefs the greateft intereft men have to be moft 
taken up with here, the greateft event that ever was brought 
forth within time, is what is delivered to us in the gofpel, in 
that wonderful hiftory by the four evangelifts of the incarna- 
tion, death, and refurre£tion of Jefus Chrift : That fuch a 
time affuredly was, and now many ages fince paft, when the 
glorious Redeemer of the church, the fecond .perfon of the 
Godhead, came down from heaven, and was revealed to the 
world in our nature, about which the Old Teftametit znA pro- 
phecies thereof, had until then been travailing ftill as in birth; 
yea, with moft clear and undeniable evidence did anfwcr that 
feafon, which was exprefsly pointed at by the Scripture, and 
in that time when the ancient church was with greateft 
longing and advertance looking for his appearance, which 
they knew coi^ld not be but very near. 

SeB. 2. But fuch is this great fubjeft of the gofpel, and of 
Aat import, as nothing feems to briog it more ini quefticn, 
^han that the Chriftian world is not in another manner thi^ 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



1 66 THE FULFILLING 

t!ay aftefled therewith, or can own a profeffed aflcnt, with- 
out more fcrious returning on themfelves in fuch an enquiry, 
if they can truely credit their own eyes herewith, year, how 
Chriflian§ indeed fhould be perfuaded of its truth and cer- 
tainty, and yet find it fo eafy to bear that joy, which this 
fhould caufe within their foul, fo as to awake in tLe morning, 
and He down at night, without bekig- in a more fr* quent 
tranfport of wondering, to hnoiv what great things thus they 
ere called to hnow^ and converfe ivith^ when rhefe thoughts arc 
brought near to us. i . What man's eftate fliould be here 
upon the earth, if it were divided from the hope oi the gofpelf 
and the neceffity thus of a Mediator, on whom the fin of the 
eleft church might be by imputation transferred-, fince out 
ci Jefus Chrift, God is not to be found, but as a confuming 
fire. 2. That it is fure, God hath been manifefled in the 
flefh, and the Redeemer of the church is no more to come, 
but hath come already. 3. To know hA)w gre t that c'^A' 
was, to which the greateft defign, that ever the. glorious- God 
brought to light, in fending his own Son into the world, 
could anfwer; which, next to his own decLiratlve glory, was 
to reftore this rare work and frame of man, by a new crea- 
tion; to condemn fin, that he might fave finners; to repair 
thofe ruins and breaches fin Had made, for which angels nor 
men could never have known a cure. 4. That thus our na- 
ture fhould be fo highly advanced and exalted, as in the incar- 
nation of Chrift, to be affiimed into that near conjunction 
and union with the divine nature. 5. That it was not ac- 
quittance and abfolution only, from eternal wrath, that is 
brought to light, and infured by the gofpelj but fuch a real 
change alfo, as hath therewith a being made meet, by a new 
and fpiritual nature formed within, for that blc^Ted ilatc 
which is above. That it is fo very fliort and uncertain a 
time, until thefc eyes of ours be (hut on this lower world, and 
all things that are here, and wheji this earth muft ceafc for ever 
to be the place of our abode, and we to return to it no more. 7. 
For fuch, to know, and bring near their thoughts, over whom 
piany fad days and hours have gone, that no lefs than a hear 
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ven and an eternal glory is before them j yeai fuch a marvel- 
lous, and unfpcakably aftonifhing change fliall once be in 
their ftate, from what they now are, fo as to be equal to the 
angels of God, to fliinc forth as the fun in their Father'.st 
kingdom; when they fhall draw in no other air, than the 
breathings of that higher paradife, and there, in that bleifed 
land, be eyerlaftingly rayiflied with the fulnefs of joy, and 
thofe pleafures for ever more, which are in his prefence j yea» 
that thus the mod poor, and defpicable amongft men, hath 
a prize fet in his view to contend for, inconceivably greater 
than all the crowns and kingdoms of the earth. What 
thoughts are thefc that could not, but follow on the believed 
truth and certainty qi the gofpel? and, who would not thua 
endure and watch, who knew fuch a change fhall quickly be, 
of being entered into that ftate of glory ? I fuppofe, that fuch 
a propofal as this were made to any, to endure the foreft out- 
ward pain, or lie in a dark prifon in an afflicted and deftitute 
ftate, to conflift with much outward tribulatbn, for fome 
twenty, or thirty, or forty years, and nfter^ to have infured 
his being made king over the moft flourifhing kingdom^ 
which is this day in the earth, and enjoy the fame for many ' 
ages without the leaft change; who would debate fuch a 
choice ? Yet here is no poffible fhadow or refemblance to • 
that blefled hope, which the meaneft Chriftian hath fet before . 
him. 8. Such alfo is the import of the truth of the gofpel, 
as not only infures that ftate of glory above, but an eternity: 
therewith. La/lJy, That it was infinite love and diftinguiftiing^ 
grace hath caufed fuch a difference betwixf thofe, who fliail 
once dwell there, and that innumerable multitude adjudged 1 
to everlafting torment. 

SeSf. 3^. Though fuch is the concernment of the gof < 
pel of Chrift, as is no lefs than' our beitig bleffed here 
and for ever, yet we cannot but fee it is no greater than that 
fecurity and fulnefs of evidence ^ wherewith this day it is con- 
veyed and made known, when it is fo clear, i . That this 
could never have poffibly entered into the thoughts of men, 
or bsen-devifed, but paiTeth all natural underftanding tp know 
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or comprehend In the leaft, if it had not been revealed to trs 
in the Scripture, nor could human knowledge have ever fore- 
feen upon any principles of reafon it<; taking place. 2. Was 
a truth, which then took men's minds moil up, as b«ing the 
greateft tranfaftion, which ever was on the earth, yea thus 
not only to look on at adiftance, as moft do on the ilrange 
cmergents of the time, but that which lay near, as their own 
perfon^l intereft, wherein their ftate and being for all eterni- 
ty, they knew was concerned. 3. -A truth, which is by 
length of time ftill more confirmed, with a vifible atteftation 
of its power and marvellous efFefls; now through thefe fix- 
teen centuries, conveyed to us; as the gr^eft . Atheifts 
know npt, though at this diftance of time,^ how to contradidl 
the certainty thereof, but by {hutting their eyes; yea vifibly 
enforced oft to bewray fome tremblings of heart within, to 
dare a difbwning of that, which yet is their greateft torment. 
4 A truth, which iri all ages required no ireception in the 
world, but on men's exadieft fearch . and trial thereanent, 
with a public appeal, not to their light and judgment only, 
but experience. 5. A truth, whofe known adverfaries are 
fuch alone, as never knew it upon trial; and thofe in all ages 
moft firm witnefles thereto, whofe acquaintance hath been 
on the neareft approach, and hath had moft familiar converfe 
therewith, yea, fuch, who with greateft joy hath fealed the 
truth of the gofpel with their blood, becaufe they knew it af- 
furedly to be true; which is a weighty and ftrengthening re- , 
mark, how the moft experienced Chriftians, who have the 
neareft fellowftiip with the gofpel, are thofe, and thbfe a- 
lone,. who have the greateft affurances thereof^ 64 A truth/ 
whofe record is not more clear and legible in the Teftimony 
of both Old and New Tejfament^ than it is upon the hearts, 
and lives of innumerable witnefles thereto, fihce the firft 
times of the gofpel, upon whom it hath been turned into a 
praftical hitlory, in the* truth and vitals of a new life, and in 
their being vifibiy changed into the very' fame image. 7. A 
truth, about which all divided parties of the Chriftian world/ 
who were othcrv/ife at greateft diftance among themfclvcsy 
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have been enforced to be one in their confent here ; yea the 
Jew'tjh as well as the Chriftian i/tnrlters, to bear the fame wit- 
nefs^ for the matter of fa£t. 8. Such a truth, as could but 
once take place, and no poffibility of its being re-a£led ever, 
again; to which its exprefs time ^nd bounds was fet by the 
promife of God for many ages before the event, i Pet. i. i o, 
Iiy 12. Of which falvation the prophets have enquired^ and 
fearched diligently^ who prophefted of the grace that fhould come 
unto you ; fearching whaty or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Chrijly which was in them^ did fgfiifyy when it teflified before^ 
hand the fufferings of Chriftj and the glory which fhould follow. 
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themfelvesj hut unto us 
they did minijler the things which are now reported unto you. . 
Which theft could not be in the dark to the Jewifh church, 
that his bleffed coming was at hand, when fuch clear 
grounds were given for a right computation and underftand- 
ing thereof, both from Jacobs prophecy of the fceptre's de- 
parture from Judahy from DaniePs weeks, with thofe great 
revolutions of the monarchies, which had then fo evident an 
accomplifhment in the event, and as high-way marks were 
for this end fet forth in that prophecy; and, whilft they 
knew certainly the extent of thofe weeks could only be 
weeks of years, that furely the laft period thereof was then 
drawing near, about that very time of Chrift's appearance. 
9. A truth not wrapt up. in fome general account, but fuch 
as, both in the prophecies and event, is delivered with mod 
clear and exprefs circumilances, fo equal and congruous to 
themfelves in the whole relation thereof, as nothing can be 
more convincing. 10. Such is this greateft truth of the gof- 
pel, where all may fee one aim and fcope in the whole of that 
hiftory, without intermixing any |hing that hath not fome e- 
vident congruity thereto; yea, though different penmen, and 
thofe at fo great a'diftance of time, yet here are both the Old 
and New Tejlament fo clofely connefted, and meet in one 
bleffed point and centre, that, to divide thefe from Jefus ♦ 
Chrift, the whole work arid frame thereof (hould be diflblv- 
cd. 1 1. A truth, which none of the Gentiles could receive 
Vol. II. Y 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IJ6 TFtE FULFILLINC? 

arid own, but by quitting that religion they were bred, anJ 
educate in, and of ict long a time, tranfmitted from their fa- 
thers; which was futh a religion, as put no reftraint upon 
following theiufts and pleafures of the fl.^fti; yea, thus to a- 
bandon the fame, where no private ihtereft or advantage, no 
vifible, incitement from any other airth, befides the power 
and certainty of the truth itfelf on their foul, could poffibly 
be known to influence fuch a change. 12. A truth, which, 
with no human confidence or affiil^nce, did then confront 
the world in its greateft ftrength, without the lead flattering 
of any, nor did ever lofe ground by the greateft oppofition* 
13. Which was no tranfient gLmce to the world: not for 
fome days or months only, bnt a coniinued time of feveral 
years, did our blefl!ed Redeemer vifibly con^erfe here upon 
the earth; yea, to confirm our faith the mo'-e in his being 
truely mati, did go through all thofe degrees of childhood, 
and infancy; and in that fame ordinary way gtovt up to the 
full ftature of man, to (hew his being made like unto us in 
all things y excepting fm^ and that he did truily partake of jlejb 
and blood luith his children, 14. To confirm the certainty of 
this blefled truth, is it not alfo undeniable, that the Jeivijh 
and Pagan advcrfaries did not for fo many ages conflift and 
wreftle with their own ftiadow, in oppofing the Chriftian 
faith, but what to their torment they found to be in greateft 
earneft: Nor was it a comedy, or perfonated fuffering, which 
the firft publiihers of the gofpel did undergo, but what was 
aflTuredly real; yea, that pain and hardthip they endured in 
their confefl[ing of Jefua Chrift, and owning his truth, was 
no dream or illufion, either to themfelves, or the world; and 
what could have been to make the fhadow and appearance 
of being Chriftians at fuch. a rate defirable, no human under- 
ftanding cart reach. 15. And, is it not clear that Chriftianity 
is the very ornament and perfeftion of our nature, and in 
fome begun degrees, even here, doth reftore us to that right 
and dominion over the flefh, which was once loft, to a* trans- 
forming from the condition of beafts, unto that of men; yea, 
as love to the world doth vifibly aflimilatc the fpirits of men 
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Tinto the fame image, fo as the more near approach to. the 
flefh, the further feparatq from God; and as the foul is de- 
filed, and turns earthly, in the fame meafuirc is it darkened 
and alienate from the life of God. There is nothing more 
clear alfo, than this, how the love of Chrift, which hath its 
alone rife from him, doth, by a blefled conftraint, carry the 
foul with its furtheft confent to him again, to imbofom itfelf 
there, until it be wholly unite with its own element; and 
tliis with as native a tendency, as the fparks fly upward, j 6. 
Can it be in another manner the Jews could expeft their 
Mejftahsy than in that way our blefled Redeemer came, ex- 
cept they bring fome other authority than the Old ^ejlament 
for it, and terminate their defires herein, for having one to 
fill their belly, and pleafe the flefh? Or, can thefe own either 
Scripture or reafon, and not fee how far all earthly gran- 
deur is below that inward beauty of the foul, and lively illu- 
mination thereof, with the knowledge of God, the hope of 
that glory which is to come, and begun viftory ovei; ^he flefli 
and lufts thereof^ except they own a preference of the body 
to the foul, and the pleafures of the beafts, to thefe of angels? 
17. Such is this truth, as could not poflibly, without making 
^ void the faithfulnefs of God, have taken place in another 
time, or in the fucceeding ages, when once the deftruftion of 
Jerufalem^ the ceafing of the daily facrifice, with the fcatter- 
iag of the Jewijb nation, was accompliihed. I (hall but here 
further add, that fuch is the truth of the gofpel, as nothing 
could have been more crofs to human reafon, more obftruc- 
tive of its fuccefs, or have caufed a greater flumbling to the 
dark world, than the delivery and publifliing thereof, with 
thofe circumftances recorded in the hiftory of the death and 
fufferings of Jefus Chrift, with that ignominy which attend- 
ed the fame, his low eftate, and being rejefted of his own 
people ; if there had been poflible accefs for gonfulting with 
flefli and blood, or to walk by rules of human wifdom here- 
in ; yea, any ground elfe to lean on, than the certainty of its 
own truth, and that afl!uredly this fliould be the power and 
wifdom of God, to fuch as were ordained to life. O blefled^ 
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bleifed truth on which fo great an intereft leans, and fo tzt6 
a ftrufture and workmanfhip hath been founded, as the Chrif- 
tian church even to this day! here is enough to anfwer alJ, 
when human comforts do moft fail, and to countervail the 
griefs and forrows of a fad time ! 

Se^^ 4. We fee that time of the coming of the Mejftahs^ 
at fuch a fignal period, and crifis in the condition then of the 
World, as fhould be gravel^r obferved. i. Under Augttjiu/ 
reign when the temple of J arms was fliut, becaufe of an uni- 
verfal peace, that thus with more ferious advertance the 
world might regard fo great a thing, as could not but be afto- 
nifhing, with thofe circumftances that followed thereon, to 
moft of the nations about, which then were not prejudged 
with the noife of tumults or war, from being reached with 
this great difcovery. 2. At fuch a time did this blefTed heal- 
er come, and made firft offer of himfelf to the Jewtjfh nation, 
when its condition* was in that meafure deplorable, as it 
feem^d to be almoft paft cure: and it is clear from the an* 
cient Rahbiesy and their own Talmudy how fuch a reckoning 
they did then make, for a moft fad and dark time when the 
Mcjftahs ftiould firft appear, 3. Such alfo was that blefled 
time of his being revealed to the Gentiles, when nothing 
could have been more repugnant to fuch times, than the doc- 
trine of Chrift and the crofs, without the convey of an ex- 
traordinary divine power, when, after fo great univerfal peace, 
the Roman einpire, with the nations about, were moft re- 
markably drowned in all luxury and voluptuoufnefs, beyond 
the rate of former ages. 4. It was then the Redeemer 
came, and brought life and immortality to light unto the dark 
nations, nvhen the ivorld through ivifdom knew not Gody but wasi 
ftill as at a dark midnight in the knowledge of divine things; ' 
yea, after the wifdom and learning of thofe ages paft had 
been to the fuftheft improven in their enquiry after truth; 
when the Grecians had conveyed what they could from the 
Egyptians^ and the Romans from them, yet did ftill lofe them* 
felves 'more in groping to feek the right door, by. the dim 
I light of nature, nor knew how they came into that cftatc, in 
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which they found theiflfelves; fo as all may fee, !• The utter 
infufficiency of natural abilities, now fince the fall, to give 
light about divine truths, to know either what God is, or 
how he is to be worfhipped, or the true cure and relief of 
fuch vifible corruption of nature. 2. What a divinity mea 
would frame to themfelves, without fuperflatural revelation, 
whilft nothing was more abfurd, and, to aftonifliment irrati- 
onal, than that religion which was then owned in the Roman 
empire. 3. That it is the doftrine of Jefus Chrift only re- 
vealed in the gofpel, and his immediate concurrence there- 
with, could accoraplifti that change on the world, and the 
fpirits of men, which no moral philofophy could ever do, to 
have fuch an irrefiftible prevalence over nature, cuftom, edu- . 
cdtion, j^nd whatever intereft had formerly con>map.d over 
their natural difpofition, which nothing but a divine power 
could bring about, 

S^SI. 5. We^may fee, the world was in thefe times no 
ftranger *to the fame and report of Jefus Chrijl; and how 
publicly confj)icuous his appearance then, as nothing could 
be more known for matter of fafl:, was in no hid corner, but 
notour, famous, and undeniably manifcft at Jerujalem before 
the Romans y at the paflbver, when fuch a confluence of ftran- 
gers from other places were prefent at the fufferings of our 
Lord; yea, which in fo fhoft a time after put the world in 
fuch a flame, and, for all hath befallen tlvat people of the 
JewSj did they never to this day once offer to deny, or dif- 
own what their fathers did herein. Some few paflages I fhall 
infert, as a witnefs hereto, i. What Jofephus \\2.t\i lib. 18. 
cap. 45. In the fame time there was a ivfe man (if %oc may 
call him a man) ivho ivas a worker of miracles ^ artd teacher of 
them that willingly receive the truthy and had many both Jews 
and Gentiles his followers y and was believed to be the, Chrijl: 
And when Pilate had crucified him y through the envy of our ruU 
erSy yet thofe that firjl loved himy were confiant in their affcElioni 
for he appeared to them alive the third day^ as the prophets foretold 
both this and many ^wonderful things of himy from whom are the 
Chrijlians fo called to this very day. Thus Jerome^ in his book 
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of Ecclejiajllc writers, fets down ; which reading of his (he 
^vas belivved to be the Chriji ) is judged preferable to that of 
Eufebius (hicfuit Chrijlus ) or as it is in our ordinary tranfla- 
tions of Jofjphus: fincc, as UJher in his annals ihews, ivhat 
length foever Jofephus came yet he was not a direBly prof e (fed 
Chrijlian. The Jenvs have in after-times eflayed to raze this - 
whole teflimony out of their books, as Baronius and other 
writers fhew; but with that difadvantage, that for fo many 
ages before, this was public and famoufly extant, which 
their anceftors could not offer to contradift. 2. Wc Iiave 
that honourable teftimony Jofephus alfo gives to John Bapufiy 
lib. 18. cap. 7. whofe words are, Herod the tetrarch killed 
"^ohn ftrnamed the Baptift, a moft excellent man^ ivhojlirrcd the 
Jews to the exercife of virtue ^ efpecially to the wa^^ivrr ^f baptfm^ 
K'jhich he faid would be then acceptable to God; but in having 
tJoeir minds frjl purged through rig:teoufnefsy they ado ed clean nefs 
cf body thereto; and from the great refott was to him^ Herod, 
fearing his authority might raife fome rebellion^ though} it fafe to 
tahe him out of the way. 3. That oi Corn. Tacit, a moft known 
adverfary to Chriftians, whofe words are thefe, annal. 15. 
fpeaking of the Chrillians, Chriflianos appellavit autor ejus no' 
minis ChrifluSy qui Tiberio imperitante per procuratorem Fontium 
Filatum fupplicio affedlus fuit. Thus exprefsly witnefling the 
fufFcrings of the Lord to have been under Tiberius' s xtx^y and 
at that very tim^ whilfl Pontius Pilate did rule in Judea: -a 
relation that all may fee, could be from no rsfpecSt in the 
haft to that way, but to hold forth only the truth in matter 
of faft, fo famous and known in that time he wrote, which 
was almoft in the very fame age with the apoftlcs. 4. Thus 
Macrobius alfo relates, Saturn^ lib. 2. cap. 4. When Auguflus 
heard, how Herod among the children he caufed kill of the 
jenvs within two years old, that a fon of his was killed, alfo, 
he faid, it .was better to be Herod*s hog than his fon. 5. 
Both Rujinus and Eufhius do appeal the Heathen to their 
own annals; that i:i Pilate's time when Chrift fuffered, the 
fail did vvlJulraw, an' I darknefs enfued, which was then ex- 
tant in the htoman's records in their time. Eufeb. lib. 9. cap. 
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6. And. Tertullian ApoL adgentesj cap. 21. fliews,how then 
the day was withdrawn, whilft the fpn was at the height; 
which thofe, who knew not that it concerned Ghrift, judged 
to be only an eclipfe; yet faith he, Te find this recorded in your 
own monuments. Yea, Thallas a Heathen writer, and Fleg. 
TraL lib. 13. Chron, a Heathen alfo, are both cited on the. 
fame account, the one by Sulius Africanus in the 3. of his 
Chronology,; the other by Oregin againft Celftis^ page 8-3. as ' 
Ufher in his annals "ftiews. 

SeB: 6. "It was with the firft dawnings of the Chriftian 
Church, that llupendous a«d great feal was then put to the 
truth, by the gift of tongues and different languages; which, 
befides that infallible authority of the Scripture, is, with fucli 
undeniable evidence to this day, demonftrable on grounds of , 
reafon, as can leave no poflible accefs- to debate the fame; 
where it is clear, i. That then was the timecome for ail na- 
tions to know the gofpel, and when that wall of partition was - 
to be taken down. 2. ""rhat the commiflioa and authority 
given ta the apoftles and evangelifts of Chrift, for their 
work and miniftry, was of no lefs extent than to the whole^ 
world, with an exprefs promife of this msirvellous gift; as i« 
clear both from the laft of Matt, and Mark. 3. That the 
delivery over of the doftrine of the gofpel; to the nations, 
had then an undoubted neceffity hereof, not as a confirming 
fign and miracle only, to atteft the truth of the, gofpel, but, 
as an inftrumental mids, for making the Jefign thereof effec- 
tual, whilft^ thefe different languages put fo evident a let to 
their work, or an^ fuccefsful purfuance of it, without fuch 
an extraordinary mean. 4. It is fure, that in no ordinary 
way without fuch a miracle, could ever the Chriftian faith 
have in that manner fpread, and come to the moft dark pla- 
ces of the earth, by ihofe inftruments who were chofen and 
made ufe of for the fame ; fuch as, fome poor fifliermen and 
publicans, who were known to be rude and unlettered, even 
to the conviftion of the J'envs; yea, when it is evident, their 
furtheft reach could only have been, to know their vulgar 
language', which then was the Syriack. 5. Should not thofe 
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undoubted and marvellous effefts, which followcd^thcrcon, 
infer the conviftion of fo extraordinary a mean, when, in lefs 
than 40 years after the firft publiihing of the gofpei, fuch 
famous churches were planted in the moft dark and remote 
parts of the world, as all ancient records witnefs : fo that w€ 
cannot more wonder » to read fuch a ftupendous thing, as 
the gift of languages was at that time, than we ftiould to 
know how poflibly, without this, fuch an early and univerfal 
fpreading of the Chriftian church, could have been through 
the world. 6. Is it not clear, how this great miracle is of a- 
nother manner than others then wrought to confirm the 
truth, that it was not in fome one place witneffed, where 
thofe only prefent could have accefs, but was notou.r and 
public in thofe churches, where the Chriftian faith was firft 
planted by the apofties; fo as the very being of the Chriftian 
church could not be more obvious, than the truth of this in 
thofe times? 7. If fuch a matter of fa£t could have been 
poffibly gain-f:^id, would the ^ews then have been wanting, 
who fo much fought to ftrengthen their prejudice againft 
the gofpei, to appear in an open contradiftion thereto, when 
the account given hereof was made public and knOwn to all? 
8. It is thus evident, how the Scripture of the New Tefta- 
ment, not upon the matter only, but the very language 
wherein moft of the penmen thereof wrote, was in ah extra- 
ordinary way given them from heaven: nor can it be judged, 
that to fuch as Pefer^ James and John, who were fiftier-men, 
^nd Matthew who was of the meaneft of the jpeople; the 
Greek language could have been fo familiar, 'which was not 
their own vulgar tongue, as to write therein, 9. Thus alfo 
maybe fecn, that which was a ftroke and judgment once, in 
the firft dividing and confufion of tongues, made fo remark- 
dble ableflin|y for the fpreading of the gofpei; the one fuited 
to that time of the church's inclofure from the reft of the 
earth, and as an interdiftion ferved upon the nations about; 
the other for its furtheft extent and fpreading, fo as the one 
did ftiut the door, the other did no lefs wonderfully fct it 
open. ^ 
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ieB. 7. Though fuch cxtracMrdinary figns were th^n tin- 
deniable, both for confirming and fpreading of the gofpelj 
yet is it manifeft, that the greateft mean for making this ef- 
feftual, and building of the Chriftian churchy wherein her 
bleffed head choofed to have his appearance moft remarkable 
and convincing in thofe times, was by the efufion of the Holy 
Ghofty and (concurrence thereof with his word on the hearts 
of men; a truth I muft fay, ihould be in another manner 
thought of, if we knew the weight.and import of this, that fo 
great an atteftation to the gofpel, and the certainty of it, as 
nothing can be greater, is by thofe aflurances to be known, 
and no lefs dembnftrable, than we can be fure of the form 
and beiftg of Chriftianity, Though I have clfcwhere touch-' 
ed this fubjeft, I muft heat add fome things further, to clear 
that peculiar refpeft this hath, in a greater manifeftation 
thereof, to the times of the New Teftament, beyond any for- 
mer ages of the church, as that greateft gift exprefsly promif* 
ed and referved to the fame, and how fure and vifible it hath 
been in the event; when we ipay fee, that, until then, the 
work of the Spirit was more known, as a private feal on the 
hearts of the godly, than by any fuch public witnefs, as a 
Confirmatory feal of the do(^rine of the cj^urch, and commif-* 
fion of the publifliers thereof before others I and until then^ 
was that evidence and demonftration of the Spirit in no fuch 
inaiiner known, with an enforcing convii^ion on the con- 
. fcience bf thofe, who were otherwife ftrangers to its work 
on their own fouls, as hath been undeniable under the gof- 
pel; yea, that the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, for which 
there is no attoneihent, is only thus mentioned under the ^ 
New Teftament, and with refpe<a to thofe times of fo vifible 
a'^mdnifcftation thereof. 2; Until then was no fuch illumi- 
nation of the Spirit let forth, for difcerning of fpiritual things, 
and opening up the myfteries of the gofpel, for fearching 
out tlie deep things of God; nor were thofe myfteries fealed 
Up, in fuch a manner unvailed until the times of the gofpel. 
34 It was moft clear with thofe remarkable fufferings of the 
Chriftian church, which fo early then broke up, and for the 
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moft of aftcr-tkncs continued tiii this day; how convincing 
the ftnding down of the comforter was, to bear out the cre- 
dit, of his people,^ and make good their encouragement under 
thofe greateft trials; and that thus thofe living fpiings of the 
comforts of- the Hx)iy Ghoft, did' in thofe times no lefs re- 
markably break up*, yea, in fome fuitable meafure, to the 
drying up, of thofe lower confolations, which were formerly 
let forth, when the proniifes lay more in externals. 4. If 
we own this vifible creation to be the immediate work of God, 
above the poifibiKty of fecond cauP^s; it is then (iire, the 
Spirit of the Lord moving thereon,, for its firft bringing 
forth, is not more demonftrable, than that efF^ftual operation 
and moving of the fame Spirit with the doctrine of Chrift, 
for a bringing forth of the Chriftian world, which is tio lefs 
wonderful and ftUpendous in its frame than the other; and 
the concurrence of inftruments in that time, as to what they 
were in themfelves, fo unfuitable for fuch an end, as all may 
fee, it was the fame word that faid in the beginning. Let 
there be a hea^veft^ and an earthy which then with no lefs evi- 
dence faid, let there be a new Chriftian world, and flourifli- 
ing churches brought forth out of the moft rude, dark and 
favage parts of the earth. 5. It i^ how under the New Tcf- 
tament, that the Spirit given by our blefled Redeemer, to 
fupply his room with his church here until he come again, \s 
eminently fet forth in feaVtng us to the day of redemption^ 
Ephi i. 13. and imparting the firft-fruits, and eameft even 
. here, of that glorious inheritance above; yea, in a more dif- 
ccrnible afting and writing forth in a praftical hiftory, thofe 
truths of the breathings, movings, teachings, quickenings, 
and comfortings of the Holy Ghoft, as the real work and 
tranfcript of the Spirit on the hearts of the faints, caufing 
them to know the kingdom of God withm. 61 It is now 
aHb that the fpirituaHty of religion, and neceflity thereof in 
the worshipping of God, is in a further meafure opened up 
and made known, which in former times, whilft the gofpel 
Was exhibit under fliadows, was then more in the letter, in 
external ordinances and duties^ than in the fpirit and inwar4 
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cjonfprniity ^reto, whicih is fo fw'e^t and cafy ja wjiy the 
Xiord hath p^t his people upon to ferve hiip. I ih»ll but add 
$his one thing more, how, lunder the .timers of .the gofpel, thsrt 
.marvellou? in-dwelling of the iHoJy Gboft is more eminently 
l;nQwn tp the church, not by .fonae tranfient janotious of iig^ 
and Jove, but tbatfaoiili^ir abode and reiidence infured thus 
by an irrevocable donation tp the,Chriftian>Qhurch, John xiv* 
:i6. For he dvxUeth njuitbyouj andjhall he in you^ and cAtd^for 

Se&. 8. It was then widi the firft dawning .of the gafpd, 
and in-gathering pf. the .nations to the church* thatfocqufpi*- 
cuous an atteftation of that truth did immediately follow 
thereon, John xii. 32. that in Chri/Fs being Mfifd Mp from the 
earth f hjeJhoM draw aU men after him; when a ftandard wa$ 
thus lift up to the dark znA Pagan world, not to invite them 
only, but by an invifible eiBcacious power to determine their 
confent and in-coming imto him. This was indeed a moft 
ftrange aftonifhing prophecy, and now is one of the greatcft 
feals, that ever was appended to the Chriftian faith; than 
which. nothing could be more <:lear in the event, that he who 
liath fpoken, hath alfo doue this, and is no illufion or imr 
pofture. I. That no.fuch change was ever known upon the 
worjd, until that bleffed time came of the Redeemer's being 
Jift up on the crofs, and. then, did he rent the heavens and 'conuf 
downy to caufe the mountains Jlow down at his prefence. 2. Tlxat 
this power, which thus drew the world after it, did notjlrive 
•or cryy nor was its voice heard in thejireet; yet fuch a voice as 
enforced the uttermoft parts of the earth to fubjeft thereto, 
with the greateft defire and confent. 3. That tht. needless 
pointing to the .pole^ which , is certainly one of the greateft 
myfteries of nature, can be jio inore furc, than. that fuch» 
who were as incapable to move or ftir as the cold j*fifl», did 
then by a touch of this hyper-magnetic power, natively move 
toward Jefus Chrift; yea, whom having not feen to love, by 
fuch a pull at their heart, as could not fail to bring the grq> 
therewith. 4. That no rank nor ftate of jnen from th^ 
greateft monarchy to the meaneft^ no different fi^e x}f J3ian^4 
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nfc, from infancy unto old age, hath been fince Jefus Chrift 
was lifted upon the crbfs, on whom this bleffed drawing 
poorer hath not been eonfpicuoufly verified. 5. How innu- 
merable arc they, who are thus drawn, and made to move 
againft their native bias, fp as,, with their deliberate clioice, 
to quit their right eye and hand fot the truth, to let the world 
fee (and oft h^h this fight been its amazement) hdw a touch 
of this power at the heart is fuch, as in one moment can 
prevail more, than all the enticements of the earth can with- 
ftanij. 6. How oft this power hath been moft difcernible, 
when leaft of jordinauy means was for fuch an end, whilft 
no teacher, but the inward teaching of the fpirit/* though by 
the word, yea, on fuch, where the greateft difadvantage, 
both from education and their natural difpofition, might be 
evident; w;hat rude, favage, infenfible and ftupid perfons, 
imbittcred in their enmity to the gofpel, hath our blefied Re- 
deemer thus drawn in to himfelf by one touch of his hand at 
their heart. 

Se^. 9, It was the immediate appearance of God's judg- 
ment, which no diftance of time can darken, in that defo- 
lating ftroke on the Jenv'xjh nation and. Jerufaleml within a. 
few years after the fufFering of Chrift, by the Romans under 
^itus Vefpaftati; a ftroke, both in the manner and continuance, 
fuch as no inftance prefent or paft could ever be found to re- 
femble; and, when ferioufly confidered, one of the greateft 
appearances of God againft a people hath been, fince man 
was formed in the earth, where thefe concurring circumftan- 
ces, for giving light thereto, call for our ferious obfcrving; 
I . That in fp fliort a time after the death of our blefled Lord, 
not above forty years, this fhould take place, and that blood falj 
on them in that very generation, witlx their hands as it were 
hot and reeking in the fame, which they had wiflied on them 
and their children, x. By the Romans^ whofe intereft, in their 
oppofition to Chrift, they pretended m9ft to own. 3. By 
fuch an' inftrument alio, as Titus Vejpaftan^ of fo Angularly 
fweet a natural difpofition, fo mild and companionate, as he 
was called Delida humani generis i yea one, 'who to the fui;«; 
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theft fought a preventing of their ruin, that all might fe^ it 
was the finger of God. 4. Theif being vifibly enforced to 
be executioners of their own judgment^ fo as the adverlaries 
without did not fo efief^ually concur to accomplifii this, as 
they did amongft themfelvesj to fhew its being fomething 
fatal beyond all poflibility to fave* 5. That the time thereof 
Ihould be at the paflbver, not only thus for a greater ruin, by 
the' in-gathering of fuch multitudes from the whole land into 
the city; hup alfo by this remarkable circumftance, to point, 
as with the finger, at the caufe of fo ftupendous a judgment, 
and thus tryft at the very time of the fufierings of tlie Lord 
there, d. That no repentance or ferious enquiry after the 
true caufe, did follow, but more defperate induration, a being- 
broken without contrition or humbling. 7. That fttange 
contrariety and malice then, and to this day, againft the 
Chriftians, more than any other party, yea, than againft the 
Romansy who had been the inftruments of their ruin, even 
whilft th^y knew the Chriftian church fought no other de^ 
cifive judge than thofe facred records of the Old Teftament 
" betwixt them. 8. A ftroke, not on the nation, their fami- 
lies, and perfons only, but on die temple, tp the ceafing of 
the daily facrifice, and that Levitical fervice they fo much 
trufted in, with fuch a concurrence of providences therein, 
as might thus (hew the inftitution of that fervice wj^s then 
ceafed. It is. obfervable, that after the coming of Chrift, 
and that one blefled facrifice in hi« death was ofiered up, th^ 
the cuftom.of facrificing, not only amongft the Jenvs^ but 
what bad been this way amongft the Heathe% alfo, did then 
ceafe every where through the world. 9. So convincing was 
a divine hand in this ftroke^ as Titt^s^ though a Heathen, 
could anfwer his friends in their defire to have him crowned, 
that he was not the author of that work, but had only given 
his hands to ferve the judgment of God herein, as even by 
JHcathen writers is witnefied; and thofe known medals, 
iifhich have to following ages been ftill referved, hath that 
imprefs thereon ^ of Vefpaftan^ and a woman fitting forrowful 
^n4er a P^lm-tres^ with thefe words, JUDAEA CAPTA^ 
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5. C. I a. We may Xee alfo their fcaltering fo jfarerjctopded 
;through the world, that there might, be as confpicwows a mo- 
nument of judgraeRt fet up, and made difcemible tQ ^11, as the 
furtheft exterit of Chriftianity. It is indeed ftr;wge, men do 
not more ferioivfly Xwai afide -to confider thofe two grejat 
fights now under thcgofpel; the one of the fcattered yeivs, 
fo anuzing a beacon fet up for all ^es to loojt.on*, the other 
Q? the Ramifif church, fo as to enquire what thefe mean, 
Avhilft both give fuch clear lightto the truth, and aocomphfti- 
,n^Gt of .the word, as may filence the greateft Atheijl. 

SeB, .10. It was with.thofe firft times of the goipel, that 
the fall and ceafing of the whole heathenifh oracles was fo 
remarkable and confirming a feal thereto, as all times, might 
iec, before what power.it was.they fell, 5ind could no longer 
'ftand thefe concurring circumftances being clear, i . That for 
fo many ages the devil thus had a throne and fubjedion from 
the world, and was one of the greateft engines he ever fol- 
lowed, for .keeping it in awe by fuch a counterfeit, fet up a- 
gainft.the living oracles of God, iri.his word. 2. That this 
-time andfeafon of their fall, and being ftruck dumb for eyer, 
was fo evident, whilft the devil was .put to the hotteft war, 
*for .keeping up his intereft, and fo clofe ^ fiege laid on his 
kingdom by the gofpei \ fo as> on the f urtheft conteft and 
.'ilrugglings he could then make, his fceptre was wrefted out 
,of his hand, and broken in the open field, -3. We fee this 
j?iary<?llQUS event moft. clearly anfwer to what was foretold 
in the Scripture thereof, and as that which fhonld follow on 
^he.promifed tjme of the gofpei, Zech. xiii. 2. John xii. 31. 
4. Jt is known in what ^ ftrange amaze this put the world 
.then, and into perplexed enquiries, whatifcould mean, that 
.their gods, whom for many ages the nations adored, ^ird 
ibught to in all doubt Tul cafes, fliould thus at once be ftruck 
dumb; about vf\^c\\ Lucan heavily complains, and y«i;//W 
Satyr, 3. that the gods, by whom the Efttpire ftood, had thus 
abandoned their temples and ficrifice, and left them alpne. 
Str^o confefieth the priefts of Deiphos were brought to beg- 
gary by it, yea, Phiarch hath a book expre^ly thereupon, Df 
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eonticeniia Oracuix>rmn^ and coiaidno further reach it, but that 
it feemed th^y were itiortal, and that prefeging \nrtuc the 
earth had, where the feat of thofe oracles was, had^ been- 
fp^nt and exhauftedl 

SeB. Ti. It may be convincing alfo, that teftimony which 
ther devii was then enforced to giVt, atid c'onfefs by what 
power thofe oracles werfe reftrained; as that known aiifwer 
to Augafius* Legate about his Succeflbr, titcd by Snvidas out 
of JBmilius Pof^tuSf and other rtoft ancient writers-; Me puer 
Hebracdsyz/to hoc Sfcedere temph. Rix dvbum Isf fiy^um^ riir^ 
fus remearc fuh oremn, Tu tacitus qmtre hoc nrtfira aliarict iiyiijrtK 
Like wife that which yujiim Martyr y who wrote in the fecond 
century', cites of the dracle of -^/>d?//(7, inthefe words v Soli' 
Cki^^A^ti fapitif^ isf Hdbraea> *airum gerts^, qui pttro hmid- gcntufriy 
venerantur peBore ntitmen, Juflj. Mart. P. \\6. F confefs thofe 
witfi many paffages of thfe SybUla'sy I fometimes^ judged* to be^ 
no othfer, than the piae fraudcr of fome Chriftians j which* I 
kno^ is the judgment of mahy ; but,* on more ferious- enqui- 
ry,^ I cannot fee how thefe poffiMy cart* be caftor feje^^vedy 
where fucli clear and piingent evidences are of their ttuth, 
a*, r. That fu'ch a force put upon th^ devil to confefs the 
truth of Chriffianity, is that which hsrth* cbareft Scripture 
light and precedent for the fame,. Aft-s otvi. 17. & xi?c. rj. 
2. As it is f^re, the devils believe and tremble, and that 
thc^e is no poffibiHty for Athcifm, or queftioning the truth 
of the^ Scripture by thofe reprobate fpirlts, there feem^ no 
caufe for any to hefitate at fuch aar enforcement* as this,- from 
th^ Lord to confefs the fame, as. a witnefs of his fovereignty 
over them. 3. It is clear alio, that, upon this account, the 
Roman fenate was then forced to- forbid the reading of the Sy-^ 
biilds as well as of tfee Scripture, by public edi£l, left thui 
aityihould be ftaggered about the Pagan religion; as n^oft 
ancient records of thofe times witnefs, and is particularly 
cited by Jufi. Mart. ApoL 2w page 82. and Hottinger holds > 
forth Hlft, Hk I. /* 55. 4. There is no poflible evitrng that 
citation of the oracle at ctmtc, virg, eckg. 6. which fo evident- 
ly points at the incarnation of Chrift and being born of a 
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Virgin, and was fo near the time of that Aftnus PoHioy W 
whom in flattery he applieth this. 5. Though thefe are not 
to be owned as any feal or confirmation to the Chriftiatn 
faith, but to leave the heathens thus more ihexcuTablc, whofef 
religion was to worfhip the devil; yet may it be clear, what 
horrid impiety this fhouM have been for any Chriftians to 
obtrude fuch a filfefhood on the world, if the truth thereof ' 
had not been evident; yea, how is it pofTibk for this to paft 
without fome public contradiftion thereto by the heathen ad- 
verfarics, and fuch knowing critics among them, as Lucian^ 
Porphyry y CelfuSy and Libanius xhtfophtft were in thefe times ? 

SeB. 1 2. It was remarkable then, whilft Satan is beat oflF 
his throne, by this fall of the oracles, what ftrugglings he ftill 
hath to counteract the gofpcl, by fome lying wonders, in op- 
pofition to thofe extraordinary figns, which were then given 
to confirm the truths as in pinion Maguiy whofe dreadful 
clofe our church-writers hold forth; but mod remarkably, in 
fetting up that notable magician Apollonius ThianauSy one be*- 
yond moft that ever the world knew of that kind, yea, fuch 
as Hierocles brings in, to compete with thorfe miracles of the 
gofpel; but how quickly, as in a moment, did that hellifh va-^ 
pour, exhaled out of the bof tomlefs pit to trouble the air, itt 
a little evanifli and difappear? 

SeB. 1 3. It Was remarkable, what breathing for a time the' 
Chriftian church with its firff up-breaking got, during the 
reign oi Tiberius Caligula^ and Claudius; which, though fliort, 
yet was until that blefled feed of Chriftianity in a great mea- 
fure was fown amongft the nations by the preached gofpcl, 
2rnd had begun to take root, ere th^ dreadful impetuous ftorm 
of perfcution, which came after, brake up. Tiberius, being 
certified by Pilate out of Paleftine, concerning the aflairs of 
Chrift, propofed to the fenate his being reckoned among the 
gods; which they oppofing, he threatened that it fhould be 
dangerous for any to accufe a Chriftian, as TertuL relates^ 
Apoi. cap. 5. 21. Eufeb, lib. 2. cap. 2. alfo Gildas in his c- 
piftles; upon which it was judged, after the killing of Ste- 
phen, that perfecution fo quickly ceafcd, through fear of 
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Tibeiius. Thus the Lord in his ble&d way, difpofing, that 
the feed of the gofpel ihould get a fowing time, and come to 
fiwTie fc^ld growth, before any (harp and great ftorm, and the 
truth be received before the trial came ; yea, that Chrift him- 
felf in the power of his word came firft^ to infare the heart, 
before his crofs, and a time of perfecution. : 

SeSf. 14. We fee the firft entry of the church's fufferings 
from the Gentiles by Ner^^ than whom none more vifibly 
could be ever known transformed into the image of the devil; 
yea, fuch a monfter, as at laft the Roman fenatc declared him 
to be ho/lu patri£^ £5* hofiis humani generis; that thus it might 
be in the blcflqd difpofal qf the Lord difcemible to all, i . By 
what fpirit fuch an inftrument was aded forth to excrcife 
thofe cruelties then among the Chriftian$, as human nature 
though corrupt, yet could not but (land at* 2. What a more 
excellent fpirit, and invincible power was in thofe to fupport 
and overcome fuch a fury. 3. That then the great ftandard 
of Satan's kingdom was thus remarkably fct up, and brought 
to the fields againft die kingdom of Chrift, by fuch a fpirit 
of perfecution : and then did open war begin againft the gof* 
pel by the world; which though not always in like manner, 
or by the fame weapociSj hath thefe 1500 years paft fuccef« 
fively cdntinued. What this fore perfecution by Nerd was, 
church-hiftories give but little light thereto; but I fliall offer 
another Martyrology for this, which none will judge to be 
given as an intended witnefs to the Chrift i an truth, out of 
Cornel, Tacit, whofe words are thefe, * Nero having fet Rome 
f on fire, to extinguifli the rumour thereof, did falfely accuf^ 
f and punifli with exquifite torments thofe whom the people 
< then called Chriftians, firft they were apprehended, who 
^ confefted themfelves tp be Chriftians, then an huge multi- 

* tude were convifted for fetting the city on fire; (but as he 
^ faith) Foi; that hatred all men liad againft them, fcoms alfa 
^ were added to their fuiFerings; fome were covered with 

* bcaft's (kins to t>e torn by dogs, fome were crucified, and 

* fome burnt, and when the day failed, they were burnt tiHt-: 
5 give light by liight, whilft Nero made his garden fit for that! 

Vol. II. A a 
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* fpeftack, fo as pity was by others takeni feeing' they fuffcr-- 

* cd not for any common good, but to fatisfy his cruelty/ 
Thus Tacitus, lib. 15* cap. 44. which Juvenal alfo holds 
foith. ^ 

Se^. 15- It may be truely faid, and on cleareft grounds 
demonftrable, that the Lord's way with the Gentile church 
in the firft in-bringing thereof, and for two ages after, was 
a continued miracle; when thefe are confidered and brought 
near our thoughts, i. How it is fo obvious,, that that very 
time» in the two firft centuries of the church's hotteft perfe- 
cution, was that time, wherein the Chriftian church fo re- 
markably fpread in the world; yea, her begun declining did 
go kfs obfervably contemporate with that fun-fhine, which 
followed of outward peace and profperity, after Conftantine's 
tinie; a truth fo known and undeniable, that it yet fhould be 
to us as it were a prefent objeft of fenfc this day. 2. That 
marvellous refolution and j6y, which then attended Ghriftians 
in their extremcft fufferings, as they could not fmother or 
conceal the truth thereof, to the aftoniftment of the world, 
when nothing could be a greater contradiction to fenfe and 
reafon. Here was that pretended apathy of the ancient 
Stoicks, which they owned in their ,do£lrine, but not ex- 
ample, in another manner to be underftood; not that they 
wanted fenfe and feeling of their pain and fufFerirtgs,^ but 
thefe were made i^weet and eafy, by a more fenfible over-, 
powering tafte and feeling of the comforts of the Holy Ghoftv 
3. How here was a bearing up with more than human 
ftrength, againft f cruelty fo vifibly inhuman and favage. 4* 
As 'tis clear from the priipitive hiftories of the church then, 
what amazement and convidbion was thus enforced on the 
confcience of the adverfaries, as it prut them to enquire into 
the caufes of their fufFerings: As TertuUlan Ihews thus, 
^utfque efitm tatttatn tolerantlamfptSians^ ut a iquofcrupulo per^^ 
cujfus inquirer e accenditiir^ quid Jit in caufa^ £5* ubi eognoverit 
veritatem; ipfe Jlaiim fequitur, TertuL ApoL cap. 50. viz. 
< That whilft on-lookers faw fuch refolution in the fufferings 
* of the £iints, were put to feafch what might be the caufe^ 
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* and T»rh©n once they knew the truth did thcmfclvcs alfo faU 

* in love therewith, to follow it/ And further thus, i^w €mm 
non in contemplatione ejus conoitttur ad requirendttm quid intus 
in refttj quis non ubi requijivit^ accedtty ubi accefftt^ pati non ex^ 
optat? that £/, ' Who then in beholding this, was not ihaken 
« in that manner, as to a ferious enquiry what might be in 
« the matter? And who thus did once fearch after the truth, 

* did not alfo engage therewith? yea, who embraced it, 
« whofe choice and defire was not alfo to fuffer for the fame?*. 

5. The greateft of Atheifts mufl fee, that thofe did not thus 
fiifier, to propagate a known ddudon, and that fuch joy and 
exultation of fpirit, amidft thofe torments is not conceivable 
without a divine immediate affiftance; as the fame Tertullian, 
who lived in the fecond century, thus attefts the Hestthens 
herein * Cum omni fevitia veflra concertamus, etiam ultro 

* erumpentes, magifque damnati, quam abfoluti gaudemus.* 
ThiU iSi * We conflid, and are helped to overcome your 

* greateft cruelty, yea, cheerfully to go through all, rejoicing 

* more in being fentenced and condemned, than in abfolution.* 

6. How mean and feeble p^rfons, as many of thofe were, 
(when confidered what they were in themfelves) fhould thus 
endure that, which would have fainted, and h^tn 1 tehror to 
the greateft natural courage, 

Se5f> 16. It was ia thofe times that this might be clearly 
fecn, how fuch ftrange and amazing efFedls of the gofpel 
upon Chriftians was not more obvious, than fuch judicial ef- 
fedis of rejecting the fame was upon others: with that rage 
and malice againft the truth, which did in fuch a manner 
then burft forth, as the world had not known before: yea, 
no intereft cart be inftanced from any record of former times, 
had fuch a ftrange oppo&tion and contrariety thereto, as the 
truth of the gofpel; a myftery, which in ages before not 
known by fuch appearances until then, what that enmity be- 
tween the feed of the woman, and that of the ferpent was, 
as may be evident, i. That infatiable thirft after Chriftian 
blood, as Sulpitius tells, * The world was no lefs exhaufted 

* then by one perfecution, than by the moft bloody wjurjs.^ 

A a 2 
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1. How this ftraia^e violence and rage againft the trudi of 
the gofpel could be owned upon no intereft or private quar- 
rel» but againft fuch as (hewed greatcft Icindncfe to their per- 
fecutors and greateft freedom from revenge; fuch^ whom 
Juilin Martyr, and Eufebius aMb in his ccckfiaftic hiftory, 
Kb. 8. cap. 8. flicwcth, that the adverfaries could not deny 
fuch tcndemefs of Chriftians towards them, as they prayed 
for their pcrfccuting emperors^ for ^11 the people that looked 
,on, for the judge that condemned them, yea, for the exccu^ 
tioner; to fhew the world how far the fpirit of Chriftians 
arifes above the world, and what a fpirit that miift be, that 
did oppofe and perfecutc thcfe* 3. Such cruelty to be thus 
exercifed on all conditions of w6mcn andchildren, whIIEh al- 
moft from favagea would have pleaded compaffion and ten- 
dernefs, as * Laftantius (hews, Ecce fexus infirmus, & fra- 
* gilis «tas dilacerare fe toto corpore, uriquc perpetitur, non 
neceffitate, quia licet vitarc fi vellent, fed voluntatc, quea 
confident in Deo. La£b, lib. 5. cap. i. which ivas^ That fuch 

< ihen of that tender fex of women, and thofc fb young years, 

< did endure to have their bodies rent, yea, the flames of the 
« fire, and this upon choice, and no enforcen>ettt of neccffity, 

< fince they could have efcaped, hut becaufe they adventured 

< on God himfelf.' 4, This mightbe notour from the man- 
ner of fuch perfi^utions, as Juflin Martyr (hews ,how ulual 
then it was to expofe them to wild beafts, and invent tor- 
ments for putting Chriftians to death; but withal, adds this, 
the more thefe were tried, The further increafe had the 
church; To witnefs that dreadful and black day the light 
of the gofpel puts on fuch as rejeft it, and bring forth what 
is latent in nature, that they could not have believed thcm- 
felves; yea, that foraething further than men's natural en- 
mity is here, to draw forth this to fuch an aftoniftiing and 
height of fury and violence, and the very immediate power 
and incitement of the devil. 

Seif. 17. Whilft Satan thus cfTayed, but in vain, by fuch as 
Nero and Domitiany to withftand the gofpel, and fuch firft 
buddings thereof, we fee a little after, how he tries the fame. 
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weapon with more fubtilty, in putting on fuch as Trajan^ -rf* 
driatti and Antonius Pius, to follow the fame work of pcrfe- 
cuting the church, thus to caufe in the world a, greater abhor- 
ring againft the trudi, in its being affaulted by fuch emper- 
ors, that, for their juftice and moderation in regard of the 
laws, were fo endeared to the empire. But, as no weapoti 
formed againft tl^e truth can profper, this did not lett that 
iharveilous fpreading of the gofpel then*, But a clear com- 
mentary was thus given upon that Scripture-truth, Tiai 
the ivifdom of the world is enmity ivith God, and none ftated 
more remarkably at a difadvantage with the gofpel, than fuch; 
yea, what a change that inbred contrariety in men againft the 
truth, will caufe on the greateft moralifts, thofe of moft calm 
and peaceabld difpofitions, to a breaking forth in lage, when 
once thdy begin to be fcorched with the heat and power 
thereof. 

Se^. 1 8. It wa6 then, this immediate appearance of the 
Lord, to give fome breathing and lucid interval to the 
church, amidft fuch^lafting ftorms, might be evident, i. In 
enforcing fome of the adverfaries themfelves, fuch as Piinius 
Junior, who was in greateft repute in thofe times, to acquit 
the Chriftians of that they were charged with; as /by his let- 
ter to Trajan, which gave foine ftop to the prefent perfecu- 
tion then, is clear: For he ftiews Ho*w far that infeBion (as 
he calleth it there) had crept into cities, towns and villages: 
and that, except in the matter of their religion, they were known 
to abflainfrom all grofs crimes, to keep their faith, and defraud 
no man: Yea, which is more obfervable, in the clofe of his 
letter, doth propofe to the emperor a more favourable deak 
ing towards the Chriftian church, as the probable mean to 
prevent their further increafe; which did the more advance, 
the more violence had been ufed againft them. This letter, 
with Trajan^s anfwer, by T.ertttL ApoL ffj* Euf EccL Hijh 
Lib, 3. Cap, 33. are there fet down at large. 2. By that ex- 
traordinary appearance of the Lord in anfwering the Chrifti- 
an legion under Auerilus Antonius, when the Roman army was 
^t a remarkable exigence in wax with the Vandals and Sar^. 
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tnates^ which was fo convincing, both to the emperor, and 
his whole army, as enforced this account by his letter to the 
fenate and people of Rome thereof; " That being with hi$ 
** army ready to perifh for want of watery and environed by 
** the enemy, having fought of their country gods, but in 
<* vain, for help; that Chriftian legion, which then was a- 
** mongft them, fell proftrate on the ground, and by prayer 
^' obtained fuch an anfwer, as .there fell amongft us (faith 
•< the emperor) a moft pleafant cooling ihower from heaven, 
<< but againft the enemy a ftorm of hail mingled with light- 
" ning, fo, as prefently we found the invincible hand of the 
•* moft mighty God. Upon which he orders all perfecuti- 
" ons throughout the empire to fift againft the Chriftians* 
^ This in the fame Age doth Jufitn Martyr fet down in his 
*' Apology to the Roman fenate, and is at length alfacited by 
** Tertullian and. Arojius who herein appeal the adverfary to 
" the emperor's letters in their own ftanding records." 
3. Which is moft remarkable, that, even under the reign of 
Commodus the emperor, futh a bloody monfter and fcourgc 
to the Roman fenate and empire, the church of Chrift then 
got a fweet and favourable calm, witli fome reft for a feafon, 
yea more than under the reign of fome, who were more fa- 
vourable in their natural difpofition, to (hew tliat dominion 
which the glorious God doth exercife, not only over the 
greateft, but the worft of men, and how the moft notable 
mercies and advantages of the church are moft ufually 
brought foith, againft all vifible appearances. 

SeB, 19. Thisalfo, for the church's fupport and ftrcngth-* 
ening in thofe times, (hould not want a grave remark in the 
Lord's calling forth fome, with lingular advantage of gifts 
and human learning, to oppofe againft the fubtile cavils and 
reproach of the adverfary, for clearing of the truth; fo as we 
may fee, when fuch as Porphyry^ Lucius Celfusy &c. were at 
work to difcredit the Chriftians by their writings, fuch excel- 
knt men were nd Icfs difcemibly brought forth for this pre- 
fent fervice of the church, as ^mdratus Ari/lides^ whofc not- 
able Apolo^is for the truth of Chrift, the one to Trajan^ the 
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other to Adrian^ with fome convi£iion, that this was enfor- 
ced upon them, are cited by Eufeb.-Hijt. Lib. /\, at>d Jerome 
in his Catalogue^ and Juftin Martyr ^ who wrot^.i twofold-- 
Apology , the one to the fenate, and the other to Antoniu^ ;the 
emperor, and a little thereafter, Tertulltan and Meiito of &r- 
d;V, whofe weighty arguments are fet down by moft of anci- 
ent church hiftories; that it thus may be feen, no time fince 
that marvellous ereftion of the Chriftian church, hath want- 
ed fome difcernible out-lettings of the Spirit for its prefcnt 
exigences; yea, that fudi is the truth of the gofpel, that it 
comes with the furtheft and clcarefl advantage, to convince 
the judgment, as well as to engage the affetlions, and to of- 
fer iticlf to trial to all, anent its truth, by undeniable reafon, 
as well as experience. Thus did they appeal their adverfar- 
ies anent the truth, with fuch advantage, to enforce a convic- 
tion upon them, if thefe things could pojCbly b^ denied, i . 
That their gods were forced to coirfefs themfelves to be de- 
vils, as Tertullian fliews ApoL cap. 23. * And why do you 
< not herein (faith he) believe when they fpeak truth, who yet 

* believe them when they fpeak lies; whilft you fee this coidd 

* not be their own choice, whilft they witncfs againft them- . 

* felves, if they were not enforced?' 2. That, wherever the 
name ot Chrift was called upon, thofe fpirits whti^n they 
worfliipped, were under a vifible reftraint as to their power; 
yea, the prefence of a Chriftian, when the Heathens were 
about their divination, and by their priefts feeking anfwer 
from the Devil, did fo vifibly fruftrate thofe cflays, us made 
them cry out, They were hindered by fome of the compafty. See 
Lacfantius lib. 4. cap. 27. 3. That they could not but fee, 
in delivering the doftrine of the gofpel and profeffioa there- 
of, there was no tentation,. nor any poffiWe advantage to be 
looked for from the world, but did vifibly countenl£l any 
fuch end, as repute and credit in the earth, outward riches^, 
or delights of the flelh; their whole life a continued eourfe 
of fuffering and trouble, no vifible grounds of hope; « but 

* were of all men moft miferable, if in this life they had own- 

* ed their hope,' and had no other aiTurancee, than what i* 
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hetc. 4. If that doftrinc they profcffed, and bare witnefd 
tOj of the gofpel, did not bring with it the greateft enfc^oc*- 
ments of fmcerity^ truth in the heart and inward parts, and 
fpeaking of the truth in every thing, whatever hazard ftiould 
follow. 5. If fuch was not the doiftrine of Chriftianity, as 
all might fee, fo far above the reach of human wifdom, the 
furtheft learning of the Greeks^ as was wholly impoffible that 
fuch perfons as the apofties were, could ever have had, or 
known this of themfelves. 6. That the Chriftian doiSfcrine, 
and that only, could fettle the foul on a fure foundation, 
whilft the knowing amongft the Heathens were in fuch con^ 
timial flu£luating and uncertainty about any truth ^f religion, 
or an after-ftate; and moft of their gods as Jupiter , ^turn, 
&c. by that very account themfelves give, were Come of the 
vilcft of men, and had been in the former ages notable for 
oppreflion and villanies. 7. That the very myfteries of the 
Heathen religion were horrid and impure, fo as they durft 
not let them be common and known. But O that infinite 
purity of Scripture, SanEiify them by thy truth j thy ivord is 
truth I John xvii. 8. This alfo the Heathens could not 
know how to deny, that Chriftianity brought with it /fuch a 
public bleffing to mankind, did fo undeniably tend to a per- 
fefting of human nature, and engaging tojthofe duties of mu- 
tual profit and fnbferviency amongft men towards one ano- 
ther, fuch as love, tendernefs, fympathy with the afHi(3:ed> 
which by their own gr^teft writers was accounted pufilani- 
mity, and as a vice rather than a virtue, as Laertius in vita 
Zenonis exprefsly fliews, page 512. and of what fingular ufc 
to prefent thofe imbittering torments, diforders and pertur- 
bations, that as natively follow a proud and vindictive fpirit, 
as the fliadow on the body, by its blefled tendency to move 
the foul, yea transform it into humility and meeknefs ; and 
V'hat a luftre it puts, riot on men only, but on thofe very parts 
of the earth, where Chriftianity doth in its vigour ftiine forth* 
SeB. 2o. It is remarkable, how in the very clofe of the 
church's fufFerings from the Heathen adverfary, that laft af- 
fault under Dioclefian was of all moft grievous and fearcbirrg, 
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whofe cxprefs edifts were then given forth, not againft Chrif- 
rians only as to perfonal perfecution; but againft Chriftiantty; 
and who laid forth himfelf more than any before, to* hare 
ftruck^ if poffible, at the whole root^ by fubtilty as well as 
violence, fo as thi* greateft darkncfs, did go but a very* little 
before the dawning of an univerfal peacej but virith thefe 
convincing advantages to the truth, i . In the bringing forth' 
thus a moft remarkable witnefs thereto, that when he purr 
fued fo much the delivering up of their Bibles, whith he 
moft vigoroufly then effayed, and when it was inefFeftual, 
fought but a leiaf of clean paper, as a teft of their yielding ; 
the Chriftians then choofed the futtheft of fafFerings, rather 
than to come this length : upon which that name was given 
to any, who thus yielded^ of being traditors: 2. It was no 
fefs clear, that whilft this emperor, in his boafting Confidence 
had caufed ered a pillar, with that infcription on k. Dio- 

CLES CaES. AUGPST SUPERSTITIONE CHRISTI UbIQUE De- 

leta: Gultu DeoruM Propagato; %sBaronius^t\tt\^i^ 
{hewsy Fide Hotting, pzrt i. cap. 4. page 182. and thus fung 
the triumph before the viftory ; he was broken in all his at- 
tempts, and fo caft dowii with the church's further rife and 
growth, as at laft he refigned the empire. 3. Then alfo was 
this marvellous appearance of the Lord when the church 
feemed to be at the very loweft, that fo very fhort a time 
fhould interveen betwixt a Diocleftari and a Conjiantine. 

SeSi. 2 1 . We. fee in thofe times when the church's ^reft- 
lings( and perfecutions were fo remarkable, fuch great ex- 
amples of judgment alfo fet op, and made obvious for the 
world's ofbferving as might infer fotne conyiftion therewith, 
that afluredly they were no ordinary or cafual occurrences. Or 
fuch as have had ufual precedents in the change of human 
affairs; but the very immediate appearances of God made 
difcernible therem, to whom the blood of faints is precious. 
I. It is known, that Pilate was fo continually vexed by Caius 
the emperor: even he who had, over the wreftlings of a na- 
tural confcience, given forth that fen^ence againft our bleifed 
Lord, as he was enforced to till himfelf, and be his o\?^^n qx- 
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ccutJoner; ad Hterom in his Chronicle out of the Roman hif* 
tory, Eiifebius in his EccUftaJiic Hifiwy^ out of the Gr^^i writ- 
ers of the Olympiads J lib. 2* cap. 7. alfo> Cqffiodorus in his 
ChronicUy do with one confcnt witnefs, as t^r in his Amtah 
hath fct down j and certaialy was then fuch a -paffage, con* 
fidering the party to whom it relates, as would be gravely no- 
ticed, and with the exa£teft enquiry by Chriftians of that 
time; yea, this mud have been fo public, as all may judge 
tlic convey and tranfmitting thereof conM not eafily have 
come under miftake, to thofe times wherein Eufdnus and 
Hierom wrote. 2. We may fee in that inftance of Herod 
Agrippa^ the very firft of the kings of the earth that ftretched 
forth his hand againft the Chriftian church, a public beacon 
of divine judgment, thus fet up for the greats»en and mon* 
archs of after ages to take warning by ; who, after he had 
killed James the brother of John by the fword, in a public 
appearance after the Uafphcmous fhoutings of the people, 
was fmitten by the angel of God, Afts xii. .17. which (the 
very fame in fubftance) is related by Jofephus Antiq. lib. 19. 
cap. ult. " That when he had finished the third year of his 
"reign, and at C^r^*<j folemnized fome|>lays for Cafar*s 
*< health, to which a great number of noblemen and young 
** perfons came, on the fecond day thereof he goes in his 
" princely robes, rich and curioufly wrought with filvcr, 
*« which by the fun's refte£lion made an extraordinary luftre ; 
<< and whilft upon fome flatterers faluting him' as God, he 
** did not refuie nor rejeft fuch impious adulation, did a 
" little after fee an owl fitting over his head, a prognoftic of 
" his ruin; wias ftruck to the heart with moft grievous tor- 
** ments in his belly, fo, as he was forced to turn to his 
*< friends, and fay behold I, who by you was called a god, 
'* am commanded out of this life, and my pr^fent fate gives 
" the lie to your .flatteries, being forced to death whom you 
" faluted as immortal; after which his pains increafing, in 
" great extremity he died." 'Which paflage, be (ides Scrip- 
ture-authority, may be convincing to the greatefl: Atheifts,. to 
fee, whilft k is one in fubftance therewith, is in fo different 
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a manner, and with crther circumftances by Jo/iphtu fct dovn,; 
and how far this was from any intcn^d concurrence with 
the crangclift Luke therein, but as a part of the hiftory of 
thofe times, yea was by him written in the very fame age when 
it fell out, an occurrence- of that nature, as concerned all 
Judea to know, and could not from any private information 
be obvious to mifl:ake, which was then fo public and famous^ 
in the view of the world. 3. We may then alfo fee that 
famous apoftate Luctan^ who lived near the fir ft century^ 
once a profeft minifter of the gofpel at Antiochy but after an 
avowed Atheift, and, in hatred of the Chriftian faith, a pro- 
moter of Paganifmj as thofe hortid Dialogues^ by^iim fct 
forth, fhew, was at laft torn in pieces by dogs, as Swidas, 
with other writers of the church hiftory then {hew. 4. It 
may be an aftonifliing remark to all following ages, that 
for th^ firft , 200 years after Chrift, wherein were near 
thirty-^wo emperors, not three of them was without either 
a violent death, or fomething Angularly tragic in their clofe^ 
as may be clear from the whole confent of the records of 
that time. 5. It is moft evident alfo, under thofe fore ^^nd 
continued perfecutipns of the Chriftian church, what re- 
markaUe judgments were then inflicted on the Roman em-/ 
pire, and how heavy and fad the hand of men, and their yoke 
was upon them by thofe bloody and cruel tyrants, who for 
moft of thofe times were fet over them, who would not come 
under the fweet and defirable yoke of Jefus Chrift in his of- 
fer of the gofpel 5 there being no hiftories can Ihew fuch a 
feries of vifible monfters as moft of thofe. were, excepting 
Trajan and few elfe, who then fueceffively vjrere advanced to 
rule; foas in thofe two ages, when the church hiftory might 
be read in charafters of blood, and fuch continued fufferings 
of the faints, the tragedies of the Roman empire might be as 
obvious, and have as large a room in the records of that time^ 
^ &5. 22. It was in thofe trying times^we may fee a fmgular 
providence of the Lord, to fecure that bleft invaluable re.. 
cord of the Scriptures, and particularly that of the NewTef- 
tament in all the parts thereof,^ after its delivery to the 
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phurch, beyond the poffibility of hazard) or acccfe for ob^ 
truding any falfe tranfcript; fo as Acn, and iii all after- 
times, tke churches of Chrift might even with the grcateft 
advantage of reafon and moral inducements be affured anent 

I the canon, and what is truely cononical, and what notj i. 
By the fwift and aftonifliiog co^nqueft the gofpel then had in 
fo fliort a time, through mod of the known world ; fo ais in 
the age of the apoftles, not only in Afia,but^lacesmofl:. re- 
mote, where famous churches were planted, th^re was ne- 
ceffarily enforced a diiFufmg of innumerable copies of the 
original, the Greek then being fo univerfally known, even 
whilft the autographs of the «vangelifts and apoftles were 
ft ill extant in the church; as TertuUian fliews they were in 
his time, who lived in the fecond century : and it is fure, no 
otl^er way could they make ufe of, for delivering of the doc- 
trine of Chriftianity, or inftrufting the people thereanent, 
but thofe' pure fountains themfelves, which they had, to fliew 
as their authority and warrant; for the do£l:rineof implicite 
faiih was not then known, but all exprefsly called to fearch 
the Scriptures. 2. By thofe {harp and extreme petfecutions 
the church then was under; when to profefs the Chriftian 
faith, and fuffet for the fame, was every where fo infeparably. 
linked, as could not but enforce each Chriftian to a near and 
perfonal converfe with that meftimably divine record, for 
having fome copy under their reach, to know the folidity of 
that' doftrine which they were to feal with their blood,, and 
adventure on into eternity. 3. by thofe various controverfies 
and out-breakings of error then in the church, with fuch heat 
and ^nimofity as followed thereon ; which neceflarily enfor- 
ced all who loved the truth, to be fure and confirmed from 
the text and letter itfelf. 4. By that neceffity the church 

' was then put to, on the furtheft enquiry, and certainty of 
what was truely canonical from the up-breaking of fome 
counterfeit books, as a fpe.cial engine of the devil to darken 
the tri^th, fuch as the a5fs of P^///, the epiftle of Barnabas, and 
revelation of Peter; But this tended in the bleft providence of 
the Lord to its further clearing; being thus after an exad^eft 
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trial exau£iorated by confeat of all the churches of Chrift, 
and what was truely canonic, morp known. 5. By that re- 
markaWe providence, for the church's confirming, of the 
continuance fo long of John the evangcUft after the reft of 
the apoftles, to fbme more than an 100 years, after the birth 
of Chrift, as Irenaeus {hews lib. 2. pag£ 192. with other an- 
cient writers, whofe work was peculiarly given him of the 
Lord, to fhut up and feal the canon of the whole Scripture; 
and then lived, when he could perufe and atteft the whole books 
of the New Teftament, and difference them from any coun- . 
terfeit writings, that thus the canon of the New Teftament 
might be unanfwerably cleared by apoftolic authority; which 
Eufebius exprefsly fliews alfo from the tcftimony of the 
moft famous writers of thofe times, how, on the earneft de- 
fire of the Afiatic churches, the whole of the New Teftament 
was confirmed by the atteftation of John thereto. 6. By 
that Angular advantage, in the couafel of the Lord, for pre- 
ferving his truth, that the doftrine of the gofpel by the apof-' 
ties and evangelifts, was delivered over, not only in writ, but 
in fuch a form of found words for the church to keep clofe 
by, as left no liberty for after-times in the leaft to alter the 
fame. 7. From the Chriftian church being fo abfolutely 
founded in the whole, both of faith and praftice on the Ntiw 
Teftament, as well as the Qld; fo as, with the firft fpreading 
of the churches of Chrift among the Gentiles, it may be feen, 
the fame ufe, and continued improvement of thofe records, 
was as neceffarily requ^ed to know the certainty thereof, as 
Britain or any qther kingdom can have of thofe fundamental 
ftatutes, and laws, on which the very ftanding and fafety of 
the nation moft leans: for tho' the validity, or fure convey of 
fome private record might poflibly come under debate, where 
there is not evidence enough to demonftrate the contrary; 
could atiy judge, or have the leaft hefitation thereanent, that 
the ifle of Britain, or the German empire, ' were not to the 
furtheft fecure anent the certainty of thofe ftatutes and 
f^curities, witli which their greateft intereft and property. 
i§ in 51 manner incorporate, and indiflblubly conjoined, 
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fo as not to know from one age to another the undoubt- 
ed truth and authotity thereof, when fuch conftant and 
continued ufe in application of thofe in the Whole concerns 
of the nation, is fo undeniable? 8. By that providence, in 
direfting thofe divine records, and deUvering them over to 
the church, not as a public rnonument to be kept only, but 
for each private Chriilian's ufe and comfort, whereon they 
muft live and feed in tlicir journey through time; fo as it 
may be truely faid, not particular churches alone, but that ^ 
innumerable company of Chriftians difperfed through the 
world in thofe firft times, were the common library of thofe 
blefled records^ though with the firft planting of fome of the 
churches, fome part thereof could not be fo foon fpread a- 
mongft them as the reft, being the laft of canonic Scripture 
written-, which occafioned fome queftioning at firft by a few, 
until its authority was more fully known ^nd receive4. 9. 
By thofe many commentaries and other works on the Scrip- 
ture, fo near to the firft times of the gofpel, which were then 
publicly fpread, and frequent* citations of moft of the New 
Teftament, as it may be clear they had the very fame Scrip- 
ture, and knew no other than we have now. 10. By thofe 
various tfanflations alfo in^diverfe languarges, which were fo 
early fpread, as the Syriack not without ground judged to be 
in the very firft century; the ancient Latin, which was^ong 
before Hierom's tranflation, yea, neai^ alfo with the firft age, 
as may be evident from our church-hiftories, with other tranf- 
lations, fuch as the Arabic, that though with fome fmall dif- 
ferences, yet in fubftance retains the whok of the Chriftian 
doftrine. 

SeSl. 23. What hath in after-ages. fee med to be the great- 
eft lofs to the church, and much rcgreted by many, that fo 
great a want now is of fome clear and particular account 
from the hiftories of that time, of the lives and aftings of 
the apoftles after their difpcrfirig through the world, and of 
the planting of particular churches; fhould, if ferioufly con- 
iidtred, tend much more to our further confirming in the 
truth, where all may fee fo convincing a providence from th^ 
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LORD, to prevent after-times laying that weight on example 
or pra£lice of the primitive faints, which alone muft be on 
the Scripture itfclf, whereto (as it is too obvious) they Have 
been fo eagerly prone: The God of truth thus forefeeing, 
what need there was for the church in following agc^ to be 
kept off this rock of following the traditions of men, or leanr 
ing thereon, more than on thofe living oracles of fecred 
truth; that we might know no copy eUe to write after, no 
human authority to compete therewith, but this alone to be 
the rule and ftandard, by which the do£lrilie of the church 
is to be tried, and at whofe bar and decifion it muft ftand. 

SeSI. 24. Yet it is clear irom the fureft records of thofe 
times, with what luftre and advantage the Cbriftian church 
and primitive Chriftians then did appear, who were a partr 
of the firft-fruits of the gofpel amongil the Gdntiles, and a^ 
the fir ft copy taken off that divine original pattern, the Scrip- 
ture itfelf; fuch as walked in finglenefs of heart, and in the 
joy and comfort of the Holy Ghoft, whofe firft love is fo par^ 
ticularjy mentioned, Rev. ii. 3. ^nd as Aegeftppus cited by 
Eufeh. lib. 3. cap. 29. fhews, that unto thofe times, which 
was that of Trajar^s^ the church of Chrift remained a purer 
and uncorrupted virgin : for fuchy as endeavoured to corrupt 
the perfect rule and found preaching of the word, then hid 
themfclves in fomc fecrtA and obfcure place. But though 
fuch particular account thereof be wanting, as hath been 
much wiflied for; yet it is fure, that thofe vifible realities of 
the ancient holinefs ef that time, and what a rare fight then 
tKe Chriftian church was, of an excellent lociety, though in 
the world, yet living much above it, may to this day be on 
clcarcft grounds demonftrable. . i. In that primitive zetl and 
fervour that was for the fpreading of the kingdom of Chrift 
through the darbworld^ and at what a rate thofe, whom the 
Lord called forth on fuch fervice, did adventure in the tnoft 
rude and favage parts, with no vifible encouragement, no in- 
citements, but the fervice of fuch a mafter, which they more 
valued than any trade the merchants of the earth have, for 
gold and Clver;. fo as it is convincingly tranfmitted, what 3 
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viftory fuch then had over the fldh, with the world and feil- 
fual pleafures thereof; and how thofe, who got the firft trial 
c^f the gofpel, found it affuredly to be a matter of fubftance 
and truth, and no fhadow; and put this feal thereto. 2. It 
is known Vhat fuch .then were, in a Angular ufefulnefs and 
iargenefs of heart, for the intereft of others; fo as even the 
corrupt world could not but fee thofe were the common 
good and blefling of mankind, whom they did thus perfecute; 
as both Tertul. ApoL page 83. and Eufihius out of Dionvftusy 
lib. 7. cap. 17. do at large witnefs, " How convincingly the 
" primitive Chriftians did appear, not only in the exercifes 
" of holinefs and fervent worfhipping God, biit in thofe duties 
** of humanity and fympathy with others, yea, not amongft 
« themfelvcs alone, but toward the Heathen/alfo, in owning 
" the afflicSied v/ith their help, regarding the fick and diftreft ; 
** not fearing at thofe difeafes which were moft loathfome 
^* and Contagious, without refpeft to their own hazard there- 
" in, from the love of Ghrift." 3.* We may know from the 
whole conferit of the hiftorles of that time*, what choice and 
excellent pcrfons, many of the ancient Eremites were, who, 
under thofe bloody perfecutions in the firft and fecond cen- 
turies, when jhey thus were enforced to retire, did fequefter 
themfelves from the world, for the e^sercifes of godlinefs, and 
fearching out of the myfteries of the kingdom of God from' 
the Scriptures; yea, how far they were from that way, or 
following fuch unwarranted afts of mortification and-abfti- 
nence, as the legends of the Romifh church did iri after-times 
admire and cry up; and hath been an efFeftfial engine of the 
Devil, to bring the truth of holinefs, and what was unquef- 
tionaWy obvious thereanent, in the firft times under difcredit. 
It is true, they were not of one rank, as the moft ecclefiaftic 
writers fhew, fome keeping together more in focieties who 
were indeed feminaries for the fervice of the church, amidft 
the fharp perfecutions which then were; others have been 
more abftra6i: and retired in their living alone; yet this ac- 
count is moft certainly tranfmitted, even of fuch, how labo- 
rious they were in their duty, not idle, or laying themfelves* 
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afidc frorn being i^feful to others, even to the n^eaneft, where 
they had accefs: Of the.firft fort, we find a long Continuance 
in the church, as it evidently appears, with whom Epipha- 
nius from his youth was brought up, and.glves a moft ho- 
nourable account of them in his wortsj and Ruj/inus YAi,.2i 
cap. 8. iliews his vifiting of thofe in Egypt, and vsrhat excel- 
lent perfons they were, even in that time. 4. We may fo^j 
with what luftre of the truth, of hoHnef&'and fimplicity;Q£ 
the gofpel, is the remembrance of thofe, ii^ho then were cal- 
led Culdees infeveral places of Scotlmdyixoxo>x\i^ix being fuch 
afliduous worfliippers of God, to this very 6sxf trjanfmitted 
by the moft fure and ancient records we haVe of that, time, 
who, as Buchanan fiiews in his Chro^kUy came into the coun- 
try in Diocleftan!s timcj being then enforced to flee to thefe 
north-places from the violence of that perfecutiony ,and, by, 
a remarkable providence,: thus determined for fpreading of 
the gofpel there, whofe work was not only convincing in the- 
fecret exercifes of holinefs, but in putjlic preaching did '.lay 
forth themfelvesi for ^^ringing in the people, fp favage anjd 
barbarous then, to the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, and for 
fome ages afteir had a vifible fucceffion of dtheis, who follow- 
ed them in this bleiTed work, for whom thpfe tlmfes had fuch 
veneration^ afe their celkwere afterwards turned iiito ;churi:h- 
es and bear to this day their nameS) who then were among 
the fir ft publifhers of the gofpel. 5. It iis fure alfo,' that fuch 
vifible realities of the ftate of the churches of Chrift then^ 
tranfmitted even to this day^ as all may fee> what an iijnu- 
merable companyj in thefe times^ loved not their life to the 
death, but choofed the grcateft of torments for Jefus Chrift 
and his truth, as the Martyrologies of th^. pbutch do clearly 
witnefs", and thus, what fervency of love, fi^bduednefs to the 
flefh and the world, with the, lively hope and a/Turance of 
that glory to come, did fhine forth; thC truth of which mar- 
vellous eiFe<3:s, muft convincingly witnefs both the reality of 
the caufe, and the excellency thereof. 

Vol. II. Cc 
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CHAP. II. 



SeSl. I. THAT great event and revolution of providence, 
when the fet time was come for giving reft to the churches, 
after fuch fore and continued fufFerings, was fuch, as no fe- 
tious ohferver, but even at this day, may fee, as it were, in 
fome manner prefent, the very immediate finger and app^ear- 
ance there of God. i. In calling for one, frotn fo remote 
a corner as Britain, where ConJIantine then was, to ferve his 
counfel, in breaking that formidable power of the Heathen 
empire, when Maxeraius the fon of Maximinianus Herculeus^ 
a horrid flagitious perfon, and avowed adverfary to the Chrif- 
tians, was by the Roman legions fet up. 2. In that remark- 
able providence of Maxentius^s being drawn forth without 
the gates of Rome with his forces j yea enforced, in his fly- 
ing, to take that very fame bridge for pafling over the river, 
which of purpofe was contrived to enfnare ConJIantine and 
his army, and fo joined and linked together for that end, 
which then fell affunder, as foon as he and his army had taken, 
the fame, where himfelf, with the chief of his followers funk 
down, and plunged like ftones in the river 5 a verifying of 
truth which the Chriftian church then was made to obferve, 
** That the wicked^ are fnared in the ^work of their own 
«< hands;" yea, on fuCh an account, to fing the fong of Mofes 
at the Red-fea^ how the horfe and his rider he had thrown in 
the fea, as Eufeb* and Socrates, the firft of whom lived in the 
-prefent time, exprefsly witnefs, wherein they have the con- 
currence of all our church-hiftories. 3. Though it is on no 
mirades, or extraordinary providences, we lean, or muft lay 
any ftrefs, ancnt the truth of Chriftianity, who have the Scrip- 
ture of God in the Old and New Teftahient to found on; 
yet fince it is unqueftionable duty to obferve the great works 
of the Lord, and to make a diligent fearch therein; we muft 
alfo confider that extraordinary and miraculous appearance 
to ConJIantine and his army, which they had a vifion of in 
the heavens in the. noon-day, before their engaging with 
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Maxentius^ of a pillar of light, in fome form of a crofs, wi^ 
thefe words moft legible in Greek about the fame, r» TOTTt» ^%m^ 
Socrates yY\\)> i. cap. i 'Eufeb^ lib. 22. cap. 24. about which 
being much troubled to know the meaning of fo ftupenddus 
a providence, he was that night by an audible voice in his 
fleep, (hewed, that he (hould caufe that figure, which was 
jfhewed to him and his army, to be put forth in his banner 
to the view of his enemies; a relation indeed fttange and 
aftonifliing, but with that advantage of cleareft evidence, 
though by human record tranfmitted to after-ages, as cotild 
almoft be fought ^or the furtheft moral certainty of any mat- 
ter of faft, and maty caufe this take deeper impreflion on our 
fpirits, even in this prefent time, if we ferioufly confider, i. 
That the, account hereof {which by no party within the 
' church then, or in after- times was called in queftion) was in 
a folemn addrefs after prayer, by the emperor to God, for 
revealing of himfelf to him, when he was doubtful and foli- 
citous, to know the true objeft of his adoration, being then 
no Chriftian, though he had fome refpefts to that way^ from 
his father Conflantine^s counfel to him on his death-bed, 2. 
That this extraordinary appearance of the Lopd, in the calling 
and the converfion of the firft Chriftian emperor, hath fo ob- 
vious a congruity to the firft calling in fuch a mannelr alfo, % 
of the great apoftle of the Gentiles, the one by an audible 
voice, with a great light at noon-day, the other by fuch a ftu- 
pendous vifion and brightnefs therewith about the fame time, 
the one thus cfalled- to go fordi and bring in the nations by 
the word of the gofpel, the other to appear and zGt by the 
fword agairift the heathen adverfary j yea, to bring the firft 
Chriftian ftaridard to the field, as a trophy of the Mediator's 
conqueft over them. 3. It is clear, how no advantage thus 
the Romiih churph can have, for that idolatrous abufe in a-< 
doring tht fign of the crofs^ this being an'extraordinary provi- 
dence af fuch an exigence, exprefsly direfted \f} the Lord to 
(hew Conjlantine and his army, they were now called to a£fc 
for the Chriftian intereftj and an undoubted miracle from 
heaven, to confirm before their eyes what they were fo hefi- 
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tatirtg dhotxt as to the tnith of Chriftianity ; yea, by fiich an 
hand- writing in the very heaven, to (hew unto men, that the 
Heathen empire of Rome was then weighed, and at a clofc, 
aftd the time tiow come, of Jefus Chrift's making himfelf 
known to the world 4n another manner than by fufltrings, 
and taking the fields^ in a warlike pofture, with garments rol- 
led in blood, againft his greateft adverfaries. Nor was it 
then thefign of the crofs^ but a fight fomfewhat like it,' and 
after that fafliion, as the hiftories do clearly witnefs; and 
rather a character of Chrift's name," ias hath been tranfmitted 
in the ancient coins of Cvnjlantinej and other Chriftian em- 
perors, in that form, as it is a mark of the name of Chrift, 
with the words Iv VoW^^ v/«a, iri hoc Iho vincey viz. in Chriji ye 
Jhall overcome, 4. The vifion was not to Conjlantine alone, 
but at the noon-day to his whole army, \!irhich Socrat€s fhews, 
lib. I. cap. I. did fo amaze the emperor, as miftrufting his 
own fight, he demanded of them that were prefent, if they 
faw not the fame, which, when alt were enforced to confefs, 
and we|*e fure thereof, his mind was then fettled thereanent. 
5. We have Eufcbius, who lived in the very time, making 
this public, whilft many were then alive, who were eye -wit- 
nefles thereto, and fo famous in thofe days, as no pafTage 
could have been more known, and eafily contradifted, if it 
could have cpme under queftion, whilft the Heathens did not 
then ceafe by all eflays to difcredit the Chriftian caufe;. yea, 
we find him folemnly declare, that ere he wrote the fame, he 
had it alfo by oath attefted frcftn that good emperor : And it 
is known what refpe£^s both Hierom and Bafilius, with others 
of the ancients do witnefs for this Eufebius, as a learned and 
godly man, though fome few paflages of his hiftory, which 
were more remote from the time he lived, feem to have been 
taken with too much credit from others. He was amftant at 
the Nicene council in condemning Arius, tho' by fome mif- 
taken, as if he had favoured and owned his way, there being 
then another Eufebius bifhbp of Nicomedia, who in that 
very time was an avowed patron of Arianifiti, and moft dif- 
ferent from this Eufebius Pamjhilus of Cefarea. 6. This 
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alfo we have tranfmitted, for the certainty of it in that time, 
not only by hiftory, but by thofe ancient medals and coins, 
fome of which, I doubt not, but are yet kept to this day; and 
Sacrates fhews, how more than an hundred years after, in his 
time, that that banner was ftill kept in Conflantine's palace. 
And is it not alfo convincing, how the truth thereof, with 
the fetting up of that ftandard was then publiflied in the 
Roman army, whilft Conftantine might have feared fome di- 
viding thus, and falling off of many to the adverfary, before 
the battle, by his fo early declaring himfelf a Chriftian, and 
to provoke Lucinius, with whom he was then joined in affi- 
nity, a known adverfary to the Chriftians, if fo great a mir- 
acle had not been thus public and notour, beyond the poffibi- 
lity of debate ? 

5^^. d. Upon this marvellous change, which was in the 
' ftate of the church, and ceafing of oiUward pcrfccution, we 
may have this difcovery of the truth and tendernefs of the 
Lord for his people in that Ihort refpite and breathing they 
then got, that this filence in heaven fliould be but as for 
half an hour. Rev. viii. 1 . and a lucid internal, only to draw 
their breath a little before a new trial, i. To prevent a 
further ruin, which an outward peace and enjbyment of 
the world, was like to caufe in the very power and vital 
part of Chriftianity ; for it may be aftoniihing to confider, 
what ground was thus loft in thofe few years of the church's 
reft, both as to the life and purity of religion, which under 
her greateft wreftlings before had been remarkably gained. 
2. To irfftrud hereby, that no cefFation the churches of 
Chrift muft look for from war in this militant ftate, the 
church being the party alone with whom the devil wref- 
tleth, and then rageth moft whilft the gofpel begins more 
clearly to (hine forth. 3. That it is not ftill in the fame 
manner this great adverfary will aflault; but when reftrain- 
cd to rage by open pcrfecution, then are the moft remarkably 
trying times of the church to be looked for ; yea, fome mora 
fearching trials than before, as congruoufly fuited to the con- 
dition of fuch a tinie. 
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S^/?. 3. When once the churches were at reft, we fee the 
inbreaking of that flood of Arianifm hath its feafon, and ad- 
yantage to afTault the truth; yea, in a fliort time fo prodigi- 
oufly to fpread, and over-run the Chriftian world, as it feem- 
ed to carry all before it; an aflTauk that ftruck not at the 
iippermoft boughs, but at the very root and being of Chrifti- 
anity : but then alfo may be feen the truth's advantage, and 
the Lord's own immediate appearing under fuch a trial, u 
In renting the vail of many, to bring them to the open view 
in this dreadful apoftafy, who had hot received the truth in 
love, and might, in the dark have traded more to the church's 
prejudice, than they could after this difcovery; yea, how 
herein the earth was made to help the woman, fuch as only 
in appearance had owned fome profeflion of the gofpel, to 
drink in this flood. 2. In bringing thus forth th^t famous 
counfel of Nice, where were gathered moft of the grave and 
godly miniftets in that time, through all the churches both 
in the eaftern and weftern parts, who had then fpecial advan- 
tage for a more public teftimony, and ftrengthening of the 
church thereby, in that greateft foundation-truth of the God- 
head of Chrift. 3. Thus did the Lord convincingly witnefs, 
though it was in another form by this trial, than what was 
formerly fronf heathens, how one and the fame fpirit a£^ed 
in both, fo as the cruelty and violence of this party of the 
Arians againft the orthodox Chriftians, both in Egypt, and 
amongft the vandals in Africa; was almoft the fame length, 
where they could have advantage of the old adverfary the 
heathens. 4. It is known^ how marvelloufly the Lord did. 
then own and follow with a bleflTmg the witnefs of a few un- 
der this trial, in contending for tlie truth, to the church's 
being kept alive; fuch as Atbanafius; when that impetuous 
torrent of apoftafy feemed to over-run all, and was matter of 
aftoniihment, to fee in how fliort a time, much of the Chrifr 
tiaa world was turned Arian; but the greater the confli£l 
was, the more difcernibly might the truth's overcoming be 
feen, which muft ftill outlive falfehood; yea, the Lord's cal- 
ling forth fome witneflTes then, with much of his prefence 
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and spirit to ftand and withftand at fuch a time, was not 
more obvious, than thofe extraordinary providences of their 
prefervation, when oft like to be fwallowed up by the adver- 
fary, as hiftories of that time give a particular account of in 
the life of Athanafius. 

^Se^, 4. That amazing ftroke of judgment on Arius himfelf, 
the firft leader of this party, is attefted by the concurrence of 
all our church's records, with this account thereof, that being 
called before Conjlantiney who was then at Conjiantinople^ to 
retrad his former tenets; and fubfcribe to the council of Nice, 
he not only yielded thereto, but with an oath declared his 
believing of what he fubfcribed, whilft in the very time he 
had another paper of his own with him, in which he had 
writtten and fubfcribed his own tenets j but coming forth to 
the city in much pomp with many of his followers, who then 
waited on him, as he came near Conjlantini s market, which 
was about the middle of the city, where ftood a pillar of red 
marble, a fudden horror fell upon his confcience upon what 
he had done, and withal feeling a tendency to fome flux, was 
enforced to get into acommon^jacks near that place, where 
he was taken with a faintnefs, and together with his excre- 
ments voided his guts; a great ftream of blood following, 
the (lender and fmall bowels not only falling out, but blood, 
together with the fpleen and liver, fo as he there prefently 
died in this dreadful manner, and thofe jacks do fome of the 
writers of the time relate, were ftill to be feen then, behind 
Conjlantinis market in the pork-fhambles; and how paffen- 
gers in their going by, did ufe to point at this place in re- 
membrance of the miferable end of that wretched man : the 
report whereof was not only fpread through the whole city, 
but (quickly through much of the world, caufing mighty ter- 
ror and amazement on his confederates that followed him. 
The emperor by this means cleaved more to the Nicene 
creed, faying, It was now vifibly ratified by fuch an extraor- 
dinary teftimony of God thereto, and much rejoiced in it. 
Thus Socrates fets it particularly down, with moft of our 
church-writers, and is a paflage (though at this diftance ^i 
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time) fliould be ftill afFefting and remarkable., whcri fo evi^ 
dent. I. How it was in the open view, and moft confpicu^ 
ous city then in the earth, in fuch a manner as could admit 
no poflible concealment, or contradifting thereto by hi*s fol- 
lowers, fo that thus in the providence of God, the report 
thereof might go as far as the contagion had fpread. 2. Its 
followijtg immediately on fome horror of conCcierice ; and 
though he was not his own executioneir as Judas, yet hath it 
a moft ^ifible rcfemblance to that ftroke of judgment, A£l:s i. 
18. where by the .Holy Ghoft, it is (hewed, That he falling 
headlongy hurjl af under y and his bowels gttjhed _out\ the one who 
under fimulate friendfliip had betrayed the Son of God, the 
other exprefsly denying him, though with fome pretended 
refpefts alfo.' 3. "What hefel Georgius the Arian, that vio- 
lent promoter of this way at Alexandria, is likewife evident 
from the records of that time, "vvho after fuch cruelties exer- 
cifed on the Chriftian church there, purfuing that intereft, 
being then th^ emperor's depute in that place, was pulled 
Ojiit of the church by the Gentiles upon a tumult they made, 
tied to a camel, ai^d thus pulled in pieces, and his body burnt 

' to afbes ; and Valens the Arian emperor, a cruel perfecutor 
of the orthodox (for thofe cruelties by this adverfary dien 
feemed to exceed the Heathens) was in battle againft the 
Goths wounded, and being carried to a houfe near by, it was 
fet on fire by the enemy, where he miferably periihed, whc) 
had but a little before put 98 minifter? in a fliip, and burnt 
them together, for their owning the truth againft Arian- 
ifm, as Socrates who wrote near that age holds forth, lib. 4. ' 

^ cap. 45. 
, SeB, 5. That ftiarp ftorm, though fhort, in thofe times 

' upon the whole Chriftian church, under Julian the apoftate, 
feemed not more ftrange and furprifing, than the convincing 
neceflity thereof, and the Lord's tender refpeft for his people 
might be clear, for getting thus fome new ftrength and luftrc 
after fuch withering and being almoft fpent in the vitals of 
Chriftianity, by that outward peace under Cmjlantine and 
Coti/lantius^ as ftom the cleareft account given of that time 
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wc may fee, i . What tendency to ftrengthen more thaii 
ihake the faith of the faints, this fliarp ftorm of perfecution 
then had. 2. In that difcernible advantage which followed, 

^to unite further thofe amongft themfelves, with the mor^ 
warmings of that ancient love that was wont to be amongft 
them, which through the abounding iniquity of thofe times 
of peace had become more cold. 3. In bringing forth a new 
teftimony to the truth of the gofpel, and of the divinity of 
Chrift, even amidft thofe remarkable cflays had been made 
by the Arians to darken the fame; we have recorded then, 
amongft other inftances, that of Marcus Arethufus, who 
being commanded . to builtf one of the idol-temples he had 
thrown down, and on his refufal prelled to give but for that* 
end fome very fmall thing, to put fome dafti thus on the pro- 
fefllion of Jefus Chrift, he cheerfully underwent the greateft 
of torments, rather than to give but one obolum or farthing 

. for fuch an end. 4. It was here alfo, that confpicuous vic- 
tory our bleffed Redeemer had over this adverfary was 
brought forth in the view of the world, when in that height 

"of contempt againft the Son of God, whilft he was deadly 
wounde^ in battle againft the Perfians, he was made to 
fall by a Pagan adverfary, whofe greateft aim had been to fet 
up Paganifm in his time, and taking his blood whiph then 
guflied out of the wound, in his hand, threw it up in the 
air, with thefe words, Vicijli Galilacy as is fhewed by S^- 
crates^V^» 3. cap. 18. Sozom, 8. cap. 2. Theod, lib. 3. cap. 25. 
SeB, 6. That ft upend ous paflage is iranimitted to us by 
cleareft evidence, from thofe times', of an immediate appear- 
ance from heaven againft Julian's attempt to rebuild the 
tempje at Jerufalem, which, in oppofition to the Chriftiau 
church, he then vigoroufly fet on foot, and for this end, did 
fo far comply with the Jews, as by an edift he gave warrant 
for their fetting about that work^ and to have their facrifices 
. there as in former times; yea, that the charge and expence- 
of the building, fhould be anfwered out of the public trea- 
fure, as Sdzomen \)}o. 5. cap. 21. Sorrat,' lib. 3. cap. 17. do 
at length relate, But I rather here fet down the account by 
Vol. II. D d 
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Ammiamis MarcelHnus, a known heathen writer, In his own 
words, " That Julian the emperor having enjoined the re- 
<« edifying of the Jewilh temple, ^nd ordering all the expencc 
<« thereof from his own treafure, was from heaven enforced , 
' ^ to (top, and give this over, the workers ,who then were fet* 
*^ ting it on foot, being ftruck with flames of fire, breaking 
<< up from the foundation, as they neither could nor durft 
<« more adventure upon it." Ammian Marc, lib. 23. &> 
zomen doth further add, that befide thefe flames, the very 
earth did caft fqrth great ftones, by which many of the work- 
men were deftroyed. The Jews in great multitudes looking 
on with aftoniftunent and confufron of fpirit at fuch a fight; 
fo as Julian upon the certain account he had thereof, was 
ftruck with fome fear, fo as he fully gave over the attempt; 
and adds, if any will but go to Jerufalem they may fee the 
vifible marks of this truth upon that place. Of this paffag^ 
(faith Sozomen) we are all witnefies: for it was not in for- 
mer times, but in this very prefent age it fell out. And rt is 
known, how about the very fame time fire came down from 
heaven, and deftroyed the temple oi Apollo and Daphne^ and 
beat the image of Apollo in pieces, like to the fmalleft powder, 
as Tkeodoret (hews, lib. 3. cap. 9, 10. 

SeB. 7. This memorable paffage doth Ruffinus in his 
church-hiftory ^t down near to that time, of a heathen Phi- 
lofopher in a public difpute at th^ town of Nice with fome' 
Chriftians there, who had a fingular advantage in arguing 
and for fubtile evading the ftrfength of thofe arguments by 
which he was moft ftrained, until one in the meeting, an 
elder then of the church, as the hiftory iltews, being much 
ftirred in fpirit therewith, craved liberty from the meeting 
to reafon a little with this proud difputant; and though his 
truth and ferioufnefs in the way of the Lord was convincing- 
ly known, though with a very fmall jneafure of gifts and 
human learning, it put his friends then to fear, left the Chrif- 
tian caufe might be prejudged in fo public an appearance, 
by his weaknefs; but he ftill prefTmg the fame, and diredl- 
ing himfelf to the advcrfary, began thusy " In the name of 
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♦f Jefus Chrift, I require you jto hear the truth; there i^biiit 
<* one Go(t who made the heavens and the earth, and hath 
♦^ formed man of the duft thereof, with a living and immortal 
f< foul, who, by his word and power accompanying the fame, 
*« did bring forth this whole creation, and fanilifies us by hig 
<^ Spirit 5 and he who is the word, whom we own to be the 
** Son of God, taking compaffion on fallen man hath become 
** man ; was born of a virgin, and by his fufFerings and death 
*^ delivered us from an eternal death; and by his refurreftion 
<^ made fure eternal life, whom we certainly look for again 
"to be the judge of the world. Believeft thou this, O 
** philofopher?" To which, he being (truck with a vifible 
confternation, under the awe and authority of the truth, then 
in fuch fimpligity delivered, was enforced to anfwer, that he 
confefled the fame, and that it was indeed true, to whom 
that holy man did then fpeak, <* If you believe and confefs 
^* the truth of the gofpel, arife and follow me unto the quire 
*« of the church, that you may .receive the badge and cogniz- 
«« ance of this faithiby baptifm;" which he did, and turning 
himfelf to thofe of his own party then prefent, faid, << Whilft 
I had to do with words, and the reafonings of men I could 
oppofe words thereunto; but now, when I find a power, I 
cannot refift following the fame, I could ftand out po longer, 
bilt find that man cannot oppofs himfelf to God." Ruffinus 
Hift. Ecclef. lib. 2. cap. 3. A paflage upon fuch a public 
account, could not eafily then by this ancient writer have 
been publifhed to the world, and the place where it was fo 
particularly circumftantiate, without accefs to the adverfaries 
of that time to have repelled the fame, if any falfehood 
thereins could have been evinced ; and indeed, a convincing 
paiTage for th2 world to know, that it was not by the greateft 
advantage of gifts or human learning, the intereft of the 
gofpel was promoted, but that the Spirit of the Lord, with 
the meaneft inftrument, gains more to the church, than the ' 
furtheft of human eloquence. 

Se3f, 8. It is a grave and weighty paffage although in fome 
ages after, which anfwers well to what goes before, fet down 

Dd^, 
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by Matthias Pari/ienfts in his hiftory, of one SirHon Shurrina 
a doftor of greateft^ note at Paris y about the twelfth century, 
one *of fingular judgment and learning, and for fharpnefs of 
wit, accounted then beyond moft of the time, in clearing 
the moft dark and difficult cafes, fo as he was thronged be- 
yond all the mafters of the univerfity with a great refort to his 
leflbn. One day, when he had moft fubtilly difputed, and 
■strith moft profound and ftrong arguments handled that fub- 
jc£b of the perfons of Ae Trinity, but not having accefs thro' 
time -to follow forth what he intended, {hewed to the audi- 
tory, that the next day he was further to treat thereon : upon 
which the report going, occafioned an extraordinary conflu- 
ence of hearers, who were indeed aftonifhed at his difcourfe, 
and the great account he then gave of extraordinary parts^ 
fo, as upon the clofe, he was prefled by divers there prefent, 
that his difcourfe then might be put in writ, and publiftied 
to the world; wherewith he was fo puft up, as in the dread- 
ful manner of blafphemous infolence, he brake forth thus, 
<* O Jefus Jefus, (though this in a contemptible manner nvas ex- 
f* prejfedj how much have I i-n this queftion confirmed and 
" exalted thy laws! but if I pleafe to oppofe my felf thereunto, 
5* I know, how with ftronger arguments, as much to weaken 
** and deprefs the fame:" Which no fooner fpoken, than he 
was prefently ftruck dumb, that for the time he could 
fpeak no more; and not only thus, but became a moft no- 
tour idiot, fo as he could neither read, nor know what was 
fpoken to him in any rational way, and became as public an 
objefl: of derifion, as he had before been almoft of men's 
adoration. This is at length by that hiftorian fet down Matth. 
Par, Chron. 121. p. 198. withthefe two convincing remarks 
alfo, which are there held forth; i. That at this time fchool- 
theology wholly was turned to be a matter of wit, and fubtile 
difputing, for oftentatiion, but not to edify; tvhilft by fuch a 
ilupendous providence and in fo public a place, the Lord put 
fuch a mark on one who was of greateft repute then in that 
way. . The fecond doth (hew fome efFefts it had upon many 
(cholars in that age, not only to enforce a conviftion oi the 
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tnith of Chriftian religion, but to fupprefs the arrogance 
arid infolent boaftings, which in many then was too difcem- 
ibie, as if the do£krine of the Scripture ftood or fell by their 
reafonings. 

^eB. 9. We may fee a moft convincing appearance of the 
Lord, recorded by our ecclefiaftic writers, for TheodoEus 
that good emperor, who, after Julian, was given as a blef- 
fing then to the church 5 how, in his war^gainft the tyrant 
Eugenius, with whom Arbogaftus, the chief leader of his 
forces, had confpired againft Valentinian the fecond, and 
caufed ftrangle him in his bed; being fore itraitened in 
fight, and like* to fuccumb, did then before his army turn 
himfelf to God by prayer for fome evidence of his prefent 
help; whereupon fuch a mighty tempeft of wind was fent^ 
and blew fo vehemently in the face of Eugenius' army, as 
their darts were ranverfed, and turned back by the violence of 
the wind, in their own faces, and the enemy broke, and Eu- 
genius being hardly purfued, fled in to the emperor himfelf, 
falling down on his knees for relief; but fuch was the hot 
and eager purfuit of the foldiers, as he was inftantly killed, 
and Arbogaftus flew himfelf. This Socrates fets down, lib. 
5. cap. 23. Of which miraculous appearance of the Lord, 
the poet Claudian hath thefe verfes. 

O n'trmum dileEie Deo! cm fundit ah antris 

^olus armatas acicsj cut militat aether 

Et conjurati veniunt ad claffica ventu 
In which paflage we, may fee, what remarkable diff*erenc^, 
by the immediate appearance of God, for confirming his 
truth, was made obvious to the world, betwixt a Theodofius 
and a Julian. 

SeB» 10, We fee in this time of the church's renewed 
calm and peace, after Julian's being taken out of the way, 
thofe fore inteftine troubles and conflifts which then brake 
up : yeai the depths of Satan in his working by a fpirit of er- 
ror fome further length than before, not only by the Arian 
party, in denying the Deity of our blefled Lord) but by thofe 
dreadful tenets of Pelagianifm, which then began to appear 
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in oppofing his grace, merit and fatisfadlion, and a poifon 
that c^d more fubtilly difFufe' itCelf through the vital parts of 
rfie church. We may convincingly fee alfp, that (pecial ten- 
der care of the church's head over her, and for fecuring hi* 
truth in fuch cloudy times;, i. By raifing up tlicn thofe ex- 
cellent lights, with gifts and endowments fuitable to the fer- 
vice of the time, for contending againft thofe adverfaries, 
fuch as Auguftine, ^Hierom, BafiUus Magnus, Profper, and 
Gregory Nazianzen, as we may fee clear from our church- 
hiftories; yea, whilft in after-ages this horrid poifon of Pela- 
gianifm was coutinued, we find a Bradwardine that great 
light then raifed up. a. It was alio obvious fer the church's 
confipning, how. this fad declining from the truth and cor- 
ruption indo£t:rine, aud a declining in the practice and pow- 
er thereof, did not only break up, but had their growth and 
advance together, fo as each ferious obferver might fee 
whence thofe errors had their true rife and ftrength. 3. But 
the truth then had that advantage, that the fpirit of error, 
breaking thus up, and making fuch formidable approaches, 
was not more difcernible, than its being exprefsly foretold by 
the Holy Ghoft in the word, That fuch a departing from the 
Jaith^ and giving heed to feducing fpirit s^ was to be looked for 
in. thofe times, i Tim. iv. j. and fuch a triil was to follow 
the church under the New Tcfl^ment, of grievous nvolves en- 
tering^ who fJjould not fpare the flock ^ yea, come that length 
in falling off from the truth, as to d£ny the Lord that bought 
them* 

SeB. II. It is rtioft remarkable and confirming, what we 
fee in the ftate of the Jews after their difperfion, now in the 
times of the gofpel, how this people, who would not em- 
brace the true Meifiahs Jefus Chriil, did fo eafily follow im- 
poftures; and thofe who rejected the Meffiahs in his bleffed 
offer to favc, were in judgment after, yea often delivered over 
to embrace a counterfeit Meffiahs to their own deftrudion; ^ 
fo as,, from fome of their own writers, yea the mod famous 
hiftories of the church in former times, it is moft evident, 
the greateft ftrokes have followed that people fincc die de- 
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ftru41ion of Jerufalem and the temple, have been this way 
which in thefe inftanccs we may fee; i.Undcp- Adrian's 
reign, whilft they could not evitc the convi£lion, that the 
time of tlie Meffiahs' coming, if it was not paft, could not 
but be inftantly near, fo ^s upon the leaft falfe appearance 
they wete prone to be ftirred : Wc find that cgregioxis-im- 
poftor enctbraped by, them, whom they call Bar Cv/bahy irom 
that veneration they had then to htm, and that this was the 
ftar fhouU arife from Jacob, Numb- jsjiitiv, 14, and whom 
they followed to their own ruin in greateft multitudes, fo as 
it is almoft incredible the account that both pur ancient and 
modern writers give of tliat flaughter, which thereon follow- 
ed by the Romans, to have, been no lefis thannaany mijUons 
of that deplorably wretched people; yea^ how the blood of 
the flain was fo great, as rua like rivers in thofc places, Jufi, 
Mart. EufiA* hb. 4. cap* 6. Buxtorf, Syn^ Jud. cap. 36. Carson 
lib, 3. Cl^'onic, 2. We have that memorabic pafiagc to wit- 
nefs this Tilfo, of their Mbfcs Creten£is, one who apipearedf 
amongil .them aboat the third century, grvrrrg out, that he 
was fent to take them through the fea to their own land, as 
of old Ifrzicl was under Mofcs' leading, and for a year toge- 
ther, made it his work through the towns of that iflaiid of 
Crete^ where he moft appeared, to pexfuade them hereof^ 
that they fliould quit their ^cftates and poffeflions, to follow 
him, giving greateft aflurances that they ihould be carried. 
£afe, and without wetting the fok of their foot through the 
fea, for which he fet them a day to accompliih this; where- 
upon that poor people, eager and confident herein, came with 
their wives and children in great multitudes to a rock handl- 
ing above the fea^ whom he there exhorted to go forward, and 
that without fear they might forthwitli throw thcmfelves in 
the fea; which delufion they were under, was fo (Irong, a* 
divers leapt down, and were inftantly fwallowed up, and 
periflied in that depth. Whereupon the multitude feeing he 
was but an impoftor, turned thcmfelves in rage to look for 
this their leader, but be was gone, having inftantly difappear- 
td, and was found to \>z the Devil in human ihapc, 4is S&crain 

It 
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Kb. 7, cap. 37. with other ^e^eft writers relates. .3. It ia 
known that paflage of David. ~ El David, whom the Jew« in 
Perfia, and thofe adjacent places then followed, as their 
Mcfliahs in the twelfth century, which their own writers do 
not in the leaft.dcny, and diat ftrong perfuafion they had 
thereof, as made them gather every A^ere and flock with 
him; yea, to oppofe themfelves to the Periian power, from 
the confidence they had in this their deliverer, till they were 
broken and fcattered, this impbftor taken, and his head ftruck 
off by 4;he king of Perfia's order, and the Jew$ at laft enforced 
to redeem their own lives with a great fum of nmney. 

Sei?. 1 2. We may fee of what ihort continuance (bme of 
the choiceft emperors for piety and zeal, in owning the triith 
then was, thus the Lord difpofing as more congruous to the 
church's condition under the New .Teftament, that their fa- 
vourable blinks and breathings ihould be of a fliort time, as 
is evident in that inftance of Jovinian, that excellent man, 
who was next after Julian, yet lived not out eight months/ 
Marcian the emperor, who reigned not fully feven years, but 
left behind him a great grief to the hearts of all the godly in 
that time, that fo choice a prince had fo fhort a reign; like- 
wife Valeatinian the firft, who fucceeded Jovinianus, whofe 
reign, though fome longer than thofe, was but thirteen years, 
in whom was accomplifhed remarkably that truth, thatfuch 
as honour God, he will honour, yea, even in this life; Valen- 
rinian having for Chrift's fake loft, his office in Julian's court, 
and being degraded from any honour there, who a little after 
was advanced to the empire. ' ' 

Se^, I3« In thofe fad declining times from tlie truth of 
the gofpel, and that dark night of Atich'riftianifm entering 
upon the church, we may fee the fpecial providence of the 
Lord in behalf of the Scriptures, that the whole canon of 
both the Old and New Teftament, had been fo publicly own- 
ed and received by all parties, both in the eaftern and weftem 
churches, with that univerfal difperfing of copies, even from 
the firft times through all thofe following ages, and in the 
moft remote places of the earth, as put it beyond poffiblc 
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Teach for deprivlrig ot tejeding the atithdt4tf A«eef; f^^ 
hew in tKi fixth cerrtiiry, by the council of "rclcdo, the teve* 
lation of John was fo folemnly declared to bd datiOnic Scrip-' 
tute^ and that none (hotitd dare to qtieftton this) that as the 
Jews have been enforced by the bleft difpo&l of God^ to own- 
their aflfent, and fubjefting to thefe records of the Old Tef- 
tament, by which they are fo eonvindlttgly judged. Ttwid^ 
aJfo we may fee, by the no kfe marvellous pfovidence of 
GOD, the whole of the New Teftanienf kept md owned by 
the Romifti church, yea^ under ail inirinciiW^ neceflity, for 
iome prefefled veneration thereto, by which Aiktichrift is fo 
dearly revealed and made kiiown, and the fure founding of 
the Protcftant faith, with the greateft falnefs of eyiden*^ 
made clear, a* they are now ^rced to gnaw^heir tongue witJl 
pain, to fee by the clear fliiriirtg of this Kght, their kingdom* 
fo vifiWy darkened, which then they could not but fee, eveft 
with the firft revealing of that man of fin; and when popery 
had got to the throne, there was then no help left^ but to 
fliut up thefe fountains from the world- s ordinary converfe 
therewith, i. By reafon of the independency of the Greek 
churches then upon their power, where tRe Chrifttan faith . 
Was ftill owned and adhered to with fbme more purity, and 
thus the pTcferving of the Scripture, and the whole of th€ 
New Teftament, beyond their pofiibie reach to get corrupted. 
2. That ftill in thofe darkeft times, whilft the Romiih in-* 
tereft was at its greateft height, the moft knowing and learn- 
ed, who were at greateft advantage to obviate any fuch defign^ 
and had moft familiar converfe with the Scripture, may be 
clearly fecn, were fuch as kept.furtheft from the corruption9 
of the Romifti church, and appeared againft the fame. 3, 
This alfo (though in judgment to them) was remarkably fub- 
fervient to this end,, that corrupt application, which their 
own greateft writers and fchool men made of the Scripture, 
for accommodating it to their intereft and defign, having 
cftabliftied the conclufion before the premlus, tht^ir greateft 
work then was, to have the \^Titten word fuitcd to their way^ 
and to oppofe the trutu againft itfelf*, which yet by a fu-* 
Vol. U. E 6 
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preme over-rullfig hand tend^ to their public owning o£ . 
the text and th^ letter of the word> even by thofe falfe glofles 
they put uponr it. 

Se^. 14. It is known from the graved hiftories of thofe 
times, what amazing figns and prodigies in a n>ore extraor- 
dinary and unufual vv^ay than had ever fprmerly been, did 
then give forewarning to the world of this fatal change, and 
the bringing forth of that grcateft Qionfter of Antichriftian- 
ifm to be near, of which we find the primitive times had 
fuch dread,, as put many to pray pro mora^ finis^ upon that 
fad miftake, that they judged the coming of Antichrift fiiould 
be near to th^ clofe of time, becaufe they knew his final de- 
ftru<9;ion was to be by the brightnefs of the fecond coming 
of Chriftj whilft it might have been as obvious, that the be- 
gun working and breaking up of this myftery, had refpeft ta 
the firft ages of the Chriftian church. Aventin (hews, how 
in Conftantiue's time, when outward profperity began to 
imile, and great revenues were fettled on churchmen, how 
fuch a voice Y^as heard from heaven moft audibly at Romcj 
, Ho^e effufum eft venerium in eccleftam. Avent. lib. 5. Sigehert, 
in Chron, which Plarina^ is enforced alfo to confefsj yea, 
moft writers do all give that account, how from the eighth 
century for feveral ages after, what extraordinary and amaz- 
ing prodigies then were feen, as did aftonifh and afiright the 
minds of moft: the heavens feen many times to burn, the fun 
and moon to lofe their light, the ftars to fall from heavea to 
the earth, moft ftrange and monftrous births, overfpreading 
of many places with fuch fwarras of Jocufts, and thofe of an 
extraordinary form, as deftroyed moft of the ground, great 
inundations, as Aventin, Nauclerus, yea, Baronius in his 
centuries, with the moft hiftories then do all hold forth; fo 
as the moft difcerning men in thofe ages looked forth and 
faw the empire of Antichrift to be certainly beginning, and 
fome remarkable work of judgment then bringing forth pn 
the world. 

Secf. 15. Seeing it is undeniable, the greateft difcovery 
that ever came to men, is- that of the gofpel, and of redemption 
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by Jefus Chrift revealed to im there, a myftery hid and Ihut 
up for fo many ages from moft of the world; and that it is 
fo clear alfo, the greateft contempt of the holy God, that 
men could -witnefs, is the defpifing of fo ineftimable an offer 
of this great falvation ; can it be ftrange that fuch a deliver- 
ing up of men's rcafon and judgment, even to fuch a height 
of ilrong delufion, as Antichriftian popery is, ftould fi^ow 
thereon, which is certainly one of the greateft and moft ftu- 
pendbus ftrokes from the Lord, that ever was inflifted? A 
myftery, which after much hid working under the ground 
for feveral ages, did at laft ripen to its full height, and difco- 
vefy thereof, about the year 607 whilft that vile monftet 
Phocas did then fway the empire. This was the feafon, 
when the Papal power got at laft to the throne,- and- that Bo* 
niface the third, by a particular grant from Phocas the em- 
peror, took to himfelf that title of univerfal bijhop and head cf 
the church; about which thefe remarks may be convincing 
from the hiftories of that time, i. That with vifible de- 
cay and declining of Chrif^ianity, JKJthinthe power and pu- 
rity thereof, did the revealing of the Man of Sin find fo fitv 
and opportune a feafon for this; for it was then the going 
down of the fun, the (hadows waxing ^eat, with a thick and 
palpable darknefs every where overfpreading, fo as it might 
be feen the outward court of the vifible church was given to 
the Gentiles, and Chriftianity almoft loft, as to any public 
appearance thereof. 2. It is remarkable what then followed, 
as one of the firft effefts of that new empire and univerfd 
headjbtp over the church, that it was to bring Chriftianity 
and Paganifm in a conformity to other, and caft that old idol- 
atry of heathen Rome into a new* mould by a public coftfe- 
cration of the Roman Pantheon, that temple which theyNhad 
for all their gods, to be for all-faints, as Platiria himfelf, with 
other Popifh writers, holds forth; and then did ordain that 
feaft of all-faints, which is alUhall(njosy to be kept through 
the whole church. This was the firft application we find 
of that univerfal fupremacy by the Romifli dhutch, with a 
vifible falling fronn the worftiip. of ' the living God to futAa-* 

Eca 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



yp^cd idobtnr> 3. What fiiaqd dreadfol times thofcj then 
were to li\e i% which tihus followed on the Chriftiap world 1 
we find the gr^alj^ft of their own writers with fuch hprror 
^pd ama3eme(\t feized^ , that they know not how to ^^pfeC$ 
it: yea, but ie| ^ny re»d the records of thofe times* t^^n 
pf ^dir QW{).wini^9^ fuqh as Barotu«s in his Annals, PlatiAa, 
^nnp, &c.. for feveral j^ges thtit followed-, 9^ it k, fv^re^ 
they muft read^lfo a continued tragedy of the ft ate of the 
ehriftiati worlds -of blood, tyranny, oppreffion and fa^fj^hood^ 
^hich brake loofe thereupon j yea, a fl^very more than Tur- 
kifli, impofed both op the conftience; and pivil inten^fts of 
jn^, by this pretended popife fupremacy^ 4. It is ftrang^ 
to read what imprelBon was then upon many of the Roniiifh 
church, ^nd fueh as were moft knowing in thofe tinfies, that 
4DCrtainly Antichrift was eome: though of all flrokes from the 
Lordj that of judicial blindnefs may feem moft ftrange, yet 
iBany CQuld not get this hid, how fuch public intru(ion into 
ih^ imperial power, and exalting themfelves abov^ Hii^gsf and 
•en^perors, did fo convincipgly anfwer to what was foretold 
.of the man of fin, and his being revealed, as Azorius the Je- 
€uite, part a, lib. 4. cap. 20. fheweth: This was fo ordinary 
to the Romiih church, as their Popes took upon them to dif- 
pofe of kingdoms, no lefs than of bilhopricks, 5. Thus alfo, 
in the providence of the Lord was that Romifti hierarchy, 
which had fo far fubjeiied the world under it made mani- 
feft, that at qne time this monftrous body might be feen 
^th a triple head, as well as with a triple crown, and three 
P^pes contending to the utmoft, and at war with one another, 
bfth by excommunication and the temporal fwprd, fuch a$ 
Benedift, SyWefter and Gregory, whom Baronius calls a 
three-headed beaft, arifing from the gates of hell; yea, 
whom Plalina calls three wicked monfters. Nor hath after- 
ages been a ftranger to? this, how two Popes at once have fat 
on that throng J a«d thus what a flame the poor blind Anti- 
ehriftian world wa» f Ut into, a^d tent in their adhering to 
the one fide or oth«r. 
.S0&. 16. It wft$ no cafusd ftumbk, but a eonvinpng pro-5 
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viience may be foen thefein, that m the year €54, and in a 
time when moft did not regard the word, or know the judg- 
ment they were under by Script;ure4ight, there iliould be 
fuch a Yifible emblem then of the Romifli (late, in a woman 
Pope, a moft vile, whote getting up to that throne, to head 
their chui^h, as Peter'$ futceflbr. Tbis^or matler of faft, 
thek own writers, yea, fuch m depended moft on the Pope, 
do exprefsly confefe, with fuch particular Qircumftahc^, as 
^w there could be no poffible conciealing thereof, though it 
^je grievous to this day their refie^ing on it, as, i . Her 
bfringing forth a child, and dying ift the birth, whilft fhe 
went In procefljon to the Laterane, betwixt the theati?e and 
St. Clements in a public ftreet, as na witnafs againft this ad* 
verfary, which the Lord woHidnfrt-fiaffer to be hid, but to 
be fet forth to theopi39 view of thfe^i^^orld, to know what a 
monfterthis motheftcik^eh is?, and what tire her children j 
yea, with what f^jcurity ^H^y kan their faith on the decifiott 
of fuch a judge, a- It is known their keeping oflF this ftreet, 
and difliaunting i^ in their proceffions fiace. I know Platina, 
in the relation of this, tows, that it was generally received 
f o be |r.ue, without being more pofitive: But Marianus Sco- 
tus, Petrarch in Chronic, with other ancient writers of great- 
eft repute in the Romifli church, do with the furtheft of evi- 
dence atteftthis, and are cited herein by moft of our mo« 
dcrn hiftories. 

S<f^. 17. It is fo manifeft, as there needs no particular in- 
ftances, but a view of the whole feries of thofc times, to fee 
what a tragic theatre moft of Europe then became, and for 
feveral ages continued, of blood, troubles, and inteftine 
broils, oppreffion by church-men, difpofleffin^ princ/es of 
their temporality, by a pretended fpiritual power, both in 
the empire and in all places, where the Romifh hierarchy did 
ftretch itfelf ; yea that vaft expenoe of blood and treafure, 
by the contrivance of the popifli party, which then followed 
that long continued war to regain the holy land, whilft, 
under that cover, their work lay to gain a further intereft 
Vpon the power of prince? and great men, and for weaken* 
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rng the ftrength of Europe. O what a vifiWc plague was 
this on the Antichriftian world whilft their eyes were fo fhut, 
as they could not fee it ! 

Secf, 18. This fpeeial providence of the LORD for his 
truth in thofe timts, mJiy be moft obfervable, that this greit 
adverfary of Jcfus Chrift fliould be judged not only by the 
Scripture and its light, ^nd thofe convincing providences a- 
gainft them, but by themfelves alfo, and out of their own 
mouth have fo convincing a tcftimony that way, as from 
thofe wrilfcrs of greateft weight araongft them is clear; to 
(hew that dominion which the holy God hath over men* 4 
confcietice, as they find an accufer within their own breaft, 
whofe fehterice and judgthent they cannot poffibly decKne^ 
but doth cxercife its power on them; even whilft it is againft 
them; for it is evident, what account fhijfelcnown friends to 
the Popifli intereft, fuch ;i8 Benno the cardinal, Lutebrand, 
Platina, Bernard, yea Baronius himfelf gives of the Romifti 
church and its hierarchy, as might almoft jiiftify Paganifm 
confidered therewithj and enforced .the world to fee, that ei- 
ther the Scripture is not the word of God, or the Romiih 
churph hath made vifiWe apoftafy from the Chriftian faith, 
and turned Antichriftian; fome particular inftances for this, 
I fhall only offer, i. Of Gregory the great, in his epiftles to 
J^rlaurititts the emperor, what exprefs witneft he there bears 
againft any claim to be univerfal biftiop, where^nto John the 
patriarch of Conftantinople feemed then to afpire, telling 
him, "That by owning fuch'a ftile, it might be known 
** the time of Antichrift was at hand in this imitating Luci- 
** *fer, who not fatisfied with what he pofleffed in commort 
<* with the whole of the angels, would needs feek after a fin- 
" gularity above the reft; and in his writing to this John fiys^ 
*« What wilt thou anfwer to Chrift the true Head of the uni- 
♦^ verfal chiirch, in that day of judgment, feeing that by this 
*« name of univerfal, thou feeks to inthral the members of 
** his body unto thyfelf ?" And again in his writing to the 
emperor thereanent, hath thefe words, *^ Be it far, that your 
^ time fliould be thus defiled with the exaltation of one man, 
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" confider, that Antichrift Ihall call himfelf godi and if ye 
"loot to tlie quality, of that word, uninyerfal^ it confifteth 
*< oiVly of two words; but, if you regard the weight of ini- 
<* quity therein, it is an univerfal enemy: Wherefore I fpcak 
" confidently, that whofoever calleth himfelf,\or defireth to be 
♦' cajled an univerfal bifliop, is in the elation of his niind the 
** fore-runner of Antichrift," This is the teftimony of that 
Gregory, who amongft the greateft of their faints is cano- 
nized, and is fet down i|i his own epiftles Uh. 4. eptfi. 28. 
and 54. yea, is inferted in the decretals of the canon law» 
v^hich Gfregory the thirteenth knew not how to redrefe, 
when he foui^d their lofs thereby. 2. We have this account 
by Melchior Canus, a known Popifh writer, anent their Le- 
gends) that witli lefs integrity and faithfulnefs were they 
written, than the lives of the heathen were writ by their au- 
thors; -and adds, Doknter hoc dko multo a Laertio feverms W- 
tas pbilofophorum fcriptas ejfe^ quam-a Chr'tjlianis vitas Cirtjii^ 
anorum, ' Canus ^ lib, 1 1. cap^ 6. page 533. And it is known 
what Marfiliu« Patavinus is enforced to confefs in his book 
called Defmjor pacis^ that- the clergy of Rome was a den of 
thieves, and the doctrine of the Pope not to be followed,, 
becaufe it leadeth unto eternal death: And how that famous^ 
learned nvs^n, Francifcus Petrarcha writing in the year 1350; 
epiJi.K). thus fpeaks to one of hi» friends, " Let no evil eii- 
" tangle thee, that thou fhouldeft addrefs thyfelf again to 
" thofe princes of darkncfs, to what purpofe wouldeft thou 
•*^ go thither (meaning of Rome) that thou, mighteft fee good 
^* men borne down, and evil men advanced, eagles creeping, 
" and afles flyi'pg, wolves to be free, and lambs to be in 
" bands; finally, Chrift tobe baniflied, and Beelzebub to be 
*' judge." But fuch inftances are fo nunverous, befides fuch 
as Cycrfhom and Clemangius, -who wrote that book, D<? cor^ 
rupto f,atu ecclefta^ as one needs but look through many of 
the known Popiih writers, to have a clear witnefs againft 
Popery. 

&eB, 19. We fee in thofe dark times, when men grew wea- 
ry of the truth, and were fo univerfally carried off from the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fimpiicity of the gofpel, to fabulous traditions of thaexttaer^ 
dinary perfefkion of fome of their faints, and after miracles 
and vificms, how difcetniMy this became their plague and 
judgment, no Icfs than it was (heir choice j. yea tdwhat k 
length, as ever was fcnowti in any time, Satan was then let 
loofe, and had greateft liberty, with fuch a darkening of the 
air by that fmoke which arofe from the bottomlefs pit, as men 
feemed to have wholly loft their way, whilft they choofed a- 
nother guide than the Si^iptute: the heavens fo darkened, 
that they fought another efttry there, than by the blood of the 
everlafting covenant; yea, thought it enough to fecure therai 
from going down to the pit, to have the Pope's pardon, and 
to be about outward penances: yet, even then was the truth 
thus remarkaWy confirmed in the bleffed providence of the 
Xiord, that in thofe moft ftrange and extraordinary things they 
boafted of, all might fee, their being fuited to confirm fuch 
tenets of the Romifli doftrine, which could not poflibly abide 
the teft of the Scripture or its light, nor admit another feal 
of ratification but from the Devil, as the hiftorics of thofc 
times> and their own legends fo clearly fhew, by what means 
purgatory, the mafs, praying for the dead, the condignity of 
works, the ufe of images, the adoration of the virgin Mary, 
&c. firft got credit amongft them, by having that vifible 
feal of figns, and lying wonders appended thereto, by which 
now in the event it is fo difcernible, how thofe may be called 
the doBriftes of devils ^ as they are by flie Spirit of God term- 
ed, 2 Tim. iv. I. not only as they tend to promote his inte- 
reft and kingdom, but fuch wherein his power is no lefs vi- 
goroufly pi^t forth, for getting credit thereto, than it wa^ 
formerly for Paganifm, as in innumerable inftances from 
their own writers may be clear. 

SeB, 20. Whilft thus the Devil vras aloft, and fo vifibly 
let loofe in this great darknefs of Antichriftianifm, we may 
fee the Lord's marvellous appearing for his latent church 
then in fackcloth, for her being kept alive and fed in fuch 
.times, which was no falfe or pretended miracle, but one of 
the great confirmations of the truth of Jefua Cbrift, given 
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\indtr the New Teft^mentj whUft it' is fo clear, no human 
belief br encouragement Was then under their view, her trials 
more fearching and fore, than in the fir ft times, of the gofpel 
. from the Heathens; and their adverfaries fuch for whom 
moft of the Chriftian world feemed to own a profefled vene- 
ration 5 no pofliWe accefs then to embark wiA fuch an af- 
flicted and defpifed party,, as the true worlhippers of God in 
thofe times were, iutatthe rate of being a prey to the world's 
cruelty, and to make fhip-wreck of both credit and comfort 
in their outward ftate: And whilft fuch as had oppofed the 
truth forn^erly, as th^.Arians, NeftorianS, &c* as well as the 
prefent advetfary, with whom they now were enforced to 
tonfiift, what ground they had by greatcft infmuations on 
' the civil power, and could not endure that teft of fuffering 
for their way; yea, no inteieft or advantage from this airth 
had thofe bleffed. witneffes, which clofe adhering to the truth 
in that long and dark night of Antichrift's reign, is even by the 
confeflioii of their adversaries tranfmitted with honour, and 
a fweet and odoriferous fcent to this day. About whom thcfe 
marvellous providences of the' Lord for their feeding and 
fupport, was then moft convincingly evident, i. That they 
had the Old and New Teftament tranflated in their own 
vulgar tongue, which as Reinerus, a Popiih writer, who 
wrote about the twelfth century, fhews, they taught and 
karned fo well, that he hath himfelf feen a country clown 
recite Job word by word, and feveral others who could per- 
feftly deliver the whole of the New Teftament, having then, 
fuch familiar coiwerfe there\^th; thus RUn. de Valdenftbus: 
O how wonderful a teacher is the Spirit of God by the word, 
in times when all other helps fail ! This alfo was a remark- 
able providence for a more fafe preferviijg of the copies of 
the Scripture in fuch dark times, from any poffible accefs to 
get them corrupted. 2. They wanted not then a continued 
fucceffion of minifters amongft them, who had no dependence 
on the Rotnip church, with the exqrcife of church govern- 
tnent, to which in greateft Ciigleriefs and integrity they did 
fubmit; and this fucceffion of minifters ftill kept up, until 
VoL.U. Ff 
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that bleffed raifing of the church after Luthev^ ani 2^i»gfw9' 
appeared, as both Sl^iden znd Thuan do fully clear; and how 
two of thofe were then fent to the German churches, to wit- 
nefs their doftrine was one and the fame with theirs, for 
which ifee Morland^s hiftory of the Waldenfes, 3. How the 
church then, in her latettt and perfecuted ftate> was fed and 
kept alive, this confeiBion of their adverfaries may (hew, 
Aat their holding fail the truth was in, no naked form, but 
by fuch vifib|e realities of holinefs, and the Hfe of religion, as 
did enforce that conridiion on others, they lived on the mar* 
row and power thereof, and did bum as well as fliinc in thofc 
darkeft times, as the fame Retnerus confeffeth, <« That a- 
<< mongft all fefts that had ever been, they were nwxft dan- 
** gerous^ others procured horror by th^ir blafphemies a- 
<* gainft God^ but thofe of the W<xldenfes aild Lyonijls had a 
" great appearance of ^iety, did live uprightly before men, 
•« and put their truft in God in all things, obferved the 
** whole articles of thfe Chriftiin creed, only did blafphemc 
" the church of Kome^ and held it in contempt, wherein 
<« (faith he) they are eafily believed by the people. The 
^^ fame nvknefs doth Jacobus de Riberia bear. That thofe Wa/* 
« denfej being fimple in all things, yet through the excellency 
*« of their learning and doftrine, had fuch weight amongft 
f* the people, and were in fd great honour, that a man would 
** not hurt his enemy, if he (hould meet him in the way ac- 
*< companied with one of thofe heretics, fo as the fafety of all 
« men feemed to confift in their proteftion," thofe are his 
words, Jac* de Riber. in Colle£Iauies de urbe Tholoufts^ holding 
forth that awful regard, which thofe who knew their way and 
familiarly converfed with them, were enforced to have. 4* 
it was alfo in thbfe fore afflidiing times, that the true church 
had this obfervable advantage to fee fome clear continued 
fucceffionof viritneffes to the truth, againft the fame apoftafy 
of the time, ftill kept up ; fo as they could trace the footfteps 
of the faints before them, know where their fathers left, yea 
from one age to another hath ftill been delivered, with fome' 
pure twmfmitting of the fame dofkrine by fome witnefs^ and 
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|mblic appearance of thofe who had gone before, for which 
they then were put to contend. This is no cbnjedural thing; 
but beii4e their own records, is acknowledged alffo by their 
adverfarie^, as the fame Reinerus a known and famous writer 
of the Popifh church (hews,. " That this was one ground 
*« why there was fuch haiiard from them, becaufe they had 
<< continued longer than any fed, foqie fay from the time of 
<« SylvefteTy who was contemporary with Confiantine^ but 
<* others confcfs (cls he faith) from. the time of the apoftles;*' 
which was indeed, undeniable, that the truth and purity there- 
•of was mor« ancient, with fome continued witmefs thereto, 
before their corrupt and fallen church, and that it is furc, 
Chriftianity had gone before An tichriftianifm; but upon this 
ground he wad the; more enforced hereto, that the trij^e WaU 
denfes was no new up-breaking to own the truth, upon Wd^ 
do^s firft appearing at Lyon's y as if the tra<3: and fcent of this 
clear teftimony had been before that, loft and unpcrceivable j 
but was only a more obfervable increafe, and up-breaking in 
thofe places, with a marvellous fpreac^ing thereof, t;o own the 
fame doflbrine, which had been ftillin fome vifible teftimony 
thereto continued. 5. It may be feen in thofe difmal times, 
how the church was then fed alfo by the rod, and had fomd 
part thereof of the fame comforts and allowance, of the pri- 
mitiyc church under Heathens, fo as to gain aud grow, the 
more they were oppreiTed, an advantage tried and known in 
all the times of the New Teftament, how no connexion in 
nature is more fure than this hath been, betwixt the church's 
ttioft difcemible vigour and luftre, yea, hertrueft growth in 
perfecuting times*. And as to the fufFerings of thofe then for 
feveral ages, with the fore and violent affaults they had, and 
the Pope's giving forth indulgences at the fuirtheft rate, and 
remitting all fin to fuch as would come forth, and take the 
crofs on them to extirpatcthis excellent people, whom they 
dreaded more than the Pagans, is at large held forth in the 
Martyrologies of the church. 

Se5f. 21. We fee this obfervable providence of the Lord 
for his truth, by the fore perfecution of the Waldmfes aftcf 
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they had been firft excommunicate by Alextfttder the third af 
Lyons y how their enforced difperfion and fcattering abroad, 
did tend to the gathering of a great number of churches over 
Europe^ as our church-hiftories witnefs, liot only thus multi-^ 
plying over all France^ yea, from the Alps to the Pyrenean 
mountains, but got over to Britain^ with whom Wickiif^And 
miany others there, did, in the fame do£trii^e and teftimony, 
concur, yea, through Germany^ withfome places of Italy ^ as 
aftdr by a more public and united appearance was in the 
kingdom of Bohemia, the Lord thus marvelloufly fhcwing 
his being God, in determining thofc very counfels and aft-* 
ings, for the church's greateft good, which of all would feem 
mod deftruftive thereto, as if they intentionally moved for 
fuch an end, that men may know there is furely a living fpi- 
rit in the wheels, and an infinitely wife and unerring con- 
duf^, in their ftrangeft motions. 

Se^. 22. It was a glorious -appearance of Jefus Chrift fop 
his truth, that teftimony by John Hufs and Jerom of Prague 
at the council of Conftance, with what followed thereon in' 
the church oi Bohemia; 2i paffage fo remarkable, and thofe 
convincing circumftances therewith, that if judicial indura- 
tion were not a ftroke, virhich refufeth all cure, and binda 
where none can loofe, there could have been no refitting 
this conviftion by the world, that furely it was the finger of 
God, and his immediate work, when thefe are confidered^ 
I . How in a tiipe of fuch darknefs, and the Romifti church 
at its greateft height, thofe were raifed up with fome more; 
than ordinary elevation of fpirit, and of the Lord fuited tq 
appear on his intercft. ** j3Eneas Sylvius himfelf, who was 
'^ afterwards Pope, faith, That with the found of their voice, 
*' the Spirit of God affifting, the word thundering in them, 
*^ did awake the people out of their dead fleep, as they run 
** by flocks to this gr^at light, invitmg their neighbours 
*< thereto." If any queftion this, fee Mneas Sylvws Hift. 
Bohem. cap. 35. 2. That this teftimony, even whilft the 
church was hid in the wildernefs, could not get leave to be 
hid or fmothered in a corner, but in the moft public view^ 
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where nothing could be more notour* and confplcuous, at 
the general council of JConftance, the world muft be enfor- 
ced to fee, what authority Jefus Chrift can put upon the 
me^neft of his followers in their appearance for the truth 5 
yea, what another Spirit this is from that of the world, which 
could thus ftand, and withftand fo impetuous a torrent of 
univerfal apoftafy, even there where the united ftrength of 
the Ronujh church and empire were at once met.; yea, by 
patience and refolution in avowing the truth, overcome their 
perfectttors, and refill thofe allurejments of preferment, and 
an honourable place of the church, which were therj offered, 
if they would renounce this doftrine, to which the fame 
Mneas Sylvius^ cap. 36. fhews what anfwer they made. 
That they taught the truth, being the difciples of Chrift, 
and direfted themfelvca according to his gofpel, whilft the 
church of Rome was departed from the traditions of the 
apoftles, feeking after riches, pleafure, and dominion over 
the people: Yt^^PoggitiSi fecretary to^he faid council, gives 
this account ofpl Hierom of Prague, That being called be- 
^< fore the <5ouncil, after he had lien for a year in the moft 
f< filthy prifon, and^fettersr, and in want of all earthly com- 
^ fort, where he could neitlicr read nor fee, it was incredible 
<« to be fpoke, how he then anfwered, and with what argu- 
** ments, never fpoke any thing unworthy of a good man; 
f* and at lajly hath thefeivordsy O man, worthy the eternal, me- 
f« mory of men. Pog. in Epift. ad Leonardo Aret." 3. That 
whilft they were fentenced to die, notwithftanding of the 
emperor's affurance, and fafe conduft given, an extraordina- 
ry prefence of the Lord in that hour of their fuffering, was 
thus alfo made public; for which I ftiall infert the very words 
of thefe forementioned writers, whom none could fufpe£i or 
queftion to be partial. ^ jEneas Sylvius ^j^j. That both of 
^^ them fuffered death (though not at one time) with a con- 
<^ ftant mind, and went joyfully to the fire as to a feaft, 
<* without the leaft heavinefs or difcontent, and at the 
S^ firte fung an hymn: neither have we read (fays he) of 
V any of the philofophers who did fuffer with more refolu- 
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•< tion.** And Poggius fpeahtrg cfHicrom, faithy «f When 
«* the fire was fet unto him, he began to fing an hymn, 
** ^/thich flicwcd his courage, spfid when the executioner would 
«« have kindled the fire behind his back tnat he might not fee 
^< it. Come (faith he) and do it in my fight, had I feared this 
♦* I would not have been here, when I might have avcuded it \ 
<< And in this manner (fays he) was that man rare and exccU 
<* lent beyond all belief, confumed to afhes; andadds^ neither 
** Mutius with fo conftant refolution endured the burning of 
** one member, as he of his whole body, neither Socrates fo 
<* willingly drank his poifon, as he embraced the fire." 4. 
That known prophecy of his at the ftake, turning to the pre-^ 
lates there prcfent, After em hundred years^ youfball anfwer ta 
God and me^ was then fo notour and undeniable, that upon the 
money coined after in Bohemia^ this infcription was put in 
the one fide in Latin, Centum annis revolutes^ Deo refpondebitis 
{5* mihi; Whilft nothing then of the event could be known, 
which fo remarkably v^fwered to the firft breaking up of the 
reformation, i«/A^i^^ appearing being 1517^ zx\A Zuinglius 
a little before; and this was -/f««^. 14 16. 5. Upon this tef- 
timony fealed with the blood of thefe excellent men, fuch 
wonderful providences did attend the aftings of that party in 
Bohemia, then ftirrfed up to appear againft fuch horrid cruel- 
ty, yea, to adventure not only againft the empire, but that 
whole formidable power of the Romifh church in Europe, as 
would feem almoft incredible, if the adverfaries themfelves 
were not enforced to teftify this: eleven battles fought by 
Zifcahj with the emperor Segifmundy and ftill with continued 
victory, and in fome of thofe after he had loft his fight; yea, 
with that witnefs of the terror of the Lord upon the one, and 
an extraordinary Spirit of refolution in the other, as enforced 
fometimcs the adverfafy, when all vifible advantages feemed 
to be on. their fide, to- flee at the very firft appearance of the 
Bohemians, nor could give a reafon elfe for this, but that a 
terror thus ftruek fhem as they could no longer ftand; and 
at laft was the emperor put on fuch terms, as to fuit and fup- 
plicate for peace, on which ^n. Sylv. Htft. Bohem. cap. 46, 
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i^th this rcfte£kion, TFiat afiat^e ivas it, that our age hath 
^« Segifmtind /wi emperor^ and horn of an emperor^ ivhofe name 
Italy, France, Germany, and all Europe honoured y and whom 
barbarous natwns feared^ became a fuppliant to fuch? Sure it is, 
die world then, and after-ages to this day, cannot but fee 
fomething more thaA human here, and the immediate appear- 
ance of God, for confirming his truth, firft by fufiering, and 
after by a fpirit for afting with fuch ftupendous providences, 
as might (hew there is no ftanding for the greateft of the 
cardi, when the Lord awakes to judgment, to plead the caufe 
01 the opprelfed. This alfo was fome remarkable prelude of 
\!s)At great raifing of the church, which then ^'^s in its ap- 
proach from under the power and dominion of Antichrift. 

&eSl. 23. In confidering the works of th^ Lord, and his 
great appearances, both in judgment and mercy, now under 
the gpfpel to men, this may with aftonifhment arreft our 
thoughts, the breaking forth at once, and growing up togeth 
er, of thofe two prodigies, the foreft plagues that ever came 
on the world, of Popery and Mahometanifm^ which, as is 
clear from the whole confent of the records of thofe times, 
did meet in the very fame age, and had their firft appearance. 
Mahomefs difcovery being in a few years after that title 
of univerfal biihop, upon Phocai donation, was aflumed by 
the Romifh church, being thus no lefs difcernibly linked 
together in the event, than they are in the Scripture, Rev. 
ix. Here is indeed one of the greateft depths of the judg- 
ment of God, known fince the gofpel was fent to the Gen- 
tiles, fuch as hath no parallel in former ages \ yet fuch a vi- 
fible feal and witnefs to the truth, and brings thofe advanta- 
ges for our further confirmiiig therein, as we may wonder 
how this-is not by moft looked on in another manner. See, 
I. How both grew up off 6iie root, vi%. an apoftafy from the 
truth, and fimplicity of thfi^ gofpel; yet fo as the one was dif- 
cernibly fuited to be a ftrolce and fcourge on the other; and 
thus fee fuch a fatal conjunftion and crifis to be no cafual 
tryft, but where each giveth light to tlie other, for making 
thisftrange myftcry more clear and intelligible *, how judg- 
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ment follows at the very heels of fin, and gets ffrength,.witls 
its further growth and ripening; yea, how an unufual mant^ 
ner of finning will not want fome ftrange and unufual ftroke. 
2. We fee here the congruity of fuch a judgment to the con^ 
dition of the time, that the blood and opprefi[ton of the 
church of Chrlft, under Antichriftian Popery, fliould be 
clofely followed with this bloody oppreflbr the Turk, andy 
whilft moft had turned brutifh in 'their religion, frpm the 
pure and fpiritual worfhipping of God, to the worfhip of 
zdo/s of gold and Jilver^'the work of merCs hands ; fo favage and 
bru,ti{h an adverfary fhould be made thet fcourge. 3. We 
muft fee here alfo, how fore and aftpnifliing the judgments of 
the times of the New Teftament are, beyond whatever was 
known in former ages of the world, that lince the gofpcl is 
the greateft of bleffings, which ever came to the dark world, 
the greateft of plagues fhould be thi§ way executed, fo as we 
may with amazement obferve, how far thofe places and peo- 
ple, which hath once finned away this blefl^ed light from 
then), as is here obvious, fell not only under greateft dark- 
nefs anent the truth of God, but from thofe advantages of 
natural and moral endowments, which both in Greece and 
Rome, whilft they- were Heathens, was fd difcernible, before 
the gofpel came there; yea how far thus funk into that 
dreadful gulph of immorality and barbarifm. 4. In looking 
on this ftrange fight and appearance of both, we fee the holy 
and unfpotted judgment of the Lord, in delivering up men's 
reafon and judgment to embrace fo ftrange and honid an im- 
poftor, as is vifible both in tlie Pgpijh and Mahometan religi- 
on; and how nothing is fo abfurd and irrationally grofs, with 
which a corrupt world will not then eafily fuit, and drink in, 
when they have reje£fced the truth. And is it not feen, how 
both in their religions, found upon the very fame ground and * 
authority, which is a mafs 6f human traditions, with fome 
feigned and lying wonders to atteft the fame, both following 
the fame method alfo, to have their do.ftrine believed, and 
get credit without accefs for any further trial, and that under 
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the greatcft Kazar dyaione may queftion what is thus obtruded 
upon them. 

Se3. 24. It is fure, the vety immediate appearance of God 
atid his hand may be difcernible, in raifing of this Turhijb 
empire, ahd their bdng extraordinarily called forth on fuch a 
remarkable work of judgmentj againft the Antichriftiaii 
world, if we confider, i . It was upon the very evening of the 
gofpel's departure from the eaftern parts of the world, and 
at filch a fad period of time^ when they firft brake up. 2; 
That vifible blading of men's counfel, judgments and ordina- 
ry parts, with the failing of their fpirits and wonted refdluti- 
on, where this adverfary canie, fo as the nations and countries 
aboutj which had formerly another ajppearancej could not 
then ft and before fuch a torrent. ^. The hand of the Lord 
ftrong upon them for the fervice they were called about, fo 
as they run without wearying, and did not ftumble, as in- 
ftruments vifibly fitted for their work : nothing can be more 
clear than this is, upon perafal df the hiftories of thofe times; 
• SeB. 2g. With what advantage for our further eftablifh- 
ment in the truth, may we now look on this ftrange fight of 
the Turkifi empire, when thefe are convincingly evident, u 
That nothing can be more grofs and abfurd, or more vifibly 
tend to debafe the nature of man 5 yea, to expofe the very 
name and form of religion to the derifion of Atheifts, than 
Mahomettfm is in the whole of thelt way, and the Alcord^ 
whereon they* found. 2. Nor could thefe ever bring any in- 
ternal evidence of the truth of their religion, to convince 
fuch who would but admit the ufc of reafon herein, either 
as to the purity and perfe£!:ion of the rule, or any fubfervicn- 
cy to the glory of God, and folid bleffednefs of men, both 
here and in the other world. 3. Such was the undeniable 
evidence of the truth Of Chriftianity, when this horrid im- 
pofture of Mahometifm broke up, as this adverfary knew not 
poffibly, nor durft adventure to deny the fame, in the matter 
of faft, but to efllxy a darkening thereof by faifc and lying 
comments; for it is tlear, they profeiTedly own our blefied 
Redeemer, with mofl of the prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
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Hient, and hiftory of the evangelifts; yea, own feme venera- 
tion to the name of the MeJJiahs^ though they d^ny the Tri- 
nity, and feek how to reproach the Chriftian church, from 
the differences and variety of fe£ls amongft them. For thijj 
is undeniable, that the mod inquifitive and knowing of the 
idverfaries of Chriftianity, whether JewSy Heathens^ or Ma^ 
hometanSi could never once attempt to accufe the Chriftian* 
ihurch of deceit or falfehood in the matter of faft, a« it is 
delivered to us in the gofpel ; yea, how are the Jenvijh Rab^ 
hies racked to evade thofe Scriptures in the Old Teftament, 
Acjt fo clearly point at the fuffering? of the Meffiahsy by put- 
ting fome other fenfe thereon; the truth of that bleffed hifto- 
ty of the death and fufferings of our Lord, being fo public 
and famous to all their nation, and before the world, as there 
could be no poffible queftioning thereof. 

Se^, 26. It furely was no fttange accident in nature, but 
that wherein we muft look higher to a fupernatural cafuality, 
that amazing prodigy which fell out through moft of Ger- 
many y and in other places, Anno 1501. of bloody croffesy in the 
true form thereof, appearing not only in public places and 
churches, for many days together, but upon the very clothes 
of men andwomen, their tables, linens, and fuch things MC^hich 
were of moft ordinary ufe amongft them, as almoft all our 
modern hiftories particularly fhew; yea, how for a time 
thefe could by no poflible means be waftied off, Francifcus 
Mirandula treats particularly about it, and how not only J^/^lA:- 
tmtlian the emperor was ftruck with aftonifhment thereat, 
but his feeing them with his own eyes alfo. It is not tranf- 
mitted to us what impreffion this ftrange thing had upon men 
in that time-, but fure it is convincing' and obfervable. i. 
That fuch, who had in an idolatrous way fo much looked af- 
ter this fign, and made it the objeft of their adoration, fhould 
Jiave it given them as an afflifting prodigy, and this is re- 
m;irked by the hiftories of that time, how a dreadful famine 
Hvithin a very little followed thereon. 2. It was under that 
badjTf and cognizance, we find the Romijh c\\wx(^ did ufually 
dra^w forth multitudes, to make /laughter of tlie followers of 
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Chrift^ and made fo fubfervient to their d^ligti|.for (bedding 
the blood of the faints, as in the hiftoties of the Waldenfes 
may be feen, and now are they in another manner marked 
Ifirith their ftrange fign of Uoody croffesy which but a very little 
w»s before that deluge of Wood, after the breaking up of the 
light of the gofpel, that brake forth thro' Germany^ France^ 
and the' Low^ountriej:, and the Lord's giving thofe, who had 
flied the blood of his faints, blood to drink in great meafiiri?* 
. &^. 27^ WhiMl the dawning drew near of that Wefled 
4ay of the church's rifijig, after that dark night of Antichri& 
tianifm, we may fds fome previous advantages mod remark- 
ably from the I^ord falling in to preps^e the way thereof, i; 
That H) the preceding age, the knowledge of the X)riginal 
languages b^gan to break yp^ and fome inilruments icminent- 
ly fitted for the fame; human learning did in fome further 
meafure revive. 2.. Many excellent men of rare endow- 
mwits then brought forth, beyond what had been known foi 
divers ages. 3. But. which (houhl bemoft convincing, how 
then Anno 1440, or thereabout, that rare invention oi Printing 
broke up, as a blefied and promifing prefage, to tell the 
world of the near approach gf that tinie, when the temple 
of God fliould be opened in heaven, ?md the Bibie, which 
had for fo many ages been fliut up, be univerfally fpread, and 
tius made acceffible for the pooreft boy or maid's having fa- 
miliar converfe therewith, and to have it at the eafieft rate; 
yea, for bringing forth thofe works to the world, in defence 
of the truth, and promoting of the knowledge of Jefus Chrift| 
which no pen could ever have pofllbly reached, without the 
advantage of fuch a fingular mean, given of the Lord for his 
church's ufe; fo that the thln^ itfelf w^s not more marvel- 
lous and remarkable, than the time and feafon of its being 
brought forth: Yea, as thofe inftrumcnts of flaughter, the- 
Guns by the my^niioaQi Gunpowder yiai obvioufly tryft with 
that folemn time of judgment, when the Turkijb power was 
kt k)ofe as the fcaurge of God on the apoftate world; this 
excellent mean of Printing (hould fall in fo near with the 
feafon, and appointed time of the fpreading of the kingdom 
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of Chrift, when men (hould run to and fro, and knowledge 
be inrreafed. 

It will not be unfuitablc, ere I pafs this, to give in here 
fome inftancesof fuch choice inftruments for knowledge and 
karning, M^ho were then raifed up a little before the dawning 
of that blcfled reformation from Popery, as pioneers to pre- 
pare the way of the Lord. l. As Rhegw Mcti/anm who 
died in the year 1470, one of great knowledge in the original 
lano^uages, and who had fuch love to the Scripture, as that 
^ he wrote the whole New Teftament in Greek with his own 
hand. 2. Rodolphus Agricola^ who died 1465, Angularly 
learned in philofophy, Greek and Hebrew languages, which he 
with a fpecial refpeft to the knowledge of the Scripture, did 
much lament the church's darknefs under which (he then 
lay, and exprefely owned the dodrine of juftification by faith 
111 Jefiis Chril^. 3. Wejfetusy bom zt Gronengeriy and of de- 
ferved renown at that time, both for his l^nowledge in the 
language^, laws and divinity. At his death, ^s at length by 
Melchior Adams b (hewed, when he was afked by a friend 
how he did, he anfwered. His cafe but conform to his age, 
and painfulnefs of his difeafe; but one thing he was troubled 
with, which was a being toffed with doubtings anent the 
truth of Chriftianity : But (hortly after, when his friend re- 
turned, with great exprefllons of joy, he faid, ** Now blefled 
<* be the Lord, for all thefe doubtings and reafonings are gone; 
'* yea, I know nothing now, but Chrift and him crucified.** 
He died 1489. 4. Mojfilanus a profefTor of the Greek tongue 
^t Lypftc, one of Cngular candour, befides his great know- 
ledge in the original languages, yea, in thofe dark times moft 
convincingly pious alfo, as his epiftles made to the learned 
of that age, can witnefs: T judge it edifying to fet down here, 
what account he gave of himfelf, with much ferioufnefs 
fometime before his death; <* Let not God to whom all 
*^ things are known, be gracionSK.to him in the laftfhock 
*< and conflid with death, if he hath not from his youth with 
^^ greateft care been concerned to wrotig the fame of none 
■«* unjuftly, yea, to contemn the honours, plcafures and pro* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



or THE SCRIfTURE, 13-;^ 

^ fits of this natural life; and hath not matle this his one 
<< thing, tp have his fpirit kept from being defiled with the 
^* pollutions of the world, and given up to Jefus Chrift, the 
♦* alone foundation of wifdom and knowledge, for being in- 
<« fluenced and watered by his Spirit: this I have had conti^ 
♦* nually in my thoughts, have revolved in tlie night, this 
« with all carneftnefs I have contended for, yea, hath been 
** firft in all my defires, viz. left that (hould be wanting which 
•* was to that rich man, who came to Jefus Chrift, (when he 
c« gavefach an acc&unt nvhat length he had come) of the faithful 
•< improvement of thofc talents put under my hand ; I can 
^^ fay, I had no other fcope nor intent, but this in my life; 
^* for if I had purfued pleafures,; honours and greatnefs in a 
•< world, which might have been unfuccefsful for fuch an 
" end, I have taken another way." He ^itA-Anno 1524, 2,% 
the very breaking-up of tlie reformation. 5. I (hall but fur- 
ther add that notable learned man Capnio^ who died 1521, 
Stephantis Erafmus truely learned in the languages, and a 
fpecial critic^ for collating tl^ jnoft anci^it copies then extant 
of the New Teftament, whilft Printing was but of late broke 
up in the world. 

CHAP. IIL 

Se6f. I. IT was at fuch a time, that bleflcd day began to 
dawn of the chi^nrch's delivery from that darkntfs and bon- 
dage of Antichrijliantfmy under which for fo many ages the 
truth had been in bonds, and tiie witneffes thereto enforced 
to prophefy in fackcloth, when nothing could have been more 
furprifing and improbable on all vifible grounds; that the 
immediate appearance of God herein, and its being his work 
alone, mi^lit more eminently fhine forth A time when, 
I. The Romijh power was in its greitcft height and fplen- 
dour, und^r which aimoft the whole of the weftem parts 
did bow, when the empire and nations about were fo vifibly 
fubje£l and devoted thereto; and whilft Leo the tenth did 
fci^n, th^ nooft magnificent and fplcndid Pope of any had 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



gone before. 2. When tKus the Chriftian w<xfW was uii- 
<kr fuch darknefs, with that implicit reliance on the Roniijb 
churchy as there needed m) n>Qre but for the Pope to fend 
0ne of his emiflkries, if he-deiired nwney, with a patent for 
indulgences, arid be coipfident thus to get in a vaft^treafure, 
as the faid Lto did, in commiflionating ^esdelwt a friar, who 
Hftet with that fuccefs, as in each cky where he came, he wa« 
aaet by perfons of all ranks in proceffione, and magiftua^es erf 
towns; the Pope's grant being fpread forth in parchment, 
written in letters of gold, was carried before him, and in that 
manner received, as the church-^xiftori^ fhew, as if our blef- 
fed Redeemer had come down to the earth. ' g. A .time, 
when -eyery where the Chriftiaa world was fo fljang^Jy fub- 
jefted to blind fuperftition, their confcience as wel] as per- 
fons under the awe and dread of the Romijh power; and of 
thofe legendary wonders and nwracles which were then fo 
continually noifed, and apparitions of the dead to be deliver- 
cx^l out of purgatory; then was that tim? alfo, when a ftan- 
dird was difplayed fbr the truth, and that Jefus Ch^ift met 
his enemies in their greateft ftrength. 

&ecl, 2. This may be further convincing and roanifeft, 
what difadvantages the firft ftirrings of that glorious refor- 
mation had, and what a ftrong tid^of oppofition went againft 
it, if we confider, i . How this was to purfue a change in re- 
ligion, ,and pull men from a way, in which they, and their 
fathers had for fo many ages been rooted^ 2. To purfu^ 
tliis with fo vifible an oppofition to their carnal eafe, and de- 
lights in the flefh, to which the Popifli religion was fo fpe- 
cially fuited. 3. When fuch a party was to contend with, 
as was publicly owned by the example and countenance of 
the greateft princes and monarchs of the earth, and had thofe 
vifible advantages for engaging the world, as the baits of ho- 
nour, riches and prefermeat; whilft the alone ftrength of 
the reformed churches then, was prayers and tears, and in 
the naked truth .and fimplicity of godlinefs. 4. Whilft thus 
the reformed religion did lie under that fcandal to the world, 
of tlje croTs, contempt, a low and afflicted ftate, yea, no vi? 
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CMe encouragements to commend the ways of the Lord t0 
any, bat the arms of their warfare fpiritnal, yet mighty thro* 
God whilft the ftrength of their adverfaries was carnal^ and 
followed with what in an ordinary way, and, on grounds of 
human reafow, might feem infuperable ; fo as a learned and 
judicious man, upon Luther's firft appearance, fhewed hitp^ 
that it was unqueftionably the truth he bare witnefs to, but 
was in vain for him, or any fuch, to adventure further, when 
nothing elfe was left, but to retire to a cell and pray, Mz* 
ferere meu 

Se5f, 3. We fee, what a remarkable calm of outward 
peace, not in Germany only, but moft of the nations about 
' did then tryft with the dawning of this day, when the truth 
began to (hine forth, after that long night of Antichrifiian 
datknefs on the world ; yea, how this for fome little time con- 
tinued, both in the clofe of Maximilian the firft his reign, 
and entry of Charles the fifth-, that thus the voice of the 
gofpel, in the bleffed providence of the Lord, might with the 
more advantage get a public hearing amongft men, and with- 
out that difturbance of the noife and confufions of war: As 
h was alfo nioft remarkable, at that bleflTed, bleifed time of 
the manifeftation of the Mefllahs; yea, thus not only the 
earth's being ftill and at reft for a ihort time, but a reftraint 
alfo upon the rage and fury of men to perfecute, until tlie 
feed fown had begun to take fome root, and a people prepar- 
ed for the Lord : So as we find no remarkable violent aflaults 
or hot perfecution in France, until the reign of Henry the 
fecond; nor \n -Germany ^ and other adjacent places, for a 
time thtxty Charles the fifth b^ing upon politic grounds, and 
bjr reafon of that friendfhip he had for the duke of Saxony^ 
(but by a fupreme over-ruling power) engaged for a little to 
fome moderation. 

Se^. 4. It was then a new face began to appear on the 
wbrld, and whilft fo great a harveft was near, the reapers 
alfo prepared, fuch a rare concurrence of inftruments for the 
fervice of th it day, as all might fee it to be th& work and- im- 
mediate power of God 5 i. By fuch remarkable variety of 

Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



240 THE FULFILLIK« 

gifts fuited to the fervice of that time; and for what the 
church then needed^ not only to perfuadc and apply the 
truth to the confcience, but thofe fent forth who were mighty 
in the Scriptures, as well as fervent in fpirit, to convince and 
inform, as in no former ages had been known, fince the 
times of the apoftles. a. What choice and wailed inftru- 
ments fuch were, who were thus called fbrth, not to pubKfh 
the doftrine of the gofpel only, but to contend for it againft 
all oppofers, with the furtheft advantages of human learning, 
as well as divine, as might indeed put the l)«rorld to enquire, 
whence had thofe come, when a few fuch in an age formerly 
would have been a wonder and amazement. 3. It cannot be 
denied, but the calling of fuch inftruments, in the entry of the 
reformation was in part extraordinary, and is clear, 1 . How 
in no ordinary way thofe could ever have adventured to an- 
fwer fo great a fervice, as they were then fent upon; or had 
the leaft promifing appearance of fuch fuccefs, as after fol- 
lowed, to be an* incitement to their work. 2. That power 
and authority of God they went forth with, as all might fee 
fomething more than human in it. 3 The hand of the 
Lord made ftrong upon them, to go forth upon his call, and 
leave all to follow him, who might ocherwife have had fuch 
advantages of credit and eafe in the world, which, without 
fome extraordinary enforcement upon their fpirits, could not 
poflibly be underftood. And it is clear, that a greater out- 
letting of the fpirit was then, than can be inftanced even 
iince the firft times of the Chriftian church. 

Se5l, 5. It is undeniable, that fuch whom the Lord fo 
eminently made ufe of in the firft breaking-up of the refor- 
mation, had no vifible bait or incitement from any outward 
advantage; nor can this be objefted to them, who, 1. Were 
enforced to contend with the greateft princes and monarchs 
of that time, and ftate themfelves in oppofition to fuch, from 
whom any fuch intereft in the trortd or advantage Could be 
expelled. 2. The doftrine they owned and contended for 
fo cxprefsly, that of felf-denial, and to take up the crofs, to 
fupprefs and oppofs thofe incitements of the grandeur and 
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tiitvard (plendo^r of (cH«tch m^i mi tofbcw, ftat tl>« 
being minifter? of Jef^s Chritt, w^^ a ms^ttcr qf w^^ *J?4 
bbpiir, yea, of fuflfering , vheu > teftimoi^y to jhe truth c^t 
k4 for thi^» whipk re^H*f^d fubii^e4peff ^p4 mottific^tioii 
to tl^e fleftii ^ta4 x?o^iag thuif ^o Gpmqiien4 or aaake defirabl^ 
thdr urork, but ji^f ii wag ^c frr?ice pf fuch ^, bleij'ed maf- 
ter, witkU rjefp«£): tt> rf^c r^pprapfenpp of rev4r4> which i$, 
jbpw- 3. ft i^ fvr^, i»p l^>crati«r? 4erign could fee fuppofed 
fciere, fi» lenjbr^Ging the Proteftaut doArine ^rid pjroft'^ori 
thereof, fiiKce titip iiQthwg fco^^y h^ve been oiore perli^adipg 
to Pojpiery, and jth?(t w^iy, whe^ fuch qf n>ean and or4inary 
pat^s were fo e»fily Mya^ced t^ ^he fl^oft gainful pj^es a- 
Jttongft them; 1^ it i? Jc»OM^n, with what f^eeit ijind cheer- 
ful conteojtediiefr .of fpirft, tbofe greijit and bie/Je4 i«iftru* 
D9ent$ of jcefornj^tioj), U^dti ^s Liffker, ZuingHiZfy Cftlvin, 
S^^t Bt*c0rt i^c. UA^wtA thehr wcMrk, j^Ji^ofe x>ut^aj:4 e»- 
CiMirageiDCflts were &cb only 9$ w?s iudifpe^ibjy j^/eceffi^ry, 
who iwght ottetvUe h^Ve ha4 tfee gice?teft bjcnefice^ ju^iongft 
their adyerfwes; but ?s it was faid i^ tjie Romijh ppuclavj? 
of LuthfTj B^efihi 'h/fc fton furot (im'itmi Tfcey ^^re ^enforced 
to fee, that it wag fome greater ithiog than gold or fi^ver, ^h^t 
iniueuced fuch i^ followjbpig the tK>rd. And vfcat waB it 
tjb^at fliouW ta.ufe dxaf e^eefleii^ man, Peter J^art^ir, |i},iiiit all 
his places ajjd prefewneji^ts ia //«/j^, ^k^ h^ va« prior of ^ 
confideraUe caouaAery at I»#rj, m?kic general vifitor of one of 
their orders, ^ad in (uch faypu^ with the greateft irf the 
Romijb cicrgyy for foUowing tjie work of jthe aiinift,ry5 and 
choofe an uncertain and (ufferiug lot elfewfeere ? alfo Mnfinlu^ 
l^at w:orthy ferVant of Chrift, after lie was chofen prior of a 
monaftery, where he had beeu, to quit all for the trui^ij ao4 
Isonae to Stra/hurg m a mean condition^ wiieye for a time he 
was brought to that ftrait beforje he w?ks known, ^s to dig in 
the towti-ditchee, with a fweet fubjeftednefs of fpirit herein, 
who might have lived in greateft outward pleafure and ad- 
vantage otherwife? It could be no lucrative intereft, that en- 
for-ced VergerluSy who had been the Pope's legate in 'G^ri«5/7j)>j 
in the ftate and Qonditipu of a prince, and e>tpe<SliB^ tp be a 
Vol.il . Hh 
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cardinal, to forfake all his hopes, and upon his greateft hazard 
to preach the truth, againft which formerly he had fo mucK 
appeared. And, to (hew there is no {landing before the 
power and authority thereof, he, whilft defigneclly writing 
"againft the truth, was converted to the knowledge thereof. 

SeB. 6. We fee, whilft that time was once come of the 
Lprd's appearance for his church, his providence made 
confpicuous, that the greateft engintf which had bceri to fix 
the Popifh intereft, and keep the world^nder fubjedion 
thereto, fliould be the firft mean of its fall and breaking, viz. 
the Pope's power for abfolution, and remitting of fin, by 
which his dominion over the confciences of men had got 
the deepeft root; upon which Luther j that great inftrun^ent 
in the hand of the Lord, was firft called to appear againft 
Popery, when Texelius kept fuch a market in Germanyj to 
put the Pope's indulgences to fale; to .whom Luther (then but 
an obfcure perfon) went requiring in behalf of Chrift, the 
grant of one of thofe indulgences^ but was rejefted, without 
he gave money for it, pretending the Pope had need thereof; 
and by no importunity of thofe that then were prefent could 
be perfuaded herein: a providence which may call us to thefe 
grave, remarks, i . How the counfels of adverfaries are oft 
determined to bring forth the v^ry contrary effefts, and the 
wicked fndred in the work of their own hands. 2. How -dif- 
cernibly the Lord's time of working is, when it may be leaft 
our time of expcfting. 3. From how fmall^ind very ordi- 
nary things to appearance, have the greateft revolutions of'' 
providence about the church had their firft rife. 

8eSf. 7. This the world was enforced to fee, how the truth 
and doflrine of the reformed churches, when once it began 
to break up in the firft times of the reformation, did then 
offer itfelf to the public light and trial of all, to be known 
and fearched out in what their greateft adverfaries could ob- 
jeft; yea, this with a moft folemn and public reference of 
the Scripture; and the pure primitive times of Chriftianity. 
Thus may all fee how thofe blefled inftruments in the refor- 
ffiation, " by purenefs, by long-fuffering^ by the word of 

pigitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE. 24'^ 

f ^ truth, by the armour of God on the right-hand and on the 
*^ left,*' did oppofe themfelves to the adverfe party; thence 
wjtre thofe famous meetings for public difputation, which 
at length are recorded in the late hiftorics of the church, 
where the truth . did fo cpnvincingly juftify itfelf, with 
that prevalence and authority on the confciences of men, 
not only to break the advcrfaries confidence, and force the 
weapons out of their hand, but to enforce an open confeffion 
of many, yea to a public reformation alfo by the magiftrates 
in moft confiderable cities, and this without tumult or blood: 
'As, I. At Zurich 1525, fet down at length by Hattinger in 
his Ecclefiojiic Htjiory^ with that marvellous change that then- 
followed, in abolifliing the mafs, idolatrous images, and fet- 
ting up the true worfliip of God. 2. At Baden 1526, where- 
on foUoyt^ed fuch a public reformation through that country, 
fo as Abbacies and monafteries were given up, and their re- 
venues applied to colleges, and fuch public ufes. 3. At 
Berfjy 1527, December 17, where the fenate and moft of the 
adjacent clergy were prefent, was that folemn public appear- 
ance for the truth by difpute, whereon followed (after by 
the preached gofpel^ for fome time before, the truth Jiad been 
getting ground on the confciences of many) fuch a total abo- 
lition of Popery, arid fetting forward an cfFeftual reforma- 
tion, as the day and year was by public order in gold letters 
fet upon a pillar. 4, That memorable and folemn meeting 
at G^va, 153^} May 30, where Farellus and Viret, with 
fome others of the Proteftant church there on the one fide, 
with fome of the moft learned of the Popifli doftors on the 
other, did in that great confluence meet, where, after much 
ferious difpute and conference, fuch was the blefled ev^ent 
and authority of the truth upon the confciences of men, as 
not only tended to a more folemn and univerfal reformation 
through thfe city, with an infcription of the year and dayj 
by a public decree on a plate of brafs*, but, which was moft 
remarkable, that thofe adverfaries themfelves, who moft op- 
pofed in the difpute, particularly Chappufiusy a learned Domi-^ 
mcatjf and others, were fo overcome, tjiat by a rare example; 
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of candottir itid ingenuity^ they made ptiblic cotifeffion of iSut 
truth. This at length may be read in that excellent difeourfti 
6f learned Spatihemius^ called Genexm Refi'tiutay and feveral 
other writets. And it is cleat, whateVct falling-off feems 
this day by many to Popery, it is upon x^o debate^ of by Argu* 
merits to convince the judgment j but that their grcateft 
ftrength and advantage is the faid abounding Atheifm and Ig* 
norance of this time, yea, that thus profane and licentious fpi* 
rits do 6nd fo favourable a tetreat and patrociny in that way. 
SeB. &. Is it not undeniable to the cortviftion of all, how 
fuch a cruelty hath been eXcrcifed by the Poptlh adverfuries 
in thefe late perfecutions of the church, as no former timesj 
even under the moft favage of' Heathens, gives a parallel^ 
yea fuch, as a rhoft vifible incitement and power of the Devif 
could only be underftood herein ? inftances ate fo ln;iumer* 
able, as it might be a work by itfelf to infert, which the mofl 
grave and known hiftories of the late tidies, give account. 
Nor is it ftrange, why the Popifli <?ruelty fliould even be a 
length' beyond that of the HeadienSi feeing it was againft 
a greater light, and in a more expreft Way doing violence to 
the Spirit of God, in difcoveries of the truth to their own 
confcience. I fliall but give this fhort touch, what that maf- 
facre of Paris was, which went through moft of France^ 
where fuch aftontfhing things are in all hiftories therebf 
given, as we fliould judge human nature, though corrupt^ 
1>vould fear and be affrighted at; how they fpaHd not infants 
in the cradle, nor in their mother's womb; the ftreets cover* 
cd with mangled bodies, and their blood tttnning in the high- 
"^ays^; nothing almoft to be heard, but the cries and groans 
of the dying, with that hellifh noife atxd ftioutings of the 
murderers; yea this, tvhere they couW pretend no perfonal 
provocation in the leaft : one of thofe honid wretches fnatch- 
ing up a little child, whilft it fmiled on him, and began to 
play with him, did kill it forthwith, and threw it in its blood 
into tiie river. At ^roisj the bloc^d of the flain Proteftants 
run fo violently forth out of the prifon doors where they 
were murdered, as it run through the channel into the ritcr, 
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iix} tttlmed it into the cdour of blood; which caufed an hor« 
tor to fome of th€ir own way. And at Lyons, where'moft pro* 
dtgious cruelties were ufed by MandiUt the govcmour, that 
when fome papifts after went into the prifons, where the 
flaughter had been, and faw fuch a fight of dead corpfes, and 
m what manner mangled and hewed in pieces, as fome had 
no part of human (hape remaining, were enforced to confefs> 
that furely thefe were not men, but devils in the likenefs of 
men, who had done this, as mod grave writers of that time 
atteft; nor was thefe things in any private way, nor in a cor- 
ner .done, but fuch as the adverfaries could never offer to 
coiitradi<% in the matter of faft. For that late amazing maf- 
facre in Ireland by the Irijh papifts there, to which they were 
mod preffingly incited by their priefts and church-men, it i^ 
fo known in this age, as if it were yet prefent before us. 
But, befides thofe, let any read Paulus Serveius, that famous 
excellent Venett/Mj though profefledly popifh, his Hijiory of 
the Spanijh Inqutfttion^ what could be more of cruelty and 
ftrange engines thereof, if infernal fpirits (as fuch thofe may 
be truely called) were fitting in that bench of the Court of 
Jnquifitton, 

Se5f. 9. That hath been with the fartheft evidence made 
^kar, and a truth now of fingular ufe for the church's fup- 
port and ftrengthening, that no human power or force could 
yet ever undo that bleffed intereft of the reformed religion, 
though puf forth to the furtheft againft the fame; but that 
it hath ftill in thefe late times gained more ground by the 
moft formidable aflaults and oppoStion, than by the greateft 
calms. Anent which, thefe particulars I ftiv^ll in a few words 
here offer to be confidered; i. What a remarkable iffue all 
the counfels, CKpence and cruelty of Philip the II. of Spain 
had, to bear down the rifing of the gofpel in the Netherlands^ 
which at laft, by the marv»'ll:ms appearance of God for iiis 
church there, did moft effcftually tend to the eftabUfliment 
of the united provices; and, as it was then obfervable, how 
ilt once the rife, and outward flourifliing of ih vt common- 
'vrealth) and their owning the ia^reit of Uod, did moft vifi- 
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bly go together. 2. How immediate the appcarj^ncc of Crod 
was for c6untera£ting that formidable and united confederacy 
of the Catholic league in France in that time to iht conviftion 
of the world; and how all their ef&ys and counfeU did at laft 
refolye in their own ruin. 3. I {hall here give Erafmus* ob- 
ferve upon this in one of his epiflles; At Brujfels two fuffered 
for the reformed religion: Would you know the product: 
thereof? fays he, " That city which had been moft free of 
** thofe, found quickly fuch to fpread amongft them moft 
** difcernibly; yea, what fliall I fay? (faith he) both here in 
** Hollandy and. every where, where violence is once exercif- 
'* efl againft thofe of the reformed religion, it tends but to 
*' their further increafe." With which I would add fome 
words of Farellusy in a letter to Zuwg/iusy in the year 1525, 
which are indeed weighty. Si unquam fefe obtulif laiitiaf Isf 
gaudii ratio propter perfecutionesy ejeSiones oh Chrijiam nunc 
quam ma:<ime: nam quid quafo intent at umrilinqu ant impiiy fcire 
veiitn vel unam rimuiam fuperejjey qua pios aggredi.pojjunty quam 
nonfunt perfcrutaiin Verumfi Deus pro nobis y quis contra nos? 
viz- That never wa^ there more true caufe of joy arid gladnefs^ 
than now is under faddcji fufferings for Chrijl ,• for what hath 
th^ adverfary untried? I would knowj if the leaf chinck accejfihle^ 
hy which they might trouble and ajfault any of the faints in ihif 
iitney which they Imve not narrowly fearched : But fine e the Lord 
himfdlfisfor his people j it is enough. 4. 1 fhall but further men- 
tion, for this, fome words of that famous late hiftorian Thuan^ 
in his Epifle Dedicatory to his hiftory to Henry the fourth; 
** We are fulEciently taught by experience, that neither the 
** fword, the fire, exile or profcription, can in the leaft do 
*< the turn againft tlie reformed religion, but tends nH>re to 
'^ put it forward ; yea, how in this kingdom, the more the y 
" are purfued, the more their number and authority grows, 
*^ and rather fcems to lofe ground when they have moft out- 
*' ward peace. It is (faith he) worthy of remark, the report 
*' of one here amongft us, -when brought to the ftake to be 
*« burnt for owning his religion, how h$ fung a pfalm, while 
^ he was bound to it, fo as both the fire and tlie fmoke brealy* 
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" ing foith Upon him, did fcarce interrupt this; and wheir 
" the executioner a little before was kindling the fire behind 
« the place where he ftood, that he might not fee it, he faid 
" to him, cdme and let it be kindled before me; for, if I had 
" feared this fire, I needed not to have come hither, but could 
*< eafily have efcaped/* 

Se£}, lo; Thus hath the Lord appeared in thefe late ages 
of the church, that almoft no kingdom or place, where Po- 
pery hath this day its power and advantage, but there alfo 
hath the truth had an eminent triumph, and a public witnefs 
givBn thereto, fealed with the blood of the faints; As that 
account the church^martyrologies give of the fore perfecutions, 
I. In Spain, where at 'one time in Seville eight hundred 
Chriftians were under inquifition for the truth, and twenty 
burnt in one fire, with a particular relation both of the tor- 
ment and conftancy of fuch in many notable inftances; as 
that of Jultanoj who had been mod inftrumental to get many 
Bibles, that were printe'd in Germany^ in the Spantjh lan- 
guage, both conveyed and fpread through Spain; but, being 
taken at laft was thrown into prifon, where he lay there three 
years, for the moftpart laden with fetters,' though neither 
pain, threatenings, nor extremity of the rack, did in the leaft 
caufe him faint, but wlien he returned from the rack, would 
fay to his fellow-fufFerers, " They depart vanquifhed, and 
" flee with fhame; and at his. death, with a cheerful counte- 
<* nance, exhorted thofe that were to fufl^er with him, to be 
** comforted, fince now was the hour for them, to witnefs 
** for God and his truth before men ; and within a few hours, 
** we Ihall have him to witnefs. for us, and triumph with hin> 
♦* for ever/' Likewife Pontius a learned and pious man, who 
with great refolution fufFered for the truth there. And that 
excellent young man called Ferdinando, a member of the con- 
gregation at Seville, whofe torments both on -the rack and 
trough he fo cheerfully endured, tho' in that manner fliaken, 
that he could not go, but was dragged into his prifon, and 
after to the fire; befides many others, divers choice women, 
yea, fome of great -quality, who fealed the truth there with 
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dicir blood. 2. What a confpkuous viftoiy did th? tnjtk 
have aifx) in Italy, thofe famous witneffes who fuffered there, 
both in Ferrara and Venice, araongft whom was that choice 
gentleman Anthony Ricceto, to whom the Venetian fenaCors 
offered to free his eftate of fome mortgage it was under be- 
Cdes his liberty, if he would retrafl his confcffion, which he 
refohitely refufed. Francifcus Sega, and Spinola aifo, per- 
fons confiderable and of note there, who thus refifted unta 
death for truth. Yea, at Rome itfetf, befides others, we 
have thefe notable inftances, one of that rare gentlemen Air 
gerius, who fometime lived at Padua, whofe ^relation he givet 
himfelf of the inexpreffible comforts and joy he had in hig 
prifon, it is at large fet down in our Martyrologies,^ was tranf- 
ported at laft to Rome, where, after many affaults atod pcr- 
fuaiions to recoil, he moft ftedfakly embraced death, and 
was burnt there alive. Alio Johannes Moilius, a moft emi« 
nent preacher of the word, whole public confeffion and api- 
pearance for the truth, he at laft fealed with his Hood in the 
fame place. I ftiali but add that paffage further of Barth. 
Fontius, being called from Venice to Ronae, upon the Pope's 
public faith given for his fafety; but after his refolutc adhe^^ 
rence to the truth there, and confelEbn thereof, was moft 
cruelly put to death in the year 1538; as that account given 
in a letter to Builinger thereof, doth at more len^h fliew^ 
as alfo, that after his death there were many, even dt Rome, 
remarkably ftirred up to appear for the truth, and own it in 
his room. 

Se^. 1 1 . We may fee, amidft thofe remariabde wreftliogs 
the churches of Chrift then had for the truth, fome fore and 
fearching aflaults, that almoft met at once, both by that out- 
breaking of that fpirit of. error in Germany, from the dread- 
ful party of tl^e Anabaptifts, fo ftrangdy then let loofe, aiid 
^e decrees and hot perfecution by the emperor which then 
followed there, aneiit which I ihall but fet down a part of 
two of Luther's letters to wort^y Melanfthon, whofe fpirit 
was tiien much funk uiider the weight of thefe: firft as to 
the Anabaptifts, he thus writes, whilft he wjis in PatnKW, 
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6eiAg forced to. retire. " They pretend to have rerciations 
*^ from the Spirit, and conferences with God, I commend 
^ not thy fears; and feeing thefe bear.witnefs of thebiielyes, 
** they (hould not be regarded for that; but, as Joinfaithy 
^ try thefpiritSy my advice is, ftiat ye try whether they can 
** prove their calling, (for God never fent any, but beiri^ 
** either called by meti, or declared by figns j no^ hot his owfi 
<^ Son) and in no Ways to accept an averting of their call by a 
** naked revelation. The prophets formerly had th^ir pow- 
*• et according to the law and prophetical order^ as we no^^ 
^ by men; this is efpeciiaHy neceffary unto the public funfti- 
** on of preaching: and that ye may try their private fpirit, 
** ye may try whether they know anguiih of mind, the neW 
*< and fpiritual birth, tD be exercifed about death and heH: 
**if you hear all things from them fmooth and pleafant, 
** though th^y call it devout and religions, and fhoUld fay, 
<* they have been tavifhed into the third heaven, approve 
<* them not, becaufe they want the fign of the Son of man, 
** the only power of CJhriftians, and fure fcarcher of fpirits. 
" Would y€ know the place and way of talking with God, 
^<n ts here; as a lion he hath broken all my bohesj and I 
<* was caft forth from his face; my foul ^as filled with for- 
** rows, and my life drew near unto hell: try therefore, and 
^ hear not a glorious Jefu«, unlefs you knew he was crucifi- 
^ ed.^ Thus doth that great man write, Tom, 2. of his 
Epiftles, A fecond letter he wrote, was upon their fharp 
thr'^itening^^ and apparent hazards of that time, whilft Me- 
lanfthon gave himfelf to weeping, and in much anguifh, hot 
for himfelf, as he profeffed, (for he knew what he believed) 
but for the pofterity; to whom Luther hath thefe words, 
" If this be the caufe of God, and hot of man, all the bur- 
** den fhpuld be caft on him ; why doft thou afflift and tor- 
« ment thyfelf ? Seeing God hath given his Son for Us, why 
** do we tremble for fear? Will he forfake us in fmaller 
«* things, who hnlh giv.'n us fo great a gift? Is Satan fttong- 
" er than God? Should we fear the world, M^hich Clirift 
«^ hat}i overcome? If the caufe we contend for be «ot the 
Vol. II. li 
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«* truth, let us change; but if the caufe be holy and juft, 
** why do we not credit the promife and faithfulnefs of God? 
«* It is furc, Satan can rCach no further but this prefent life 5 
** but Chrift reigneth for ever, under whofe proteGion the 
" truth now is; he will not fail to be with us to the end. If 
" he be not with us, I befeech you where fliall he be fonnd ? 
** If we be not of his church, do ye think that the Bifhop of 
" Rome and our adverfaries are of it? We are indeed iinners, 
** but Chrift is true, whofe caufe we have in hand, htt 
" kings and nations threaten and fAime as they pleafe, A^ 
•* that fits in heaven Jhall laugh them to f corn ^ he hath main- 
** tajned his caufe hitherto without our counfel, and fo he 
** will do unto the end." See^his at length in Sleidan's Com. 
lib. 7. Thus we fee, how the Lord was pleafed fuch different 
ways to ?xercife his church and people tjien, and from what 
airth they had their encouragement a^lone, when all vifible 
props were almoft brok« under their hand, 

SeSi, 1 2. In confidering this great work of God about his 
church in thefe laft times, we may fee, how not at once, 
but by a gradual advance and renewed eonflifts, with much 
wreftling hath the truth's advance and vi^Eiory over Antichrit- 
tianifm been brought forward ; yea, what changes have thus 
gone over the church, with moft remarkable trials and extre- 
mities, that have been the very entry to moft furprifing en- 
largements of her comfort and outgate: which for our 
ilrengthening and eftablifhment in the truth, to fee thus both 
the Scripture aftd event thereof in thefe providences now be- 
fore our eyes, I Ihall touch but a little in fome grav^ and 
weighty remarks hereof; i . That the Lord's opening a great 
and eiFeftual door by the gofpel to his church, hath in thefe 
laft times fo difcernibly ftill had fuch great oppofition there- 
with, as almoft it will be hatd to find any where, or at any 
time, where thefe have not kept together. 2: That no fore 
and piffling aflault by Antichrift and his followers we have 
feen, was put on foot againft the church, but might be found 
in the clofe and iflue to have put her intereft forward, and 
for th^ furtherance of the gofpel. 3. Though thus, even 
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With the incoming of the tide, fuch dark hours and renewed 
conflifks wtre in that manner often, as made the jife and ad- 
vantage of the reformed churches to be the alorte objeft of 
his people's faith, and not of their fenfe: it is moft convin- 
cing and clear alfo, how Antichrift's fall and judgment, in 
the various fteps thereof, muft be in fuch a manner looked 
for, and exprefsly by the Scripture held forth, with a peculi- 
ar refemblance to that judgment with Pharaoh and the E- 
gyptians, of whom he appears to have been a type,- with 
thefe judicial ftrdkes of induration on both, and gradual pro- 
cedure by one plague after another; yea, this with the fame 
produft and efieft, not to ceafe, as Pharaoh then did for puN 
fuing that quarrel, and with renewed aifaults, after any ref- 
pite from judgment, until the holy God do once for all make 
his power known, as at the Red-fea, and bring forth that 
blefled viftory, when the fong of Mofes and the Lamb (hall 
be fung together. Nor (hould it be ftrangc, if moft immedi- 
ately before this, then the darkeft hour and moft (harp affault 
from Aniichr'tfi may be expefted ; yea, which with fome af- 
fured confidence from the Scripture, and providences of this 
time compared therewith, I may adventure to write, now is 
this time, and prefent approach thereof, before a greater 
height of that promifed viftory, than any which hath ever yet 
been known over Antichriflian Popery be brought forth* 

CHAP. IV. 

IN this dark hour now on the church, which almoft every 
where is afflifting and fad, and fo many ready to ftumble and 
. faint, it might be of grcateft ufe and weight to bring near our 
thoughts, and have this ftill kept in fight, what an undeniable 
and marvellous witnefs from the Lord hath been to the pub- 
lic caufe and doftrine of the reformed churches, for confirm- 
ing the faith of his people herein, and convincing of others; 
yea, how in divers inftances the Lord's way in the in-bring- 
ing and building his church in'thefe laft times, may be feen 

li^. 
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cxtraofdinapy an4 ^iraculaus> as I ih^U briefly touch in thefe 
following fc-^ioqft. ^ 

SeB. I. Th^t fwift progrefs andconqueft, which the truth 
then h^4 in this great day, of the gofpel's triumph, and what 
intereft \t got for the fixing of thofe famous plantations of the 
crhuTch thK>ugh mHch of Qeumany, France, Switzerland, 
Holland, Denmark, the Low Countries, ^ with Britain and 
Ireland, in lefs Xhm forty ye^s time, with which thefe things 
are obfervable. i. How the tTuth of tlie gofpel tYi^n camt 
not iff wotd onfyf bi^tt m power, and m the tiily Qho/fy and in, 
nmA aj^rancei i Theff. i. 5. AiFiirance of faith and under- 
ftanding anent the truth, and with that fe^ of the greats ft 
enlargement 0/ joy and co^^fifprt, fo as the receimng 6f th^ 
'mord in much ^0iBmii toas nmthjo^ of the Holy, Gko^y yer. 6* 
Z. That in thiahkifed way and truth of the reformed religion, 
now owned and profeflfed, the church did receive the fpirit, 
and fo innumerahle a company in thefe l^ft ages weri^ fealed 
thereby, which is that undoubted feal and atteftation from 
the Lord of his own truth, and the dp^rine thereof, fo cx- 
prefely pjcomifed to his church under the New Teftamept. 
3. That this high fpring-tide of the power and efficacy of 
the word, was after fo bA and vifibk. ^ reftraint had been for 
fo many ages before, whilft Antkhrifmn darknefe had ov^Xr 
fpread the: vii&bie church ^ hut wJhat of the wo^k of the Spirit 
was then only known, as a private feal on the hearts of the 
godly in thofe times of fackcloth and latent condition in the 
wildernefs; not in any fuch way, as a public confirmatory 
wicnefs to the truth) and with thfttevidenc^e and dem^nftra- 
tion oi the Holy Ghoft before the world* as hath been now 
fince the tef ormation : after this bkff<;:d day onpe began to dawil, 
That the Lord did fa. vtfthly rentthe hemens qndcm^edthe moun" 
tains flxiw dmvn at his prefmce, with fo fokinn a down-pouring- 
of the Spirit following the go(pel> aa there could be no ftand- 
ing> but cities and nations were fubjeSed to marvellous 
power foe embracing of the truth. 4. That this great work of 
God was no tranfient glance^ or for a fliort time; hut for 
many years, wherever the truth came, did moft difcemibly 
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accompany the fame not only to afied and convince bjF (ome 
tranfient fluih upon the fpirks of men, but to that foUd and 
eiScfSuai change, as bad thus a vifibie transfofiiiing into that 
blefied image of Chfift by the Spirit ofhfilinefiyfi as it was given 
both to bflieve afid' fiiffer for his ttami. 5. That thia afluredly 
was above all fecondary c^«tf€s, is fuqh, as the ^cateft A- 
theifl: may fee, and how litlle intereil inftrumeats th^i called^ 
forth coukl have in it; but ^at it was the imsiediAte power 
of God, yea, f^ch as even enforced the Antiebrifiian world 
to Wonder, and be in a ftrange amaze, what fuch a thing 
could mean, to fee this fpreading of the truth in fo fliort a 
time, yea, over the belly pf men's furtheft violence and op- 
poiition thereto, where no outward gain or advantage could 
be poiTibly known, fo as to them it difight look as fome uni- 
verfai inchantment : but then, O tj<en, nvere the goings of the 
Isordfeen in his fanStuary full ofmajejly^ and thejhout of a king 
in the midjl of his people; the miniftration of life and power 
did attend hi« ordinances, whilft the hearers might be feen 
with their "ears and hearts at once arrefted under ^ nxelting 
frame of fpirit, and as embtacing the word with their arms, 
&^. 2. This great witnefe and confirmation of the truth 
hath been given thereto fince the late reibrmatipn, that fuch 
a, remarkable growA and fpreading of^ the church, and her 
foreft oppreffion from men, &ould fo vifibly contemporate 
and n^et in the fajne time, and this to be th^ very feafon of 
building his houfe, yea, which, paffcth all natural undcrftand- 
ing, when thefe are fo. clear, i. That fuch fiiflFeringsJbr the 
truth was not by^ a few, which could have been judged as 
fbme ftrange and unufual occurrence only; but of fo innu^ 
merable a company, " Who thus overcame by the bk>od of 
« the lamb, and the word of their teftimony, and loved not 
<^ their lives unto death." 2. Who were not in one place 
and comer only, where they could all meet and have a joint 
correlpondencc with other; but in parts of the earth of fo 
remote diftance, yea, of feverat nations, tongues and lah- 
guagj&s, and thefe aUb of fuch different ages and fexes. 3. Of 
fhefe fa many wife, knowing andjodiciowa whom none qould 
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judge ever to hzvt adventured on fo vifible a ruin and fufFer- 
ing, without the greateft affiirances of the truth, and that un- 
doubtedly it was their intereft and up-making othervifc, 
whilft none then could embrace the truth of the reformed 
religion, but on fuch terms alfo to embrace a fufFering and 
perfecuting lot. 4. *Th"^t her^ might be feen not m6rc of 
cbnftraint from -men, than a vifible choice and delight on theh* 
part to encounter the fame, when a confeffion of the truth 
neceflarily called thereto; yea, (as it is known from the fureft 
* records of the church fmce the reformatioft) even to a court- 
ing of the flames, that they might get a fhare of that bleffed 
triumph; yea, fuch as have been found to (brink, and fome- 
times to faint up6n the approach of lefTer troubles, thus raifcd 
above themfelves with greateft exultation of fpirit, to quit 
wife, children, eftate and life for the teftimony of Jefus Clirili, 
^s is not conceivable without an immediate divine power 
and furtheft aflurance of truth, with fome inconceivable fight 
and lively hope of that glory which> is in another world. 

Se^. 3. It was then, whilft the faints were thus fent forth 
29 ftieep in the midft of wolves, that fo vifible a fulfilling of 
that promife of our Matter, even to the conviftion of the 
world, was made out, Matth. x. 19, 20. Jf^he/j they pall de^ 
liver yon tip^ and lead you before ruler s^ talf^ tw thought ^ for it 
Jlmll be given *^ou in that hour ivkat ye Jhall fpeak: for it is not 
you that fpeak y but the fpirit of your father ivhuh fpeaketh in you. 
And Luke xxi. 15. For I will give you a mouth and nvifdom^ 
which all your adverfaries fhall net be able to reftj}^ or gainfay* 
Which may be yet matter of aftoniftiment to confider, i. 
With what advantage in a grave and ferious compofure of 
fpirit fuch did deport, as were then called to witncfs for 
Chrift; and with that evidence of thp fenfible prefence of 
their Matter with them, as made them no lefs a wonder to 
themfelves, than they were to others. 2. How thus the au- 
thority of the truth did appear, even in the meanett of thofc 
blefied witneiTes, to confound and filencc the adverfary with 
amazement, that as the high priefts, when the apoftles were 
before them, were enforced to have this remark, That they 
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were but mean and unlearned men, and took notice that they 
h^d been with Jefus. 3, Nor can it be in queftion with any, 
who do notfhut their eyes hereat, that this could not poffibly 
be of !hemfelves, or afcribed to flefli and blood, but to the 
immediate afliftance of the I^oly Ghoft: yea, nothing could 
have been lefs expcded in ^ ordinary way, cpnfidering of 
what r^nk and condition in'tbe world many of thefe were, 
who, with the firft breaking Up of the wbA of reformation, 
were then called to witnefe and fufFer for the truth ; of whom 
we have fo Cweet and large ian account tranfmitted, v/hat fur-* 
priling light, ftrength, freedom of fpirit, and refolutipn was 
in that prefent hour given, where there had not wanted ttK>ft 
fenfible faintings and fears before. It is a moft grave re- 
mark, and worthy to be noted, which Doftor Ridley hath 
in a letter to Mr. Bradford, whilft in prifon, which is thi^, 
^* It is wonderful to behold, how the wifdom? of God hath 
^*i infatuated the policy of the world, and fcattered the crafty 
".devices of the wifej fpr when the ftate of religion was 
" once altered here, and perfecution began to wax hot> no 
*^ man doubted but Cranmer,' Latijr^er, and Ridley, ftiQuld 
" hav^ bee^i lirft called to the Hake; but the fubtile policy 
<* of the world fettingus apart, firft afliiulted them by whofe 
** weaknefs and infirmity they thought to have more advan- 
-" tage: but God difappointed their fubtile purpofes; for 
<^ whom the world efteemed the weakeft, they found (praif- 
<^ ed be God) moft ftrong, valiant and found in ChrilVs 
" caufe unto the death, to give fuch an onfet as, I dare fay, 
" allihe angels in heaven do no lefs rejoice to behold in them, 
" than they did, in tlie viftoripus conftancy of Peter, Paul, 
. " Efaias, Elias, or Jeremy, 

SeSl, 4. It was not extraordipary only, but in fome manner 
^ might be called truely miraculous!, that refolution and joy 
which attended Chriftians the;;! in their extremeft fufFerings, 
. and thpfe comforts of the Holy Ghoft, which they did wit- 
nefs. This muft be acknowledged amongft the great things ^ 
of the Lord, and his immediate appearance, in making him- 
felf thus to be admired in his faints, thofe bleffed fuffering 
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witneffes to bi^ truth in tbefc laft titties: a hiftdty of that im- 
port and weight, whkh brings in a rent therewith, for con- 
firming the chuTKjh ih after-times, ^nd to the praife and glory 
of herblefled head,- as doth to the furthelt cortipenfe all that 
blodd (preck'HS^ in the fight tf ^ Lord) and foteft wreftlijlgs 
6f his people. Yeia, whei^ci r. ft \& fulre none can ftippofe 
a diffimulation, or that this cdukl be^a coimterf^lt or parfbnate 
bufinefs, what thoffe choice witneie^ df Ghrift did then wif- 
nefs, of that inexpreffible joy and comfort they feU xfpoft 
their foul; or that fu(;h would then ceafe to fpeak the tn»th, 
who in that very hour for the truth's fake, had choofed death 
rather than life, and ^cre ftepping in upoii etett^ity> 2. 
Whilft nothing vHible could be known tti give a rife thereto, 
is fuch, that no natural i^afon can comprehend, as if they 
had foregone human paffions^ and that feeling which flefh 
and blood hiuft needs have of fuch torments they then en- 
dure<i. 3.' Yea, which our nature caftnot but abhor, nnd 
{brink at, and whilft life is fo fweet and natikal for all to 
feek and preferve, and on the fmalleft receding from thfe 
truth, deliverance was fo eafy to be had: furc this {even the 
moft profefled AtbeSfts bfcitig appealed to herein )muft enforce 
a conviAion of a more excellent fpirit, than that of the world. 
4. That this alfo was nd product of a diftempered judgment, 
whilft their adverfories were enforced to fee, what 'feriouf- 
nefs of fpirit, meeknefs, teiidcmefs, and -bowels of compaf- 
fion even towards their perfecutors, without bittemefs and 
revenge, fuch did witniefs in thofe great fufFerings. 5. What 
Tare examples thofe alfo were of the reality of holinefs, mor- 
tification to the worM, and fubduedncfs to the flefli, and as 
a vifible tranfcript in praftice, of that truth and doctrine of 
Chriftianity, whfch they bare witnefs to before men. To give 
in inftances to confirm this, is fome way the mote difficult,, 
that they are fo innumerable, nor can it anfwer here, where 
I judge it neceffary to be fliort, whilft the martyrologies of the 
church are extant. Some few only I cannot well pafs with- 
out a brief touch thereat, i. Th?t remarkable arfd fweet 
account, which Faninus an Italian martyr, who fuflfered at 
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Fcrrara^ gate to fome, as he was going to fiiffer; who aflced 
at, him theteafoh of fiich joy and comfort he then witifieffed^ 
after fo many fliarp conflifts.he had before^ and what now 
he was to undergo^ fince his Lord and mafter was in fueh 
agony before his death? anfweredj ^* That CbxHl had fufFer- 
" ed all thtife confli£ks with hell and death that were due to 
« us, being in our room,, that we might be fiepd from tht, 
«« pain and preflure thereof, when called. t0 fuffer.'* 2*» 
That inftance fet down at la^rge by Mr. FqXj in the book 
of Martyrs, of a faithful andr holy minifter in queen Mary's 
time, Mr. Robert Samuelj whofe cruel ufage iii the prifon 
was fuch, that he was chained upi to a great ppft; fo that 
(landing only upon one tiptoe, he was fain to bear tip the 
weight of his whole body* and gave him only once at day 
three mouth-full of bread, and as much water, to preferv6 
hin^ more for further totment, than for neceffary food 5 at 
laft, when he was brought forth to be burnt, which was 
ea£y, to what he had fuffered before; he related to his friends^ 
<« That after l^ehad been thus cruelly yfed, and for fome 
" days pinched with hunger and thirft in the greateft extre- 
" mity, he fell into a fleep; at which time, one^lpthed ail in 
*^ white feemed to ftand beforfc him, who miniflered com- 
*^.fort to himj faying, Samuel, Samuel, be of good cheerj 
** and take good heart upto you ; for after this day you (hall 
** hunger and thirft no more, which accordingly he found to 
** come to pafs: yea, he told them, that he had fome wonder- 
ful comforts in thofe affliftions imparted from Chrift, as he 
could not in modefty utter the fame. During the tihic of 
his burning, his body did (hine, and looked as bright as new 
tri^d filver, to the ) conviction and aftonifhment of all that. 
* looked on. 3. That notable inftance related by Beza, and 
particularly fet down iit learned Hottinger's Ecclcfiaftical 
Hiftory of, one whom Beza, calls that Ghriftian Scaevola, 
though a mean countryman, that being occafionally prefent 
at Tourney in France,. where mafs was faid by a prieft, was 
fo overcome with the zeal of God, and againft fuch horrid 
idolatry, whilft he was lifting up the Hoftia, as he went to 
Vol. II. K k . 
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him, and pulled it out of his hand, throwing it down on the 
ground, and turning to the people, faid, « Do ye worfhip 
«< fuch a God as this ?" Thus b,eing prefently taken and fen- 
tcnccd to hare firft his right-hand, and one of* his legs burnt 
in the fire, before the reft of his body; when brought to the 
ftake, did moft cheerfully hold forth his hand, and fuffered the 
burning of it, without the leaft vifible appearance of pain, or 
flirinkingj and after this cheerfully fmiling, fujflfered alfohis 
kg to be put into the flame, faying, « O how blefled a ftep and 
« way is this, by which I am to enter into eternal life!" Af*- 
ter which his whole body being thrown into the fi^-e, he flepi 
iti the Lord. 4. I (hall here alfo fet down that aftonifliing 
example, by the fame author at length fet down, which was 
fo public and famous in the year 1550, of Gabriel Berodinus, 
that blefled martyr, who was burnt at Cambray, wha a little 
before had been much taken with fear and horror, whilft a 
witnefs to the fufierings of another martyr, fo as, upon hh 
bfeing apprehended, did a little flirink in his teftimony to the 
truth, but after, through grace, got fuch a recovery^ and in 
that manner ftrengthened in his foul as with grcateft refolu- 
tion he chopfed to embrace death, yea', in that manner, which 
was to be burnt alive, rather than to recede in the leaft from 
the truths which his adverfaries perceiving, and fearing that 
his fpeaking to the multitude at the ftake might wrong their 
caufe, did order the executioner to have his tongue cut outr 
but after, by an extraordinary, yea, miraculous appearance of 
the Lord,, he did not at all ceafe to fpeak at freedom, fo as 
he was fully underftood: upon which the magiftrate, who 
was then prefent, and had ordered this, did feverely accufe 
the executioner, as if he had not cut his tongue rightly out, 
though without ground*, to whom Berodinus anfwered, to ^ 
the hearing of many, ** That this was not in his power, nor 
•♦ i« any way poffible to hinder him to fpeak, and thus^to 
<« confefs the truth. 5. That Englifli Gentleman Thomas 
Haukes, who for a time had followed the court, but, after 
the Lord was pleafed to make hxmfelf known to him, fuflfered 
for the truth in Queen Mary's reign, whofc rcfolution ami 
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conftancy is at length ihewe4 by Mr. Fox, yet wanted not 
fometimes a ftirinking in hi8 thoughts at the tonncnt of the 
fire. And thereupon being prefled by fome of his friends, 
as he was going to the ftakc, that in the midft of the flame 
he would fliew them fome token, if he could, how it was 
with him, and if. the fire was not fc intolerable, but that there- 
in one might have his mind kept quiet and patient, which he 
promifed, that if the rage of the pain were made eafy and 
tolerable, he would lift up hia hands above his head before bis 
death. Thus with much quiet and patience of fpirit he ad- 
drefled himfelf to the fire, where, after he had continued 
long and his fpeech taken away by the flame, his ikin drawn 
all together, and his fingers confumed with the fire, fo as all 
thought he had been dead, he gave the forementioned fign, 
** Suddenly lifting up his hands all burning in a light fire, 
<« and with great joy clapt them three times together." 
Whereupon there was flioutings amongft the people, efpeci- 
ally by thofe that knew the meaning of it, as the like has 
fcarce been heard: and fo this blefled martyr, prefently fink- 
ing down into the fire, gave up his fpirit unto God, in the 
year 15 5^5. Which could not but enforce a ftrange amaze 
upon the adverCary, to fee what could make fuch infufl^erablc 
pain and torment fo fweet and eafy, as fome of thofe, when 
they were witneffes to the joy and tefolution of the Protef- 
tants, when brought to the fire, faid,- " It behoved to be 
*^ from the Devil, who had taken all feeling from them." 

Se£l. 5. It is fure, that convincing feal and witriefs to the 
truth of the reformed religion can be hid from none, of the 
oppofition and contrariety of the ungodly world, and fpirit 
thereof, to the fame. And thus, i. How fuch a darknefs 
isa witnefs to the light, and the excellency of this blefied 
way may be known by that oppofite and contrariety of the 
fpirit of profanity and ungodlinefs thereto. 2. So ftrange 
and natiiral an antipathy in a&ing thus, as from inward prin- 
ciples might be feen, wdth that perfecuting fpirit of the Popifli 
adverfaries to the truth, fo as they cannot be at reft, where 
they have the fmalleft accefs or advantage of power to pur- 
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fue thofc, from-^wbom they are forced to coflfefs they had 
no perfonal injury,' or incitement that way. Let any perufe 
the moft impartial records of church-hiftory in thefe latter 
times J yea, let the moft indiiFertnt on-lookets fpeak but their 
confcience herein, if the moft leading perfecutors, which 
have ft ill been againft; the i*ef<M?med churchy have tiot be^n 
aB vifibly ftated in oppofition to the truth and power of reli- 
gion. And as Terlullian of the primitive ^imes fpeaks in his 
apology anent Nero, " The truth might boaft in having fuch 
<* open adverfaries." 3. Thus* was it feen, by what a fpirit 
fuch inftruments were tl^en afted to exercife thefe cruelties, 
and with what fury and impetuous violence, as under fome 
vifible force they afted, as it might be truelyfaid of many, 
they were almoft divefted of human ftiape, and vifibly trans- 
formed into the image of the Devil. 4. We feealfo, when 
once that great ftandard of Satan's kingdom was fo remark- 
ably fet up, fo|r an open war againft the kingdom of Cbrift, 
after the reformation, what a more, excellent and invincible 
fpirit did then lift a ftandard againft this, before which their 
adverfaries could not ftand; yea, even in being overcome, 
bow thofe blefled witneffes to the truth were made overcom- 
ers^ I fhall but fet down two inftances, the one under the 

"^-^fetherland perfecution, by Duke de Alva, of one John Har- 
win, a foldier of a moft diflblute life ; but being once en- 
lightened with the knowledge of the truth, fo as this change 
was evident to others, was quickly noticed, and put in prifon: 
about which the godly in thefe parts were, in fome fear, con- 

. fidering his late beginning, and what his former life had 
been; but he difappointed all their fears with cleareft' evi- 
dence, not only of a found judgment, but alfo how he had 
• profited in the fchool of Chrift ; and when he was condemn- 
ed, as he went to execution, faid, <*'See here how the wicked 
*^ world rewartjeth the poor fervants of Chrift ; whilft I was 
'^ a drunkard and pla>yer at cards and dice, and living in all 
*^ diflblutenefs ^and profanity, I was never then in hazard; 
" but no fooner began I to feek after the truth, and a godly 
♦* life, but prefently the world made war againft me, and bc^ 
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** came my enemy; but the fervaat is no better than his 
^* Lord." The othpr is that famous paffage of the afTaifina- 
tion of John Diazius a Spaniard, after he was enlightened by 
the truth, and at once through grace began to know the re^ 
formed religion, and what it was to be a Chriftian in earneftj 
againft whom his own brother Alphonfus Diazius was driven 
with fuch a fury, yea, in that deliberate manner alfo, as, 
under cover of the greateft affcdion, he did unawares aflault 
him, and was the ihftrument of his death, who, though by the 
friendfhip of the Popilh party he was acquit, after he was 
taken for that faftj yet, by the holy judgment of the Lord^ 
was forced to be his own cxecutbner. 

SeSf. 6. The vifible fall and dccreafe of Satan's kingdom 
before the truth, when once the light of the gofpel after the 
reformation broke forth may be convincing and cjcar, i . That 
then Satan's binding up and fall, did follow from fuch open 
reign, which in former ages he had under the darknefs of 
Popery, by that prevalence of ignorance, idolatry, fuperfti- 
tion and perfecution againft the truth, over the vrodd. 2. So 
remarkable. a reftraint which followed, of fuch frequent ap- 
paritions, which had been in former times, of fpirits, giving 
^ut that they were the fouls of perfon^ departed and craved 
help from ijaeir friends, of SouUraaffes for their relief out of 
Purgatory. It is, I confefs, ftrange and amazing to think 
what a darknefs this was, and under what an awe and dread, 
by fuch ordinary converfe of the Devil in this manner o( his 
appearance^ moft of the Chriftian world were then; yea, 
upon what authority did the Romifh church lay the greateft 
weight of many^ of their tenets, fuch as Purgatory, the necef- 
fityof Soul-mafles, &c. tho' nothing more evidently contrary 
to the Scripture, which (hews, there can be no return of the 
fpirits of fuch as are departed, nor are we to expeft another 
teacher to be fent to us, than the Scriptures of truth. But now, 
fince the breaking forth of the light, it might be clearly feen 
how much thefe are gone, and Satan's^' power thus under re- 
ftraint to a£t that part nnd deceive the world as formerly tho' 
pothing was more Ordinary and frequent in thofe dark times. 
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3* It is known how bjr tibe gofpel> within the precin£l of the 
church how remarkabljr the Devil's power hath been rc- 
ftrained, from that fanuitar converfe which was then under 
fttch appearances, as of Fairies, and othcrwife alfo fpirita* 
haunting of houfes; fo as the ceafingof the Heathenifh ora- 
cles did not more difcemibly follow upon the firft times of 
the gofpel, tlwm this reftraint of evil fpirits in fuch ordinary 
appearances hath followed, even to the conviclion of the 
Popifh adverfariesx fince the' late blefled reformation from 
Antichriftian Popery. Many confirming inftauccs might be 
given for this-, I fhall here mention one, which is at large 
fet down by Mr. Fox and other writers, of that lK>ly and 
excellent minifter of Chrift, Mr. Tindal, the firft tran%tor 
of the Scripture in Englilh after the reformation, that being 
at Antwerp, whilft the perfccution was hot in England a- 
gaihft the truth, he was fhewed by fome Englifli merchants 
there of a notable magician in the place, whofe ufe was at 
feafts, or when they ufed to picct at fupper, to bring to the 
table whatever wines or delicious fruit the company would 
defiire, and fet prefently before them, with other amazing 
proofs of the power of the Devil; upon which, Mr. Tindal, 
^perceiving what a fnare this might be to fome, defired, that 
when they met the next time together with him, he might 
be prefent, without being known what he was, and after 
they were mzt^ and at table, this wretched Magician after 
his manner began to try his art, but in vain; for whilft he 
had wearied himfelf in following all his fpells and incantati- 
ons, and what the furtheft that heUfti fleill and power could 
do, to fatisfy the company, he was at laft enforced to that 
confefTipn before them all, " There was one of the company 
«* tliat hindered his work, by reafon of whom he could get 
" nothing done at that time.'' 

■ Se^. 7. I iluU further add this great witnefs and attefta- 
lion to the truth of the reformed religion, viz. by the fpirit 
of holinefs, and how the power of Chriftianity, and love 
thereof, did at once break forth with the purity thereof; a- 
bout which thefe things may be dcmonftrably clear, i,. 
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That with the difcovery of that fwcct ind excellent truth of 
the righteoufnefs of the gofpel, and the do^arinc of grace, 
in oiir being juftified by feith abae in Jefus Chrift, (the 
clear breaking up of which light in thcfe laft time^, was as 
life from the dead to the church, after a long and dark night 
of Antichriftianifm had goi>e before to obfcore it ; a trutji 
for fo many ages detained in unrighteoufnefs, that our being 
juftified, is in the accepting of Jefus Chrift, as he is offered , 
in the gofpel*, and as it is in the cafe j:^ marriage, which 
confifts not in the fending, or accepting of gifts, but in the - 
accepting of the perfon) how remarkable an enlargement a^id 
out-letting therewith, was not only of the peace and com- 
forts of the Holy Ghoft, but of the fpirit of holinefs, fo as^ 
the freedom of grace leadijig into the greateft tendemefs in 
the walk and practice of Chriftians, with thefe natire tend- 
encies, ^jrfiich the one hath to the enforcement of the other, 
did then vifibly appear; yea, that marvellous change, with 
a new luftre and appearance this did put upon tfie churcji, 
with fuch innumerable and rare examples of holinefs brought 
forth, who ftitned in that day in love, himiility, mortification, 
felf-denial, and zeal, for the intereft of Chrift, to enforce this 
conviftio'n therewith, that then was the fpirit given from 
the Lord to his church, and that wind did blow upon his 
garden, when the fpices thereof did fend forth fo fweet and 
fragrant a fcent. 

2. It was then the truth of holinefs; and that this was no 
perfonated fhew and appearance, did fo vifibly appear upon 
trial, in preferring Jefus Chrift and his truth to . the world, 
and all interefts there, when brought m competition with 
him. It is fure, no weapon hath been more made ufe of a- 
gainft the church, and hath tended to ruin more than thif?,^ 
that whilft otlier fnares have killed their thoufands, of this 
it may b^ truely faidj its ten thoufands; but thus the con* 
quering power of Chrift on the fpirits of his people, had 
fuch a folemn triumph, as that great cloud of witndTes, who 
refifted unto blood, choofing to forfake houfes, lands, and 
all pleafures and enjoyments on the earth for the truth, may 
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unto this day be a^ftandtng witnefs thereto. To give inftati- 
ces of fuch (hould be UTmeceflary, when. the whole fpeaks 
this forth. I fhall touch thefe three remarkable exanaples> 
of fome who had a great intcrcft in the eardi to adventure 
beyond others, and the more- rare, becaufe ** Not*many no- 
" ble, liot many wife," or of great pofleflions here, of whom 
can be expefted fuch^a teftimony. i. That fajnous inftance 
of the Marquis of Vico^ Galleacius Carracciolus, who, a lit- 
tle after the reformation, being one of mo ft natural accom- 
plifhments, had what the world could defire of outward plea- 
fures, with further expeftarion of preferment, being the 
Pope's nephew; yet for the truth did quit all, yea, wife and 
children, choofmg rather to live in a mean eftate, and as an 
exile in Geneva, than in all the fulnefs of'thofe dcfirable 
things that Italy could afford: Yea, upon his paning with 
his friends and family, when he was put to conflift with fo 
extraordinary an affault, with the weeping and cries ' of his 
lady and cliildren, had thefe words, " Let him be accurfecl 
*^ that prefers all the pleafures of this world, to one hour's 
<* conununion witii Jefus Chrift." 2. That choice prince John 
Frederick of Saxony, when detained captive by Charles the 
fifth Emperor, was prefEngly importuned to cede a little in 
the intereft of reKgion, and to einbrace that doftrine called 
the Intrim, then defigned for a reconcilement betwixt Protef- 
tants and Papifts, by the politicians of that time, yea tl js, 
with fuch a bait of having liberty and reftitution, of his e- 
ftate, did with that bleffed peremptorinefs, which is beccm- 
ing thofe who ever knew that power of the love of Chrifl on 
their fouls, rejeft alT, with this return; " Since the Lord 
"had enlightened my fpirit by the truth, and knew it aiTur- 
<^ edly to be fuch, there were no lefs terms, whereon I can 
*< recede from it than everlafting periihing, and Oiould t^hus 
** condemn what hitherto I have owned and embraced as 
** the doftrineof Chrift; yea, even to adventure on the fm 
*« againft the Holy Ghoft. And why do you think I am 
«* thus tenacious, to hazard ail outward intcrefts for adher- 
•* ence to the truth, but that my ftudy and aim is here, thaty 
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*' after this fad and fbort time of my continnajice in the 
•* world, I may reach forward unto an eternal life, and to 
" that inexpreflible joy that is above? I know by fome I am 
*' defamed, as if it were not religion, but matter of fame and 
«^ repute, I fought after: But would any think that thefe 
'« could be fireferable to n^e, before my eftate, liberty, and 
«' enjoyment of wife and children with comfort as forn>erly? 
** And here before God, I bear diisf wknefs, and hope to have 
" con6dence herein, when I (hall be called before his judgr 
** ment-feat, I have had no other aim in any public aftings 
** than this, that keeping clofe by the truth and way ;of the 
*^ Lord, I might ^tt^n that Weffcd inheritance which is in hea- 
ven."" Thus did .that Meffed hero ftand and withftand in fuch 
an affault as Sleiden doth at length .0iew, lib. 20. page 260^ 
3. It is worthy of obferve ajfo, of IJenry, one of the princes 
of Saxony, to whom his brother George one of the 4lukes of 
that Boufe, h^vinj^ a great principality and eftate, but moft 
bitterly Popifli, fent fome erpbaflkdors in time of his fioknefs, 
fhewing, that if he would renounce the Proteftant religion; 
yea, that if he would be fure to make no alteration, to pre- 
judge the Popifli intereft in his territories, he on that condi- 
tion would make him heir of all, otherwife had by teftament 
difponed the fame unto C?efar and Ferdinand his btother. 1>0 
whom this prince gave this anfwerj " This is'fuch a tenta^ 
** tion, as Satan gave againft Chrift, Fall down and ivorjhip 
" met and I will give thee all things. But diink ye that I 
" would forfake the known truth and purity of religion fcwr 
*^ riches?" Nay, he difmifled 'them with a moll pereniptory 
refufal; but ere thefe ambafladors were returned to their 
prince, he was departed, and Henry went immediately and 
entered into pofFeffion of that eftate, and reftored the reform- . 
ed religion there. 

3. Thefe deep foul-e^ercifes, brokennefs of fpirit, yea, the 
terrors of the law* in greateft.earneft prefling down the fouls 
of many Ghtiftians then, wi|h that fweet refuit after in a fo- 
lid ferenity and peace, yea, tendernefs of walk unto their 
death, may convincingly witnefs that weight and power of 
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the truth of godlinefs fuch were under. It is true the Lord 
was gracioufly pleafed to keep this much off the fpiritsofhis 
fufFerihg witnefles, who were then called forth to witnefs 
even unto death for the truth: And it might be feen, what 
a fun-fhine of inexpreffible joy and light, they were then 
kept in, amidft thofe fharp aflaults; but after the extremity 
of perfecution had fome abatement, then Were thofe inward 
conflifts more frequent. Inftances have been fo known, as I 
judge it not needful to fpeak much therein. Two paflages 
only I muft touch; one of that rare lEnglifh gentleman Mr. 
John Glover, who fufFered and was in hazard from the Po- 
pifli party, yet not unto death; which is the more remark- 
able, that his brother Mr. Robert Glower, who was burht at 
a ftake for the truth, was not in that manner tried. I fhall 
fet down Mr. Fox's own words in the book of Martyrs of 
him. << I was twice or thrice with him, whom partly by 
*« his talk I perceived, partly with my eyes I faw to be fo 
** worn and confumed by the fpace of five years, that almoft 
« neither enjoying of meat, quiet of fleep*, pleafure of his life, 
*^ was left him; fo that if it had not pleafed Ghrift fome- 
*^ times to have relieved his poor fervant, fo far worn, with 
** fuch feafonable comforts now and then betwixt times, it 
*^ had been impoffible for him to fuftain fuch torments ; the 
*^ chief caufe whereof was, that having been gracioufly called 
*^ by the light of the gofpel, and felt wonderful taftes of 
*^ Chrift's heavenly kingdom, upon fome declining of his 
*^ heart after the world, he was affirighted with that text, 
** Heb. vi. 4. of having finned againft the Holy Ghoft ; 
*^ which fo wrought upon him, that if he had been in hell, 
" he could not have more defpaired-of his falvation.^ In this 
" his intolerable anguifh, though he had no joy i;i his meat, 
" yet he was forced to eat againft his appetite, that he might 
^^ thus defer the time, as long as could be, of his damnation. 
*^ But though he fuffered many years fuch fad temptations 
<^ and ftrong bufFettings of Satan, yet the Lord, who gra- 
** cioufly prcferved him all that while, did at laft, not only 
<^ free him thereof, but alfo framed him thereby, as he being 
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'^^ like one already placed in heaven, ai}d dead to. this world, 
*^ both in words and afFeftions, led a life wholly celeftial, 
*« abhorring all profane doings, his difcourfeand words being 
•* always fuitable thereto." 2. I fhall add here, that known 
and rare inftance alfo, of Mrs. Katharine Brettergh, who 
lived in Lancafliire, as her life and death, which iS at length 
fet forth by itfelf (hews, what a Angular grave and folid Chrif* 
tian {he was, to the conviftion not of a few, but of the place, 
and country where fee lived; but, fome (hort time before the 
Lord called her to himfelf, was exercifed with fuch ftrange 
inward terrors upon her fpirit, as all might difcem, not by 
her cries and complaints only, (though otherwife in greateft 
compofure of mind) that ibe was forfaken of the Lord, but 
to the affefting her body, bringing it low, fometimes the 
fweat burfting out upon her, fo as all might fee what the 
preflure and pain was which fhe had within; the rife where- 
of was her apprehended hypocrify, wanting of that feriousr 
nefs, and being fuitably earned in embracing of religion; yea, 
that fhe had not fo glorified the Lord, efpecially with her 
tongue, nor had the fincere love to him that {he ought. Her 
conflift and terrpr continued a confiderable time, fome of 
the mo{l folid and grave mini{ler8 of that country, being oft 
with her: but at laft, that blefTed viftory and triumph fhe 
got was no lefs marvellous, after the Lord did^break in with 
light, and ^ifcoveries of himfelf. Some of thofc cxpre{Eons 
flie then had of her comforts, I fhall but in a {hort touch here 
mention, with which {he w^s fometimes -enforced to bur{l 
out: " O the joys, the joys, the joy^ that I feel in my foul! O 
" they be wonderful, they be wonderful ! the place where I 
** now am is fweet and pleafant, how comfortable is the fweet- 
<< nefs I feel that delights my foul? the taft^fjs precious, do 
«« you not feel it ! Oh fo fweet as it is ! And at other times, 
*« O my fweet Saviour, {ball I be one with thee, as thou art 
« one with the Father? And, dofl thou fo love i^ie that am 
<^ duft,. to make me partaker of glory with Chrift? O how 
<* wonderful is thy love ! and Oh that my tongue and heart 
^f were able to found fotth thy praifes as I ought!" At anp* 
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ther time flie buf ft forth thus; " Yea, Lord, I feel thy mercy, 
" atKl I am aflured of thy love ; and fo certain I am thereof, 
*• as thoo art that God of truth, even fo certainly do I knovir 
<<myfelfta be thine, O Lord my God, a«d this my foul 
<^ knoweth right well," which laft \*rords fhe again doubled. 
To a grate mmifter one Mr. Harrifon then with her, Oie faid, 
<* My foul hath been compaffed with the terrors of death, the 
*' forrows of hell were upon me, s^nd a wiHernefs of woe 
" was iti me; but blefled, bleflfed, bleffed be the Lord my 
<* God, he hath brought me to a place of reft, even to the 
** fweet mnnihg water s'of fife. The way I now go in is a 
«^ fweet and eafy way, ftrowed T^ith flowers; he hath brought 
" me to a place more fweet than the gatrden of Eden, O the 
** joy, the joy, the delights and joy that I feel! O how won*- 
<* derful!" And as her ftrength began to fail her, with a 
fweet coimtenafnce and ftill voice, faid, *' My warfare is ac- 
** complifhed, and my iniquities are pardoned, Whom have 
''I in heaven but thee?" &c. This inftance I ehoofe the 
more to fet down, that feveral of the Popifli party in that 
country then, did objed this againft the Proteftant religion, 
that it had fuch foul-terrors following the fame ; but it is not 
ftrange, for fftch as zfc ftrangers, to the Scripture, to the life 
of the faints there, to the truth of holinefs on their own foul, 
that this is beyond their reach or underftanding. Yea, a 
wounded fpirit, with thofe great realities of the joy and con- 
folation of God, by a touch -of the blefled healer's hand is no 
fhew, but found to be in greateft eatneft, though he does not 
in a like manner or meafure thus deal with his people. Here 
I muft add a paffege of one of the moft grave,*] udicious and 
holy minifters of Chrift I knew in the age he lived in, that 
having been moft of the day before in fellowfiiip with fome, 
Chriftians, who were under rare and deep exercife of mind, 
he lay down at night in fdmer heavinefs, and much troubled 
that he knew not fuch by experience ats thofe were; but that 
night in the nridft of his fleep, he faid, (I fhall fet down his 
own words from himfelf, who now is in glory) " There 
*< came upon me fuch a terror of the wrath of God ths^t if it 
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" had inereafed a fmall degree higher, or /continued a minute 
<* longer than it didi I had been in as dreadful a condition as 
«* ever living man was in-," but it was inftantty removed, and 
then he had a voice fpoke to him within his heart, and faid, 
<« See what a fool thou art, to defirc the thing thou couldft 
" not endure;" ahd which he thought ftrange alfo, that nei- 
' ther the horror, nor the relief he had out of it, did then a- 
"wake htm out of his fleep till the morning, but the weight and 
impreffion of it remained for a confiderabk time thereafter. 
4. It may be evident, not only in thofe fufFering times of 
the church fmce the reformation, but to this very^ay, that 
majefty and authority doth attend holinefs, fo as to enforce 
an awe and refpeft on the confcience even of the haters there- 
of, and their oeing (truck with the conviflion of a more ex- 
cellent fpirit in fuch (whofe zeal and clofe adherence to the 
reformed religion hath been alfo moft difcernible) than the 
fpirit which is of the world; yea, how vifibly thofe did move 
in an higher fphere, and from other principles, than upon 
any outward intereft, ahd that it was an undpubted product 
of the fpirit of God. This was fo convincing, after the re- 
formation to the advcrfaries themfelvcs, that many judged 
it their intereft to have the fiiiFerings of Proteftants lefs public 
and obvious, (incc their deport enforced an awful conviction 
upon all, that affuredly God was with them; nor hath there 
any time (ince been wanting moft obfervable inftances to 
confirm this. I remember, amongft other remarks of the 
church in Ireland, a little time before the rebellion there, I 
had from a great minifter of Chrift, who was moft inftru- 
mental in th^work of the Lord there, that as he did not 
think there were more lively and experienced Chriftians 
any where, nor were at that time there, and thefe not a few, 
but in a large number, and feverals of .them perfons of a con- 
fiderable outward eftate in the world, who were then brought 
in by the gofpel, moft of whom before that change. Had been 
moft ignorant and profane: how fUch likewife was their con- 
vincing and tender walk, as they were generally revcfeficed 
|jy the gracelefs multitude, yea, on whofe confcience (Vas en- 
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forced an awful, regard of the truth of holinefs, that was fo 
convincingly witnefled in their praftice. And then alfo, 
(which was obfervable) how almoft no jar or jealoufy was 
to be found, either amongft mirtifter§ or private Chriftians 
there: but tlieir great contention was to prefer others to 
thcmfelves; and in thofe days it was fweet and eafy for mi- 
nifters to preach and pray both in public and private; fiich 
was the hunger of their hearers, their food being remarkably 
kt out to fo large a defire and appetite. 

CHAP. V. 

SeB. I. BESIDES that which hath been (hewed in the 
preceding chapter, of thofe great confirmations put to the 
Proteftant caufe and dodlrine of the reformed churches in 
thefe latter times, yea, thus alfo to the truth of Chriftianity, 
it being fure, the Proteftant religion is nothing elic but this, 
in the truth and purity tlaereof. It may be further ftrength- 
ening, and a fweet remark, in this fad and fhaking time, to 
confider with what brightnefs and luftre fo many have gone 
off the ftage, of fuch as have been moft ferious, and fervent 
in the reformed religion, in thefe after t;imes, fince that great 
fury and perfccution from Antlchrift hath been reftrained ; 
whofe in'exprelFible peace and joy with fome extraordinary 
glances then, of that blefled eftate they were then entering 
into, could poflibly be hid from none, even moft ordinary on- 
lookers, and with thefe convincing evidences thereof, i. Of ^ 
that complacency and joy their fouls had in the truth they 
had profeffed, and their finding the wiinefs-of their con- 
fcience, and the approbation of God herein fo fweet a feaft, 
whilft they were then turning their face to the wall, as it 
might be feen, that inward joy and peace did thus far exceed 
their outwad pain, and more fenfible to tliem than their fick- , 
liefs, 2. That furely tlie ground on which fuch a confidence 
2nd ferenity of fpirit was founded, muft be fomething above 
nature, and fuch as was able to bear out under the greateft 
iiprm and aflanlt, as all might fee, here could be no nailed 
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fliew or counterfeit. 3. That thus, even here, a more near 
and fenfible correfpondence with heaven is known to fome, 
than moft feem to be aware of; yea, fuch as (except men 
fliut their eyes) it might be eafy to difcern, how thefe, when 
dying, have had the vail in an extraordinary manner drawn 
by, and been admitted to fome light of that, which th^m- 
felves could not poflibly exprefs, and id know fomething of 
an aQual pofleflion, and thofe foretaftes of the glory they 
were entering into, than can be conceived at a diftance: 4. 
How difcernible this abundant entrance, and fulnefs of peace 
enjoyed in the dying hour of the faints, hath followed their 
clofe adherence to the way of the Lord, and the Proteftant 
dpftrine now under fuch reproach. 

It is true, that not in a like manner is the Lord's dealing 
with the choiceft of his people, but fuch who have fhined 
brightly in theit day, may go off the ftage filent and with lit- 
tle appearance. I have known fome, of whom I write this 
with the greateft certainty, how their continued work and 
pracJiee did fpeak to all, the truth of ferious godlinefs, the 
blefl'ed finifhing of whofe courfe hath fome difcernible re- 
ftraint as to any fuch appearance then ; whilft the Lord*s 
condefcending with fuch a vifible gale of fenfe, and triumph- 
ing joy to others in the clofe of their life, may be underftood 
more with refpeft to fome public ufe and import, than for 
themfelves, as ^ dying teftimony and feal of the faints to the 
truth. And I hope this may be for advantage and edificati- 
on, to fet down here fome fpecial and weighty inftances to 
commend the blefled way of the Lord, and for confirming 
others therein j whofe laft teftameht and dying breath (whilft 
their words are of more weight than at other times) did fo- 
lemnly witnefs to this truth and faithfylnefs, by putting 
their feal thereto: Yea, fuch inftances, as the world may 
fee, ^nd have the convidion hereof enforced by this fhort 
touch, what is that blefled fruit ;ind gain, which follows up- 
on ferious godlinefs, when once it comes to an a£ling the 
laft fcene of death; what another appearance thefe have, 
and th^t here muft be fomething above nature v yea, what 
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rare endowments and parts thefc had, as well as piety, who 
with fuch fweet and odoriferous fragrancy hath their re- 
membrance thus tranfmitted; that we may fee alfo, what 
choice and excellent perfbns have followed* ai^d been brought 
forth fince the reformation from Popery, of fuch various 
degrees and employments, bearing one and that fame wknefs 
to the truth. Some of which I have choofed to infert here, 
are out of Melchior Adamus a grave writer, being in the La- 
tin, and tbefe boojks fo rare, as inight be little known or ac- 
ceiTible to the moft; for thefe other paflages which follow, 
I may witli confidence fay, I have been to the furthell con- 
cerned about the certainty thereof, as fliall be more particu- 
larly (hewed. 

Se^. 2. /Firft inftance fet down, is that notable German 
phyfician, Joachim us Curaeus, born in Freaftadt, who died 
jinno 1573. a man, as of choice and Angular piety, was of a 
great learning alfo, had his -days (hortened by a burning fe- 
ver, in which, as in the whole of his former life', did ^p^ar 
the fubje£ledh^fs of his foul, yet with moft fervent breath- 
ings of love towards Chrift, (and as its ufually found) a moft 
fweet concord here betwixt the condufton and premifes of 
his former walk and prafkice. Amongft many remarkable 
fpeeches he then had, and are at length recorded by Melchi- 
or Adamus, thefe I Ihall here mention. « I am opprefled, 
*^ Lord, but to me it is enough, that thy hand hath done it; 
** my body now fuffers becaufe of fin, but my foul is raifid 
*^ and comforted with the aiTurance of eternal life: But I 
" will wreftle with Jacob until the bnghtnefs of thy light 
*< appe«ir to me. Come, Lord Jefus, and let all that love 
•* thee, fay, come, and he that loves the not, let him be A- 
** nathema Maranatha. Thou knoweft who fearcheft the 
** the heart, I love thee, with thee I fliall be at the begin- 
*^ ning of this ijew year, and fatisfied with thy fight, and 
•^ drink of the wine of that everlafting joy in thy Father's 
** houfe, where tliere are many manfions, and one alfo is for 
«* me there." And then had thefe words, which I choofe 
lather to fet down in the Latin, having fuch a fweet empha^ 
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fis dierc. yam meum peBus ardet confpeBu vifae eterhae^ cujus 
verefentio in me initia. "I have, learned to knoM^ thee, arid 
♦* with fome aim to hav^ others know ti^e aright, Son of 
" God,* ^dkrtowledge me alfo, and take^me into thy embr^ce- 
*^ rtients. To eome to thee, my foul with de.fire leaps for 
'< joy^ and becaufe it is yet with4ield, I think the time long; 
«« r defire to be diifolted. O diflblve me, that I may be 
'* with thee, I am overwearied here, I gfoail for that dwell- 
« iflg above, thou which haft revealed to me, as the travel- 
« ling matt in a dafk night looks for the fun; fo do I eat- 
" neftly look after the brightncfs of that light, which is in 
" the fight of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft. Now when 
" my bWath and fpirits are to fail, let, O blefled Saviour, 
•^ thy Spirit fpeak arid interceed in my foul for me with un- 
*^ utterable groans. I (hall fee my Saviour in the flefli, 
*« whidh is exalted at the right-hand of the Father, arid there 
*« blefs him for all tfie.bleffings I have had from him. Thou 
** wilt alfo put a guard to this body^^ even thy holy angels to 
** keep my duft and bones, which were, and fhall be for ever 
*^ the dwelling place of the Holy Ghoft ; for it is impoffi- 
*' ble this flefh and mafs of my body, which hath been 
<< quickened by the'outlettitig and communion of the Spirit, 
<^ and thus ingrafted into the body of Chrift^ to be annihi- 
«< late, or to be for ever continued in theltate of deaths as a 
*^ dead mafs: But thou the fountain of life flialt require^from 
*^ the earth this thine own image, even out of the fmalleft 
*' crumbs of duft and afhes that are there/; arid by fending 
*^ forth thy Spirit again, build up this a gloridus and living 
^^ body, that it it may be for a dwelling for thy divinity to 
<« dwell in for ever. There we ftiall follow the Lamb wher- 
<« ever he goes. With thefe words which he adds, 6 vere 
** pulchrum ducem (sf divinum. There we fliall fing a neW 
" fong. Let us rejoice, halelujah. O come let iis gb forth 
** to mfcet our Redeeriiei*. Our converfation is in heaven; but 
** even in this life we muft- begin to know an eternal lifej 
« and follow in that order Chrift hath appoiflted. We fhall' 
" be clothed upon, and not found naked; and he who is t\\€ 
Vol. IL \ Mm 
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** beloved Lamb of God, who tahs away thejlns of the worlJf 
^^Jhall lead us to the fountains of living waters ^ and take all tears 
^^from our eyes. What the eye hath not feen, .nor the ear 
<^ heard, nor hath entered into the hearts^ of men, is prepar- 
«* ed for the lovers of God. This earthly life is but deaths 
** but that is life indeed, which Chrift hath begun in my 
** foul; and now I live, not /, hut Chrijl liveth inme^ there- 
*^ fore I will praife him. O bleffed foul, where Jefus Chrift 
*« hath his feat, doth lend and rule in all our motions and 
<^ anions. I fee the heavens now open. Now let thy fer* 
<^ vant depart in peace y for mine eyes have feen thy falvation. 
<« Thou Jefus CIu"ift art my refurrecftion and life. How lovely 
** are thy tabernacles ^ Redeemer ? Keep my foul, that it fufFer 
" not hurt from that horrible dragon the Devil, let it be 
"bound up in the bundle of the living, and my journey be 
** to thofe who now live art immortal and heavenly life." 

Thus is there in part, a touch of the breathings of that 
bleffed man before his clofe, which the witneffes thereof fliew 
was but fome part of what he exprt-fled, and this with great- 
eft candour and fervency. And faid again a little before his 
clofe: " I die in the Lord, who is my life, and in the ac- 
<* knowledgment, faith and recumbence on Jefus Chrift. 
"O fweet glory and defirable rightcoufnefs ! O pi enfant 
*^ change and tranflation from fin, into a ftate of holinefs> 
*< from darknefs into light, and from death into life !" It waa 
obferved, that he had divers words prophetical, whereof 
many choice and faithful witneffes were then prefent, who 
declared alfo, that they were exceedingly comforted by him ; 
but needed not comfort him, in whom fo (ingular a defire and 
breathing towards eternal life, with fuch eftaWiftiment in 
the faith was difcernible to all; and thus at the clofe he was 
heard fay, " Now I die, and have got admiffion, as with old * 
<« Simeon. I die witneffmg to the truth'of the Prophets and 
" Apoftles, and adhering to the Auguftine confeffion, blef* 
" fing the Lord that, in his marvellpus goodnefs, had made 
•< the light of the gofpei to return after fuch darknefs*' 
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S^B. 3. Sehaldus Munjierus^ one excellently verfed in the 
laws, who made his ftudy to have his knowledge therein fub- 
fervient to the public good, and making peace amongft oth- 
. crs, not his own private intereft. At his death he (hewed 
I much patience; being feized on by the plague, a few hours 
before his clofe, (hewing to fome friends about him thefe 
dreadful marks of the difeafe, that were broke forth in his 
hands and legs, faith to them, " O what precious marks are 
thofe which Chrift hath p6t upon me, and how pleafant are 
they? Do not you loathe at fuch a fight*, for I am now put- 
ting on my wedding apparel, for as loathfome as it is, whither 
I am going to enjoy that heavenly feaft with Chrift for ever, 
yea even in thi« fad drefs do I flit to that glorious aflembly of 
the fpirits of the juft above." 

Thus, as it were, triumphing, and full of joy, he left the 
world, when he had got a clear (ight of that which was be- 
fore him. Ibat ovans animay £5* fpe fua damna levahat* He 
died at Wittenberg about the year 1540. 

iS^^. 4. Francifcus Burgardus^ a Gernian lawyer alfo, and 
fervent Proteftant, moft dear to Luther and Melanfthon, 
both for his fingular learning and piety, of whom that ac- 
, count is given, that his family did reprefent both a church 
and academy, fo as it may be queftioned, whether ferious 
piety, with prudence and great judgment, did moll (hine 
forth ? Was heard oft to exprefs upon the complaints of 
fome, what hazard then feemed to attend the truth, that he 
much rather would choofe death, and the grea^eft of fuflPer- 
ings, than in the fmalleft point recede herein, about which he 
was perfuaded in his heart. At his death did thus alfo ex- 
prefs himfelf, when his ficknefs was very foVe. " lefteem 
" the afflictions of this prefent time, not to be compared 
*^ with the glory which (hall be revealed in us; and though I 
*« (hall now walk in the valley of the (hadow of death, I 
•« will not fear, fince thou art with me, whofe rod and fta(F 
*^have comforted me." And with furtheft aflurance of 
eternal bleflednefs did thus part with time at Wittenberg, 
1560. 

Mraa 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2^6 THE JfULjFIIXlNC 

Sei^* 5. Joannes Clotzius^ qom^fcjUor of la.w to the Xiand- 
grave qf Heffe, and after by him made his chanceUor^ 
though with great averfion thereto, as reckoning, that the 
greater dignity had moft weighty cares and trouble following 
the fame. One ferioufty godly in his life, at death had.thefe 
cxpreflions: " The whole of my life is placed in God. O 
f * Jet thy fervent depart in peace. TJiou art my fure anchor, 
<^ my falvation, and only refuge jto me. Now the 'honours 
*' of the vwrld, and all momentary .things, yea, this life itfdf 
<« is diftafteful, in refped of ^hofe eternal joys, and that king- 
** dom above, to which I breathe, and with joyful ipind haften, 
*^ even where thofe many manfions are." And thus moft 
comfortably rendered his fpirit to the Lord. 

Se5lj 6. Joachimus BergeruSf a famous lawyer and coun- 
fe^lor to the emperor Maximilian, by whom he was fome- 
times fent- in embafiy tb other princes, wTiom MelanOhon 
did fo much admire, as he exprelfethhis fervent defires, that 
the Lord would preferve fuch an jnftrument fot his church, 
of whom that .account is givqn. His religion was a foul- 
work and bufinefs to him, nor did he Satisfy himfelf with a 
form of duty, but oft might be feen pouring out his heart 
unto God in prayer, with many tears in his family, a rare in- 
ftance of one in fuch throng of public employments. He 
was much in converfe with the Scripture, not to know it only 
for light, but to conform himfelf thereto as the rule. He 
ufed to have thefe words frequently to others, <« That one's 
** time ihould be much, either in fpeaking with God by pray- 
' *^ er, or have him fpeaking to us, by reading and meditation, 
** which he had drunk in from his youth:" Of (ingvdar hu- 
mility, as ^ few weeks before his death he declared, << That 
** befides fome defire to renounce the world, he defigned to 
<* die a capital enemy, above all things, to that fin of pride. 
*« And ^hilft on his death-bed, with greateft aflurance, he 
** looked out for his change, ufing thofe words of Job, I 
wait till my change comcy as one who feemed to have no more 
to do then, but to die, having been fo ferious in making re^y 
for it in his former life. This account is given of his words. 
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'« 'prhough J be moft we^k and defliitute of outward help, I 
«* am one of the fheep of Chrift, whom Satan by all Jiis 
" power (hall never be able to 'pluck out of his hand; and 
" was fure, that no created thing could ever be able to. pluck 
" out of his hand; and was fure, that no created thing could 
*< ever be able to feparate him from the love of Chrift, with 
5^ which he was fo firmly united," He had that word, as 
moft conforting to him. He is my life ^ and the length of my 
4ayst J)eut. xxx. 20. And then after faid, *^ Farewell, O 
*' farewell all earthly things, and welcome heaven. Let 
*^ none hereafter make mention of the thing? of this world to 
" me." And to fome of his friends, who were by, did fe- 
rioufly witnefs, ** He never tlirough the bleffing of God was 
** rpore firmly perfuaded pf the* truth, nor had ever found 
** the Spirit of the Lord bearing a more full and comforting 
" teftimony to his foul for his adherence to the truth, than 
«* at that prefent time; fo as now he found it eafy, and was 
*< in cafe, if he were called thereto, to lay down his life as a 
*^ martyr upon that account, which was not eafy to him be- 
"«* fore; and withal, witnefled his inward joy, and fenfeof 
*< the Lord's tendemefs to him at fuch a time, to demit him 
« out of this prifon, when fo dreadful things feemed immi- 
<< nent upon the country and place he lived in." Thus died 
that excellent man, leaving a fweet favour behind to all who 
knew him, -4«/;a 1602. 

iS^^. 7. GafperPeu^ruSyfon in law toMelan£Uion,and a moft 
famous phyfician in that time, was a m^n of great learning 
and pieky, and in the blefled difpofal of the Lord expofed to 
much fuffering upon the facramental controverfy with theLu^ 
therans, which how fad foever to him in the time, did at laft 
refolve in much joy, and being ftrengthened in the way of 
the Lord thereby. He was kept for many years in prifon on 
that account, where he was forced to fee his profiting niore 
in the knowledge and love of the truth, than in all his for- 
mer liberty, having been of an high and lofty fpirit, until 
thus he was under the crofs broken and fubdued, fo as Jie 
b^re that teftimony, // was good for' him that the Lord had of-- 
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JliSfed him. In his prifon he met with hard ufagc, and ex- 
pe£Hng his churfge by death, his body being fpent, an4 
brought very low, he wrote his teftament, as is at large (and 
truely edifying) the account thereof fet down By Melchior 
Adamus, where he owns the ihnocency of his caufe, exhorts 
his children to godlinefs, ahd love amongft themfelves, hav- 
ing, amopgft others, thefe words, as an enforcement from his 
own practice: " I commend my foul, and the whole of me 
** with daily groanings to God, through, and for his Son 
*^ Jefus Chrift my Lord ; in confeffing of whom, by the help 
«* of his Spirit, I hope to continue, live and die, waiting for 
^* the coming of our great God, our Saviour Jefus Chrift •,** 
fhews aifd, Tliat during his imprifonmcnt, with a bleffing from 
the Lord for it, how he had been kept ftill unmoved, with all 
their threatenings of death, or continued reftraint. And 
when he called to mind the death of his choice wife, from 
whom he was kept, fo as he could not have accefs to fee her 
at her death, which afFe<9:ed him with much grief, he faid, 
the confidering of thefe words of Chrift, that he ivho forfakes 
not father and mother^ ivife and children for his fake y is not nvor^ 
thy ofhim^ did much help to fubdue, and bound his affe£tions 
herein; he after experienced the Lord's marvellous provi- 
dence both in his tielivery, and comfort of his after lot. 

Outliving thefe fufferings 1 6 years, and attained to greater 
honour and refpeft than ever before, fo as he could feal tha 
verification of that truth, of the Lord^s rhaking glad his people 
according to the days wherein he had affABed them^ and year f 
nvherein they had feen eml. He died Anno i6o2. with' a moft 
fweet refrefhing teftimony to all prefent, t)f his aflured hope 
and comfort in the Lord. 

&eB. 8. Fredericns Taubmanus horn Anno 1565. was a 
man of great learning and piety, which made him to be an 
ornament to the profeftion of the truth in the place and time 
he lived; was alfo much exercifed for confirming himfelf in 
tlie way of God, not only in the public hearing of the word, 
but in thofe more fecret duties, reading, meditation and fer- 
vent prayer. IJe had fpme clear difcerning of his approach- 
Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE. ' 279 

ing death, whereupon he faid to his friendsi *< This I do not 
«« fear, let my God cM when he, will, I defire to obey, I 
" know he will never forfake me." And under his -ficknefs^ 
when it came upon him, and whilft his difeafe began to in- 
creafe, to fome then who were exhorting him to patience, he 
faid, " God is faithful, whom I have before now tried, and 
" at this hour have no caufe to bring his truth into queftion. 
" Let his bleffed will concerning me take place." In the 
evening before his death, being aflced what he was doing, he 
anfwered, ^' I lie here, I am wreftling with my Lord Jefvis 
Chrift after Jacob's example, and refolve not to let him go, 
till he give thi bleffing. . 

Secl. 9. Matthias VeJfcnhschiuSy famous for learning and 
knowledge of the laws, which was his profeflion, a fer- 
vent Proteftant, and remarkably called to the knowledge of 
the truth, when he ftudied at the univerfity of Lovain, by 
being a witnefs to the fufferings of a poor godly man in that 
piacj^ for the truth, which put him after to a feifious fearch 
of the Scripture, had a marvellous delight in a fpecial way to 
read much of the Pfalms, and upon the New Teflament; a 
great oppofite to the litigious wranglings of the law, and to 
have truth and righteoufnefs in that employment promoted. 
At his death did witnefs much peace and comfort, having oft 
in his mouth thefe words- of the apoftle, 2 Cor> i. 22. Who 
hath confirmed uSf and given us thefeal of the Spirit^ hy vjhich 
lue cry Abba Father; and that in Rom. vii. 24. O wretched 
man that I amy ivho will deliver me from this body of djath ? 
Adding the following words as his confidence, that this was 
infured through Jefus Chrift-, he faid alfo to thofe that were 
prefent, with great aflurance, " That now the Lord had 
" given him a fight of that bleflcd place of eternal joy, and 
" where he would be quickly, which was his grcatcft long- 
" ing to have it haftt^ned." And with his laft breathing al- 
moft, had thefe words, " He was within the covenant with 
" Jefus Chrift." He died Anno 1556, profeflbr of the law 
at Wittenberg. - 

Sc&. 10. Jacobus ZunigertiSy a famous German profeflbr 
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of medicine at fiafil, and ornament, n6t only to the univerfity, 
and his profeflion as a phyfician, but to the truth in a mofk 
convincing Chriftian walk, was plufcked a\vay in the time of 
a great peililence, which was at Bafil, whilft'he made it his^ 
work to be ufeful at that time to others. The firft touch of 
his dtfeafe waS quickly difcerned byliim, artd that his change 
would quickly follow upon it', fo as Kis bufincfs was wholly 
about his inward ftate; and as one panting after a bfetter life, 
had once and again thefe words to his friends. ** I rejoice, 
** yea, my fpirit leaps within me for j5oy, that now the time 
« is at laft coitie, when I fhall fee the glorious God face to 
** face, whofe glory with wondering 1 haye oft got fome 
glance of here, in the fearch of natural things, whom I have 
" worfhipped, whom I have by faith longed after, and after 
** whom my foul hath panted." 

And whilft his pain, through the malignity of the difeife, 
was very grievous, he did exprefs gfeate (I patience and^ com- 
pofure of fpirit, having thefe words of Job, Though hefiould 
kin mcy I will trujl in him ; and only drd often groan forth 
his defire, that Jefus Chrift would come and haften his e- 
fcape, fo as all who looked on, might fee him dying, and over- 
coming in fuch a fharp conflifl at once. He died Anm 
1610. 

5^^. II. Olympia Fulvia Morata an Itialian, bom at Fer- 
rara, and bred at the court there with the young princefs, 
who was the duke's daughter, of a finguiar fpirit for learn- 
ing, befides her other excellent endowments, fo as fhe Could 
both write and fpeak moft elegant Latin and Greek in her 
•very yoiing years; but then, by reafon of her education, and 
the place of her abode, wholly p6pifh, was at laft bereft of 
her father, who had a public charge under the duke there, 
with fome vifible withdrav^ang after, of that wonted refpefl (he 
had in that court; in the tlefTed providence of the Lord for 
her good, though upon the account given of her life, fhe was 
fiich a perfon as enforced a conviftion upon ail that knew 
her, not only of excellent natural endowments, but of her 
modeft, prudent, and virtuous deport in the place flte lived, 
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x^hich, through the good hand of the Lord, did occafion a 
learned German phyfician then at Ferrara, a ferious Protef- 
tant, to propofe marriage with her, and thus was the occafion 
of her withdrawing from that coufttry, and to leave her fa- 
ther's houfe. Her hufband, with whom fhe was then en- 
gaged, returning within a little to his own country, where 
ihe gave herfelf moft to ftudy the Scripture, to which before 
flie was wholly a ftranger, and had Accounted it hazardous 
to converfe with, the Lord thus breaking in upon her with 
the light and knowledge of the truth, • that in the fhort time 
of her life after, it was not only the Proteft^nt religion Ihc 
then embraced, but in greateft earned followed the power 
arid truth thereof 5 fo as only her delight and comfort was 
in contrerfe with divine things. 

In a letter fhe writes to that young princefs, with whom 
flie was bred at Ferrara, which, among fome other things fhe 
had writ, was after her death publilhed; She hath thefe 
words: " So foon as by the fingular goodhefs of the Lord 
*^ to me, I had got out from idolatry to my own country, 
<^ and gone with my hufband to Germany, it may feem in- 
*< credible to yoii, what a change the Lord then made upon 
^^ my fpirit, that the former averfion I had to read the Scrip- 
** ture, from which I had kept fo great a diflance, was then 
«* turned to'havethis my greateft delight and' pleafure in the 
<* world-, and now my foul is moft taken 'up therewith: and 
" there I may fay is my only comfort and pleafure, about 
^f which my ftudy, work and care I have placed, fo as the 
"world, and the pleafures and delights therein, which once 
" I was wont to adniite, and too much taken with, are be- 
" coiVie wholly contemptible with me." That fliort time of 
her abode with her hlifband in Germany before her death, 
was almoft a continued confliQ: with renewed trials they met 
with in their private lot, being tofled from feveral places by 
reafon of the wars, her hufband taken by fome popifh foldiers, 
anci in much hazard of his life, which was one of the fharp- 
eft confli6!:s flie had in her time, upon any outwatd account, 
there being very great love betwixt tliem, fo as for a little 
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(he was almoft cruflicd:, but the Lord^ who heard her groans, 
by a remarkable providence returned him (afe. 

Thus did he gracioully try and exercife this choice perfon 
fo early, after her being enlightened with the crofs, yea, and 
thus further, to gain her foul to himfelf, that her fervency in 
following the Lord was ho lefs remarkable, than thcfe toffings 
of her life were. But at laft, a bleffed period comes to all> 
having fettled with her hufbaiid at Heidleberg, where they 
had fome lucid and comfortable interval, ihe takes ficknefs^ 
which in a few days brought her to the grave, but witl^. 
greateft advantage of her inward cafe, as is fet down at length 
by her hufband, under his own hand, whom he faith, with 
greateft defire longed for her departure, and witnefled hcp 
comfort and joy herein, that now the time was come, when 
flie affuredly knew flie (hould for ever be delivered from the 
griefs and forrows of this fad world, which flie had fo re- 
markably experienced, to enjoy that bleflednefs which is 
above. Nothing ihe could worfe bear, than to hear of any 
prefages of her recovery; and faid to her friends, /« The 
*« Lord hath been pleafed to give her a fhorf oouf fe, but full 
<« of toffings and trouble^ and now could no more defire to 
*« return again, when fo near the port." She was afked by 
fome, if there was now any hefitation in her foul about her 
ftate, and what peace flie had thereanent? To whom flie an- 
fwered thus : " For thefe feven years before, which was fince 
<« the time of my being engaged to the Lord in embracing 
<« the truth*, I had feldomany ceflation from fome aflaultof 
<* other of the devil to fliake my faith, and weiUcen my hands 
*^ about the truth: but now, as if he had loft all hi^ dartSy 
«^ he appears no more this way; nor feel I in my foul any 
•* thing, but inexpreffible tranquility and peace with God 
« through Jefus Chrift." Nor did flie doubt the leaft to call 
" herfelf one of the children of God* ' 

And a little before her clofe, having awaked out of fleep, 
flie feemed to her huftjand to look in an extraordinary man- 
nef, with a cheerful countenance, which made him alk the 
caufe; to whom flie faid, *' I have now got a figlit in my reft 
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** of a moff excdlent dnd plcafant place, fliming with an 
<^ incxpreffible light and brightriefs/* - But her wcakncfs 
was fuch, as &e could get no more at prefentfpoken. Her 
Kufband, being much affeAed, told her, flie had indeed caufe 
©f cheerfulnefs, fince it was fure (he (hould now within a 
little fpace dwell in that pleafant and defirable place, of which 
flie had got fuch a fight. To whom with a molt fweet and 
comfortable fmile, fee cqwld only fay, Tota (inquit)fum ieta^ 
I am full of joy ; hut now I knoHv you no more. Thus did that 
fweet foul render up her fpirit, who had through moft of her 
. ficknefs oft thefe words, jThat her file defire Hvas to be dijfolved, 
^ and to be with Chrtft; and fo far as her weaknefs couM per- 
ftfit, did exprefs to others her"fenfe of the marvellous good-, 
acfs of the Lord, in bringing her from her own country, his 
enlightening her with the knowledge of his truth, and that 
he had taken her heart off the world, and from ail the plea- 
fures and delights thereof, and wrought in her fo ardent a 
defire after eternal life, about which flie had then no fear. 
Thefe were but a few, as her hufband relates, of what in that 
tifAe (he exprelTed, to the comfort and wondering of all about 
her. 
She died at Heidleberg, in the year 1555* in the twenty- 
^ ninth year of her age. This inftance not only is at lerigth 
fet down by Mekhior Adamus, having the account thereof 
from her own hufband, as he had writ it after her death; 
but I find the fame particularly mentioned by famous • 
Vcetius. 

Se^, 1 2. Having mentioned in the preceding fedion that 
rare example of piety, whom the Lord did thus marvelloufly 
refcue from the darknefs of Antichriftian popery under 
which (he lived 5 it may not be unfuitable, and I hope for 
edification, to join fuch an obfervable inftance therewith, of 
the converfion of a lady in our own country now feveral years 
ago from popery, who not only from her education, but with 
fome ferious and confcientious refpeft, before (he was en- 
lightened by the truth, did own the profeffion of that way* 

Nn 2 
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The account fet down is of her ot^i? words tranfcribed* 
which with much afiurance I can here infert; yea, who after 
her converfion, until the Lord's calling Jier^to himfelf, 4^4 
confirm the truth thereof, by convincing and exemplary 
piety, to all that knew her. ** I havechanged no good thing 
I had before, but what I then in appearance had I labour to 
have it in truth now. I did ever believe the articles of the 
creed, ancj now believe to be favedby the blood of Jefua 
Chrift, and na other way; that true faith rauft bring for^h 
the fruits of repentance and good works, elfe that faith is. 
but dead and counterfeit. This change upon me, neither Ij, 
nor any creature in the world n^ade, but the Lord himfelf 
within me: for I fttove againft it all I could, till he Iqt ne^e; 

, know that it wa$ himfelf deaUng with me, and I now per- 
ceive had a work in me from the beginnings though Ithen 
knew it not. I had ftill a love to the truth, and earneft de- 
fire to know God, and ftudiedi according to my knowledge 
to do what might pleafe him, an4 durft not follow, but 
made fome confcience to fliun what I judged ^rong. This 
now I know was the beginning of the Lord's work with me: 
my love to his fervice, and that defire I had to be faved, 
which made me piece and piece ip fearch out the grounds of 
that religion, I profefied: And when other means failed, 
gave myfelf to reading of books, choofing rather to be under 
that challenge of curiofity, (for fqit was accounted) than to 

-be carelefs of my own falvation: Yea, it became my pleafure 
above all things on the-earth, to know what might .furthei; 
me to heaven; (o as I could have been fatisfied, (if the Lord 
had thought fit) to have renounced all the honour and plea- 
fure of this world, for time and occafion to ufe thofe means 
which might help me to heaven: But when I got underftand- 
ing of the grounds of that religion I profefied, and my teach- 
ers accounted fufficient, J could find no true comfort there, 
nor iiQwi any couid )iave it thereby either in life or death, 
fince all my life i niight not feek after afliirance of being fav- 
ed, for tliat was called the Proteftants' prefumption, and at 
my death nothing but Purgatory, a fire as hot as hell, and 
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as great to^msnts theie, as^ they made me troV I muft go to, 
bot wift not how to; get out again; yea, how to efcape hell 
itielf, fmce I behoved to oome fo near to it. ' 

I wondered, and yet wonder, how any that looks for pur- 
gatory at their death, can either have true peace, or any com- 
for^in the world; I am fure, they muft cither take it for a 
fi£iion, as it is, or elfe forget themfelves when they are 
cheerful. Yet for all this, I continued in obedience of their 
injunctions, but would gladly have had a reafon for what I 
did, and a warrant that God would be pleafed therewith: BCit 
could find nothing but man's word for all ; and was told by 
fixch, as ^ve themfelves for teachers. That either I muft be 
<;ontcnt to believe as the kirk believed, or elfel^ould -get no 
0ther iatisfa<^ion, 

I thought upon this from time to time, and at laft faw, 
that thiS'Wa^ no fure ground to lean upon, except I would 
content -ttiyfetf with this; that the clergy knew; albeit I knew 
not; thot they faw albeit I was blind; that they knew the 
gate to heaven, though I was not fure whether I was going to 
heaven, or purgatory: But this blind obedience might well 
pleafe them, it could never give me content, except they 
cotdd fhewy that my. obedience to the Pope and his clergy 
ihould be as acceptible to the Lord, as if it were to Chrift 
and and hisTapoftles, and wou^ld not be quarrelled at the day 
of judgment. 

Theie queftions rifing then in my mind, with the flight 
fatisfaftion I got, I muft donfefs put me to many thoughts 
of heart; yet ftill I kept from prote ft ant hooks, or con- 
ference with any fuch, efpeclally the minifters, as lor^ a» 
I coixld : But when I faw no outgate, I was forced to lay 
afide all my beads and books, and to go to God himfelf for 
Chrift's fake, to teach me how to do hid will; but more and 
more doubts arofe about fundry points of my religion, tho* 
I would never let the truth, have place, fo long as I could 
hold it out ; (the Lord forgive me, for I did it ignorantiy) 
Yet notwitbftanding he was pleafed to bear in light, and his 
truth upon me, as I was forced to acknowledge the fame. 
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und le^ve thefe errors. I cannot tell all, nor the order of this, 
how they fell in my mind : But, firft, I rcfolved to beliere 
neither prieft nor minifter, except fo far as I underftood their 
warrant frocn the word of God; for I knew th^re was no 
fure ground to reft on; and if any thing pleafed Ae Lord, it 
w6uld be obedience to his own diredion, and might well 
quarrel men's do£lrine, but could never quan^l his own 
word. I refolved then 'to read the Rhemifts New Tefta- 
ment, and the Proteftant Old Teftament; for I wift ^well-thc 
Lord would never be angry to read his own word, fince I 
knew it pertained to my foul, as well as other folks: and I 
found it die fweeteft ai^d pleafanteft book that erer I read in 
my life. I loved their caufe the worfe who held me fo long 
from reading it, and a bad token of them that loved not the 
Scriptures; for if they loved them, they could not have fpo- 
ken of them as they did, faying, They are not perfejft, they 
are not clear nor plain, but ob£cure and ^unbigttous;; yeay 
dangerous to be read, for breeding errors in fuch that read 
the fame, which cannot but fcare all , that believe them from 
the Lord's word. 

Sure, this is an injury to Chrift and his apoftles, to fpeak 
foof their writings, as they could not be content that men 
ftould fpeak fo of theirs. Thus I perceived it to be falfe, 
their alledging the Pope and Roman kirk could not err, and 
how proud a word this was for any finful flefh. Sure the 
apoftle Peter was as good as any fuch, and yet erred and 
might have erred further, if God had not preferved hiin* 
And in reading the Rhemifts New Teftament, I found a 
warrant, that young children might read the Scriptures with 
profit, and that it ferves to inftrui^ and m^e men perfed in 
what concerns falvation. 

I fell another day upon the firft epiftle of John, where I 
found no neceffity was of our confeffion of fins to the prieft, 
but of confefiion thereof to God, who is faithful to deanfe 
us from all fin, and that no advocate there is but Chrift: 
And again, If any fay they have no Jin, they /rV, and the truth u 
Ki^ in them; which I thought a fore word ;igainft them, whq 
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fay, they can not fulfil the law only, but do more than God 
commands, by works of fupercrogation. 

As for that exception of mortal, and venial fins, it could 
not fatisfy, when Chrift ihews. That they who fay^ Thou foo/, 
are guilty of hell-fire. Although fome fins be greater than 
others, yet the leaft brings us under t;he curfe, if God deal in 
the way of juftice with us. 

I fell out of conceit with their legends and^'life of their 
faints, when I. confidered fome abominable lies I found in 
them; as that of St. Katharine of Sienna, whbm they al- 
ledge laid her mouth to Chrift's fide, and drunk her facra- 
ment; and that he interchanged hearts with her, and eame 
down from heaven, and brought his mother, with St. Peter 
and St* Paul with him, and wedded her with a ring. I was 
made to .difrelifh their form of prayers, and repeating 
over and over again the fame words, until their beads be end- 
ed. I perceived all their devotion they taught, fl:ood in words 
and ceremonies, which God cares not for. However, I dif- 
liked many things, and was ^flured they were wrong, yet I 
never renounced them till I found^ myfelf miftaken in the 
matter of the facrament, and found^^ in reading the epiftle ta 
the Hebrews, there is no neceffity to oiFer daily Hofties for 
the fins of the people. 

For this Chrift did once, in offering up himfelf, who 
continues for ever, and hath an everlafting priefthood, ivhere- 
by he is able to favefor ever them that^o unto God by him. And 
again^ that Chrift was gone unto heaven, to appear before 
God : Not that he mufi: offer up himfelf any more, for then 
muft he have often fuffered from the beginning of the world; 
but now once he appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of 
himfelf. Thus I perceive, if the Scriprure be true, no man 
can offer Chrift but himfelf^ nor can there be a prieft after 
him now, fmce he ever lives himfelf to make intsrceffion for us; 
nor. can Chrift be offered oftner than once, neither is any 
need of this, fmce by one ojferingy he hath taken away the fins of 
his people; yea, this is as impoffible, as that he ihould fuffer 
oftner than once, , 
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Then h thought, if Chrift be not. offered in his bodily (xih^ 
ftan^e in the niafs, there can' be no tranfubftantiation in it/ 
My teachers herein called me curious, but gare me no good 
anfwer. I wondered alfo at that place, i Cor. x. where it 
is faid, Thht in the nmldernefs they did eat the fame fptrkual 
ineat^ and drunk the fame fptrkual drink y for they drunk ofihat 
fpiritual rock which folloived them^ and that rock 4x}as Chrijli 

Since they made me believe, that Chrift could not be in a 
fpiritual way by faith eaten or drunk, as the Proteftants 
teach, but his very flefhand blood taken in at the mouth fub- 
ftantially; I thought, how can the tock be called Chrift^ 
fince it literally could not be in the ferife of the Romilh 
church, fince he was not yet incarnate : If it be a figure, 
then the Proteftants muft hate the better in the matter 
of the facrament; fincfe, as the rock is called Chrift, fo is 
the bread called' his body. Thefe doubts about the facra- 
ment fo afFe£led me, a^ I could not but choofe, and fend for ' 
a minifter, (let any judge, if it was not then time) with 
whom I reafoned thereanent. He anfwercd my doubts, and 
directed me to prayer herein, ftiewing, I could not get folid 
reft, till the Lord made his word lively on my foul; which I 
found after made good, the Lord making the Scripture ^ffi- 
caciou$, lively and clear in the points I doubted of j and. gave 
both flich aflurance of his love, and of the true religion, 
that all the earth could not have bred me fuch joy and folid 
peace, beyond any thing I €an ^ftter* 

I have now ^ot the aiTurance infome meafufe, whicli I 
Was feeking. I have found the true ground to reft upon, 
and God's^ own truth made lively. I am now free from the 
fear of Purgatory; I fcorn that fi£tion now with joy, and am 
affured the Lord is righteous, who wiH not exa<9: twice pay- 
ment of one debt, Chrift's paffion, aftd his people's torment- 
in a fire as hot as hell. The Lord, who hath promifdd a fufi^ 
cient cautioner for us, that we- might efcape torment, cannot 
come IHort herein. The Lord help fuch who live in fear of this 
wicked fidion. If the Pope and his clergy, for the love they 
have to money, keep the world in fuch fearful biindnefs*, 
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they have their judge to anfwcr unto. I praife the Lord^ 
who has delivered me out of thefe errors; I renounce them^ 
and have found too great mercy in the knowledge of the 
truth to make me exchange again. O that all knew the dif- 
ference as well as I have felt!" 

Befides thefe choice and weighty inftances before menti- 
oned, I mud here further add a few memorable paifages of 
the death of fome grave and eminent minifters of Chrift in 
our country, worthy to be recotded, as a feal not only of 
their miniftry, and acceptance therein with their mafter, but 
to the truth of godlincfs, and do£trine of the Proteftant 
church, which have hitherto been little known, ftor were 
mentioned amongft the inftances of fome great and extraor- 
dinary minifters of Chrift in the church of Scotland formerly 
publifhed; the truth whereof! had from oiie of the graveft 
minifters of our church, both for judgment and piety in that 
time, yea, under his own hand, who was himfelf prefent at . 
the death of all here mentioned, excepting thisfirft inftatice^ 
which was.many years before* 

Seif. 13. It may be an aftonifhing paflage abbut the death 
of that vorthy man of God, Mr. David Black, fet down by 
his old intimate friend, Mr. Andrew Melvil, with whbm for 
a time he was colleague in S*". Andrews, until for the truth, 
and his adherence thereto, he was after forced by a confine- 
ment to a more • retired place beyond' Tay in Angus, where 
his miniftry was until his death : Which paflage he afluredly 
knowing, the truth thereof he relates thus; " That after near 
communion with God, and extraordinary afliftance In pub- 
lic a few days before his death, where he feemed not only 
to furpafs all others, but himfelf alio at that time, with fuch 
a difcernible gale of the fpirit, both to humble the hearts of 
his hearers, and after, to fuch a melting of their fpirits, as 
they burft forth in rivers of tears, and thus to an engaging 
them to take on the fweet and eafy yoke of Chrift : He 
found then alfo upon his own foul fuch a fenfiblc tafte of hea- 
ven, and being admitted to feel, as it were, the air of that 
country, with fome unufual enjoyment of the hid pleafuresi 
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and cklights which are there; he was fcizcd with a fervent 
longing to put (^ his ^earthly tabernacle, that he might get 
ddmifEon from the Lord, from his prifon hci«, to that in- 
conceivably bleffed ftate apd fellowfliip of the fociety above ^ 
to which, by a marvellous condefcendence, the Lord did fo 
far indulge his fervant, after many fore conflifls and wref- 
tlings he had in his life, to give fuch a fecret hint and inti- 
mation of this to himfelf, as he could not conceal it, not on>^ 
ly from his family, but from his flock, taking a moft fokmn 
farewell of them all, with a difcourfe^' as Mr MelHl fhews, 
that feemcd to be fpoke out of heaven, concerning the mi-i 
feries and griefs here, with that inconceivable glory which ia 
above, and his affurance to be there- 

The night following, after a ihort fupper, and having read 
and prayed in his family with fome unufual countenance, 
ftrong and heavy groans, and deep wreftlings, he went a little 
to bed. And the next day having then called his people to the 
celebration of the fecrament, went to church, where, after 
fermon^ and the celebration of the communion, he had 
fcarce ended, when he finds the approaches of death feize 
upon hitti, with fuch a prefent change, as his friends effayed 
to hold him up on every hand; but preffing to be at his 
knees, with his hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, in the 
very a£l of adoration, as in a tranfport, is taken away with- 
out pain or trouble." Thus, as the Relatcr forefaid (hews, 
that holy and excellent man did breatiie forth his precious 
foul in fo extraordinary a way, that as he fays, it feemed 
rather like a tranfktion, than a detith, and without any 
known ikknefs- 

Thts account by that famous fervant of Chrift, Mr. An- 
drew Melvil, was many years fince publifhed, with this title, 
Mira £5* vera relatio de Davidis Blackii tratffmigrafiom in 
coelejlem patrianu 

S^Sf. 14. Mr. Roier't Scoty a truely godly and able mini- 
fter of Chrift at G//5y^<?«M;, dXt A January i8, 16^9. On his 
death-bed, ^he did witnefs hi§ foul's abhorrence at the wick- 
ed and corrupt courfes of the time: ** And my comfort is> 
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iaUh he, that God wkh-l^eld me from them. If I ^;?ere to live, 
I (hould not be fo fparjng as I have bejen to witnefa agaihft 
thefe/' And a little before his death, he lay fonaetime as in 
a kind of trance, and after his awaking out of it, took off his 
night-<;ap, and threw it to the bed*foot, ahd cried out, ** I 
have now leen the Lord, aad heard him fay, Make way for 
my faithful fervaixt Mr. Robert Scot," biddit^ his friends 
farewell; ^nd thai after died. 

5^-^. 15. Mr. Robert Curmifigbam% minifter at HolywooJ 
in the north of Ireland, about whom this account I had from 
the fame worthy Relater, and others his intimate acq^uaia** 
tancc there, that he was the one man, to his difceming, of 
all that ever he knew, who refcmbled moft the raeeknefs 
of Jefus Chrift in his whole carriage, and was fo convincing 
in his way to the moft grofs, and reverenced by all, that he 
was oft troubled with that Scripture, JVoe to youy luhm aU 
tnenfpe^A nuell of you; fo as it was told fomc of his advcrfa- 
ries ki that place, that it was fure, if ever they meddled with 
Mr. Cunningham, their cup would be full. He was fome- 
times in public preaching, to his own fenfe, not fo affifted as 
ufually: but even then, to the difceming Cbriftians of thefe 
times, was as edifying and refrefhful as at any time elfe, but 
Ordinarily was borne ^through with a full gale. I was with 
him (faith he) at his death in Irvine, in the year 1637; at 
which time, befides many other weighty eiifpreflions, he faid 
one time, " I fee Chrift ftanding over death's head, and fay- 
ing. Deal warily with my feryant, loofc now this one pin, and 
here another, for this tabernacle muft be fet up again." A 
little before his death, his wife fitting on the bed-£kk, wh^e 
he lay„ and her hand in his, he, did by prayer recommend to 
God the whole church, the word of the gofpel in Ireland, 
his own parifti, and his children, and in end faid, "And 
laftly, O Lord, I recommend to thee this gentlewoman, who 
is no more ray wife;^' and with that fayii»g, he foftly loofcd 
his hand from hers, and gently thruft it a little from him ; at 
which both (he and fome others prefent burft out in weep* 
ing, and within a little after he rendered up his fpirit. 

O02 
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$e^. 1 6. Mn J^as Wdch^ miniftet at Temple Patiicfc 
in Ireland, as the foiainer worthy Relater {hews, died June 
23, 1634, wiA whom he was then prefent. He had many 
graciqus and edifying expreifions, though jdfo fo|ne wreft- 
Ungs, as in much of his life he had been thus kept under 
deep inward exercifes. A little before his clofe, he faid with 
a fad groan, Oh for hypocrify; upon M^ich one fpeaks to 
the company of Chriftians then prefent, ** See how Satan 
£aftens on the heel of this fervant of Chrift, even when he is 
going in over the thfefliold of heaven." A littk after, whilft 
he was at prayer at his bed<-fide, that word Viftory coming 
put of his mouth, he prefently took hold of his hand, and 
defired him to ceafe a little, and clapping both his hands 
together, cried out, vidory, viftory, vidiory for ever more; 
and then defired him to go on in prayer, and in a fliort time 
after died. 

This was the more obfervSble, in fo fweet and triumphant 
a clofe, that through moft of the time of his miniftry, he4iad 
fuch frequent and iharp conflifts in his own private cafe, fo 
as once, after he had been through the exercife of his fpirit 
brought fo low, as put his friends to fome aftonifhment there- 
anent, he was enforced to defire a meeting of thefe great and 
eminent minifters of Chrift who then lived in that country 
near him, fhewing his preffure was fuch, as he could not 
longer conceal what was on his fpirit thereanent. And after 
meeting together with prayer, whilft his countenance fpake 
the weight of his inward exercife, and widi tears running 
over his face, he told them the caufe of that meeting, that 
he had been now for a long time prefled to defert the mini- 
ftry, having preached for fo many years the gofpel of Chrift 
to others, and yet himfelf but a caft-away. Thus did the 
Lord gracoufly deal with his fervant, fo aS(the truth of his 
own grace ^ashid from himfelf^ whilft it fliined in the great- 
eft lulftre to the conviftion of others; but this advantage alfo 
followed thereon, that his miniftry then was made moft re- 
markably fruitful, not in the place he lived in only, but in the 
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whole cotifitry, and thus fitted by his own exercifc and wres* 
tlings to deal with the confciences of others, 

^eB> 17. Mr.' John ScrymgeoTj miniftcr at Kinghom, a 
m^n not fo poliihed, but rude-like in his deport and manner, 
but of a deep reach of natural wit, very learned and knowing 
in the Hebrew language, and of eminent piety. He told 
this paffage to feme of his intimate friends, That baring 
divers children taken away by death, and one yowig daugh- 
ter at that time> whom he loved mod tlearly, under that dif- 
cafe of the crueh, which is called the king's evil, with feve- 
veralirunning fores then upon her, fo as fhe was at the point 
of death: ^ • 

He wafe one night called up to fee her die, and finding her 
in that cafe, went out to the fields, as he told, in the night- 
feafon, being in great grief and*anxiety, fo a^ he adventured, 
when alone, on fuch expoftulating with the Lord, and with 
fuch expreffions, fo as for all the world he durft not again 
utter. And being thus prcffed, faid, <« Thou knoweft, O 
Lord, I hitherto have fenced thee in the uprightnefs of my 
heart according to my power, nor have ftood in awe to de- 
clare diy mind before the greateft whofoevcr in the time; 
and thou feeft I take pleafure in this child, and cannot ob- 
tain fuch a diing at thy liand as her fparing; for I was (faith 
he) then in great agony of fpirit;** but at laft it was faid to 
him from the Lord, «* I have heard thee at this time, bujt 
i;fe not this boldnefs with me in time coming, for fuch par- 
ticulars." And when he came homp, the child was fitting 
up in her bed taking meat, and fully whole; and when he 
looked to thefe fores that had been running upon her, they 
were quite healed. 

A little before his death, that forefaid worthy minifter of 
Chrift the Rclater went to fee him, where he was under fuch 
fore pain of the ftone, as he was fomctimes enforced to cry 
out. He feid to him. My nature hath been rude and ftunkard 
all my days; and ftow, by this piin, the Lord is even daun- 
toning me, to mak^ me as a lamb, before he takes me to 
Jnmfelf. - . 
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Sf^. 1 8. This inftance I judged worthy to be iirfert, hav- 
ing fach aflurance of the trutli thereof, namely of Mr. JiAn 
M^Bimey, mimfter in Aberdeen, a godly, zealous and pain- 
ful preacher. He 4ifed always when he rode to have two 
Bibles with him, the ope in the Original^ the other in Eng- 
Hflij and being alone, was then exercifed, either in reading, 
meditJrting or praying; and if any were in company with 
him, he wottkl read or fpeak frosa the Scripture to them. 
Wlien he died, he called his wife, and told her, he had no 
outward means to leave, either to her or to his only daugh- 
ter, who had furvivcd him, but had got affurance from the 
Lord, that he fliould provide for them both; and accordingly 
the day he was buried, the magiftrates of the town came to 
the houfe after the burial, and brought two fubfcribed papers, 
one of a competent maintenance to his wife during her life, 
another of a provifion for his daughter. 

CHAP. VI. 

Sc^. I. THAT the Lord's way and appearances for the 
church of Scotland, fincc the late blefled reformation from 
Popery, both in the rife and advance thereof, had been true- 
ly extraordinary and marvellous, may be demonftrable on 
thcfe grounds; i. That this great reformation was at fuch a 
remarkable period, as at no time it could in an ordinary way 
have fccmed more hopelefs: Thefe being confidered, (i.) 
How little of any human or vifible encouragements concur- 
red thereto, to darken that brightnefs of the Lord's own ap- 
pearance in this marvellous advance and fpreading of his 
kingdom through that land. 2. That by the queen's mar- 
riage with the French king, the adverfaries of the truth had 
the ftrengtli of this kingdom, befides thofe that were amongft 
themfclves, to concur in oppofition to the work of God there. 
3. We fee the queen Dowager then at the helm of govern- 
ment, and her grcateft aim with the furtheft both of fubtilty 
and force, to crufli and bear down any ftirrings of the work 
pf the Lord ut that time. 4. That bloody and cruel man Car- 
Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRi^TUILEp ' fi^^ 

dinal- Beaton, who ^Sth greateft vigour and authority did a£b 
beyond any of his predectflbre, to bear down any rifing of 
^e gofpei at tliat time. 
^eB. 2. It was undeniable, how the firft inftruments, whon:\ 
thtf Lord called forth about his /work in that land, were then 
extraordinarily' calied, and had a moft conrincing feal there- 
to. I fhall only fet down the fijrft three; who, withfuch an 
extraordinary appearance of the Lord, were fent forth upon 
his work in that land. i. Mr. Patrick Hamilton a young 
gentleman, of great birth, of excellent payts and learning, 
fenrent in -die truth, who was quickly taken away, whom the 
zeal of God did fo eat up, that after his travelling abroad, 
and famiKar converfe with fuch men as Ludier and Melanc- 
thon, thofe bright beams of light then planted in his heart, 
did enforce a public vent of the fame. But the Popifli cler- 
gy, undef the dread of their own hazard did with all poffible 
vigour beftir themfclves to have him taken away, and to la- 
bour with the king, then young, to go in pilgrimage to St. 
Dothies in Rofs, ihat thus no intercefTion in his abfcence 
might be made for him; but it may be no lefs feen, how this 
heat for having him taken out of the away, did moft obferv- 
ably help to bring down the houfe over them, and a greater 
ruin to their intereft by his death than his life. At tlie place 
of his execution, he exhorted to bear in mind the example of 
his death, which, though bitter to the flefli, (yet faid) it is 
the entrance into eternal life, which none ihall poilefs, who 
deny Je{us Chrift befoie this wicked, generation. And 
whilft one Campbell a friar did moft trouble -him in the very 
time of his fufferings, he faid, *^ Wicked man, thou knoweft 
die contrary, and haft confefled the fame to me, I appeal 
thee before the tribimaUfeat of Chrift :'\ After which, with- 
in a few days, the faid friar died in much terror of con- 
fcience, and as one defperate. This was Anno Chrijit 1527- 
S^^. 3. As a further witnefs to this, I muft iuftancethat 
great fervant of Chrift, Mr. George Wijharty who, a little af- 
ter, was fent forth to publifli the gofpei there, whpk life 
being at large inferted in that hiftory of the reformation of 
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ths c^rcb ^ ScoS^landi was, Ae/reafon'I forbofc tcKmeildott 
him amongft^chele gi^at i^6«mments of.oiH: chufch, I hare 
elfewhexe.reQordedi but'fiiice)itiaAy can h«ve}kflea€cc& for 
pemfal qf ^ia, yea, tifea{t.,wiM*)Ut thedetifche^tion, &om 
ail the .]:^ai;d$.o;& th^ cbuvcb fifioe * Aefirft^aines of -the A^ 
poftle8,va m^v^ ^£»aoidlil^/ ^mt^fiador ' ofi;}e&i6:^G]nift 
ctaoBO^ibe ,in%nced« . J^ 4b^giv^ thjs flaort a<v3<miiti <d& hino:, 
from Alr«rdi0x him^gjrfi ,.f(i!th^ i^nHi was muttbilWitfathihi'; 
yea, not^3|ily,from ihe prinflsdj.hiftofy^'i^C thf (C^ that 
-ii»6 by bimfpennedr ^trbycv^ imanufcci|)tLfroAVibi9 ovtit 
AKmth^ bearing theifame;aci$pmityi\|^.hii:^ I;h4iro/befido me^ri 
. Thia great man,^ afiger tbi«5 }>^9g foff a.' oodfiGddr^iMevttimei 
abroad, being obb of •admirable graces and 'fingt^brlyrieaiftk 
ed, both ia divine and htfm^ (cieocesj^did iii^^%^ttiUxn;to 
his own country, where ih^Mgrft ipreacbodin^Moftti^ibiaaii' 
ihen ia Duadae, t<^ the^admrnaiiion of aUidiatiheard himi* 
until that^)QjB Robert Mtliv^il3(^t^t to^rm at^i^itoftigatioir 
of the Car^i^al (though heb^gftngfa pffhtffifial;ii9hErtth(lrei<had^ 
fometime bpe» n profeflToTr^ff i:t%ion)-did| fn,ti»'tiifa«<i€ 
public fermon, inhibit hk troubling their tawAiaoy.moieibf 
preaching, fince he would fiot/fttfie» it*-* \2nhere«l^nMhi9^ 
bki^ many mufing a little with his eye^ bent <MitoheaT«n;' 
iaid, *f God iamy witnefs, 4^blMLl*nev6r<iiJiiiided.yottr troii-- 
hie, but your comfort; yea, ki h ttion^ fad. .toHme ^an ybur^* 
felves: But I am fure, thattarefufa and chafe frdm.youfhsb' 
mej&nger$, jhaU notpreferv^e you from troid)lev but bring 
you into it, and God ihaJi fend ykHWninifteifs, dxatt^bdUnci- 
ther fear bur;ning nor baniihmqnt. I have offijted lyou; the? 
word of falvation with the hazard of my life, but .now ye re+' 
fufe mc, and I muft leave my innocency to be declared by 
my God. If it be long profpei^us wioh you, I am not led 
by the fpirit of truth, but, if unlodced*for trouble come, ac- 
knowledge the ciaufe, and turn to God, who u ^mciouft andt 
mercifuL" Some nc^lemen then prefent perfuaded him to 
ftay, which by no means he would, but wenit to the weft- 
country, with an oflfer of the gofpel, where he was gladly 
received by many, though the bilhop of Glafgpw, with hi» 
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trains camt to the town of Air to irefift him, and feCured the 
public church for himfelf to preach in, which, whilft fome op- 
pofed, Mr. Wifhart^faid, ^< Let him alone, let us go to the 
market-crofs;" and fo they did, where he made fo nAable 
a fermon, as his very enemies themfelves were confounded; 
After he came to Mauchliny where he was by force kept out 
of the church, to fome, who wotild have broke in^ he faid^ 
^ Jefus Chrift is as mighty in the fields, as in the churchy 
yea, he often preached iri the defert, at the fea-fide, and in 
other places. It is the word of peace God fends by nie, the 
blood of none fhall this day be Ihcd for it 5'* and fo going to* 
the fields, he ftood on a bank, where he continued preaching 
three hours; and God wrought fo wonderfully thereby, as 
one of the wickedeft men in all the country, the laird of 
Shield, was converted, and his eyes ran down with fuch a- 
bundahce of tears, as all men wondered. It was then the 
news was brought to Mr. Wiihart, that the plague was broke 
out in Dundee, within four days after he was prohibited to 
preach there, yea, with fuclT a rage, as it is almoft beyond 
credit, how many died. This being related to him, not- 
withftanding the importunity of his friends, he would go 
thither, faying, « They are now in trouble, and need com- 
fort, perhaps this hand of God will make them reverence his 
word, which before they lightly efteemed." . Coming to 
Dundee j the joy of the faithful was exceedingly great; and 
becaufe mbft of the inhabitants were either fick, or employ- 
ed about them, he chpofed the eaft-gate to preach upon, 
where the whole were within, and the fick without the gate. 
His text Pfal. cvii. He feht hii nvofd and healed t^em^ is^c. 
where he fo comfortably held forth the gain and comfort of 
God's word, what punifhment comes by contempt of it, and 
freedom of his grace to fuch as truely turn to him, with the 
happinefs of his people whom he takes from this mifery, as 
the hearts of his hearers were fo raifed not to regard death,' 
but to judge them the more happy who ihould then depart, 
not knowing whether thev might have fuch a comforter a- 
gain with them. ' 
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After tWsj^ the plague ainwyft'iqiake cesifed, ahUcl whe^be 
took his leave of them, faid, " That God had almoft put an 
end to tharplague> and he was now calletl to aether place/' 
and thence fee went to Montr^fe to falute the dhtireh, where 
he fomctimes preached, bttt fpent moft of bis time in private 
nwcditatibni'in which he wasfo^meft, fts night and day he 
continued in it. It was at th^t time the Cardinal confpired 
his death, %y a cbunteffelt ktter of a friend of Mr. Wifhart'» 
the latrd of Rinneere, that witfe all poffible fp^ed he wouM 
comt to Mm, fince he was taken with a fudden ficknefs. lit 
the mean time, did fixty armed men lie in Mrait within a mile 
and a half ef the town of Montrofe to murder him in the 
way. The letter coming to his 'hands by a bcfy, who alto 
brought him an horfe to rJde on, he fgt forward with fome 
honeft men there, who were His friends; but Suddenly jloop- 
ing, and mufing a fpace in the way, he returned, 'which they 
wondering at, aflced the cattfe, to whom he feidj •< i will not 
go, I am forbidden of God, and afftircdly there i& treachery 5 
Let fome of you go to yonder place, and tell' *wc what yc 
find 5^ Mrhich they doing, found to be truth j afnd on their 
return told Mr. Wiihart of itj whereon he faAd, ^ 1 know I 
fhall end my life by ,that blood-thirifly man, but k will not be 
on this manner." The time approaching for his^ meeting the 
gentleman at Edinburgh, he tbok his leare and departed, and 
by the way, as he lodged With a faithful bfr^ther, James 
Watfon of Inncrgowry, he got up in the? night, and went in** 
to a yard, upon which two friends hearing, did fecretly fol- 
low; there he walking in art alley for fome (pace, breathing 
forth many fobs and deep groans, then fell on his knees, and 
his groans increafed, and then upon his face. Thofe that 
watched him found him thus weeping and praying an hour^ 
after which, upon his in-coming, they adventured to afk him 
where he had been, faying be [rtain with us, for we have 
heard your mourhing, and few your geftures ; to whom with 
a fad countenance he faid, " I had rather ye had been in 
your beds; but I will tell you, I am affured my warfare is 
»ear an end, and therefore pray with me, that I Ihrink not 
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mow Dulweathe battle is ny^j)lic^;f' upon whsicb with weep^ 
ing they faid, f^ This, is fmall^oi^fort to w$." To whom ha 
aufwose^ifif^jiirod Q%all feM^jWttvComfpr^ afliei;: This realm 
fliall be>$nlightea£d with theJIjightof Chrift'$f o%e)^.as dear* 
IjB fm ^py ;d«y. , dmc the 4*y^ ijf, jthcrapofttes ; • ye*^ stJhe; ioufti 
of Go4.fl»^ib^tlittUt ibw^ . wd feall not wmtt'md^iptt o| 
^n^fxiies, ,tb«r,ta;y /cop-ftouf p^ upon it; norrMrjll it he* long 
before; this itell be> gnd. maQyiihall not fuffer ^^metiiU 
tl« glory qf G^d ihaJi appes^ ajwijtriumph ift,<J^^te of S**- * 
^n. Bttt.aiasi if ,thQ peoplft-gft^rwards fware,i^M^hanWuV 
then fearfuli fliall the pl^«€is<b^^t <mJA faiUow^'- 1 t . . ;<< 
...Then weat^iHpoa his jcftifnejt(to JUith, hut^hcftrilig nor ' 
iSmg otf, tWffj geajdciBWIthatcJreare to m^elilir^*: ;he k^ 
Jiim£eJftretifft(Jjj^t4d giaewp^nfiy^ftruib^og aifcc44he:re?rfoB^ 
{nHy i"^Whs«ud^r Ifmm^^M^ roan? hitherto^ Qpodihath 
ilfe4 rt^ lgt<;^i>fftii(ir4nftt^^w>ifJ*nj4to the difcjofing o£dart-» 
iie£s^ ^ndi ho^m I ^d^.as^n^ .ihftt dare not (hei^his hcc^ 
her^Upoi^ihis ffi?nd;R'6iidingfh*5 defire to pre^h* faid, '"It 
i^4noS:/C09Eifotta|}teifor'^ .^orbearyoUj but for the diangel 
youareiiniv w?e fHiijcinot.d^irfe,it^". Toi whom. he: faid, « Let 
fj«d> provide, ftwrlBfttji aft it |>k^feth, him J if/yoadare he^r-," 
aod^opreache^ondhe patmble of >fehe iowjer, Mat. ^iiiv AvA 
a.Mt^jaftertpfcU«hed'atlJ»v«f^ft>> fWar Muf&fewgb^ wheie 
^ai a grea<fiK>iifliien€/e>of^Q<)ple^iia4 whilftjtSfOfiGrray-^ 
tiben at the dw^brdoor^ wblfp»red to Xueh>a8j<:a^*iie/i% .Mr. 
Wifliari obferving* laid to,rjtihe»ip^«jple,,« J pray.ypit.mabj 
xoom for tbcfci mm^ it may <b« iii<ey*cc(m« tOfle%m;l'^aiid to 
tiiem hefaid,^ -^^ come neary for I-a#Mre y^n, yje ibaUhl&ai! tfie 
Ivord -of tiHithl which this day< fballfeal Upj^ithet ycmi^f9^a« 
tion oir damnation." . But whilft they ftitt coatinued tO' difp 
turb the people^ he tar^d.to them the fecond tkbe waith an 
a»gry countenance^ and faid,^^* Ominifter&of Sa,t(a«i,iwill ye 
neither hear the tru«h, nor fuffer others to hc^.it^ depart 
and. take this for your portion^ God fliall ihoi«ly confonnd> 
and difelofe your fhypocrify within, this kipgdomv you £baU 
be abominable to men, and your placets and habitations defo-» 
late." , This he fpake with much vchcmency, and turning ta 
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God unto anger^ andtheni|>q9<^e0dfdia^ifijf<hul|iQn« r. .; , s. 

After he preached ia74i^Y$ifibc93 cVkyythc j^fimjoiixch 
flpckiag.ftflei^ J)imiva|)il iQldUt^JUdfetmoii&ibiKtto^d thfirfbmt^ 
nefs of time he had ta travel^ ;ft|id oear nfiptoach/bf (is ili»tlU 
Gom'm§iD fhidmg^B^hi^^lx^AQXfjhtgih inodKiD deooeafe 
)>]^ ,th^ ^9fl ^ Bothwe^v ^})i9&r .power tWaei^prj^t^ttfaoTfii .and 
upon, tb^ ip(tigautma.io£Dthb G^^dinaUt J^td/Ipi^l^Uicted IiuA 
iKjth <)fTd^,<:pttOtry,^nd tdymj&KWi hew i< * ii • 

Ashe^waajgoiiigtachurch^-JAeir^itftmedA IfittUBfoo^ci tflae M^f 
country, gem tkmeiii tand haifia^ TQ9diiit>rjfiid jtoxJohniKnoor^ 
{who<then.diUge;iitly waitedDitt^R him^ A4iJaib(bd wesvwieary 
0£ the n^rHi' becaufe Jaet iaw meiLto fbenieoasyL of iQod ; fear 
th&gfitntieiQaentof the^w^eftihaice^n^ nm i^'curd^itbft&theyfiaoi^ 
not keep the^meeting^ at ISd^mgtin i Mr^ Kqok wondevad 
he.fbou)d,ipeak this To daii3bedbtely/^fiom//i:toi^np(»imraity 
to his ysrvupi fatd> Sir> ii8niioiirtxryv:.approadbie8^rI Tviitk now 
leave. y6u, to your Jned&taljmi. ^riTJiuni^lk^n Wtfliavd^w^ttied 
up and downiabovit halft an ^Mutif, dai$,;faxl ^»3an£eniuKcc:fhjew« 
ing the grief !cf,hi$ mindydndidfter wef\tio^p}jfmijaU.wh^6 
kia auditory beiittg.fmaU^ihie: began ip Ahis manflbr^ ■ ^fh Oi Loirdi 
hoWt long fhall it bQ> .Jthat: diy^holyjwoxd ^iiaUr J>e deipifed^ 
andimeninot regard theio icwKfl falvation*:^ il^have heard ctf 
thee^ OtHoddbgtoni th^ iiw^:m ths^^rthauhnd perfocis 
would be:dt, a vain and wicfccdiplay, airid?J!i0«J)to hear the 
melTenger. of . t;be etemaliGod^ cau.iicarceiKMiehAUidred he 
numherod: . -Sore aiwLfcatfu}lhalljfche4>lagiieai>«>; which will 
enfue <m> fuch a contcmpt^i with fire and 'fw«wdiihalt ithou be 
plagued; yea>; thee iiad4ingtoo, in (peciaV iftr^gers (hall 
poflefsy and the pare&nt inhabitants tfhall' either, in bondage 
lerve iheir enemies, or (hall be chafed from ^thcir owji habi*- 
tationsy^andthatbecaufeye iiarve not hnowiiii «or will know 
the tiame of your vifitation/* .This prophecy iv^as accoroplifh*. 
cd not long after, as Mc. Knox (hews, and'wae then known 
to all J whilft the Englifli made it a garrifou, and after having, 
bu^t and fpoiled a great part of it, the French that came as* 
auxiliaries did help forward that ftrokej fo as. this tP.wn di^^ 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



OF WB%t 4C!II*'P0RE. y^X 

iiev)9r fccorvBT feetiiiiiiep bekutfi^ nor m<in o£tfe^h wiCdorfi 
and part&asidkiformcriyiwhabitffit. ^ . * 

>That»nigfc!t iMas Mr. WiAjart apprehended in the houfe of 
0n3iiftoti by the) eayl^of 'BoA\iit€l, fubornedi^hetfetabythc 
Gardioai; ^hemarniec was thus <^ ' ' * ' , ^ ;;- 
* After feranoni the tooic MS»4aftiifaj*ewell of hfe' friends id 
Hsddingtmi^ Jxjhn Knos?'<3R?o«i4dfibave fain' gotte ^ with hiittj 
but heifMidg()*jR€turQito y(Mi:i^ children, and God M^fs you^ 
fufficienf is one for xmc facfdfittei*'^ And thenvvseeiit' to the 
houfe <rf Oc«tfftdm with'jKheilaiirdi ^nd others ^wha ftccom^a- 
niod ^im^j land ^after fuppier fcaA-rt comfortable difcourfe of 
theldve^ &6d.4xDwacd8ihi8 i^itfld^en^ upon which, af«er fing* 
ing PfaL lit; he retired to im chAiWberi prsrying, that the . 
Locd, if itiwriare his good wiil^ -^owanbld'givc oorafoptable reft to 
riiem'that arigfaltj 'but afcBaidnagto the.houfe was befetj and 
the.cacl oftibthtvclflh«Jw»d.'itiie»4uBd of/the hott& it was in 
vain to vefift,'^ &ce thcf Gowmioriaml. Cardinal were withii\ 
amile thence dt Eljihinflioun, * mvdi a gf eat powder, ■ but gave 
furtheftmffot^ancres^ that iifuhcy would open the gates, Mr. 
Wiihart fecn^dte fafff; /to whorii the laird of Ormifton, with 
fome Bardng'tfaen prefent^i fw4 dnto Bothwel (fuoh was their 
Jove^ndf fdrvtocy fopthe^trutii) -^^ My Lord^ if you keep 
pTomife^ wenvSl give you a bamd of manrent^ and not only 
e«8iTfelvses:)i!rillffei:veyoui but warll procure all the prt^feflbrs in 
Lothian' to 1 dottle fame*" jBofc this was quicfely broke upon 
fiothwer&acaiwait* And ^ter^ was?, that holy and excellent 
man takew tQ>fife Ai?drewB^ Whete tte Catdinal with others of 
the clergy^ did Twithgreateftiviigour purfue him to death, at 
which time, turning to the. people^ when he was brought to 
the fire,.l>c jfaid, ^* I befeech ydu, be not oiFended at the word 
of God, forthe torments which you fee prepared for me, but 
I exhoct you'to Jovci the word and fuffcr patiently, and with 
^ comfortable heart for tlie word's fake, which is your un- 
doubted falvation, and everlafting comfort. I pray you alfa 
fliew my brethren, that they ceafc not to learn the- word of 
God which I taught, according to the meafurc of the grace 
given, for noperfec^tion nor trouble in this world, and that 
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this dp^npp w^ ^0 (jM wq^fi^f f»blft$r but^c^^irtfeof God; 

thanks b:<m v^fi^ ,hnt\{ox .(jhctflll^rd!® felM? t^l^w/^flfer»vivH 
forrowfuUj^ilmt/wiiJi.^ gla4Ap*rti/^.for thi«iJf ^i^fefit intg^ 
the worl4f ithat fo^ Chxiftf^.jfekc: J .fti^nW .fi#^ ith^sfi^,** 
BchoW-^y fcicei^ jK)ii*fball«n^tj(€;e;:iiq^ i^hft^gfiimF' co^te^ 
nance. .4 fewr notice . i^ej'.^i^iirpfnkcn^m ^Fifc.(fw,tJley 
wonJ's ifaKet^fwr not them -feh(ajf4a»' kill the rb<^4yb anctbave 
not power to huit the. fo^U"(li *»,., f > t .>/ i* .. 

AiKt'W^ thcfir^'Wa^:ki94l^4>^foicl^ •* TWsilWmepts my. 
body,' but no whit abates m}f'^Til*'^ » Thie|i)l9Jol»iig' tow^dt^ 
the Ca»dinj|ii he faid, " H^>«4|a in fuch flai;? ft^pm^tlwthigh' 
place ieedjS ^isr .eyes >vith./^y^'J^i?ift?nfft \wifkin ^ few djiys. 
fliall be hunged'out ©f the /(ame.mndp^s^^p l^j^'iee^i with-^ 
much igftowny, a8J^an6ivJc2Wf;thfi|ce'wi<h,pTyf^ Whi^h 
predi£):ion was a i^w^day,$4ftei^inioftirc^afik^l^ fi^fijl^ 

&^. 4. Seeing, .there lisr a paWia a^poimt d Mr Ki>^y» • 
that defervedly famo^si?lftI[Bpaentio^^dlp^y9f^q^oi^l?cfpfilaan 
tion in. the church Scotland^ I, forbear to ^vf any ^^^epetitioit 
here: But,thi$ further, whij(;h4s noi infert^an the account 
given of >hi^ life,. aixd^.whii^,]jypHh^f^xineiaff>ya|i'g5 I caw.^Jet 
down heye, I thought wpi^thjyriio relate, Hcrp^} before: hi«i 
death, when he was enforced to go ov!Sfrfjto^/8f.^A*>4rB^!B?s 
from Edin^vrgh^ bffcaufe,f)|^h)e<juaffHVfo<9^Vl^i^ was 
fo ftrong in the town, aaid th^»caiUe;kej^t Ottt^ppa.Jier in- 
ter«ft;;yea, w^s To w^ak^ ag tp>^ ^Iped tO;thffchyrch> i^sm-. 
ingupon his^ferya^t Richard, BajY«nti<ie| he .l;oW'the peoplflv 
that the c^ftie flioali vo^^t ^p^thc captain jA^^m^f^ ^ho was^ 
the faird.of , Grange, and thfi^hc, ih^d a^ ^pac. j5wh of the 
gate, but -over the walls, andr thatitower^of ithj^cMll«, which 
was called David's tower, ihc^U run lUk^: a £andf gla^s^ upon 
which, one Mr. Robert Hamilton iaini(tej(:tJw»5 uM fc^aOi 
freedom to aik what warrant he liad for tbi^*, -rhe *afnfwcred| 
" Thou fhalt fee' this witlx thine eyes, ami J^noW it to be 
truth;'* as it came to pafs, he being then in Edinburgh, when 
the fore-work of the caftle was demoUfhed by the EngliA 
cannon, and run down like a fandy brae, he faw the captain: 
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€Ortie oret thc"firafflj vridta ifedFinfiis hand, becaufe tlie 
gate ^i^rzB then'ftbjpped witlvth^f^bifli, ahd how, in this very 
circumftancKvlhi wbtd of th^t ffeiil of God was accompliih- 
cdi It' Tt^ a* littlie before* this hfe'Tetit by Mr. David Lind- 
fay a f!*av^^teJnlft<^r iokWii\*i^^6( Glahge, that meflage 
which i« piiSliftdd'id W^ life^ «<^^Whorii be feid, ^ Ycm know 
I have lo^fe4 thiis ^ntkinbri*wtell^ %ut'fiiew him from me, 
that if he ib Mt ^Ive over his^tiAftifc eppofitioii, lie fliall be 
brought over the walls with fliaii#, awd be httfig tip with 
his facfe^lP^^lft^^riih,** as ktttit tk's^lf fell out 5^ imd faid fur- 
ther^ «'Of^t*lky»G0d^hathftflto:fe*me," - . 

Upoh'Vt/ftfeSi '^iVety of th^taeflage.by Mr. fHvid Lind- 
fey, and 4 tefUtii' of his ai^fti^fe^^1)dth from the' ^ca^mn alid 
fecret^y LetHi^gton, i^h6 ^v^s^ihai there> he Mi'i " I am 
fdny &at tfti^fBottldbefalhtttty-y God ^ui^til^'W^ tliere^ 
is mefcy' fet iiisf -ib^l; fcW 'll^ 'btha', I have iio' ' ^varrant 
that II: Attll he i^i ^^Ith 'iift*; ti^hieh word^ i4(ct Grarrge 
clefired Mr.'IJa^M Lindfayto^ifeffThim 6ver agiaitl before his 
death, (beitig> ti^ft^ely pettitfettt^ tittd -^us mtiWh* comforted 
therev^ ith, • iM ^faiid, " IKbpfe id'^ive fome evidihcfe'of ' the 
Lord's makirig .gbbd the wcwrdsof ^that man of Sbd,' ^t my 
death," as fdl 6\xt moft difcfei^iWy bothby Ais vi^ords and 
carriage at that 'time. * - ' . ■: v 

A little before Mr. Knox'^dilrti 'death,' he MAy <^ I have- 
been fightirig Dvith fpiritnal wieiieditefd, and havt'pirevJiiied, 
I have been in heaven and tailed of ^thihdavenly joys, and if it 
weire the goodwill of the Lord, h'e'httth fo far ftibjefted my 
fiprit to his wilJ,''^sf to be content, Hiough for many years, to 
lie under this pain and trouble, \W\ich now is upon me." 

SeB, 5. Some Signal and aftoniihing providences for •mak- 
ing way to the work of reformation, there might be feen 
then, as a convincing witnefs thet*eto, i . That furprifing 
death of Henry the fecond of Frartcdj and within a little, of 
Francis his fon, to whom the efowft then by marriage with 
the young queen was fo far made over, as was like to bring 
both the civil and religious intcreft of the nation under the 
French yoke> and to have moft eftforcing fnares therewith. 
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for engaging fuch as were of greateft power then, to t 
compliance with their way, on whom they ^faw their 
hope of preferment, with. othe.r outward advantages did fo 
vifibly depend. 2. That' ftupiendous and (lately a£l of the 
judgment of the Lord, in the death of Cardinal Beaton, who 
was fo great an adverfary to the truth, and in ^hofe hand 
the whole power civil and ccclcfiaftic feemed to be engrofled, 
where all may fee an extraordinary providence, and the imp- 
mediate finger of God, except they will ftiut their eyes. 

1. In the ftrangc excitement of inftruments to adventure 
thereon, againft all human reafon, or any appearahce, how 
they could withftand the power of the popifh party, both at 
home and abroad. 

2. How fome of thofe were enforced to declare their leav- 
ing no intereft or motive elfe, but avenge the blood of that 
excellent man Mr. Wifhart, and of his being a fworn adver- 
fary to Jcfus Chrift and his truth, for Which they were fent 
of the Lord. 

3. So ftrange a concurrence of things to make this efFeft- 
ual, that in one morning, not above eighteen feized on tliat 
ilrong caftle in St. Andrews, where he lived, and put near 
an hundred fervants and workmen out of the gates, without 
tumult or blood. 

4. How this was in a very few days after the fufferings of 
that man of God, yea, fo manifeft an accomplifhment of liis 
prediaion before the World, that out of the place where the 
Cardinal was looking forth, with greateft joy to feed his eyes 
upon the fufferings of that blcff^d witnefs for Chrift, he 
fliould be hung over as a fpeftacle of the holy judgment of 
God, whilft nothing then, in an ordinary way, could have 
feemed more improbable. 

5. The remarkable priefervation and return of of all thofe, 
after tliey were fent prlfoners to France, as Mr. Knox, who 
was then there, did with greateft affurance from the Lord 
promife. 

Se3. 6. It is aftonifiiing, and fliould be matter of wonder 
and praife for aftcr-agcs, to confider that folemn time of the 
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It.e{btmaition^''whantfie7Lord began to ^fithb cku^^ there^ 
what a^unft-jcburfe tb« rpwea4isig'of the kingdom, of Chrift 
h^d^ andho^qpnr6£efibr9/ofitfa&tanjith'tkroiig)sdiin)^^pi^ the 
greateft'tferfiienilig&.-of /tHoferoti whofeiideiaitt^wiritjJand 
pdwer .then{kvi3i3Ci>0>liaw aftohiftiin^ ^ind extraordinaTy -wm 
this4ppieHt^^C8 dfildiQlioial ^re^ Qnaliranks^ tx^o^rthem- 
Uhr^s "wiffiin^lyt fiair the ttuthy jkxA^ tp&ni fucL o£>l^i9 fervantls, 
as^.wete fent,fordi>m th& work ca£i the iminiftry^aititith fuch 
2^al aad/onetiefstiof (^Tit) airdq:jd)e?£artheft>haa;aid ^ their 
li?es end eftatd&y iithejt.dkfienfiei&intoiooveiiant ioit'ibutual de- 
fence^r for the^tqfQt^ofiChrifti'^iand a fr^e profeiUonfthereof; 
zsndst dowi^ alt^liurge>ih tbeihiAnify^of the^jrefontiadiion, .fiift 
in the year 1557, and after at Perth in th&j^zrhtg^y by 
the eongregationliof^be jweftxoontry^ /PecthyrBundee) Eife, 
August landdMctam^ ^to coricijtT^iaffvft^ (and'conrene togeth*- 
ery ^tad<iiot/fpac^tlabouity^gd0dSy:;fQbftaiicey bodies and lives 
(forthefe^arefUie \pi6rds tiieteof) f^ to maintaiil the iiberty of 
the congregation, and every member thereof, againft* whom-| 
foever thdt ilvcnild^ta'Quiile themi iop'tbeocauieiof retigipn.'' 
Thas^ "vmhi^noiitefe'evidenoi^vPQS dfisipromi&ictheitiacconi^ 
plfihediip ^that ^ge^V ' ^ ierer^ • If;^ /k1; .51. .^at they Mvhp^ nvak 
mthi Loi/fA^^^aM mounts upms^^with eagitrit^ing^, emdjbotdd 
run and not be weary^ isfc. as Mr. Knox then flieATed;; " For 
what wad>cnJit)lbrGe^-(£affth he) orarmnber, -tobHng}fo great 
an eiit6rpf9ifaiitc[fftfch^a'iel()fei'iOttV v^ry enemies can^witnefe^ 
yet mhbw^Khf purky did ^iiodfefbkbh&ihis'tfue vdigiohr ar 
mongA U9j^ land tills '^wejcoftfefs 40 be a ftvength given us 
from' God, ^b^c^itofei^we ^efteemadmot ouriblves wife in our 
own eyef i^jbufttcickiowitlg cor wifjiofn tabejfooJsflmefs before 
God, iaid>it afide,\and fbUowedt tb^t which was biily-apf^rov- 
ed of him. In this point could never our enemies caufe us 
fuinc, iwhillt for thig we wteftled, thgt the Mvorend face of 
the fird ptimi^ive and apoildic cfaorch, (hould be reduced 
to the eyes and iciiowkdge^ of men, and in that point hath 
our God ftrengthened us, till the work was finiihed, as the 
world may fee." To this purpofe doth Mr. Knox fpeaky 
Hj/lory of Refstmaiion, page 303, '304. 
Vol. II. Qji 
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• 8^. 7. To Witnefs the immediate finger of ih& Ldrrf 
here, arid that his people's ftrengfh then was in his prefencc 
going before them. It was remarkabk, that fudden fu!*ptif- 
ing darkncfs, and almoft univerfal faintnefs, upon, the fpi- 
rits of all then engaged for the truth, a verv little before this 
great deliverance, and fettled ealm in the church's eftablffti- 
meiit'. For, at that time, whiHl the French kfept Leith^ and 
the Proteftant party feemed moft unite, with a greater cbn- 
curremie of Ae nobility and gentry than had been formerly; 
fiich an amazing fear and terror, did then feize on moft, as 
they withdrew without any difcetnible caufe, that all might 
fee the Lord's bleffed concurrence, arid fiich an high fpritig- 
tlde of his people's zeal and refolution for the truth, to have 
no neceflary connexion with human aflSftance, and furtheft 
encouragements from that airth. At which time Mr^ Knox 
preached at Stirling, whither moft in that cbnfufion and pa- 
nic fcaf, ivere retired, had thefe woidd, as are at length fet 
dovm in the Church Hiftory. 

^ This day are our faces confounded, oiir encniies tri-^ 
umph, our hearts have quaked for feaf, when we were ve* 
f y few in number m comparifon of our enemies, and had 
ixeither duke nor lord, (for it this tiifte duke Hamilton was 
joined with the lords of the congregation) except a very few; 
we called on God, iand took him for our prote£l:or; and a- 
mongft us was heard no bdafting of multitude, ftrength or 
jfolixiy, but only did fob u|^ to Gbd the equity of our caufe ; 
But now, fince our number is multiplied, efpecially the duke 
with his friends havb joined with us, nothing was heard> 
but fuch a lord will bring fo many hundred fpears, and this 
ifian hath credit to perftiade the country. And thus we who 
felt God's potent hand for our defence, have of late made 
fleft our arm." 

And a Kttle after, faith, " It refteth, that we Veturn to 
God, the eternal God, who bears down to the death, that 
he may raife up again; and to leave a remembrance of hh 
wondrous deliverance, to the praife of his own name-, winch, 
if we do uhfeignedly, I no more doubt, that this confufion 
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and-fcar -fiiall- Ve tuwe4 into joy,, honauf and boldnef$, 
than I doubt that God g^ve viftory to the liraelites, after 
they had been twice rep:^lfcd. Yea, whatever become of us, 
IdoubJtnpt but this cauie in defpite; of Satan ftall yet tri- 
umph in this reahn; for, as it is the eternal tru,th of God, 
fo'ftall it once prevail, though for this tim? it be impugned. 
Yea, it may bp, God ih^ plague fpm^, because they de- 
light not in the truth, but for worldly refpeiSs favour it, and 
take away fome of his dearcft children 5 but neither (hall tlie 
one or other hinder this work, but in end it {ball triumph." 
Hiftory of the Reformation*, page 209, 210. * The verifica^ 
tion of which did in a fliort time n^oft remarl^ably fpllpw. 

5^^, 8- Such was the Lord's marvellous appearance then 
in fhe l>ehalf of his church, after fo long a night of Antichrif- 
tian dj^rknefsj as a few years, yea months, did bring forth 
that, which would have feemed improbable for an age to ac- 
compliih^ that we find .betwixt the fuffering of die laft mar*- 
tyr for the truth then, Walter Miln, who was burnt at St. 
Andrews, April 1558, and the eftabliflimept ofj the P^otef- 
tant religion and civil fancJiion to the Confeffion of Faith, by 
the three eftates of the nation, with a full aboliftiment of Po- 
pery, which follpwed that treaty and tranfaiSiion at J^eith with 
the French in July 1560, ^vas but little above two years; 
to {hew what great things the Lord can do, above that his 
people could either think or aik j and how fometimes one 
year may bring forward that, which could not have been ex- 
pe<Sied in many. 

5^^. p. \Though it was not long before a {harp and fearch- 
ing trial was upon the queen's arrival from France, and thefe 
effays put' on foot by fubtilty, to accompli{h what open force 
could not do; fome memorable providences therewith are a}- 
fo y^orthy to be noted, i. That remarkable prefage at her ve- 
ry firft arrival of wh^t after followed, when fo extraordinary 
appearance the face of the heavens had, that, befides the fur- 
face famoift, and corruption of the air, fuch a mill then was, 
with a thick darknefs, as fcarce any could efpy another for a 
Uttle way, that day of her j^rrival, and two days after j nor 
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did the fun once fliine all that time to the difcerning of any^, 
fo as it is fet down in the hiftory of the church: A more do^ 
lorous and aftonifhing face of the heavens hath not been 
firtce the memory of man, and in fuch a time of the year. 
2. The Lord's breaking of the moft vifible cffays/which then- 
was againft the Proteftant intereft, as in that memorable de^ 
liverance at that battle in the north againft the earl of Huntly, 
where the ftrength of the Popifli party was much joined, 
and a few on the Proteftant fide, but with fuch a marvel- 
lous affiftance, as they broke that army, even whilft by a cor- 
refpondence a confiderable number of thofe that were joined 
with them, fell in with the enemy in the very heat of the 
fight. At which time of fo remarkable a ftrait, fecretary 
Lethington, being then prefent with the earl of Murray^ 
made a public reference to the Lord by prayer in the heat of 
the conflift, to decide in the juftnefs of their caufe betwixt 
them and th^ adverfary, and a moft furprifing viftory quickly 
followed. The earl of Huntly was killed, who was, next 
to the queen, the moft leading perfon to promote the Popifli 
intereft, and carried dead upon an horfe to church in Aber- 
deen, where the lady Pitfligo, a grave and godly woman, 
amongft others^ who came to fee him, burft out in amaze- 
ment. in -thefe words, " What ftability is there in human af- 
fairs [ For this is his body here lying upon the ground in fo 
poor and defpicable a manner, who this very morning was by 
all judged the richeft, wifeft, and moft powerful of any in 
the nation." 3. That memorable deliverance the church 
had a few years after, againft the queen's party at the battle 
of Langfyde, by that truely good regent the earl of Murray, 
where the Lord's immediate decifion might be difcernible to 
all, whilft the very Proteftant intereft there feemed to be at 
the ftake, and in fuch vifible hazard. 4. It was writ in 
greateft letters, for after-ages to notice, that ftupendous judg- 
ment in the tragic clofe of this queen, who wanted not not- 
able accompliftiments of nature, but hadftiil contended how. 
to weaken the Proteftant intereft, yea, to divide and break 
them amongft thcmfelves, after her return from France. 
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SeB. 10. It IS true, the fufferitigs of the church of Scot- 
land, refifting to blood for the truth) were not in fuch mea- 
fure then, as in other churches, though thefe few, who were 
thus called to feal the truth and teftimony of Chrift, were 
moft remarkably owned with his countenance. But thefe 
alfo would be confidered. 

' I. How then the Lord did in an extraordinary way call 
his people to an aftive teftimony, and with fuch an imme- 
diate power on the fpirits of all ranks, as put them in fo fhort 
a time in a capacity for appearing agairift the cruel tyranny 
of their adverfaries, that to this prefent tiine it may be as a 
continued wonder before us. 

2. We may fee in what another manner the Lord hath ex- 
crcifed his church there, more than any other churches, with 
fuch fore continued conflicts upon the government of his 
houfe, and purity^ of 'worfliip, that it may be truely faid, it 
hath been the lot of the church of Scotland to have a more 
continued wreftling part with remarkably fearching trials, 
than any of the churches abroad; and it may be faid, that 
the part and fervice of this church, peculiarly allotted her 
fince the reformation, hath been to contend for the crown 
and prerogative royal. of Jefus Chrift as the fupreme head 
and king over his church; and on this great intereft have 
the trials of his people been moft remarkably ftated. 

5^^. II. Whilft, after the fweet and comfortable calm 
the church had from that former bondage of Popery, there 
wanted not new afTaults from fuch, who fought to invade the 
liberties of the kingdom of Chrift there, and in a more fubtile 
manner, with clofer approaches followed the fame; it was 
feen, and may be inftrufting to this day, what vifible marks 
of judgment did the holy Gpd put in the very entry of this 
trial on fuch, as did fir ft adventure to bear down the liberties 
of the church there ; as, * 

T.The earl of Morton, one otherwife of moft excellent 
endowments, who had been zealous againft Popery, but ob* 
fefvably fw^yed with that fad predominant of covetoufnefs, 
^hich (whilft he was regent) to have fome legal claim to the 
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bHhppa! revienuea^ ptjt l>im to.effay fome nrw mould fc^ tjieir 
eftahJifhmentjwith fojn^ abridgment of their power j that thus 
by compail he and otlters of the nobility then might have a 
confiderablc fharc of th^e church-rentsj but as bath the end and 
ipqan$ be followed for attaining thei^eto ">;jrere fmful, and this 
was the firll afTault to the government of the reformation; we 
may fee^a ren^arkable beacon for after-tiixies in the holy judg- 
ment of the Lord fet up thereon, in his being throM^n down, 
arraigned upon treafon, beheadec), and his eftate brought un- 
<kr forfeiture, though not without fom^ convincing ovid^n- 
(Ces at his des^th of ferioiis repentance; and then did he caU 
to remembrance Mr. Knox's laft words to lum whiift be was 
on his death-bedy " Ho\y the Lord had given him, both wif- 
dom, riches and honour, and then was casing him to the 
government of the nation, (for at this time he was chofea 
regent) and that he would be careful to improve thefe for 
the Lord, and good of his church; but> if otherwife, aflured 
him of a fad fall, and that his end fliould be fliame and ig- 
nominy.*^ 

2. It was upon his fall, that violent man, the e^rl of Arran, 
then got up to the public govemiiiei^t ©f the natipn, whofp 
great aim was, but with more rage and fury than had been 
formerly eflayed, to break the government of the church, 
and bring it in fubordination to the civil magiftrate; but in 
a few years did the righteous God fo confpicuoufly break 
him, as he was enforced to flee from the court, and retire in 
difgrace, is put out of all public truft, and at laft upon the 
high- way by a ftrange furprife of providence wa3 affau'*ed, 
and killed dead upon the place by my lord Torthorircl, a 
friend of the late edrl of Morton, and in revenge of his death. 
And for thefe, wretched churchmen, who then vigorpufly 
concurred in fuch an attempt, fuch as Mr. John Douglas, Mr. 
Patrick Adamfon, with fome others alfo that followed after, 
a fignal remark of the holy judgment of the Lord, was then 
made as notour before the world, as their defe£iion from 
the truth had been; but, having given fome account thereof 
dfewhere, I forbear now to touch it further. 
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Si£f* 12. Wc may fee in ihofe times after the reformati- 
t)nj how their wanted not ftill fome great and extraordinary 
inftruments fent fort^ for the fcrvice of the church, of whom 
I have formerly given fome account, as it might be clear to 
us of fomething from the Lord of an extraordinary and apof- 
tolic fpirit with them j butj fitice it iscongraous to the pre- 
lent fubjeft, and that I hope it may be for edification to the 
reader, I (hall yet add but i<xiht few pallages m<we about two 
of thofe infta^nces, whohi I have eHe where touched; thefe 
great fervants of Jefus Chrift in their time, Mr. Robert 
Brttce^ and, Mr. Jdhn Wekh^ lKivi*ig fuch a convincing af- 
furance of the truth thereof. 

I. As to Wc* Bruce ^ after he had ftudied the laws in 
France, and Was by his father^s direction commanded after 
bis return to wiJt on the court and feifion of his affeirs ^here, 
having a patent infuted for his being made one of the Lords 
of the feflion J it was then the Lord began to work mightily 
upon his confdence, fo as he could find no reft until he went 
to St. Andrews to Mr. Andrew Melvil, to ftudy Theology; 
which Ms mother f6 much oppofed, till he firft denuded 
hiniifelf of fome lands and cafualities wherein he was infeft 
(his father at that time being a baron of greateft quality in 
the nation) and thus did he willingly (hake off all impedi- 
ments, laying afide his court-appttrel, to follow the Lord: 
But, whilft he was there, did not want fome fliarp corifliflrs 
in this matter, fo as, walking at a certain time in the fields 
with that holy man Mr. James Melvil, he faid, « Before I 
caft myfelf again in that torment of confcience, which I 
have h^d in refifti'ng the call of God to the miniftry, I would 
rather choofe to pafs throiigh a fire of brimftone, were it 
half a mile long. After he had been for the truth enforced 
to leave the country, (which was feveral years after this,, 
and his fettling in the miniftry) upon his return he 'Was ad- 
vertifed by chancellor Seton, of the king's exprefs order to 
difcharge him to preachy yet faid, he woiftd not ufe his au- 
thority, but only requeft him to dcfift for nina or ten days, 
which he coafented to, thinking it was a fmall import for fa 
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ftiort a time: But he quickly found how deep the fmalleft 
ceding upon his matter's intereft may draw, fp (as he fhewed 
after) " that night his body was caft into, a fever with the 
terror of his confcienee, and he promifed never to obey their 
commandments any more*" ^ 

The manner of his death I have elfewhere touched. He 
had much longing defires, before that, for his change.; fo as 
fometimes. he faid, *^ I wonder how I am kept by my matter 
fo long here, fince I have lived already two years in violence; 
meaning, that he was then 72 years of age. From a grave 
and eminent minitter of Chrift, who was intimate with Mr. 
Bruce, I had this further account, how one day vifiting him 
at his houfe, it was long brfore he came out -of his ttudy; 
but found by his face he had been weeping bitterly, and af- 
ter, told him fome occafion of his grief, that having heard of 
the iharp fufFerings of a godly minitter of the gofpel, in ano- 
ther country for the truth, yea, upon the fame account for 
which he had fufFered confinement himfelf, he faid, « If I 
had been faithful, I might have alfo fhed fome of my blood 
for Chrift as well as he, but he hath got the crawn from us 
all: And that my grief was not for what befel that godly 
man, but for myfelf." 

He had alfo related from him in private, a ftrange dream, ^ 
*< How he had feen a great long book with black boards fly- 
ing in the air, with many black fowls like crows about the 
fame ; and, as it touched any of them, they fell down dead : 
Upon which he heard a voice, which he faid ^ was as audible; 
*as he then heard him fpeak to him, Hac eft ira Dei contra 
pajiores Ecclefta Scoticana. Whereupon he prefently fell a 
weeping, and crying to God, that he might be kept faithful, 
and not be one of thofe, that were thus ttruck down by a 
touch of his wrath, through deferting the truth. -And faid, 
when he awakened, he found the pillow all wet and drench- 
ed with his tears. This was at a remarkable time ^Ifo of 
the defection of nlany minifters there from the way of the 
,Lord. 

Seii. 13. This further account about that famous fervant 
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of CKrift, Mr. John Welfh, to what hath been formerly pub- 
lifhed, I ihall here give in fome few particulars, \vhich I 
hope may be confirming and edifying to the reader. i. 
That witnefs he bore for the Lord, upon his journey to thfc 
aflembly of the church at Aberdeen, whereon his after-iiti- 
prifonment and exile was ftafedj and about which he had 
been fo much prefled upon his fpirit to go thither, for own- 
ing the liberties of the church, which fo vifibly were then 
ftruck at by the magiftrate. His words I fhal] fet down. 

" Never a greater providence found I in my life-time, than 
I found this laft time in my journey: And here T thank my 
God for it, and I avow thatj if this blood of mine fliould go 
for it, it was acceptable fervicre we did to God that day. I 
know there were many, who fent up their prayers to God for 
the maintenance of this liberty of the church, which I am 
fure the Lord heard. And I can fay, the room was never 
yet that I came to, but I found the Lord meeting me there, 
and confirming that as acceptable to him, fo as I never found 
a fweeter ' providence fince I was born, and fee thkt the 
Lord's hand is not fhortened. O Scotland, O that thbu 
wouldeft repent and mourn for the contempt of fo great a 
light that hath fhined in thee, thou fliouldeft fee as glorious 
a day of the power of God in this ifland, as ever was feen in 
any church before. 

What is it to the Lord ? And, let any think of it what they 
will, I know who has approved me: For it is the running of 
the gofpel through this whole ifland, and that the net of 
Chrift may be fpread over all, that if it were poffible \^c 
may fang in a world into it, that they might not perifh, is 
that which we feek. And when I look to that eternity 
.of wrath abiding the wicked,, I mtift fay. Who would not 
pity a world of finners ?" This wais preached by him at 
Air, a very little before his imprifonment ; which having oc- 
cafion to fee as it was written from his mouth, I thought 
truely w^orthy of remark, and to fet down here. 

2. As alfo that teftimony he gave in public againfl that^ 
great affault the church was then meeting with from prelacy. 
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. « I know there will come a fliaking time, and the glory 
of the world will bewitch many; but, tell me, received yc 
the Spirit of God by this lordly miniftry of the prelates, or 
by the pure miniftry of his fencants? And fliall we begin in 
the Spirit t and end in the fiejh? This truth we have believed, 
profefled and fubfcribed; the king and the nobility abjuring 
alfo, and condemning that wicked hierarchy of the church. 

This IS a thing that hath been fpoken long fince that there, 
behoved to be a trial in Scotland. If this new erefled do- 
mination be it, I leave it to the Lord; but if ever I had fami- 
liarity with him, an4 if ever his Spirit fealed any part of the 
Scripture to me, the purity of the gofpel, and kingdom that 
hath been in this ifland,-Was from God. And that this new- 
crcfted kingdom of prelacy is not from him, was fealed to 
my confciencc; and thofe are names of blafphemy, (for I 
count him a blafphemer, who takes to him the proper ftiks 
that belong to the Lord) fince there is but one Lord; and ye 
pall not he called fuch^ faith Chrift to his difciples; hut if any 
deftre to he great ^ lef him he your fervant. Is it not the mark 
of the woman clothjsd with the fun, that is perfecuted in the 
wiidemefs, and has the moon under her feet ? but it is the 
mark of the beaft, that fpeaks hlafphemie^ againft God, and 
makes war with the faints.'^ 3. Some prediftions he then 
had of what was to come, were indeed remarkable, as he ex- 
preffed in public, n^ar the fame time where he thus fpeaks; 
<* Prepare you fpr crofles, for I am thinking there is fome- 
thing to follow, on this falling of the ftars to the earth, and 
that thefe golden apples are^ offered to minifters, and men are 
become earthly-minded, who were wo^t to be capable of 
fpiritual things ; th^e muft be a fiery trial to follow with it. 
And at another time^ there is a fword coming, which fhall be 
drunk with blood; the Lord knows from whence it fhall 
come, but I cannot be quit of it, but that this land, which 
IS defiled with blood; muft be cleanfed with blood again: 
but, if we could be humbled, and run to God by prayer, it 
may be, he would fend peace in our days. Remember this 
poor churchy that is like to be brought under wiUi their 

Digitized by CjOOQ [C 



OF THE SCBIPTUKE. 31^ 

maiked and menfworn abominations, which are creeping in 
piece and piece. Remember thefe things with tears^ and I 
am affured that the Lord (hall fend as glorious a deliverance 
to this church, as ever was heard of." Thefe few notes, 
having fuch aiTurance of the truth thereof, I thought worthy 
to be noticed. That teftimony he gives alfo to the crofs of 
Chrift after his exile, in a letter to my lady Mar out of France, 
having the fame by me, I (hall here touch. " I thank my 
God in Chrift, for all the gracious confolation it pleafeth 
him to vouchfaAion me in the days of my aiRi£tion, whereby 
I perceive the good pleafurc of his will to minifter unto me 
comfort, that, not only with patience, but with joy, I may 
bear his crofs; and I dare not but give teftimony, that the 
Lord has been faithful in his promifes, and has remembered 
his mercy and covenant towards me, has made his yoke eafy 
and his bnrden light, and has made his confolations abound, 
far beyond all that ever I yet fufiered. It is true, it cannot 
but be fometimes grievous, to remember the glory that I have 
feen both in public and private in the communion of the 
faints, from which I am now exiled; yet it pleafeth my 
Lord to minifter fuch tranquility of mind imto me, that I 
cannot but wonder of, and of thefe exceeding great and in- 
credible joys, and wherewith I now* fee by experience it 
pleafes him to accompany his own crofs. O how fweet a 
thing is it to fuffer for Chrift! How glorious and rich trea- 
fures are there, that lie hid under that vile and ignominious 
veil of the crofs ! The world, yea, the princes and the wife 
of this world, know not the glorious ^nd mifpeakable joys 
that are joined with tlie crofs ; yea, who knows it, but he 
that hath experience thereof? Certainly if the adverfaries 
knew what joy it were to the children of God, to be under 
the crofs, inftcad of heing inftruments thereof, they fliould 
envy them for fo great a'good. 

Bleffed be my Lord, that eyex it was his will, and that it 
entred into his heart, thus to make manifeft his love to me, 
and to vouchfafe this grace, in caufing me to fuffer for his 
name's fake fo much. I thank my God in Chrift; for unto 
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me it is a fure atgiiment of his accounting mc worthy of that 
kingdom, for the which he hath caufed me with Tome glad- 
nefe and joy to fuffer, and for the which to give fome readi- 
nefs to fuffer more: Surdy affliiiion is a teftimony and feal 
. pf the love of God. 

SeB. 14. In this hour of trial .then on the church of Scot- 
land, when \>relacy was making fo formidable an aflault, it 
is truely worthy of remark, and to be tranfmitted to after- 
times; with what zeal and ferioufiiefs the faithful ^minifters 
of Chrift were then concerned to (land in the breach, as in- 
terceflbrs ^betwixt an highly provoked God, and his people, 
under whofe hand fo great a ruin was like to fall; which in 
two inftartccs, (befides many elfe might be given) I 'fhall 
touch, having fuch afTured evidence of the truth, and cer- 
tainty thereof. 

I. In the year 1596, upon Tuefday the 30th of March, 
the minifters and other commiffioners of the general aflem- 
bly met at Edinburgh, found it duty by thcmfelves to convene 
in the church at nine o'clock, one of the doors being ftut, 
and the other kept open for the meeting only, for humbling 
themfelves and wreftling with God, to purfue a national, as 
well as a perfonal reconciliation, the whole number amount- 
ing to four hundred of minifters, and fome feleft fchriftians 
and elders of the church with them ; where after prayer, and 
Mr. John Davidfon (whofe life I have elfewhere touched) 
chofen to prefide. amongft then;, he caufed the third and 
thirty-fourth chapters of Ezekiel to be read, and then faid, 
*^ Seing it pleafed the Lord to move them to choofe him, 
who was the unworthieft and unmeeteft of the number for 
that place of a preacher that day, they were not to look 
that he came to be cenfured by them, but to ufe the authori- 
ty of a teicher, as to hearers, without any prejudice to that 
liberty given them of the Lord, to try the fpirits, whether 
they be of God or not. 

He fhewed what was the end of their meeting, that it was 
the confeffion of fins, and to promife a forfaking thereof, to 
turn unto the Lord, and enter into a new covenant atid leagtic 
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"With him, that thus by repentance they might be the meeter 
to provoke others to the fame." 

In which he was followed with that power for moving 
of their fpirits in application, that within an hour after they 
were entred into the church, they looked with another coun- 
tenance than that wherewith they entred. And whilft he 
exhorted them tb that retired work of meditation and ac- 
kowledgment of their fins, whilft then together, for the fpace 
of a quarter of an hour, they were thus humbling tltfm- 
felves, yea, fuch a joint concurrence with thofe fighs and 
groans, and with fhedding of tears amongft the moft, every 
one provoking another by their example, and the teacher 
hinffelf by his, fo as the very church refounde?, and that 
place might worthily be called Bochim, fbr the like of that 
day had not been feen in Scotland fince the reformation. 

After prayer and public confeffion, he treated upon that 
Scripture, Luke xii. 22. wonderfully aflifted by the Spirit 
of the Lord for the work, both of cafting down and raifing 
up, which exercife continued, till near one o'clock afternoon. 
And, when they were to diflblve, they did there folemnly 
join, and enter into a new league and covenant with God, 
holding up their hands thereto, with that ferioufnefs and 
weight, as was a moving fight to all prefent. And that af- 
ternoon, by the general aflembly, was the Renewing of the 
covenant in particular fynods concluded. 

Se^. 15. At the fynod of Fife met at Dunfermline, Mcy 
12, 1596, where Mr. James Melvin did prefide as Modera- 
tor, the articles for reformation of the church fet down in 
the laft aflembly, were read in public, and ordained to be in- 
ferted; and thereafter did Mr. Melvtn gravely difcourfe up- 
on the laft chapter of Jofhua, with that evidence and demon- 
ftration of the power of God therewith, as all who were 
there were enforced to a ft range and unufual motion, with 
groans and tears, yea then to fome retired petfonal meditati- 
on for fearching each of them their own ways. 

And after fome time did he make public confeffion, in the 
n^me of the reft, of 'unthankfulnefs, ^ndutifulnefs, negli- 
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gence, coldnefs of fpirit, inftability, unfuitablenefs in fpeech 
and converfation, as too vifibly fafhioned after tlie world ; 
yea, thus with trembling and weeping', for the mlfufage of 
fo honourable a calling, and the fear and dread of that 
weight of the wrath of God lying over them, for die blood 
of fo many fouls belonging to their charge, did then weep 
bitterly, and pour out their fouls before the Lord, pleading 
' for grace, and an efFeftual help to be ftrengthened againft 
thefe evils. After which, the Lord having been fo marvel- 
loirily prefent, a minute of this folemn work was by confent 
of the fynod to be inferted, both for their own ufe, and an 
example to pofterity, in the public regifter. 

* CHAP. VIL 

SeB. I. HAVING fome occaflon to touch this fubjeft of 
the Lord's marvellous appearances for the church in Scot- 
land, in that great work of reformation from popery, wherein 
I defigncd only but a fhort account, which otherwife, were it 
followed, fhould be a work by itfelf; before I leave this, I 
hope it may not be unfuitable to fpeak a few words concern- 
ing the prefent ft^te of the church of Chriit there, which, 
with fome confidence, as before the Lord, I may fay, is far 
from bitternefs of fpirit, prejudice at the perlbns of any, or 
intended refleftion that way; but for the truth's fake, upon 
which the trials of his people have been fo remarkably there 
ftated, which in fome few particulars, I hope in the words 
of truth, and fobernefs ; I fhall here offer. 

^e&. 2. Firft, it*is known, hdw very fad, ^s to all vifible 
appearances, the cafe of the church there hath been, and 
now is, by the blcfled difpofal of thfe Lord, whofe ways are 
holy and juft, and thus gracioufly fees fit to affign a different 
lot and fervice, not only to fcveral ages, but to particular 
churches: He hath in faithfulnefs put this cup of trial and 
aflliftion in his people's hand; and now, for fix teen years 
pafl, hath a moft remarkably fufFering time gone over their 
tie^d, not as to the minifters there only, who found grace to 
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abide fakhful, and keep the word of his patience in this hour 
of great temptation; but moft univerfally through the whole 
land, to Chriftians of all ranks and conditions, yea, in fuch 
a manner, with that frequency of aflaults, as I judge, if a 
particular account were given, it could hardly be credited 
at a diftance ; and, which is aftonifliing, that no length of 
time, no appearances of the Lord, nor thefe moft obvious re* 
marks^the adverfary mi^ht have had of his hand being againft 
them, both in their councils and adions for this end, have 
yet been a lett thereto: But at this day their violence feems. 
to be a length beyond all that hath formerly been, and the 
waters to grow without any difcemible abatement thereof; 
yea,*I muft fay, fuch a perfecution under thefe drcumftan- 
ces is. now; followed, as cannot eafily find a parallel from any 
times paft. 

- SeS}. 3. For the caufe and grounds hereof, though it may 
be judged, that few at a diftance are fo unconcerned, with 
whom the proteftant intereft hath any regard, as not to en- 
quire and know, why the reformed church of Scotlahd 
fhould be thus expofed to thofe fore and continued fufFerings 
(nor hath there hitherto wanted fome ferious endeavours for * 
clearing of this to the world) yet I may fay (under fomj? 
weight of prefent duty, and I hope it may not be unfeafon- 
able, or unneceflary) am prefled to give this {hort account to 
any, who enquire, an4 would defign an eftabliftiment of 
their fpirit in the way of the Lord, " That in opppfition to 
prelacy, fo exprefsly contrary to the rule of the Scripture, 
and an adherence to this caufe and truth, that Jefus Chrift i$ , 
a king, and hath a kingdom and government in his church 
diftinft from the kingdoms of the world, or any civil govern- 
ment there; a truth, to which he did himfelf fo exprefsly 
bear witnefs, and fealed with his blood, and for ftanding faft 
by thefe dearly purchafed liberties thereof, hath this fad* and 
long continued perfecution of his church and people there 
been obfervaljly ftated." Nor can this be ftrange, that fuch 
as ever knew the fellowOiip of the crof^ of Chrift, and what 
it was to have their foul under the power and authority of 
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die truth, fliould be found fo tenacious and peremptory in 
their teftimouy. to fo great a piece of his intereft, \vhilft it is 
now called for in the feafon thereof, yea to rejoice in their 
fufFerings upon fuch an account, when thefe are fo undeni- 
ably clear, about which I may fay, (not of late) I have fought 
to have my own fpirit perfuaded. 

1 . That the great lawgiver and head of his churth doth fo 
exprefsly difcharge all lordfhip and dominion over his church; 
yea therewith alfo all titles of honour to be aflumed by them, 
not to thefe only who by his inftitution are fixed officers of 
his houfe, until his fecond coming, but even to his apoftlcs, 
whb then were extraordinary officers both as to their calling 
and endowments in the church, as is clear, Luke xxii. 24,' 25. 
Matth. XX. 25. 

2. That it is manifeft, the government of the church un- 
der the New Tcftament is fo evidently ariftocraticj with a 
parity amongft the officers of Chrift in the adminiftration of. 
their power, and a fubordination of the leffer parts to the 
greater, and for this that apoftolic pattern and pra£i:ice held 
forth for after-ages fo exprefs, and whi(ih fo clearly holds 
out, not only what was de faBo their pradlice, but as a rule 
binding de jure to the church, and a piece of the word writ- 
ten for our inftruftion, to be kept till the fecond coming of, 
ChriJIy I Tim, vi. ver. 4, Yea, on fuch moral and perpet- 
ual grounds is held forth, as, in Adts xv. and other Scriptures 
convincingly clear. 

3. That it is manifeft, (and I judge few can be fo grofsly 
ignorant amongft the adverfaries themfelves to debate this) 
that the name, office, qualications and ordination of a bifhop, 
held forth in the word, hath no refpeft further, than to all 
theminifters of the gofpelj and that a bifhop, which, in the 
original, is an overfeer of the flock only, and a preaching 
prefbyter, is one and the fame office: For as the one holds 
forth ejus indujlrtamy fo the other fapientia mauturitatem^ 
which I leave to any to confider in comparing thefe Scrip- 
tures, Ads XX. 28. I Pet. i. 2. Phil. i. i.Tit. i. 5. confider- 
cd witli vcrfc 7. 
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4. That It is demonftratively clear, Jefus Chrift hath given 
to the church, and officers thereof, the power of the keys fot 
difciplinc and government, inforo externo; and where that 
Scripture gradation is fo obfervable for the church's edifica- 
tion in the way of difciplkie, and cenfures, that it is from one. 
to two or more, and from them to the church, as Mat. xviii. 
15, 17. Lil^ewife from a leffer to an higher judicatory, as 
A£ls XV, Whilft, on the contrary, by this eftablifliment of 
prelacy, the courfe is'vifibly retrograde^ frbm many to one^ 
in whom the final decifion muft reft. 

And it is furci if the rule of the written ^vord have '^v^eighti 
the government of the church Under the New Teftament is 
committed, ndt to one, but to a plurality of prefbyters, who 
are not only to feed, but to overfee, by an cxprefs appoint- 
ment of the Holy Ghoftj Afts xx. 28. Yea, the higheft 
afts of jurifdiftion, fuch as excommunication is Committed 
to the church and ordinary officers thereof, vi^e may fee^ 
Matth. xviiL 16, 17. i Cor. v. 4. Yea, how this veas not 
praftifed by one, but by many, 2 Cor. ii. 2. That cenfure 
heing infliBed by many, isfc. As alfo the power of ordination^ 
I Tim. iv. ver. 14. which was to be by the laying on of the 
hands of the prejbytery^ fo as both the keys of doftrine and 
difcipline are exprefsly committed to the community of pref- 
byters, without giving the greateft Prelate, that ever claimed 
fuch a title, any room by himfelf ther^. 

5. In all the New Teftament, filch an office as this of 
Prelate, diftin£i: frdm an ordinary Paftdr, cannot poffibly be 
found: But whilft that roll and catalogue of thfe officers of 
the. church of Chrift, and the qualifications, even to the of- 
fice of a Deacon, is fo exprefs, both as to ordinary and extra- 
ordinary officers, is clear, i Cor. xii. 28. Eph. iv. 11. 12^ 
There can be found no fuch office of Scripture and apoftolic 
inftitution here, as a bifttop over his pretended diocefe: And 
I hope it is not under debate, that -the Scripture and pattern 
of the apoftolic church is more ancient and authentic than 
any praftioe of after-times, whilft the ftreams began eafly to? 
be polluted, and this \nyftery of iniquity in that pretendea 
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hierarchy, and precedent in thechurch, did, even io the dayar 
of the apoftles, begin to ftir. 

6. It is clear, that whatever of a doubk honour by the 
Scripture is given and allowed to officers of the church, is 
upon no ground of pre-eminence in jurifdiftion, but their 
labouring in tie word and doBrine^ i Tim. v. ,17. which I 
judge is an aft, whereon no Prelate will challenge a fingula- 
rity above the ordinary Pallors of the church, nor upon that 
ground, Mai. ii. 7. thatA priefts* JipsJIjould prefer^e knowledge y 
who account the preaching of the word fo far below the 
grandeur of their office, except at fome extraordinary and 
feftival time. 

7. As there is a beautiful order in the Chriftian church, 
which we may fee in the firft times thereof, and a further 
degree and place, which thefe extraordinary officers of Chrift, 
his apoftles then had above ordinary paftbrs, whofe endow- 
ments alfo Were extraordinary for that time, which I judge 
no bifhop can claim tp; yet is there no fuch thing in an of- 
fice of the fame kind, as a majority of power or priority of 
degree*, not an apoftle above an apoftle, or one evangelift 
above another, or one deacon above another: And fhould 
there be only in the office of minifters an inequality ? It is 
fure, the Scripture hath no fuch warrant for inverting fuch 
an excellent order, 

8. And is it not on the fame ground of an expedience and 
warrantablenefs of a bifhop over a diocefe, or a primate over 
a national church,, for preferving unity, that, by undeniable 
confequcnce an univerfal biiliop over all the churches muft 
follow, as a gradual difference betwixt them ? Yea, how the 
Romifh hierarchy did firft begin there, it may be demon- 
ftrably evident. 

9. If that power given to the officers of the church of 
Chrift be alone minifterial, to declare and execute his will, 
and but one Lord, over his houfe, it muft then be undeni- 
able, that prelacy is inc'onfiftent therewith, which is fo clear 

. an incroaching on his regal and defpotical power, as mafteir 
over his houfe. And it is remarkable, how the apoftle Peter^ 
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on whom any fuch claim of hieratchy in the church hath 
been firft founded, is fo exprefs, i Pet. v. 3. Not as being 
Lords over GoePs heritage^ but examples to thejtcck. 

I o. Doth not this office vifibly bring therewith a confound- 
ing two diftinft jurifdi£l:i6ns and callings in one perfon, as 
k is inconipatible with the kingdom of Chrift, which is^i- 
ritual^ and not of this world; fo alfo with the condition of his 
fcrvants, who are not to entangle themfeh^es with the aiFairs 
of this life, but give themfelves to the word and prayer, fo 
as the apoftles counted even the fervice of tables, and admi- 
niftering to the poor, extrinfic to their proper work and cal- 
ling. ^ ' 

11. Befidcs, that the fad and undeniable experience of 
this way, as deftruftive to the church, and that which is the 
end of the church-govefnment, the edification of the body, 
doth not this of its own nature moft evidently. tend to bring 
in ambition into the church? Againft which the apoftfe 
J(5hn with fuch indignation fpeaks in his fecond epiftle, ver. 
9. in the perfon of Diotrephcs, to give loofe reins to.profani- 
ty, whilft that whkh ftiould be the proper work of many to 
overfee, (and who is fufficient for thefe things? ) is here put 
wholly over upon one, and but a fliadow thereof left to 
inferior officers. . 

12. And can it be ftrange, that all who fruely love the 
truth there, fhould with fuch ferioufnefs be prefled in their 
adherence to the government of Chrift in his church, which 
they know to vbe that good and old way, wherein fo innu- 
merable a company of moft known, tender, f6lid and lively 
Ghriftians, fince that blefled reformation of the church there 
from Popery, have received the fpirit^ and been fealed to the 
day of redemption 5 Yea, have found fuch abounding com- 
forts of the Holy Ghoft to their teftimony, and fuffering up- 
on this intereft, and withal hath had fo eminent an attefta- 
tion, by the converfion as well as building up of many thou- 
fands, now taken up into glory, ** and pillars in his temple 
where they fhall no more go out ?" Yea, fuch a piece of the 
truth of Chrift, to which fo great a witnefs hath been borne, 
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by many of the moft eminent fervants of the Lord, of whom 
in foferiety I may fay, T^'here hath not . been greater known 
to the church, fince the times of the apoftles, by whofe wreft- 
lijigs, prayers, tears and fufferings, it hath been, through the 
good hand of the Lord upon them, tranfmittcd to us, and 
which is not our intereft alone, but a truft we ftand under 
to pofterity. 

I fliall but further add that indifpenfible obligation the 
churches of Chrift in Britain and Ireland mote particularly 
now ftand under, by the oath and covenant of God, which, 
though it were in a thing indifferent, fhould be determining; 
how much more, when this folemn tie is but fuper-added to 
th^, which in itfelf doth fo clearly, and on moral grounds, 
bind and oblige? 

Se5f. 4. It may be matter of aftonifliment, how much the 
fufierings of the church of Scotland have been heightned, 
and now are, by the adventuring of the minifters of Chrift 
there, upon the authority of their Mafter, to preach the gof- 
pel amongft the people, notwithftanding of the magiftrates- 
difcountenance and prohibition: when both a convincing ne- 
ceffity, and their longing defires to hear, did enforce a call 
hereto: yea, how this (hould be challenged in a land, where 
the Scripture, and doftrine of the reformed religion is not 
publicly difowited. 

It hath been far from the leaft intended irritation, to pro- 
voke any, much lefs the magiftrate, I can fay, with the fur- 
theft affurance, and would judge, that the adverfaries them- 
felves do allow thefe fo far the ufe and exercife of reafon, 
nor can want fome enforcing convi£lion of this on their con- 
fcience; that they would not ea^pofe themfelves to fuch vi- 
fible hazard, labour, wearinefs, with many preffmg difficul- 
ties that way, yea, with fo little of any known outward en- 
couragement, if fome greater intereft did not preponder it, 
which ftiould lie more near than all the enjoyments in the 
earth; that it is the fervice of their bleffed mafter, for which 
nothing muft be too dear fo as they " may finifh their courfq 
•^ith joy, and this miniftry, which they have received of ^ 
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Lord Jcfus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of God.'^ But, 
fince masy, upon miftake or at a diftance, may be prejudged, 
or put to fome enquiry about this, I hope it (hall not be found 
unneceflkry to give this fliort touch, what preffing conftraint 
of duty the miniftersof Chrift there axe under, for adventui?- 
ing thus, and on grounds fo convincingly clear. 

1. That it is a matter of confeffion, as to their miniftry, 
and the authority thereof from Jefus Chrift alone, though in 
a mediate way by the church, and upon an hazard greater 
than all the kings of the earth can threaten, which is not 
theirs to fubje<Ei unto the civil power; yea, with this further 
enforcement thereto, that this reftraint now put upon them 
lo exereife their miniftry, is exprefsly owned by virtue xA 
that fupremacy, affumed by the magiftrate over all church 
caufes, as well as perfons, and as being the fountain of church- 
power: A claim which, without the furtheft of^blafphemy, 
is incommunicable to angels or men, which is the alone pre- 
rogative of the Son of God, the head and builder of his 
church. ► 

2. That their miniftry both in its office and exereife comes 
under no fentence of the civil magiftrate, whatever fubjec- 
tion they own as to their perfons and outward concerns: Nor 
can a reftraint be put upon them here, to make void that 
authority and warrant they have from Jefus Chrift, and con- 
veyed by his church, but as an ecelefiaftic cenfure. 

3. That it is clear, the great commiffion wherewith they 
are clothed to preach the gofpel, bounds them to no particu- 
lar place, but their primary relation is fuch to the church 
univerfal, fo as, wherever they be, and upon an evident call, 
they ftand there related, as the minifters of Chrift, to dif-^ 
penfe his ordinances. 

4. And is it not morally binding and of force to the times of 
the New Teftament, as well as of the Old, That the PrieJPs 
lips Jhould preferve knowledge ^ and the people tofeek the law at 
their mouthy as the mejfengers of the Lord of Ho/Is P Mai. i. 7. 
Yea, fti(5uid be the more preffing at fuch a day, when evi- 
fient hazard is to many from Atheifm, Quakerifm, and Po- 
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pery: and many alfo ready to faint under the preflurcs of 
an affli£l:ing time: How onerous and prefEng a duty it is 
to comfort the feeble-minded^ to fupport the weak? i ThcfT. v. 
14. to draw forth the brcafts to thfii hungry, unto whom the 
ordinances of Chrift are fuited to be as their rery natural 
food, and have fuch continued need to be confirmed thereby ? 

5. Yea it is under a greater penalty than any magiftrate 
can threaten. They ftand accountable for difcharge of that 
talent given them of the Lord, with a tieceffity laid upon them 
to preach the go/pel of Chrift y i Cor. ix. 1 6. Who hare their 
mailer's eyes continually upon flhem, how they anfwer to 
that power and truft committed to his minifters, that in fea- 
fon and out of feafon they ihould follow their work; and no . 
latitude here for fubjefting it to human rules, where the 
great law-giver hath given forth his mind. 

6 J No contempt of the magiftrate's authority or juft pow- 
er can be obtruded in this matter, except they own it upon 
this, that the minifters of the gofpel in Scotland dare admit 
no unlimited or implicite obedience to their' adis,- but with 
a preference herein to the exprefs commands of their mafter; 
and whether it be better to obey God than man, (if they own 
fubjeftion to the Scripture) let their own confcience then 
judge. 

7. It is fure, no fuch debate was in tlie primitive times of the 
church, whilft the Roman emperors, (though heathen) wore 
in tilings lawful owned, and fubjecled to, as the magiftrate, 
when the minifters of Chrift then, in oppofition to all their 
edifts, and greateft fury of perfecution, ceafed not to preach' 
the gofpel : Yea, and this way (that is now called fo irregu- 
lar and feditious) was not the Chriftiah church, for the firft 
two centuries, with fuch marvellous appearance of the pow- 
. er of God, brought in and built up ? And as it is the fame 
truth and doftrine, which is now preached, I hope, that 
with much confidence we may own the fame fcope to pre- 
judge none, much lefs the magiftrates in their right; but to 
purfue the treaty of the gofpel with all ferioufnefs for their 
embracing that great offer of reconcilation by Chrift, -and to 
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prefs the indifpenfibiy neceffary ftudy of holinefs. But if 
magiftrates this day, in being Chriftians, pretend forhe high- 
er power and authority, I hope they muft take themfelvcs 
to the Bible for this warrant, and fhew if they have fuch 
power giye^, pretend what they will, which is deftru£i:ive to 
the truth, and to countera£b the exprefs inftitutions of Je- 
f^s Chrift in his word. 

Oh, how fad and aftonifliing is it, that when the great 
lawgiver and Head of his church hath given princes and rul*- 
ers fo fully their due, and eftablifhed their rights, they will 
thus <lare to rob him of his, and keep no bounds nor ntarch- 
cs with the kingdom of Chrift, but will thus break pver te 
invade' his intereft, Who tiiujl reign imtil all his enemies he m^e 
his footjlooly and afluredly will catty back the war on them- 
felvcs, and in hisbleiTed time appear againft fuch evil neigh- 
bours, as will not be wif?, and inftruGed this day, who are 
the judges of the earth, and fee thefe dreadful marks have 
been of ail holy avenging God in the quarrel of his church 
upon the greateft kingdoms and flates f 

8. This great truft, committed to the minifters of the gof- 
pel, is not thfeirs only, but the intereft of the pofterity and 
generations to come, to ftahd clofe by the truth, and thefe 
dear-bought liberties of the kingdom of Chrift. 

9. I muft further add that convincing and undeniable feal 
the Lord hath given to his own ordinances, and miniftry of 
his fervants now of late, when under moft vifible threaten-, 
ings and difcountenance of the magiftrate, is fuch, as this 
continued and amazing oppofition thereto, feems to be a 
more than ordinary counteraftihg of light, and doing defpite 
even to the Spirit of grace, under fuch clear evidences of 
his work. 

Se^. 5. I muft further add, in giving fome account of 
the prefent ftate of th^ church in Scotland, now amidft 
thofe fad and aftoniihing times, which have of late gone 
over her, how demonftratively manifeft this is, if our eyes 
be not in a ftrange manner with-held from confidering the 
work of God, and his appearances in mercy as well as 
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judgment, that he hath not forfaken his church and peo- 
ple there, nor doth his truth and tend^rnefs fail; but is 
fuch, as we may this day with no lefs aftoniihment fee, yea, 
to arreft our eyes herewith. In the great reftdring providen*- 
ces of this time, than of fuch as have been hitherto moft 
breaking; and the gain thereof, for all that is come, which 
I fear not to fay, hath a vifible proportion to the greateft fuf- 
ferings and lofs ; yea, rather to exceed the fame. And whJlft 
we wait and wonder, that the holy God comes not our way, 
who are thus too ready to (tint our thoughts by limiting of 
him, he calls us to fee him meeting his people another wayi' 
beyond all they ever could have thought of. This being a 
duty of fuch weight, and that with fome evident fuitable- 
nefs falls in with the prefcnt fubjeft, to obferve the great 
thifigs of the Lord for his church; yea a duty (could we be 
faithful therein) which wants not a pronfife to have more 
given in, and laid to our hands for obfervation; I fhall but 
in a few words touch fome convincing and memorable pro- 
vidences for his church there, as fome part of that rent, and 
teftimony of thefe fad fuffering times, to the way of the Lord. 

1. This witnefs we muft bear to what in thefe times he 
hath done for his church there. And the greateft Atheifts 
may fee, that, not in an ordinary way of providence hath her 
intereft and prefervation been hitherto carried on ; but whilft 
all vifible advantages were on the adverfaries fide, their en- 
mity at fuch a height, nor their will waf^ting to their power, 
yea, with fuch frequent aflaults and different methods for a 
breaking of his poor church, which we have feen with our 
eyes; yet is this truth fure, " Perfecuted, but not forfaken; 
caft down, but not deftroyed :" The church finking, but not 
perilhed, and amidft the flame, but not confumed; to witnefs 
that her God lives, and is ftill the fame ; yea, doth own the 
fame intereft and caufe, though his appearance now be in 
another manner. 

2. We have yet feen, if we would ferloufly obferve, no rc-^ 
markable concurrence of fad and crufliing things have been 
from the Lord for his people's trial, but with fome obvious* 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE. 32 J 

tiendency thereof to as manifold an ufe and advantage, whilft 
in this, human reafon could never have fuppofed what hath 
been the produft of thefe ftrange times, or have judged the 
conclufion by the premifes. 

3. In this time we have been called, to that great appear- 
ance of the Lord again ft his adverfaries in their breakings 
turning them out of their places, who had firft moved, as the 
great leading inftruments to bring in prelacy into Scotland, 
and caufe fo fad a ruin there; Yea, how this was in fo fhort 
a time, when leaft expeded,, that divers of them had not 
three years together, to enjoy that fad conqueft they had 
fought, to found on the ruins of the work of God there, an4 
fliare m that fpoil, which with fuch confidence they had then 
divided, amongft them. 

What I write hereof, with forae confidence I may fay, is 
with no prejudice to the perfons of fuch; but (houM own the 
more tendemefs and comp^i^ion to any, when once brought 
low : But fince. the holy judgment of the Lord, and hi^f glory 
herein, is fo eminently concerned, and that this convincing 
witnefe to the truth hath been written in grcateft letters for 
the obfervatiort of the age, I could not pafs it without fome 
remark; yea, to bring the remembrance tliereof before others, 
who will adventure to follow that way, on which the holy 
God hath fet up fo remarkable a beacon before their eyes. 

Oh that fuch would confider, what reward thefe have got, 
who fo vigoroufly then afted for the Prelatic intereft in Scot- 
land, and how the foundation of it was laid in the vifible 
ruin of fuch as were the greateft promoters thereof, as a 
public warning from the I>ord againft fuch a way, and that 
the curfe then of Hiel the Bethelite, for building of that ac- 
curfed place,, againft which the Lord ferved fuch an inter- 
diiSlion, hath not there fallen to the ground, and I am per- 
fuaded (hall be made more remarkably yet in tlie clofe! Yea, 
how that great man, who then afted in the higheft place and 
authority, (hould at latt, after fo remarkable a fall, die in a 
remote place of the world, and in a kind of exile, (whatever 
coyer it had) who turned fo many of the godly, botli mini- 
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fters and otliers, fr^mi their dwellings, and forae moft enu.- 
nent from their own land, and dipt his hand in the blood of 
fome faithful and choice witnefies to his truth; And his 
death hj fo ftrange a fall, and in that aftenifhing manner cir- 
cumftatitiate, as hath been fhewed by fome who were then 
in the place. - 

It is^rue, that the judgments of the Lord are a great depth, 
and with much fear and fobriety fliould we adventure to ap- 
ply the fame: But there may be no lefs to fear unfaithful- 
nefs in our being not more obfervers thereof, when in fuch 
legible chara6kers they are oft written, fo as all who run 
mayrea^d. ' 

' 4. That public witnefs, which hath in thefe times been 
given to the truth and caufe, (on which the church there is 
fuflering) by fome at their death, who did before vigoroufly 
oppofe themfelves thereto, as it is an evidence of theLord'5 
eminent appearance, and dominion he exeroifeth over the 
confciences of men, is afeal alfo to.hiis truth, with the dying 
breath of fuch who were once known haters thereof, which 
Ihould call for a grave remark. There have not wanted fig- 
nal inftanees hereof; but, amongft others publicly kpown and 
notour, I (hall give this general touch of two gentlemen of 
confiderable note, and intereft in the riation, the one in the 
weft fome years ago, the other but of late in the fouth, whofe 
confciences were moft remarkably feized on by the dread 
and terror of God, to the anfazement and inftruftion of all 
" about them, moft efpecially for their being involved in thfe 
public defection of the time, and for concurrence in the ab- 
duration of the covenant; which, after much wreftling with 
tears, whilft the pain andanguifh of their fpirits was difcenj- 
ibly above their ficknefs, they did then witnefs how, above 
all, this guilt did moft prcfllngly touch them, and lay in the 
way betwixt their fouls and peace with God: Yea, with all 
ferioufnefs, befeeching others not to adventure on thatVhich 
drew fo deep on their confciences; though I mult alfo ad<l, 
they were not thus more 'public inftruftors to the nation, 
how dreadful it is to, give the interefts of tlie church a 
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wrong touchy than iexampks of the freedom and riches oi 
grace. . ' 

5. We have fcen a change of weapons the adrerfary liatb 
made, for having a fnare thus laid in ambuflii and with a 
fmiHngface, whilftiadders poifon was under their lips;, bi*^ 
yet fo, as the bait with- their furtheft care could not hide the 
hook, but that the Lord hath ftill gracio%ifly helped to fome 
clear difcerning, and advertance thereto, even whilft the net 
^as moft clofely fpread' under their feet: Yea, that mo& 
dreadful efiay, that ever they followed, (with Balak) to lay 
a Humbling block in the church's way for her ha&ing, as the 
moft aflured mean to prevail, and divide the godly amongft 
themfelvcs, hath been in fome meafnre,-. through the good 
hand of the Lord, made void, and L truft fhall be yet more,, 
by fome clofe uniting of his people's hearts there together, 
and with a more watching and jealous eye ovet the plaufible 
infinuation^ of fuch who arc the known adverfaries of the 
truth. Nor can ,it be pafled without a remark of the right- 
eous God's recompetifing them with breaches of another 
kind. 

6. The tried faith aitd eftablifhmcnt of has people in this 
fearching time, is a gain beyond the faddeft lofs we can rec* 
kon on, 1 Pet. i. 7. That the trial of your faithy which is 
more precious than that of gold, may be unto praifcy honour and 
glory at the appearance of Jefus Chrijl ; about which their ene- 
mies have been found liars, who had reckoned ere now to 
break and faint them from their duty- And it is furc, the 
more fliarp and (baking a trial is, it is fa much the more one 
of thofe rare opportunities of a Chriftian's-life tobe farioufly 
followed, that it be not loft ; yea, whichy with fome propor- 
tion to the meafure thereof, fhouM bring in more abundant 
joy and peace, than any lofs or grief that Kath gone before. 

* And is fuch an ^adouiit, that through grace hath been given 
to this church there, to be fmall in our eyes? 

7r That honourable teftimony given to the.crbfs of Chrift 
by fo many fufFering witnefles, to the conviftion and afl:bnife- 
ment of their adytrfaries, is fuxJi, (could an account, be par- 
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ticttlarly given of what hath been remarkable and public this 
way) as fliould be a f'^vreet and large record for confirming 
others in the truth: How they never knew divine ftrength 
more fenfibly, and the po\^er of >Chrift retting on them, than 
when called to fufFer for his name ; artd were moft prefTed 
above their own ftrength, that there is under the crofs a 
length beyond report or teftimony of others to be known, 
what fweet hours of fellowfhip with God are ' to be then 
found. Yea, whilft foracthing more than ordinary hath m^ 
in their trial and fuffering for the truth, how fome peculiar, 
and more than ordinary allowance did then wait upon it, and 
what company the Scripture hath been foractimes in a pri- 
fon, or their neceflary retirement from others, through the 
yioletice of thefe times, beyond all they ever, knew hereof 
before* 

8. We have feen alfo the truth then have a moft difcem- 
ible triumph, when the adverfary feemed moft to prevail; 
yea, thus to gain tliat intercft by a fufFerirjg tcftiitlony there- 
to, even on a fcafFold fo as the begun fall of Prelacy, and 
moft remarkable fpreading of the kingdom of Chrift through 
the land, might be feen to follow; yea that, which would 
have looked as hopelefs, and an irrecoverable, ftroke, of which, 
in an ordinary way none could fee a comfortable out-gate 
thereof j to have a moft efFedlual tendency to the church's 
greateft advantage. 

9. We have feen thefe marvellous providences which have 
followed the church there in fuch remarkably fad and trying 
times, that, wl^n it looked as a winter feafon, then ftiould 
the fpring break up, and ther wildernefs bloffom, by fo great 
an increafe to the chu'rch, beyond all that had formerly been 
fliewn, when outward things did moft fmile: A people form- 
ed for the Lbrd^ and made willing in the day of his power 
to follow him, in thefe parts, wnere, but a few years before, . 
ajid whilft no vifible diftrcfs did then lie ih the way, a few 
ferioas Chriftians would have been a fign and a wonder to all 
about them. 

Yea, how thus the church hath been fed under the rod| 
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and the fcattering of the minifters of Chrift through the land, 
by the violence of thefe times,, to have tended more for the 
fpreading of the gofpel, than could ever \n an ordinary way 
have been looked for in their former ft ate. Oh I ?re our 
eyes (hut, fo as not to fee this marvellous vi^ork of the Lord, 
which he hath brought abput in thofe times, which, with- 
out a ftrange inadvertence, may be feen to be the immediate 
finger of God; and fomething above all fecond. caufes, how; 
f^ch a death-like wound fliould make way for fo blefled and 
efFeftual a healing, yea, which may be. a comforting prefage 
of fome excellent building yet of his houfe there, by fuch a 
preparing of materials for the fame ? . 

10. Thus hath the Lord appeared there in this time,^ to 
caufe a fuffering lot be the firft mean to enter and fix fome 
moft remarkably in his way, and for a ferious owning of the 
truth, than which nothing, upon any ordinary grounds raifed, 
could have been lefs hoped; and thus their hearts gained 
and pulled in by that mean, whereon fo many have ftumbled* 
and broke, that furely it may be feen; this mud be an imme- 
diate touch of his power before which there is no ftanding. 

Were it expedient, I could give in fome fpecial inftances 
to witnefs this, and I hope there be not a few fuch, who can 
. date their firft acquaintance with the truth of the gofpel, not 
only from a fuffering time fo univerfally upon the church, 
but a peculiar caft thereof in their own perfonal cafe, and iti 
fuch a marvellous way, how Jefus Chrift did thus endear 
and commend himfelf to their foul. 

11. That he hath gracioufly taken fome fervice off his 
people's hand, under much vifible weaknefs, and when they 
had but a little ftrength to keep by his word, and not to deny 
his name; Yea, to contend^ and wreftle againft fo ftrong a 
tide of oppofition to the truth, is a gain to* be reckoned upon, 
inexpreflibly beyond all the lofs and fuflerings of the time; 
for thus hath a rent been paid in to the praife and glory of the 
cjiurch's Head, and more honourable teftimony, which could 
not in that manner have been acceffible in the greatqft out- 
yrard calm of a profperous ftatc* 
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12. How remarkably hath tiie Lord prevented the fcandal 
6{ the crofs> as t^ fti'any in this time, with that furpriBng 
outcome of encouragement and refclution in fome to adven- 
ture for ihe Lord and eitibark with his fufFering interefts, 
where leaft could have been' expected'; yea, in fuch, where 
an eager purf\iit, and grippk^ig after the world, would have 
been moft feafed, frt>m what was theirnatural difpofition, to 
comimend that marvellous conqiierirtg power of grace,, before 
which there is no poflible ftanding, that can make it tlien ejj- 
fy for men to part with their right-eye, or their right-hand. 

And ha4:h~ it not been afttmifhing, how far many have 
been found above themfelves, or what in an ordinary way 
could have been looked'for in their appearance for the truth, 
and confeffion before men, when they were of the Lord cal- 
led forth hereunto? 

13. That in this ftrange trial, which hath occafioned fuch 
pjreat thoughts^ of heart hitherto, and whilft the adverfaries 
ftrength lay there, that they were the rod of God in his 
haod for his church's humbliiip^, yet hath he notjlirred up all 
his anger t^ but hath Jiayed his rough ivind in the day of his eajt 
nvindy and hath dill been a fan£l:uary and hiding-place to his 
fcattered people; how, in fuch a ftrange circuit of provi- 
dence, he lofeth no time in bringing forth his work, but ev- 
ery new ftep thereof with fuch obfervable advantage in the 
fitteft feafon; and by withdrawing vifible encouragemeiits, 
hath thus the more endeared his people's mercies, by his 
own immediate appearance, and fome furprifing relief, ivhen 
he faiv their power ivas goncy and that there was nonejlmt itp or 
left. 

14. Thefe remarkable providences, which have attended 
the godly, and fo many fnffering and defolate families for the 
truth there, amidft fuch manifold outward ftraits and dif- 
ficulties as a witnefs, I muft here give in for the Lord, and 
in "behalf of his truth, before this, generation ; and, I doubt 
not, fhall be yet matter of a fweet after-reckoning, how fuch 
were carried through, in a way, fo contrary to their thought,^ 
;ind furprifing, as hath caufed them after^ with greateft afto* 
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nifhmcnt refleftthereupqn; and \xowth^thiffiA.4. not when' k^ 
led them through the defert^ l2fc: Ifai. xl^viii. 21. 
. .15. This alfo may be obvious, what an aftual difcovery 
diis .ftrange perfecution from Prelacy hath made, for bi-ing- 
ing forth to the light, as a preventing mercy to the church, 
fuch, whofe trading more clofe under goround, might Iiave 
tended more to obftrucSl the intereft of the gofpel, than now, 
when the cover is taken off; and how thus the Lord hath led 
them forth with.the workers of iniquity. • 

16. I fhall but add, vv^hich I am fure tl^at the adverfaries 
of the.trutli there muft fee, and be enforced to confefs, if 
they would give their own confcience ahearijcig, how in both 
their counfels and aGings, ^and all thefe eflays they have had 
to bear down the church of Scotland, a divine hand hath 
^^fibly appeared to withftand them therein, and to an 
enfnaring them in the >vork of their own hand; yea, have 
been thus often determined, but by an unfeen power over 
them, to fall on that .way, than which nothing could have 
given their intereft a greater, dafh (and as though intention- 
ally they had moved) for the clmrch's good. G that fuch 
would but fo far open their eyes! yea, let the nations about 
co^fider the work of God herein, what hath been the producl 
of all the counfels, ftatutes, a£l:s and moft vigorous efl'ays in 
the execution thereof, to bear dov/n the truth, and for 
wreathing the yoke of prelacy on the church there, but to 
^commend the government of Chrift, .according to his own 
inftitution, more univetfally to the nation, to promote non- 
conformity, with the furtheft abhorrence (even by all ranks) 
of this prelatic intereft ; fo as it is demonftrably evident be- 
fides thefe faving effects of th^ power of the gofpel, they are 
fixfcld more this day in number, to whom that way is made 
diftafteful and grievous, than was fixteen years paft. 

Thus hath the truth prevailed, and been found ftronger 
than they who would oppofe themfelves thereto. And for 
all that is corne, are we not enforced to fee, that the Lord 
hath not forfaken his church there, but her glean ingr. (I 
doubt not to fay) are yet preferable to tlie vintage of many 
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Others? O that men would give glory to the Lord and ceafc 
to follow fuch a war, in contending with him, whom they 
have now taken to be their party ! But, if not, fall they muit 
;md be broken by his hand, ivho cutteth offthefpirits of princes^ 
and is terrible io the kings of the earth. 

CHAP. VIII. 

WHILST we fee in the blefied difpofal of the Lord, that 
different lot he afligns to particular churches, as well a^ per- 
fons, and that it is not then worft, when fuch exercifing and 
fli^rp trials do mod abound; there feemsfome further caufe * 
of enquiry to prefs us at this day, upon the prefent Hate of 
the reformed churches, as it is mod difcernibly manifeft, 
and what fo vifible a hazard and ruin (which without fomc 
marvellous appearance of the Lord, is like to fall under our 
hand in our age) doth now preffingly call for as duty. 

^cEl. I. For the firft, this fad view (though not without 
fome greateft afTuraiices from the \rord, to be ground of 
hope) about the ftate of the church, I (hall in a few words 
offer, 

1. TJiat now is the time, when judgment feems to be be- 
gun at the houfe of God, and moft remarkably marks at the 
gieen tree, when his church is now called to drink of that cup 
of chaftifement and trial, before the dregs be wrung out to 
the adverfary. A time beyond what our fathers have known, 
when the hand of the Lord is in a very immediate way heavy 
'and fore upon his people, and his difpenfations many ways 
correftive and judicial, more than comforting. 

2. That it cannot be hid, hqw unanfwer^ble our groaning, 
or any fuitable weight of this, feems to be to fuch a ftroke 
we are under; fo that fome fliarp fever may be looked for, 
to prevent fo vjfible a lethargy. 

Whilfl: molt feem to be prefTed more about their perfonal 
cafe and fatisfaftion under the rod, than to anfwer its defignj 
t-o crouch under the burden more, than a being exercifed 
about the prcfcnt duty of the time; Oh! may not this be a 
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feen taufe, why our own things prefs us fo fore, that the 
care of the church and kingdom of Chrift is this day become; 
fo light a burden ? 

3. We may now fee fuch a remarkable crifis and ftruggling 
in the prefent ftate of the reformed churches, las of a woman 
in travail, in extreme between life and deaths when all things 
feem to have this voice, *^ Be in pain, and labour to bring 
" forth, O daughter of Zion*,'* and if fome great affurances 
from the word of truth were not to reft on, Gh! what could 
be under our fight, Which is not matter of grief and fear ^ 

4. And is it not obvious, how all grounds, which in an ordi- 
nary way have been moft hopeful and promifing of the 
church's encouragement, have in a ftrange manner been 
broke and difappeared ? And that gourd of the fliadow and 
friendfhjp of princes and great men fo remarkably withered 
and gone, that we may know the church's intereft and thriv- 
ing leans on no human prop', nor her hope at this day, either 
By might or by power ^ but by thefpirit of the Lord: But O here 
is enough for all, and I doubt not, that, in this blcffed way he 
(hall yet ferve himfelf of fuch mea^s for the fervice of this 
time, as that the lefs promifing they are, the more convin- 
cing witnefs fhall be thus of his being God, who by 
things that are noty ccin confound the things that are^ that noflefh 

' ^^y g^'ory in his prefencCy but that he that gloriethy may glory in 
the Lord. ' 

5/Is there not at this day a moft difcernible found and cry 
of judgment to be near, if we knew in earneft how to bring 
the written word and thefe times more neat to other? For 
it muft follow what Amos ftieWed, chap. iii. &. ^he Lord 
hath fpoheny nvho can but prophefy. Oh if we were but fticH 
a length to be under fome dread and awe of thefe abounding 
fpiritual plagues in this time, and what follows thereupon 1 
I fa. vi. 1 1 * Ufftil the cities be nvithout inhabitant y and the houfes 
^vithout niany and the land uttetly defolatey and the Lord have re-' 
fnoved men far awayy and a great forfaking be of the landy but 
yet in itfhallbe atenthy ^c. which fad heavy words, I muft 
fay, had not a more affrighting afpe£l upon that people, th«nf 
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wafted under fpiritual judgments, than they feem to have on 
the vifible chUrch of Chrift at this day, though a bleiTed re- 
covery (how (harp foever the cure may be) we muft not bring 
under debate^ 

6. That at this day there is foch abounding Athexfm, a$ 
Hcs in the bofom of a profefled affent to the truth, is too vi- 
fiWe for brihgihg it under debate, and' one of the faddeft; 
'plagues Swrhich hath almoft overgorte the reformed churchy 
yea, which is the more dreadful, as it feems no lefs to be 
kept hid by moft from thcmfelves, than it is from others: 
But Oh\ muft we hot give this fuch a name as Atheifm^ 
where thcfe evidences hereof are fo clear? 

1. How eafily many are ihore fatisfied about the great con- 
terns of Religion, to take them upon report, without any fur- 
ther enquiry than tfiey would be in the moft common intercft 
of this life. 

2. Ho^ men are thua hefitant and unfure about an after 
and eternal ftate, whilft they know no poffible way of being 
fccured from this fear, which is of all undeniably the great- 
eft, that an eternity of woe may be before them. 

I confefsy fome way it is not ftrange, if any queftion, if 
tlhere be fuch a thing as the power and truth of religion^ and 
thefe marvellous experiences, the faints have hereof, becaufc 
fo few know what this means: For, if the generality of the 
world were blind, and knew not what a thing feeirtg is, it 
might probably caufe them doubt if there were any fuch 
thing as light and colours that others did fee, or if there were 
in truth fuch a thing as fight is. 

But Oh how amazing is it, when the great things of God 
do with fuch ferioufnefs offer themfelv^?s to trial, and call us 
with the furtheft certainty of feeing, and not by report ta 
know the fame, how moft yet live wholly ftrangers thereto ! 

3. And is it not rare fuch an exercife this day as any krU 
6tts refleftion on thofe ti'uths, and import thereof, to which 
men find fo eafy to give an aiient, or to bring this once near 
their thoughts, that, as religion and the power thereof can- 
not poffibly be known but by experience,^ there is fuch a dc- 
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inonftradon of it to be affuredly hadj as that of a living maii« 
whereby he knows that he live^ and breathes? Oh at what 
a rate do now moft profefled Chriftians enjoy their peace and 
quiet, when the acceptable honr and fes^fon of making fure 
for another world is haftening fo faft, without being once 
concerned to have ferious godlinefs a perfonal bufinefs, and 
to know it on fome afiurance on their foul, who yet know, 
that to die, and pafs that great ftep out of time into eternity, 
muft ere long be their perfonal work, though men can but 
once die, without all poffiUe ve^zSt'ing of it again for ever! 

4. Though there feemed never more caufe for fuch a fad 
remark than now, which was in former times in the church, 
that either the Scripture muft not be the word of God, or 
moft then were not Chriftians, who profeffed themfelves 
fuchs yet, how few can be feen, to be fuch a length in thi^ 
day, as to bring themfelves and their way into the Scripturf , 
and before its^ judgment! But Oh! in a deplorable and def- 
perate kin4 of peace, do keep at a diftance with fuch clear 
and enforcing difcoveries of the truth, who do not profefT^dly 
oppofe the fame. 

7. It may be too manifeft this day, how much it is'becomc 
a matter of wit and invention to be Chriftians, rather than 
of power and life; and to zGt handfomely fuch a part, as it 
were by rules of art, than a ferious following of the truth in 
the fimplicity thereof. This being now a time when the 
theory and notion of pradical divinity hath been too much 
* enlarged, ^41^ this in fo different a mould andfhape, as hath 
too vifibly tended to its darkning, and to render it more per« 
plexed and thorny; whence, 

.1. It may be feen, how fuch a length in the notion and 
form of knowledge, as fwims moft in the Judgment, hath al- 
moft taken up the room in the applicatory part thereof, to 
have light brought near and home to the foul by a perfonal 
application, as though the great interefts of religion were 
not more to live the truths thereof, than to know them. O 
how fad a fnare is this like to be for helping many to periih 
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with the more quiet and fccurity, the more they are inured 
in fuch an ordinary converfe with the theory of godlinefs ! 

2^ And may we not thus fee a pra£lical feeding and living 
on the known and greateft truths, which have a communica- 
tion with the very vitals of religion, fuch as the doi^i^e of 
redemption, adoption, juftification, and efFe£hial calling, &c. 
is fo rarely known this day in the church ? 

3. How little alfo is this work of a Chriftian followed 
about their aflFe£lions, fo as to be kept vigorous and warm 
in the matter of duty, which fo much irifluenceth that dead 
and uncomfortable walk, and driving heavily in the ways of 
the Lord by a great part who are profeflbrs in this time ? 

8. I Ihall but further add, upon fo fad. a fubjeft, how vi-^ 
fibly almoft every where is that great intereft of the life and 
power of religion through mod of the reformed churches 
fpent and worn out, with that ancient love and tendernefs 
in following the Lord, which was once in the fiift times of 
the reformation difcernible, which feems now to have no 
proportion to that meafure of light' and knowledge we arc 
under. Oh whither is this gone, even in thofe part^, where 
fometimes the word of the gofpel did with fuch burning and 
fhining light go forth,, fo as the very fight and remembranco 
of fuch times is like to wear out ! 

CHAP. IX. 

HAVING given this fhort touch of fome fad appearances 
of thefe times, and what feems moft difcernible in the pre- 
fent ftate of the church, when (if ever in any age) that call 
to the church of Ephefus, Rev. \i. 3. does now fpeak with 
greateft weight to the, reformed churches, to remember from 
Hvhence they are fallen^ and do their firji ivorksf lejl the Lord 
comey and remove the ^ndlejlich. And fo fad a declining from 
the ancient power and life of religion, which once was, may 
have the form alfo taken away. And fince this is a matter 
;iot only of a public concerii for the life and being pf th^ 
church, but what fliould lie fo near to every one, with re& 
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fe&, to their eternal ftate; yea, that it is undeniable, where 
the prefent hazard and ruin of the churches is now moft dif- 
ccrnible,v there muft a healing ^nd recovery alfo be fought. 
I (hall but in a few particulars fpeak to fomething of a pre- 
fept and preffing duty, which through the Lord's gracious 
concurrence, ihould be of fingular ufe to promote this great 
intereft of the power of religion. 

Se^. I. That this day, Chriftians' work in the duties and 
exercifea of godlinefs, and the doflrine of the church about 
this, did lead more in, with fom^e ferious tendency to the gof* 
pel and to Jefus Chrift there, the alone centre, whither the 
whole of truth and godlinefs muft meet. Oh how fad and 
aftoniihing is this! And I muft fay, one of the moft influen- 
cing vifible caufes of fuch an ebb and confumption, as is now 
fo univerfal in the vital parts of Chriftianity, that this great 
ftudy of pra£lical religion, which is not conceivable but as 
it is evangelic, does not more clofely keep betwixt thefe a 
moving unto Jefus Chrift our blefled Head, as the laft end, 
and alone pattern, to which it muft be conformed; and its 
being derived from him, as its alone fountain: Yea, whenfo 
great a trade is about religion in the church; yet how little 
thofe feem to be known, or lie near in the praftice of moft. 

1 . That the Chriftian's ftock is not in his own hand, but 
all the dift)urfements and out-givings to each of thefe muft 
come through his jnoft blefled hand, in whom itpleafed the Fa* 
ther that all fulnefs Jhould dwells and from whom we mujl receive 
grace for grace. Oh! fliould it be ft range, thot^h thefe gra- 
cious influences of light and life are fo much with-held , in 
thefe times, as to that meafure which hath been formerly- 
known thereof, when fo many are upon another fcent than 
this bleflTed and ftraight way of the gofpel, in rolling the 
ftrefs of their work and duties upon Jefus Chrift by a con- 
tinued trade, and ufe-malring of him as our fanftification, 
and to improve his kingly power for that end. 

2. That It is not more prefllng upon .us, to have that blef- 
fed facrifice of. Chrift our paflTover, once offered for fin, to be 
foptinujed as a ftrengthening feaft, to live and feed upon. 
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I Cor. V. 8. as we are there called to keep the fcaft, and thu5 
know what it is to have the blood of-atoriement, by a clear 
warming and tenable application thereof, laid as the alone 
healing falve to a wounded fpirit. 

3. To have the whole of a Chriftian's trials and exercifcs 
thus airthed and brought to the gofpel, as the fure and alone 
way of their ftrength, that fliould let them know in another 
manner their joy break tip, when un^er neceffity, diftrefs, 
reproach, and felt weaknefs in themfelves, that the power of 
Chrift might reft upon them, 2 Cor. xii. 4. To know more 
by pra&ical light, hot only thefe ineftimable fruits and bkf- 
fings of redemption by Chrift; but what it is to have our love 
and delight carried forth toward his glorious perfon, and for 
embracing thus of himfelf, as altogether lovely. O this is 
the alone objeft, which beyond holincfs, and all the promif- 
ed advantages of his death and purchafe, we fliquld move 
moft towards, to know an union with his perfon, and tak- 
ing up our alone reft there in himfelf, where the Chriftian's 
choice and confent, with the furtheft complacence and Re- 
light, in fo ineftimably great an offer, fhould terminate in 
him as their exceeding joy. O bleil^d and inexpreffibly fweet 
truth ! Were this more known by prafkical light in the power 
and efEcacy thereof, that the Chriftian's claim and intereft to 
the unfearchable riches of Chrift, and all the bleflings of the 
gofpel does thus follow a marriage-union and propriety in hid 
perfon, and our being betrothed indiffblubly, in that neareft 
tie, and by an irrevocable confent "unto Jefus Chrift,x as he 
ftands to us in all his offices, and upon his own terms, what 
might be then -hoped of another luftre and appearance upon 
profeflbrs of the truth in this age; aUd that fome (hould not 
find it fo eafy to offer a thruft in fuch a manner to darken 
the doctrine of grace, and give the world fuch a fcheme and 
tuould of the gofpel, as they do at this day? And it is fure, 
a more ferious looking in upon this great myftery, ihould en- 
force fome convi£lion with it, that it is another thing to be a 
Chriftian, than many profeflbrs now take it to.be. I have 
known fome, who had been a remarkable length beyond oth- 
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ers in following duties 5 and in light about thefe, yea, to the 
CQnvi<^ion of all that knew them, were in this judged only 
ferious in tbeir waj; who after, by the gracious \^ork of the 
liord, were made to fee the truth of converfion to be another 
thing, which they had been wholly ftrangers to, even when 
fuch a length in Chriftiarv duties, until once this marvellous 
light by the gofpel fhined in upon them, and therewith knew 
what it was to have their heart pulled* in to Jefus Chrift, by 
fuch a bleffed drawing touch of his power, as did-determine 
their clofing with him in his way, and upon his own terms. 

Se£i. 2. It feems a preffing call to many in thefe times^ 
who own a profeffion of the truth, with fuch a doubtful and 
jBu&uating aflent thereto, what we may fee, Rev. iii.^ 15. 
that they would be in earneft and cxercife reafon thereabout 
as to know their ftate, and how it is with them upon thefe 
great concerns of an immortal foul 5 fo as either to quit an 
empty fliew of godlinefs, or follow this in the power and 
truth thereof, fince it is not conceivable upon cleareft 
grounds, what poffible hefitation fhould be betwixt thefe,. 
That if the Lord be God, and the Scripture revealed in the 
Old and New Teftament his undoubted word and counfel, by 
which the alone way of being eternally faved, is revealed un- 
to men; it is then fure, that this muft be their greateft inter- 
eft to follow him, and own his truth with all their heart, 
and with all their ftrength; But, if riot, and that they are 
not perfuaded updh their foul hereof, there muft needs be a. 
being pofitive, and determined here, without the furtheft 
contradiction to reafon. Now, for enforcing fome convic- 
tion hereof, if through the blelltng of the Lord this might 
have weight on the confcience of any, I fliall offer thefe ta 
be confidered, 

I . That it is a thing fo unapfwerable, why men be not ei- 
ther feriouify godly, or real Atheifts, either to quit duty, or 
what herein their hand findeth, to do it with all their might,t 
fmcc it is upon no lefs than an eternal intereft, and the fea- 
fon now fo quickly hafteneth away for any poilible accefs tO' 
fuch a triaL 
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^. What if upon the very fuppofal and report hereof, that 
this account given by the whole race of the faints fince the 
beginning, of thefe marvellous things of religion, in the 
power and reality thereof, be afTuredly true: And 'this blef- 
fed way, which they fee others to be ferious in, be the alone 
way to a bleflednefs for ever ; then in what a dreadful cafe 
are they, or can they think to meet with fuch, and enjoy 
one (late together in another world, whofe way and princi- 
ples have been in fuch a real oppofition to other ftated here. 
Oh! what an aftonifhing peace is this, and which moft at 
this day entertain,, when it is under fome fliew and profefli- 
on to be Chriftians? 

3. How is it poflible, to fhut their eyes at thefe enforcing 
evidences of the power and life of religion, to be an undoubt- 
ed certainty, and known to others by experience, though 
they were never acquainted therewith themfehes; when it 
is fure, they muft fee in the life and praftice of fuch, fome 
vifible tranfcript of what is alfo exprefsly x^Hitneffed in the 
Scripture thereof; nor can they debate fuch to be highly ra- 
tional, as much as in any other things; yea, to juftify them 
in their confcience of being ferious in what theyNOwn ? And 
muft it not be fome other fight thefe have about this, than 
they yet have ever underftood ? 

4. It feems a ftrange contradiftion to reafon, if they 
would but once relieft upon this, what ground of prejudice 
and cafting of reproach on that Way is .there, which they ne- 
ver yet knew upon trial, whilft they fee this doth not flee the 
light, or their exa61:eft fearch and enquiry, but that the caufe 
moft vifibly is an inbred enmity and averfion at the povi^er 
and truth of goJlinefs, for which they yet know not how to 
give a reafon. 

5. How they came fuch a length in the form and external 
duties of godlinefs, when they lufFer fo much hereby, as a fad 
2nd bitter yoke to the flefli, and know no folid gain and in- 
come this way, whilft duty in the power and fpiritual exer- 
cife thereof is fo fweet and eafy; yea, fuch inexpreftible de- 
lights found, when it is ferioufly followed. Oh ! What ai 
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fori6 j)art is religion in the pradiice, if it be not on men's 
heart ! Or what comfort is there to come fo near in a being 
admoft Chriftians, and yet perifli in the clofe? to hazard 
fome little, but wnth fuch a refervc, as yet to adventure all 
for Jefus Chrift, if they (hould be called thereto, and upoa 
each hand be foXadilofers? 

6. To admit the truth and authority of the Scripture with 
fo vifiWc A latitude, as is by many this day owned in their 
way, may feem indeed ftrange, and what a lax conceptioil 
wd mould of religion thefe frame to themfelves, as tends to 
lay.afide that fear, tendernefs, and ferious work of the things 
of God, which the word fo preffingly enforceth, as if men's 
real intereft thus, were how to perifh without fear and dreadi 

7. It is a ftraiige lengjth moft in thefe times come, in a 
concurrence with others in the public duties of religion, 
when they know fo little any preffiire upon their fpirit, whit 
fhould'be their work alone, in the retired duties of a Ghrif- 
tian, which are unqueftionably the moft fubilantial and 
weighty part of duty, and can religion be there' in truth,* 
(whatever name thefe have to live) where its more fecret 
work under the ground keeps no proportion to that which is 
public in the view of others. 

8. That now, wJien^ there is fo much difeernibly to imbit-- 
ter the wo(rld to them, and their outward comfoits do fo 
rarely anfwer to the fore labour, toil and griefs, which are 
here. 

Ohl how is it, fo few are foiind on this bleffed fccnt and 
. enquiry, to know the power and truth of godlinefs, and 
what a fure and inexpreffible relief is there for every ftate 
and condition; in delighting their foul in God, and a near 
and feeling converfe with the great truths of the gofpely 
which are to moft known but by report only ; fo as they 
might once know upon trial what thus it is to have- the de- 
fires of their hearts anfwered.' 

Se^. 3. Since this is of great weight, and that it is furey 
the alone frame and mould of praftical religion is with fuch 
exprefs plaiunefs Ibewed ,U5 in the Scripture, as none necd«. 

Vol. II. X X 
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be in the dark, without ftiutting their eyes; yea, I muft iay, 
if thefe figns and charafters given of the reality of godlii^ls 
were ferioufly pondered, there was never an age wherein 
more profeflbrs are like to come fhort of heaven^ and be 
found in a dreadful delufion about their ftate than now; and 
fo much the more affrighting, as fo little accefs feems this 
day for many being convinced, through that length they 
have come in a form, the truth whereof is fo great a myftery: 
Yea, never was a time of ftich light, when the thoughts oS 
thefe great truths of heaven and hell, and for being eternally 
faved, feem to have had fo little weight on men's fouls. Oh! 
that ferious work and excrcife, which was fo known in for- 
mer times of the church, for working out their falvation 
with fear and trembling, feems almoft gone in a throng of 
other things. It is true> there are remarkably different fizes 
and degrees among the faints, and the infancy offome, as 
well as the further age of others, muft be confidered: But 
fince it is like a peculiar ftroke upon moft, that they will not 
once come near to the light, and be tried by that infallible 
rule; I judge it duty, whether they wilt bear or forbear, to 
offer fome Scripture truths that lie fo near to the very ftate - 
and being of a Chriftian; that, if ever I Jcnew any thing of 
the way of the Lord, I muft' profefs I know not how any can 
be ftrangers thereto, and to fome near and feeling converfe 
therewith in experience, without being ftrangers to the very 
effentials of Chriftianity, or can have any comfqrtable evi- 
dence, that they fhall live that life of glory, who have not 
thus known by praftical light, whatsit is to live the life of . 
grace here. 

I. That fuch as have paffed the new birth, muft know a 
fpiritual and new life, with which they were not born, and is 
from no natural caufes, but formed and wrought within by 
the Spirit, whereof there is. as certain and undeniable a de- 
monftration, as they are fure that they breathe, and have a 
natural life, a life that hath its peculiar operation and vital 
afts put forth in its breathings, delights and defires, in a 
near converfe with tlie Lord, as truely as any ads of this na- 
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tuTsd fife, witk thefe fenfibie languifliings and ov^r-clouding 
thereof, as well as enjoyments and pleafutes, proper to itn 
own nature, as the influences and breathings of the Spirit of 
the Lord are let forth, or reftrained. It is fure nothing can 
be more exprefsly Ihewed, than this from the whole of the 
Scripture, and how it follows on an union with Jefus Chrifiy 
in whom it is hidy Gol. iii. 3. and a living in him. Gal. ii. 20. 
ta dwell in hinty Eph* iii. 17. to he quickened in hiniy Eph. ii. 5 J 
yea to be nourijbed and increafed in hiniy Col. ii. 19. and is not 
this a ferious bufinefs for trial, what is the feal to the truth 
thereof from experience. 

a. That a fpiritual evidence and difcovery of divine truth, 
which difiers not in degree, but in kind, is now known to 
them, as is clear, i Cor. ii, 14. whence the truths of the 
word are fometimes fet home on the foul with that light and 
power, TVhich is inexpreffible to others 5 and though it be a 
knowing the fame truths, yet in another manner than beforej 
when by the fpirit they know the things that are freely given us 
ifGody which no report could ever have made^them believe^ 
until by grace they were taken out of that dreadful gulph of 
the darknefs of nature, into that marvellous light revealed in 
the gofpel, which then caufed fuch a change betwixt them, 
and what they once were. 

3. << That the peace of God, which paiTeth natural under- 
(landing, and preferves the heart and mind through JefHS 
Chrift," is not to be kept without a continued war and 
wreftling, and that as they have two parties within ftated in 
mod vigorous oppofition to other; fo the more fpiritual duty 
i5, and the more clofely the law is prefTed in its fpiritual ex- 
tent, the further averfion hath the carnal heart thereto, 
which is not more clearly fliewed, Rom. vif. 22, 23. than 
Adr experience can witnefs. 

.4. That this truth of the kingdom of Jefu6 Chrift is to be 
known on the fouH as well as his vifible kingdom over die 
church, which confifteth i« righteoufnefsy peace aftdjoy4n the 
Holy Ghofti Rom. xiv. 17. but fuch as cannot be pOflTibly 
known or underftood, but by ia pra^ical and feeling light 
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thereof; Andw his working aJI our works in us; Mrlienee fuch 
.fenfible liberty at one time more than another, and conii-^ 
dence in our approach to God after faddeft bondage and 
fear, fo fweet a calm> and funfihine» when the ftorm is moft 
fliarp without) and a being carried through thefe difficulties 
^ith fuch, advantage, which at another time, and in anodier 
frame, they would have fainted at. 

5, That a new acquaintance, and fome other fociety than 
that of men, and a real fellowfhip and converfe with God 
both in fecrct and more public duties, is affuredly true, fo as 
they have been never lefs alone, with more fplid joy than in 
the retirements of a Chriftian : now, as the whole of the Scrip- 
ture bears fuch a witnefs hereto, as there needs no clearing 
thereof; 'O what a teftimony ^have the faints alfo to give! 
And where this is taken upop report, can it be, that religion 
hath ^ver been a matter of power and reality to fwch? I 
thought it a choice word from a grave and exercifed Chriftian 
in the ways of God, that being frequently and much alone 
in the exercife of prayer, to fome that thought ftrange there- 
at, faid, *^ He could not part with his duty, until he found 
the Lord, and when he found him, it was fo fweet, as made 
it not eafy to go forth to the world." 

Yea, that alfo of another famous Chriftian of our nation^ 
who had fo oft known an immediate ft^ngth and fupport 
wilder greateft preflures fealed ia this way of retired fellow- 
Ihip with God; " with him the 'moft of mofts is lefs than 
.nothing, but without him I find the leaft of leafts to be more 
-than my burthen." 

6. It is furely conjoined with the being and ftatcof a 
Chriftian, to know in experience a power with the word and 
ordinances of the gofpel^ above the moft perfuafive words of 
a man, or any moral influence; yea, with that different ma- 
nifeftation, both a? to light and power at one time, as they 
can no, more have at their choice at other times, than to have 
the fun ihine upon the earth when under a dark cloud: and 
thus muft know fomethitig of that, Luke xxiv. The burning of 
their heart wthin^ when the Scripture hath been opened^ that th€ 
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kingdom of God is not in *word^ hut in po^r^ i Cor. iv. lo. 
Tea y what an evidence and demonjtration of the spirit is with the 
gofpely I Cor. ii. 6. 

7. That fuch great things are undoubted realities, as tli« 
feal and eameft of the Spirit of promife, the convforts of the 
Holy Ghoft, Eph. i. 1 3. which in fome meafure muft be 
known here to each of the faints; the fenfible intimation of 
pardon on their foul; after contrition and brokennefs of 
hearty that voice of joy and gladnefs, than which no audible 
voice was eVer more certainly known, than this hath been 
on their foul; the immediate prefence Xyi the comforter, an^ 
truths brought in fo feafonably in a day and hour of ftrait, 
as hath brought inexpreffible eafe and refrefhmerit there- 
with. 

8. It is fure, this truth alfo lies fo near the ftate and being 
of a,Chriftiaa, as there muft be fome praflical knowledge of, 
it, who ever knew the work o£ God on their own foul, that 
there is accefs and liberty for pouring out the heart in pray- 
er, and a being determined to approach unto the Lord with 
a fenfible power from himfelf ; the felt tafte of his accepta- 
tion of them in their fuit, and being admitted to fee his face 
with joy ; yea, is thus made as difcernible, as it is infured, 
Phil. iv. 5. Pfal. xix. 15. as on the other hand, upon fome 
wearing out and reftraint in this bleffed exercife, the fenfible 
abatement of that fpiritual life, and vigour they formerly 
knew in the ways of God, fo as to find thefe duties both 
burdenfome and difreliihing, in which they formerly have 
known fuch delight, and how that truth, Matth. ixvi* 41. 
doth then Enforce a witnefs thereto, that watching and prayer 
is the tried means to keep any from falling into temptation. 

9. That as there are inexprefiiblc delights in holinefs, yea, 
fuch a reality as the joy and peace in Believing j which they cer- 
tainly know : fo alfo a difcernible quenching of the Spirit by 
adventuring on any known fin; and when they would not^. 
read their Ijofbm-diftempers from tlie word, they have been 
enforced oft to look in again upon them h^ fome fharp and 
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vifible check from the Lord, and know the ttUih of that, t 
Theffi V. 19. Pfalm Uxxi. xi. 1 2^. .. 

10. That fcnfible influences of ftrength from the Lotd^ 
arid ^ bis gracious concurrence, which waits on commanded 
duty, aiTuredlyard not onJy'as to the.iramc of their fpirits> 
biit as to the exercife of their gifts, and. how without him, 
who.is our ftrehgth, we can do nothing; I (hould think it a 
ftrange things how a'Chriftian can be in eanieft witli his 
workj and a ftfanger' tq tins, . . ., , 

It. Laftly, that it is fure ^\q fruit jofrighteoufnefs itfown in 
^Q£e^ and how at no time doth tendemefa: and ftrai^tnefs in 
men's wait, ^Vant fort:e inward taffe and; feal hi its accepta- 
tion with the Lord; when it is^.no lefsdifcernible, fuch a 
withdrawing thereof uponfome wrong ftepand turning afidc 
in his way, as difcouaragemiant and dartnefs doth- ftnfibly 
meet, than to let them know, that it is fdrcly a hitier andevU 
thing to depart from the, Lo^d. ... - ..... 

&eB. 4. This duty in thefe fad and wiqnowing times we 
ate fallen in, {hould lie near us, wida refpetl: to . die public 
intereft of the church; as well as to our .own perfonal r ife, 
to giiard againil prejudices at the way of Hie Lord, which 
on thefe grounds I would prefs. 

1 . That fuch a remarkable wo is denounced in the Scrip- 
ture, riot only agaiuft thofe by whom offences come^ but to the 
^fvorld becaufe of offerees ^ this being one of the faddeft ftrokes 
from the Lord, when a diipofition and tendency to {tumble) 
bath judicially a ftumbling block laid in their way. 

2. As under that predominant humour of the jaundicci 
tlie colour is fuitably reprefented to the eye ; it is ilrange to 
think what a judgment an evil eye doth pafs on the fpotle(s 
ways of the Lord; yea, with what fatisfadiion an impoifoned 
natuire doth feek to ftrengthen itfelf. 

3. It is fure^ the truth fuffers not more from open oppo- 
iition, than oft it does by thefe hid reflexions, and fubtile 
conveyances of reproach from many in thefe timfes. 

4. It hath not been knovm fince that blefled Deformation 
of the church from Popery, that where in any of the 
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church the Lord hath fome fpecUJ woik cmi. foot, and the 
intereft of tHfe gofpel gaining ground, but Satan there hath fol- 
lowed the fame remarkably, with fome fuch clofe and fubtile 
afiault, in bringing forth fomething of his work in refem- 
blance thereto, to beget prejudice againft the way of truth. 
It was upqueftionably one of the mod fearchin^ trialfe the 
German church had, by that ftrange' appearance of the A- 
nabaptifts there. But this being fo notour and public in the 
hiftories of thefe late times, befides other remarkable inftan- 
ces of the like kind, I forbear to mention it further. 

One memorable paflage that is lefs known to many, may 
be, for fome advantage and confirming to the truth, inferted 
ber«. 

When the gofpel was flourifhing in the church of Ireland 
by the miniftry of fome eminent fervants of Chrift, who were 
labouring there fome years before the rebellion, and a mod 
extraordinary time of the power of the Spirit following the 
onJinances, when others of Satan's devices, to caft a lett in 
the way, had proved abortive, this great dcftroyer was at la ft 
let loofe in a ftrange manner, to eiiay a counterfeit of doe 
work of the Lordthiere, which was then fo effcftual to the 
converfion of many. 

liiis fitft began about Lochlearn upon feveral ignorant per- 
fons, who in the midft of the public worfbip fell a breathing' 
and panting as thefe who had run long, with ftrange pangs 
like convullions, yea, thus were affefted, whatever purpofe 
was preached, even by fuch minifters who were known ene- 
mies to the truth, the number of which ft til increafed through 
feveral pariihes for a time. At firft, both minifters and 
Chriftians there were put to a ftand j but after, upon further 
difcovery of the tendency of their way, and finding no folid 
convincing work, which had therewith any fenfe pf fin, or 
panting after a Saviour, did quickly perceive this to be one* 
of the depths of Satan, and liis defign to llaiider and difgrace 
the work of the Lord, fo as after fome grave minifters who 
were then^ there, when they began in that manner to appear 
in public, did with great authority rebuke that lying fpirit in . 
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their mailer's name; yea, it was evident, how.fttch did after 
continue rude, profanp and ignorant. Through- this engine 
did the Devil thus drive to beget prejudices amongft thofe 
who did but look on at a diftance, againft the power and 
life of religion. 

Se^. 5. What a blefled and effeOiual mean ihould this be, 
'to promote ferioufnefs, and againft fuch fad and fpreading 
formality of thefe times, the; churches are fo much now waftf 
ed* under, To ^have more deep and frequent thoughts on that 
great fuhjeEi of deaths about which there is no debate amongd 
us, yet it is ftrange to confider* in what manner it is kept at 
a diftance with moft of the generation. O what an enforce- 
ment Ihould this bring with it, to follow godlinefs, not in a 
form, but in the power and truth thereof! If fuch, who have 
profited fo little under the ordinances of the gofpel, would 
but fit fpmetimes alone, and hear this grave pseacher fpeak 
to them, and bring thefe things near to their thoughts. 

1. That ftrange way and paflage they are afluredly to go 
through, which was never known ta them before, but muft 
once pafs it, betwixt time and eternity, and what this will be, 
when they are entring on that dark and unknown ground; 
« Whilft the keepers of the houfe Ihall tremble, and thefe 
*« that look out at the windows are darkened, becaufe man 
*^ goeth to his long home/* 

This is a grave and ferious work, if men could find fuch 
ti!me, amidft the throi^g of other things, to advHe how they 
adventure, and on what terms into another world. 

2. How near this great change is, without a poiHbility to 
have one hour infured beyond the prefent hour of life, fo as 
each night we lie down, not knowing but our breath may be 
ftopt with fome fudden arreft of death before the morning, 
which might put us oft to think, without a ftrange and def- 
peratc fecurity ; Honv will death now meet us at this hour? 
I thought it a great word of a choice and ferious Chriftian a 
few years ago, when he was called to fuffer for the truth, 
and was fentenced to die,, faid before his judges, " Ibkii 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of f HE SCRIPTURE. ^53 

the Lord, that thcfe feven years pad, death could not halve 
coitle wrong to me, not one day." 

3. What ferious thoughts fhould this caufe, in one mo- 
ment to admit of fo great a change, and* in the very inftant 
of -the foul's parting with the body a prefent entering into 
that after-ftate, which fhall piit the Chriftian once aind foi^ 
ever, yea, in one moment, in the fulnefs of inconceivable 
joy, ill the immediate embracements of Jefus Chrift, the: 
fociety of the bleffed angels, and chiirch-triiimphant, and 
what a fight (hall that be, whieh no thoughts dr words, carl 
poffibly reach, when with the (hutting of tbefe eyes here,' 
they are then opened in the paradife of God, and know the 
ftate which is there, and what is the inheritance of the faints 
in light* 

4. What a change this muft be to fiich, who in bile mo- 
ment ihall part with their heaven, and find a real hell; for 
the men of this worlds whofe portion is here^ to be pulled froni 
all the delights and pleafures they once had, to tajce up their 
lodging in thefe dark and horrid prifons which are in the pit,' 
and then know this to be fad earneft, of whicli thej^ made fo 
fmall account while they were iipori earth. 

Oh! will nothing bring hear the doftrine of hell, aihd e- 
ternal damnation to mod of this generation, until they know 
it upon trial, when thefe gates fhall be everlaftingly fliut,' 
never to admit an c^periing. 

5. To confider what thoughts and reflexion mod men 
in eternity have of their former ftate and condition. And 
v^hat Mrili the remembrance of a lifetime here in the fulnefs 
of outward comfoifts amount to, wTiich are gone, never to 
return more. 

Yea, in that hour, when the great men of this earth, arc 
turned out of all their polTeffions, and their fotl taken from 
them by that dreadful pull of grim death, riot by a rendering 
and commitment thereof to Jefus Chrift, which his people 
only knows; then whofe fhall all thefe pojfiffions be? Ol but 
that muft be an heavy and fore pull for an unmortified man' 
to die and leave the world, whilft his heart is ftill alive to it; 

Vol. H. Y y . 
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6. Wh^t another account, upon the approach of thi^ fcfcf- 
fed change, will the Chriftians then liave of their mpft im- 
bittering crjoffes, which through, gr^e have tended both to 
tr};al and furthering of their faith and love; and.fpme foliA 
fruit fp^ thp hQxdi beyond thefe, who once had the greateft 
delights and pl^afures herci when they are paft and gone? 

7. Is it jiot near, when many fliall queftion, whether their 
life was real, or a dre^m, whilft each d^y and hour, a^ it i$ 
I^^ftening over fome part of the world's comforts, puttcth 
by alfo fome of the Chriftian's croffes and griefs; that whilft 
his work lies moft tp make fon^e gainful improvement there- 
of; he knows alfp now, this fad and fearching trouble y and I 

Jball never meet again^ though the fruit thereof goes before, 
and {hall meet him in that blefled (late which is above. 

B. To ^pnfider ^Ifo that fweet and found fleep the bodies 
of the faints ihj^ll h^ve for a time in the grave, which is ther 
h^d of their reft; yea, how indiffolubly there, is their duft 
ftill united with their blefled head, and within a little, how 
tavifhing ihall their wakening he I 

It was ji fweet thought to that excellent fervant of Chrift, 
Mr. Rollock, when he ftretched fprth his hand on hi* death- 
bed, with a ferious looking thereon, and faid ; Tea even this 
hand Jball oncejbina in glory. It is fure, the earth now could 
not be capable of the leaft of the faints, who are entred into 
a glorified ftate, fo inconceivably great is that diftance be- 
twixt* that condition where now they are, and the higheft 
ftate of a Chriftian here in this lawer world. 

&eB. 6, This weighty duty I muft touch a little here, to 
^ateh and guard againft that dreadful hazard and wafting 
plague, which hath had fo vifible a tendency/ almoft to ruin, 
fhe inteteft of the churches of Chrift this day, of hve and 
eager purjuit ajier the vforldn It is remarkable with what 
further light this i^ enforced under the New Teftament than 
under the old, both as tro the ha^^rd which followeth there- 
on,, and that reckoning the faints muft ra^ke with iht Jraii 
and narrow way^ anil muchtribulation to enter into ghry» Pre- 
ie.nt things he near the ienfes, and have oft tliat force, a» 
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moft mK not ccafc to- follow the bah, evert m'Iicti that dcf- 
troying hoolc, of the hazard of lofing their rmmortal foul| i% 
fodifccrmfelc; yea, feow loath many in this ^e are to come 
tfear to Scripture-Kght hereafbout: Bnt Oh! it is undeniable 
how much thh hath tended to a wearmg otrt of the power, 
antf fpirltuailrtyjof relJgion with thart irfe antl tendemefs that 
did foTiwei'Iy appc^ in' the church, when to quir aff for Jeftrt 
Chrift anrf his truth, was with fircR joy and*, delight then 
reefeoned upon in thefe timet of pcrfecution, yea, their fcr?t 
ous and earneft purfuing after the fubftance, and reality of 
godlinefs, was no* lefs difcerniblc, than now this eager ten- 
dency, and grafping after that fliadow of the world, by nioft 
who profefe the truth. But though the public cotrcerns of 
the kingdom of Chrift {hould not have Weight with fomej 
yet, if men ceafe not to exercife re'afort, and be under any 
awe and dread of the Scripture^ yea have ttct concluded their 
hope in this Fife only, this fubjeft I am fure, may ehforce 
fome ferious thottghts on them, f confefe, I muft fay, upon 
any irght from the Scripture,, with Ae too manifeft difcovery 
of that eager feent moft feem to be upon in this age. How to* 
be rich, and have great tilings- in the world, it hatfi put me 
to a ftand; not but it is an unqueftionable duty for Chrif- 
tians in their feveral Callings, to be ferioufly concernerf there- 
in, miif mt Jhthfal tit' htifinefs ; and thdt fucK are', and have 
been in all tJmes, who have got their fpirits more dead, and' 
fubdued to the world arhidft the greateft enjoyments thereof, 
than many of a low and mean eftate; yea^ that there are, t 
hope, not a few, whofe intereft here tend to ft>me further 
fer^ice for the Lord, in confecrating the gain thereof to him ; 
but this i^ an attainment indiflblubiy linfcerf, not with the 
truth and reality of grace only, but much of the power and 
vigorous exercife thereof, and needs more than ordinary 
watching with prayer againft that Hazard they are in. But, 
upon the other hand, it feems ftrange,-that Scripture-truths 
fo plain, pungent and' weighty (if men do truely believe and^ 
credit the teftimony of God therein) fhould not caufe more 
fears and tremblings of hearton moft of the generation 5 yea,on 

Yyj 
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inajiy, who I hope want not fomc ferious refpcft to tlic bet* 
Jer part, when thefe are brought near and ferioufly pondered^ 

1. That it is fo exprefsly told us by the Lord, Matth. xix. 

23, 24. " Verily, I fay unto you, that a rich man (hall hardly 
enter into the kingdom of heaven* And again, I fay unto 
you, that it is eafier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of CJod." 
And the very fame fet down by the eyangelift, i^uke xviii. 

24, 25. And though our blcfled mafter expounds his own 
words there, and that thefe are not inconfiftent, even fot 
fuch as are rich to be faved, fince nothing is impoffible to God; 
Yet does it moft clearly fhewj thefe are rare, and great in- 
ftanccs of an infinite power; yea, that the world and a large 
(hare therepf, is fugh a let in the way as we may fee \t fome- 
thing extraordinary, with fuch a load of thq earth for any to 
get through the ftrait and narrow gate, which is indeed as the 
needle eye^ without fijibduednefs and mortification. 

2. We fee a dreadful woe denounced againft fuch, Luke 
vi. 24. Woe to you that are richy for you have received your con* 
folation,' and how thefe torments of the rich man (hewed, 

Luke xvi. 19. are conjoined by Chrift himfelf there, though 
in a parable, with a having received his good things here ifi this 
life: And though he gracioufly allows his people the com- 
fortable ufe and enjoying of their outward lot; though the 
convey of thefe true and greateft comforts; which are fpirit^ 
ual, is oft in the way of the crofs ; yet is that fad mark by 
the Holy Ghoft put upon others, James v. 5. They have 
lived in pleajures^ and fiourifbed thetnfelves as in a day offlaugh* 
ter; That it feems matter of aftoni(hment, how men live un- 
der any awful regard of the Scripture, if a large intereft in 
the earth be not fome caufe of fear and dread. 

3. And is not men's eager love and defires after the world 
a Scripture fign and mark of a reprobate, (late ? Love not the 
nvorldy neither the things that are in the world; if any man love 
the world the love of the father is not in hintj i John ii. 15. 
And that fad note put on the covetous man, Pfal. x. 3, 
Xhat he is the man whom the Lordhateth. Yet, Oh how rare 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF mt SCRIPTURE. 357 

a fight is riches this day, without lovci immoderate defires, 
and a fetting of the heart thereon. 

4. That fuch eager defires, when men will be rich^ is fo 
cxprcfsly ihewed in the Scripture to be the very fcent and 
path that leads down to death, and a being drowned in eternal 
perdition^ I Tim. vi. 9. and the caufe thereof hejd forth, that 
native tendei^cy this hath to a falling into many fooIiJJj and 
hurtful lujlu 

And, is not the carnal mind enmity to God? Yea, every 
length and advantage this gains, fo much further do men 
(land in a direfk contrariety and bppofition to God. 

5. Though fuch do blefs themfelves in their heart, and are 
looked on with envy by others; what a dreadful mffJlc doth 
the Holy Ghoft put on thefe, with a call unto all others to 
Gonfider the fame, Whofe eyesfiand out with fatnefsy and have 
more than heart can wifhy and are not in trouble as others; Lo^ 
thefe are the ungodly that pro/per in the world! Pfal. Ixxiii. 1 1, 
12. yea, arc thus fet apart with that fad defigHation, " That 
** they are men of this world, whofe portion is in this life; 
" they are full of fubftance, &c." Pfal. xvii. 14. Oh is it 
not caufe of fear, that where the world hath got men's 
hearts, it is a fad evidence they have got it for their portion! 

6. Where riches are given, is it not upon trial, yea, one 
of the greateft, which men can have, to keep them under fome 
weight and exercife, more than the moft fearching crofs? 
fince it is clear, the more intereft any thus have, it adds fo 
much to their talent, which is not theirs, but committed un- 
der truft, of which every one muft be accountable according 
to their meafure, Matth. xxv. 15. Luke xix. 15. and will 
ere long hear that awful call, Comey give an account of your 

Jlewardfhipy Luke xvi. 2- which will be found another thing, 
as to a faithful improvement of that meafure, than feems by 
moft to be either believed or laid to heart. 

7. And is there any other way leads us unto life, than the 
ftrait and narrow way ? Yea, nothing more dangerous than 
to be entangled with riches, honour or pleafures;. it is utter- 
ly impoffible to ferve God and mammon. 
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And is it not one of the moA diiScuk ftepa of a ChriflUkn*, 
and rareft vi<9:ories he gets, i Jc^n ii. lo. This is ymir viih* 
ry wherihy you have overcome the ivorld? When the native 
tendency thereof is fo difcernibly to take the heart off God, 
and favouring fptritual delights; to pull downward, and 
make a fcnftble interpofition betwixt heaven and the foul; 
to get betwixt us and the better part, yea, to dejwive men of 
that bleffednefs in another world. 

8. Befides fueh exprefs teftipionies of the Scripture, 
which arc fo full, clear, and peremptory, as all may fee what 
a beacon the Holy Ghoft bath put on this rock in a fpccial 
way; Can any thing be more vifible through Ae various 
changes of this life, how men^s interefts in the world tend to 
* load more than to fatisfy, and yieldeth Ifeaft when it i> moft 
preffed; how rare thcfe are, who arc not in fome meafare dif- 
content with their lot, and find the beft of outward things in 
their hand are not that which they feemcd to be at a dif- 
tance? Yea, what can the furtheft delights of riches amount 
to, bfeyond the prefent time, where no comfortable reckon- 
ing can be on what is gone ? For we are trueJy dead to what 
of our life is here paft; and no poffiWe fecurity for one day 
or hour of what is to come. 

Sc3. 7. It is undeniable, how much the recovery of the 
life and power of religion lieth this day at the door of the 
miniftry of the church, as a fpccial fubfervient mean thereto, 
and what near and undoubted connexion this in all times 
hath with the thriving of the gofpel in any particular church. 
I know, there wants not a horrid party in diis time, whofe 
work is to decry and caft reproach on that excellent office 
and appointment of Jefus Chrift, which he hath given as a 
perpetual ftanding ordinance for his church to the end of 
time: But it is not mrnifters, but their great Mafter, whofe 
they are, and holdeth thejtnrs in his right-hand^ againft whom 
they appear herein. 

And though there want not fuch in ^11 times, yea, remark- 
ably at- this day, than whom none do more obflruft the in- 
terefl of the gofpel, and counteradl the very end of this great 
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oflke, in a fad oppofition of themfelves ^o the truth and 
power of godlinefsj and wound, inftead of healing, yea, 
handle the word of the Lord deceitfully, by accommodating 
it to their private intereft and defign in a corrupt application 
thereof, which is not more fad than we may find foretold, 
and the church exprefsly, forewarned: in the word, of fiich: 
Yet I judge this comes not under debate, with all who own 
the truth. That there are, I deiirc to hope, not a few mini- 
flers and watchmen in the church of Chrift, whofe greateft 
aim and ftudy is, to be found faithful to their Mafter's in- 
tereft, and have a weight of that work on them, without re- 
fpeft to any outward encouragement; yea, that fuch are in 
truth, and not in a fhew,, " Minifters of the New Tefta- 
ment, of the Spirit, and not of the letter.'* 

O what a promifing evidence and door of hope were this 
to the prefent time, or any particular church, when fuch a 
-nuniftry i$ given of the Lord of whom that account can be 
given ! 

I. That they difcern the times, fo as to be deeply 5»ffe£l- 
ed with the appearances of judgment. 

,2. Who live much under another weight than the dif- 
charge of minifteriaJ duties, or following that which is pub- 
lic before men, in fome ferious exercife of fpirit about their 
own perfonal cafe; other wife, how fad and heavy were k to 
be' inured with praftieal truths, without a near and feeling 
ccMiverfe therewith upon their own foul; And, as it is* a great 
thing for a rainifter to be faved; fo, to be pref&d in the trial 
of converfon, and the work of fanftificatkm on his own fpi- 
rit, no lefs than in prefTnig it on others; yea, %uhhfeay and 
trembling to *wcrk,mt their falvation^ who thus ftand account- 
able upon fo great a truft comnvtted to them. 

J. That their great fcope in preaching is ft ill to lead in to 
the gofpel, and to have all their doftrine, and holding forth 
of duties thus pointing, with a clear tendency to Jefus 
Chrift, an<r for an afrthing the hearers to him. 

4. Such whofe preflTure and continued ejiercife on their fpi- 
rit is, how their miziiftry may tend to their Mafter's praife 
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and exalting, whatever entertainment they (hould meet with 
from men. • And it is fure, there is a Ihining in humility^ 
with a much more convincing luftre than in gifts; yea, it is 
ever feen, that the humhleft pmeachers have been moft inftru- 
mental to convert others, and not the moft eloquent or po- 
Hflied, \^ho never knew brokennefs of heart, and fomc 
weight of their own inward cafe, 

5. Such who are kept with much ferious dependence on 
the Lord in their duties. It was the faying of a choice mi- 
niftcr of Chrift, " that he never came off with lefs comfort, 
and more difcontent with himfelf, than when to appeamcc 
he was beft provided: Not becaufe of his diligence for being 
thus prepared, fmce that was his duty; but becaufe he wa» 
then moft apt to negleft dependence on the Lord." 

6. Whofe great and moft weighty part in the miniftry is 
to live religion, more than how to difcourfe thereof; to 
whom preaching is hot the heavieft part of their work, nor 
a going about duty upon the matter, as to. have their princi- 
ple herein right : For that only abides, which is done for the 
Lord, and will have a true income of fohd peace and joy-- 
Such is the impreffion on the wax as it is on the feal; and it 
is fure, where that holy fear and love to Jefus Chrift hath a 
deep engraving on our heart, it will make a fuitable impFcf- 
fion on our duties. 

7. I muft add that, which hath fo near and clofe a con- 
nexion with, the fruit and fuccefs of the^ miniftry in all 
times, a ferious ftudy to have this followed, in fecret prayer, 
and wreftling before the Lord, no lefs than in public appear- 
ances; when it is fo undeniable, 

1. To be a fruitful and lively minifter, can be no more 
► than what the Lord does make him hourly- to be, and needs 

a new influence of the bleffing for every new piece of hi& 
work. 

2. That it is not the furtheft advantage of gifts or the 
moft poliflied difcourfe, but the Spirit of the Lord, that 
ftKikcsthis great fcrvice for the church fuccefsful; yea, thac 
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it' Jifiuft W anotheir kiey than moral fuafion can open the heart 
offlici'heaf^r^. ' ^ ' \^' ,V ; . * ' 
•*'3;'T*hata lively frame, and to have their work prepared 
widliiii bf fdme feribus jmpreffibns of the truth on^eir 
o>?W ijbifft, is 'found 6nt X>t the moft fcnfiblc advantages^ both 
tOf'Enhlclf and rithers, that a miniftcr goes forth with in any 
puMic appearance : Not but that' a feriotis ftudying of what 
i^td bc-'dcfivered'in the mattfers of God; is a neceffary duty; 
Butf,X>whiat a jjromiiTing token ftotild it tic for better tii^ 
to- the ctoxrch, and fothe recovery 6f ^e wdnted life ini ^w- ' 
cr^of teli^on, which w*acs* formerly iiy difceniible; wMii tljfe; 
public work of preaching is thus carried on with much of ihat 
preparatory w6i*k of fecrct ptayer, the want Whereof makes 
oft fuch weak preachirig even with the moft <'ifible advant- 
age of gifts afid human eloquence! Arid I inuft hereVadcfiT 
hdV'^is weighty duty lies upon the hearers of the gofpel, 
as well kS mihifters, who Have any refpeft to the kingdom: 
oFChHff, to help forward the public wotkb^ fecret prayer; 
whence ftich' advantage of j(n open door for the wo^d is found 
in fome places more than in others, where there is' a ferious 
people to entertain it, and hath the public work, as Wei! as 
their private cafe, much on- their heart; 

SeSl. 8. In fo remarkable an hour of trial now on the 
church, what a Meflcd and hopeful mean might this be, to 
fee 'a more " near correfportdence, arid unite concurrence 
*^ about the work of the Lord*, not only among Chriftians 
<^ themfelvcs, but particular churches-," with fome ferious 
enquiry and fearch, what may be the provoking catlfe of this 
fad over-clouding darknefs, now over the reformed churches, 
after fuch manifeftations of the power and brightnefs of the 
gofpel to our fathers! Oh, how fad a want is this in time of 
fo eminent hazard!* that almoft there is nOne found to ftand 
in the breach, but every one's hand on his loins, and no ftir- 
ring or.eiTay for fome unite ftriving t'og'ether, and contending 
for the truth once deliveretl to the faints; which is fo great 
a truff on the prcfent generation, not for themfclves only, but 
pofterity, when fo fore a ruin, is like to fall under our hand.' 

Von. H; Z t 
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ce^jij^jty: 9^tb^ ffATf^s, of ms^\ RutLafli (ijii^th/efe.prefl^ 

v^^^^nh^xs)?,^ be^ua^ep^e tQ,cnfQrjp^^,Com,ec9n?^)jaipnf; .^ 

j^. T^t, t^ifv^?^f;<^r.^' public igir.if ,b^lik RH^|% , ijw\ft e^ 

tipri; of th? L9f;d,,; at?^4,iis, ^(^i^^XkQ!^^^ vs^hy,x^?j^S(fy^ xt^iii;^ 
an,(J, br.i^lj 1^^.. little i; vaf^b , fo^ch. fa4..pQrl9^ gxkva;«i,cc?i aiji4. 

ve^jf ^hogejeft. ^iTi^j^s apd elidj^a^oujrs, of ^ a, fe^, ia bch^tf erf 
th^.t)cutlj^,,whpj[^ ther^. h^s. befaa.fajUiiig,in, upoi^ tbe right 
litfi^ pfprefeat 4uty^ tOjk^ep it a^v.e, in,a.rea^ai;fc^^))c l^qur qf 
d^fe^ionj yea,. tqejf<?<3:s above ra^onal belief : An|d wl^|; 
furprifing. iffiie tbe.ijjs^ptQviag a.Jitde ftjrepgthi with .forfft, 
wr^filirJgshajtJ^ oft had^ fqr the fervice ,of thechu|rch aa4 
genera tio|i. > . . .' . 

,3^ U it not. now; cfcaf, what,^. remarj«aj)le, appqatTam^ iSi 
ifgainft the truth; how t.he.eaemy^,is, li^te to bjre^k ia-af a 
floQ^, an,d, the aflaujt, not fr.oiq. a pFiyat;e adverfary, but 
from a ppfjliig, Uaite, and, fonpifd able combination this dayr 
from the Romifh pai;ty? Aad Oh! are we fallen into fuqha 
dead lethargy,^ not tp be. aw;akenqd to fpme mqie upite. con-. 
currence, upon th^t great intereft of tl^ trutl^ tp.know tl^ 
cond^tiprj wiS arq in, for mutual fyjcnpathy and upftirring to 
the di^ti^sof the time, for commumcatipnof counfels, apd 
prpmotipg further opennef^ of heart amo^jtg fuch, with-wfapm. 
the things. of Chrjfl: have any weight. 

4. Wc fee in thpje fuffeiing^ and true;ly. flouriihing times 
after the reformation, with what feripufr^efs, and advantage 
it. was followed for mut^aj intercpurfe, and being concerned 
in the public cafe and concerns of the church, and Chriftiana 
amongft themfelves. What a grave enquiry was thep, what 
tcndernefs and fympathy amongft the followers of the Lord^ 
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* when they knew but at a diftance the fuffering lot of their 
friends? Yea, with what defire and longings to know the 
fnccefs of the gofpel, and what further intereft it did 
gain any where? J^ut Oh! now moft feem to be only mind- 
ing their own things, and how to fecure a private intereft, 
to whom thefe words may have a fad and dreadful found. 
Either iv. 13, 14. Think not with thyfelf, that thou Jbalt 
efcape more than all the Jews: For if thou holdeft altogether 
thy peace at this time^ then Jhall there enlargement and deliver*- 
once arife to the Jews from another place^ but thou and thy fa* 
thefts boufe Jhall he deftroyed. Some may have an advantage 
and opportunity for improvement of themfelves beyond 
others, in behalf of the bleeding interefts of the church; 
and I have confidence to fay. That any fuch ferious aim, 
once followed, fhall be the way bodi of their ftrength and 
encouragement; and to know that an enlarged heatt for the 
intereft of Chrift will never want a large allowance. 



FINIS. 
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, And be ready always to give an anfwer to every man that alketli you a 
reafon of the hope that is in you. i Pet.iii. 15. 

If any man worlhip ihe beaft, and his image, and receive his marlc In hi« 
fore-head or in his hand; the fame fliall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, -^ 
which is poured out without mixture, into the cup of his indignation; and 
he fhall be tormented with fire and brimftone, in the prefence of the holy 
angels, and in the prefcrice of the Lamb. And the fn>oke of their torment 
afcendeth up forever and ever. Rev. xiv. 9, lo, 11. 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN REAPER. 



Reaper^ 

THl&SE few fheets, adjoined here, againft Popery, vrere 
in part formerly publiflied^ but being with further en- 
l^i^gement now reprinted, I hope it may not be found unfuit- 
able to fet them down here. in the ck)(e, when fo convincing 
and nec^STary a rife from the foregone fubjeft is clear. 

Thefe grounds did in.fome n^fsafure prefs me now to the 
prefent-publifcing thereof; 

1 . That the import of this controverfy betwixt the Ro- 
milh and Reformed church, concerns the meaneft this d^y, 
no lefs than the more knowing and learned : and that to be 
a Proteftant in earneft muft neceffarily require a feeing the 
truth with their own eyes, yea, fuch a faith, as is the refult 
of a judgment upon diligent fearch,, convinced by the Scrip- 
ture. 

2. That it is an hour of great trial, iand of the power of 
darknefs, when the Pppiih adverfary is fo vifibly at work, 
almoft every where, to fow tares, whilft fo few, even of thefe 
who feem ferious in profelhng the truth, can give a clear ac- 
count of the groflhefs of Popery, and folid grounds of the 
Proteftant doftrine, when thus aflaulted; but lie naked 
thereto, as without defence, though abounding and cleared 
light hatli been held forth for that endj and at a fad disad- 
vantage to hold fad their profeflion by fufFering, if they 
fhould be called thereto as in former times. 

3. The vifible hazard of many young ones in this genera- 
tion to be made a prey of, and eafily poifoned with Popery; 
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who but feldom work out ifi their age and riper years, wh^t 
they thus drink in, In their youth. 

4. Th^it fuch an clTay feemed convincingly needful for 
thefe whofe agCj^^ want of time,, indjifp^ljtjion Jto read, or loath- 
ilefs to be at expehc^Hn buying books, is tod vifible a let for 
i}ieir improving what hath been more largely written by 
others. ' ** * 

5. That (as I hope it fiiall be found) what is of greateft 
weight or neceflary ufe to be knawn in thefe controverfies is 
here comprifed, though in f mall bounds; yet with fijch 
plalnnefs, that the meaneft reader may underftand and know 
the db£bine and principlfe^ o^ PoperyJ aiid^^htit atgum'efts* 
they pretend toi>6 moff fttong, hcfd foftK'in {{le qiieftiotis 
here propofed-, wrtK^ 'ekai* view of their direft'oppofition to 
th^Script^re, by" the aftfWei^^ thereto ^ 'W ais, in a vety few 
hours thefe fdr \VhoHi tfiis'ls "moft dcfi^tiid, may, ty reading 
it but fornetimes over; hfttve it To fur irhprdfTed oh them, as'to 
know how to anfwcr, and give a fdlid Account of theT'fotef- 
tant doiftrine, ind groiliiefs of Fopery, when aflaultedby a- 
ny feducers. If to any fuch this fmall efTay might be of ufe, 
I ^«ay then fay, the author hath not loft his defire and aini, 
whatever entertaiiiment it ihould othcrwife meet with. The 
time hafteireth, when that only, which tendeth to a folid 
peace with J^fus Chrift; will abide, and He near to the foiil, 
when the teftimony of men will be of fmall value. 

I fhail but add, that nothing is here charged on the Ro- 
mifh adverfaries, as their principles, which their own great- 
eft writers of the dciQirine of the council of Trent do not 
clearly atteft. The reader would confider, that thefe feftions, 
into. which this is divided, are with refpe£b to the particular. 
heads of th^; RomiSi doftrine; which are there handled.- 
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SECTION L 



^efi. " SEEING our greateft intereft Is to know the t,rutli 
and certainty of thatreligon we profefs, what is to be un- 
derdood by the Proteftant reformed religion; as under fuch i, 
defign^tion it is now held forth ?'* . 

ji^/» The Scripture, unto whdfe trial this oiFereth itfelf^ 
clearly (hewetb, that it is no new dodrihe brought in on the 
world, but the truth of Chriftianity, by the good hand of the 
Lord on the reformed church, confeffedj^aflerted and purged 
from the corruptions of Popt- ry 5 and hath the very fame 
grounds, to prove it, which the Chriftian religion hath. 

^ejl. " Is it not of late, the ijame of Proteitant, much lef$ 
as a churchy . was known, and from vifible appearances but 
little, to evidence its being and fucccffion in the worlds 
when Popery for many ages had a confpicuous and fiourifhr 
ing ftate?" 

Anf.^We, deny not the reformation to l^e lite, arid xbst 
name of Proteftant, which hath its rife from a fokmn protef- 
tation of feveral princes ^d cities againll Poperyj but thefe 
alfo are demohftrably clear. 

1. How it is the fame truth and religion of the apoftles 
and primitive church, wherein they walked, though, in a 
great meafure, after darkened, as Antithriftianilm gre,w up J 
which hath been unanfwerably proved to the world. 

Vol. IL 3 A 
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2« ^i%at vfi ute Scnpttm no gi'oiuul csti m XIicimJ for 9 
continual vifibility of the church, as an unite body, and in z 
ftourifliing outward ft-ite ; bat the contrary is foretold, how 
obfcure and low her condition ihould be during Antichrift'a 
reign : So as ^i place of hiding Hvay tben prepuredfor her^ Rer. 
xii. 6, 3. Yet even in the darkeft times, there did not want 
fome vifibility of the true church, by a continued fucceflion 
of witnefies to appear for the truth, and again ft the Romifh: 
apoftafy, which, «s a frefli river, made its way through that 
horrid lake without mixing with it. 

^e/t, *« What peculiar grounds are to prove this, or en* 
force a conviftion on others. That the Proteftant religion thit 
day is the pure and ancient Chriftian religion V* 

Anf, If men (hut not their eyes, none can deny thefe 
gr6ands as i teft of the ccitaittty thereof; 1. Its exaft con- 
ftmmty to the Bctipttnre, tnd to the gttimne tnd peripicwous 
fcnfe thererf; tharfi which ftothing is mote dear, \i we wiH 
but compare thefe together. 2, That the Proteftant religiott^ 
in all the *dfetitiate thereof, is the very fame, and exaOly a- 
j^ees with the faith of the Chriftian churrfi in tte firft thre6 
Centuries; atid for this we appeal our adverfaries to product 
hrA eflfential drfferenee betwixt the -one and the other ftoKi 
the records of thofe times, or any writing* of the father?!. 
3. Thattio evidence rati be given in contending forth^ 
Chriftian faith againft Heathens, and to hold forth the cer- 
itihity thereof, which doth hot undeniably anfwer to confirm 
Ae Proteftant religion. 4. TTiat in the writings of the 
^rcateft adiHerfariets wid their bitter invedives agafinft Chrif- 
tianity, who in the firft times did oppofe themfeK-es to the 
feme dofitrinc the 1?toteftatit dturch now owtiff, amd profef- 
fethf fuch as Celfus^ Tryp^orif Porphyry ^ Lvciafty J5*f. There 
IS not the fcaft mention of Popery in. any of thefe attide* a^* 
gainft llomifh fupremacy and infallibility, where they couM 
liave had fo gi^eat ndvantnge to objed ajpiinft the Chriftian 
taufe, and call its tmth in queftion: Nor did tlie Jews, who 
^objefted all they could aga it ift the Chriftian faith, in the leaft 
once mention any fuch points a« -are now controverted bc-^ 
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ffliHxt them mi ^. 5. It is ^li^air from unqjueAiposMe hiC. 
lory, and confei&^o of oyx ^er&vkft, ^hat a oofitinu^ fu<> 
cciTioA of oithQ4ox dolors, who di4 ^onfefs aod l;ca^b tl^ 
fame do£truiet for the fdbftancex that we om^x ha?^ ia p^ 
tiaies been waiO^ng &> the chi^vch, oor (ome vifible pact; %q 
vrUhftaod Popery, aiiul kec^ up ? witacfa to th« truth} eveii 
inthegreateft darkncfsi ^&ih€ StomiOi ivriters are forca^ 
to coofefsy That the Proteftants now ai^ tk^ fw^ which tl>f 
Waldenfe) were of old, aod the BerengAiians before theo). 

J^^. *< Doth not the Popifli religion foiuc^ oa fiu;}| 
grounds and pirincipk^, a6r can bring a fufficien^ ^ertaintj 
therewith c^ its tpmh, when it hath the decrees^ c»ti^^ and 
infaUiUe de(ci£ons of their church, to wanF^At the Xame, aft4 . 
of the Po'pe as fupceme headf" 

jinf. According to their dodrine and pffindples^ they ca^ 
Jiave ao poi^hle ^ercainty of their religidnt ^nor of th^ they 
pretend to found on: when, )• They are npt agreed, nor 
ever like to be, wbpthat infallible Judge isi, or ip, whom fuch 
an infallibility as they claiin is feaCed, wh^bear i^ ^ gi^ueral 
4:oancU, or the Pofte alone } Ux as they are kt greateft contra* 
4i4%ion to other, aboui the foundation of thei^ faith f nqr if 
ihis a coatro¥)erfy amofigft a fewi but one part ct their 
iphurch, with greateft heat, is opp^vTi^g the other therein* 
a* They can ha^e no a0i»Tance if they have a^y church at aU» 
uad whether moft of their Popes, bifhops and prie^ b^ not 
without baptifm, md ftUl laipks without oidinatioOi when 
iheir doi^rine and the council q( Trent fp OEprefsly hold tbc 
efieacy of all facraments (of which they reckon ordination 
jas well as baptifm to be one) to depend on the intent-ion of 
the prieft who oflkiatcs, of which none poffibly can be fur«- 
3. Such have no f ationj^l certainty of what they profefs to be* 
lieve, who are with their own confent ihutout from aH pro^^ 
per km>wl€dge of the Scripture, Jmd on the teftimony of 
men nuift refolve their faith. 4. Is it oti a matter of h&f or 
^ubtfui relation, they ground their faith', and adveiii* 
ture their immortal foAlj where fcaree a feadow, or fchool- 
prohlem is to beat up tbe'whole fabric of Pc^ry^ which i$ 
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;in aHcdgcd prefic^cncc of Peter amongft the tpoftlcs, wfill^ 
no demon lira tion can ever be given, that Peter was at Romc^^ 
or that he was biihop there, or if the fame privileges be en- 
tailed to his fucceifors, and how thefe (hould be chofcn in 
after-timrs? 5. According to their principles, tbey have no 
Bible, nor a y fuch authentic record, to prove religion; but 
M^atis a mafs of dead unfenfed chara£^ers, that hath no arti* 
culate voice or intelligible found, until the Romifli clergy put 
a ft-nft: thereon-, So that the very letter of the Scripture is 
mott evidently pa ffed irom. For myfelf, I dare fay, before 
him who knoweth all things, that I wouW tremWe or ftand 
in awe of any deceit or miftake in the matter of religion, and 
have in greateft canieft fought to be perfuadtd of the truth, 
without refpeft to intereft, party, or education, as that vvherc- 
in I know an eternal falvation is concerned; but can ftc no 
way to embrace Popery, except men turn Athcifts, yea, quit 
all religion and reafon at once. 

^ejl. «' Is not Rome the catholic and apoftoiic church, 
put of which there is no falvation ?" 

Anf We know thtre is a catholic church under the gof- 
pel, that confifts, of all who embrace the Chriftian faith, 
whether bond or free, Jews or Geutiles; and is to no parti- 
cular nation, people, or language, reilrifted, as under the 
law: But that the Romiih church can have no poffible claim 
here, is unanfwerable; i. Becaufe no inftitution is in the 
Scripture of fuch a church, as coniTUeth of all Chriftians 
fubj» fted to one human head, and fupreme governor under 
Jcfus Chrilt, on the earth; or where fubjc^lion to the Pope 
is made a condition to falvation. 2. It is clear, that in the 
apollles' time, and for many ages after,.the Chriftian catholic 
church had a b<*ing, when it had no depeftdance on the fee 
of Rome; nor wavS known by any fuch teft, as to own the 
Pope and his fupreme jurifdidtion; except it be averred, that 
there was one catholic church before the fetting up of Pa- 
pacy, and the other fince, eflentially different from the former. 
3. There is no accefs l;o deny that they are more and of 
greater extent in the world who embrace the Chriftian faith. 
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and haye no communion widi the fee of Rome, or their doc- 
trine, than fuch who are fubjefied thiereto. 4. As there ts 
one faith f and one Lord Jefus Cbrijl: fo is there but one bodyi 
^hich is his churchy united to him as her head, Eph. iv. 3, 4* 
which is the prerogative of the Son of God alone, and in- 
communicable to any to be head thereof, but he who for this 
aid died and rofe^ that he might he the Lord of the dead and of 
the livings Rom. xiv. 9. 

^efl. *< Yet is not ftill the fame Chriftian religion, at 
leaft for the fubftance, held forth in the Popifh doftrine 
which the Proteftant church owns ?" 

Anf Whatever in words fuch pretend, their principles, 
and the known doftrine of the council of Trent, can too vi- 
fibly refolve this, that thefe do not retain the Chriitian faith 
in the effentials thereof, but have razed the very foundation, 
who refolve not their faith on the Scripture and its divine 
authority, but on a human teftinrony; and deny religious 
worftiip to be due to the true God alone, but give it unto 
mngels and men alfo; who lay another foundation to build 
on than Jefus Chrift, another purgatory than his blood to 
purify us from all (in, another propitiatory facrifice to expiate 
-fin than his death nvho was once offered to bear the fins of many y 
Heb. ix. 28* another merit than his obedience, by which we 
are made righteous; and thus make void tlie great intent of 
the gofpel, laying down a way of life and falvation on the 
Came terms that it flood in the covenant of works. Cert.iinly 
we muft either quit the Scriptures, or acknowledge that no^ 
thing can be more deftruftive to the Chriitian faith, rcvcal- 
Jtd there, than fuch doftrine, . « 

^teji. " Is there no infallible rule and judge, to deter- 
mine herein, on whofe decifivc fcntcnce we may fecurely reft 
in the greateft controverfies ?" 

Anf. If wc own ourfelves Chriftians, this can be no debate, 
that the Scriptures, contained in the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, are the fupremc judge, the oracles of God committed 
to the church, ,Rom^ iii. 2. to give anfwers in every dark 
cafe; The type and form of found doBrine, Rom. vk 47. untp 
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whofe fef)teficc weare^ m »U matters both of faitb and ptae^ 
lioe* e»prcfsly refcnrci by the Lord, Ifo. vLii. ao^ To the lan^ 
0^4 Utbe tfflfmonj: IftheyJ^e^h not aef$rdiMg t^ ibi^ %f9rd^ it 
is be$at^ $btn it m iigit in thtm* 

SECTION IL 

^ejl. « SINCE the rule of faith n>»ft be plain and iii^ 
felligible, can the Scripture be fuch, which, according to the 
fopffh JoSiriwt i§ a mafs of dea<d and d-urk diarafters, until 
their church put a fenfe thereanr?" 

^«/I Its Own witnefs is cUkvy *. That it ijfmh as maieth 
Ae ftmple wifif Pfal. xix. 7. And a Light fiming in a dark 
flcb^y to which we are calkd to tah h^ed^ % Pet. i. 19. A 
ian^tomrfeetfFidhtxh. 105. 2. We fee, what is writ^ 
(en there m}msf9r our learning ^ Ronfi. xv* 4. and jgifen us for 
that end, that it twight be underftood. 3. It is clear, thij 
promife of ^he Spirit to Imd us mt9^ all tf'uih^ John xvi. i j. 
doth belong to every believer, as well s^s to the gtcateft doc- 
tors of the church who ea» pretend no extraordinary revela* 
^ion for leading of them. 4. We know the fathers and ancient 
church d^A ftill prove thfiir doftrine from the Scripture, as 
ei&t only of more authority, b^t more clear, than their com- 
ments. 5. Though fonie Scriptures be not fo plain as o* 
ihcrs, and feveral proph<Jcies fealed up, until their taking 
place in the event; yet nothing can be more pluin than the 
fundamentals of Chriflianity, and thofe Scripture-truths »e- 
ceflary to falvation: But the world may iEee k is not obfcurity 
. againft which their true cjuarrel is, but a too dear evidence, 
before which their intereft cannot ftand. 

^eft. « Yet, 18 this a fafficient ground for the Scripture'* 
being tranflated into our own language, fo a« every man 
may read, and have accefs thereto, which the R^rmfb church 
- fo exprefsly forbids, as the caufe of error and herefy ?" 

Anf, We know, i . The command is exprcfe for all te 
f«ad, and teach their children^ Deut. vi. i \\ 4. That und^ 
the law,^ the JewUh church had no r«ftraint^ and Ihould the 
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cfctrtth tibtrljc m a worfc t^aTe, ani fhre in tmrt itikhtkf 
3. Upon this account were the Bereans fo highly commend* 
ed, for examining the apoftles' doftrine, by the written 
word; which they couM netet hare done, if atty fwch re* 
ftraint to read the fatne had been upon them. 4. It is a 
ftrangt cote, to keep from the Hght for fear of going wrong; 
and when Chrift faith, Tou erty not knowrtg tht Scripturtr^ 
Mat. xxii. 2-2. that ignorance thettof ihould be the way to 
keep upright. ^ . " 

^jeft. " Is tt trot evident, t Pet. lii. i<. how Acre txt 
things hard to be xmderftood in Paul*^ epifties, which the 
Unlearned and nnftable Mrreft to their own deftru£kion?" 

jiff. It is there fliewed, t . Some things are more dark in 
die Scripture, which trone do deny. 2. We fee, thtrfe whci 
thus fturtibie, are fuch as wreft the word, and not of a faum* 
Mte, fotoer and feiibus fjpririt, by whom none will judge the 
apoftle here means the whole of believers within the church> 
except the do&ors thereof-; nor hath it more weight to for- 
bid Chriftians the ufe of ihce Scriptures, tind to read the 
firtnc, than the neceffary ufe ni mekt, beeaufe fome unfobcr 
abuTetJie feme to their hurt. ' 

^e/t. *< What inducement fliould the Jtom^ c lmi r h 
h«te to tefttain Chtiflians in tins, if it be fo vifibly croft 
totherele?** 

Anf They have (I Confefs) this ^plea for necefEtf; fince 
their cafe fo ftan*5, they mufl: either ruin t^cir intereft, and 
be difcovered in die greateft impofturc that ever was tnawn 
In the world, or have the Btbie (hut up, tjioi^h to ruin the 
fouls of many millions of the poor people ; nor is it ftrangt 
fuch hate the light, whoft deeds are eVH^ left they be 
teprdvedr 

SECTION, m. 

l^ejf. « IS it not to the church, and-to no private perfon, 
"|hat the fupterne authority and power of inteirprcting the 
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Scripture, and to be judge of. the true, feufi: thereof, doili 
belong?" 

Anf. The Scripture is the alone infallible rule for inter- 
preting itfelfj and to none, but to the Holy Gboft fpeaking 
to us there, can fuch authority be afcribed, i. Becaufe- the 
Scripture is the fuprerae ftandard, by which we are called 
to prove aU things ^ i Theff. v. 21. and /a know the fpiritSp 
whether they be of God or mt^ I John iv^, i . Yea, thus muli 
tlie doftrine of the church be known. 2. The fchfe of, the 
Scripture is the Scripture it felf, which thence only can be 
i)ught and underftoodby the fame Spirit, that indited it, 3* 
We fee by innumerable inftances, that where in one place 
it fpeaksmore darkly, it doth explain itfelf in another, and 
thus refers us to its own interpretation; ye;a, . bow with a 
greater light and plainnefs truths arc opened up in the New 
Tcftament,* which more- darkly, ^nd as iinder a vail, were 
held forth in the Old. . ....,,. 

^^* " But the Scripture is of no private interptetatloB,s 
therefore to the church. only it muft belong?" 

Anf. This only (hews the Scripture's^ interpretation c^n be 
fubje£ted to no human comments, nor have its authority of 
men, and from tneir private judgments, whatever place 
they bear in the church; but rpuft be fought from the Scrip* 
turc itfelf, and according to the analogy of faith; hut no 
ground in the lead to deny accefs ta private perfons, tor 
know and feek after the true fenfe of the Scripture. 

^ueji. " W at aflurance can any have, that fuch is the 
true fenfe pf Ihc Scripture, without fomc authoritative deci* 
Con of ithe church ?" 

Anf. We know, i. That the promife, John vii. 17. Hands 
good to every one of the fnints, If any man do my ivilly hi 
Jhall know my doBriney , whether it he of God or not: and fuch 
who obj £f this, dare not (I am fare) re{lri<a the giving of 
the Spirit for that end to their church-doftors only. 2. If 
the fenfe of any thiijg written can be underftood, then it is 
fure the moft weighty and necoiTiry truths of the Scripture 
are {b obviouily pUin, as they can bear no other fenfe and 
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meaning except men quit the very ufe of reafpn and ju fg- 
ment. 3. Where the Scripture is more dark, there want 
liot peculiar helps and means for a Chrifiian's attaining the 
true fenfe thereof; fuch as ferious prayer, the knowledge of 
die; original languages, and repairing to thcfe fountains 
themf^lves; advertency to the fcope and intent of the'lScrip- 
ture; yea, a dexterous cortiparing of one place with anoth- 
er, with a prudent ufe of the judgment ,nd comment :riiisf 
of fuch as hare written thereon, though not inipiicitly ta 
reft upon them. 

^fejf, " But hath riot the Scripture fo various fenfes, as 
flfcceflTarily requires a living and vifible judge, to decide 
wlien to take it in a literal or in a figurative fenfe?" 

^nf. It concerns the Romifh church to impofe divert 
fenfes on the Scripture, that it may have none at all: tho* 
we* deny not fome figurative exprefiions, the true fenfe 
whereof muft be undcfrflood from what is the obvibus in- 
tent, as- the fcope of fuch a Scripture, and not the very 
words themfelves; fuch as Mat. v. 29. Iftlnneeyeoffmdtheii 
piuckitout, Pfal. xci. 13. Thou Jhalt tread upon the Hon ^ and 
the dragon: But it is moft clear, i. That one, true and ge- 
nuine fenfe the Scripture only hath, from the words rightly 
underftood, which is the literal fenfe 5 and thence only ar^ 
guntents can be taken to prove any truth. 2. That in truths 
neceffary to falvation is nothing figuratively exprcffed, but 
what is with greateft plainnefs, to the difcerning of a^l, held 
forth. 3. What the Romifh church pleads for, of an Alle^ 
goric^ Moral and Typical fenfe, they are n6 difF-rent fenfes 
of Scripture, but a diff^irent application and accomodaticw 
of one and the fame Scripture divers ways, in the ujfe' 
whereof much caution and fobriety is needfvifl : And thottgli 
a neceffary rrfpcft is to be had always to the 'type, and the 
thing typified; yet even there is the fenfe ftiil^ne and tb^ 
fame. 
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SECTION IV. 

^i/f* ** HOW know you the Scripture !• of God!, ttr 
e«n be infallibly fure of its divinity, but by the churched 
its tcftimony?" 

jifi/. We deny not this to be a peculiar motive and in- 
d\icenatent for a high apd reverend efteem thereof, and a mi*' 
nifterial help to our faith, though vi'^ith no authoritative do* 
minion over' the fame. But, i. The Scripture is known by 
its own light, and thefe exprefs charadliers and marks of di- 
vinity it bears, which convincingly fiiew whofe it is, lb as the- 
meaneft Chriftian may know this, without any human tefti*^ 
mony. 2. There needs alfo the inward work of 4he Spirit 
to beget a firm and thorough perfualion thereof upon th^ 

fouL r 

^e/l» •* But how do you know, you perceive fuch a light 
ffr the Scriptures, as you fpeak of? Or can make it appear 
to otbers> that you are not deceived therein I" 

Anf. None will diftruft their own eyes, though by no ar* 
guments they can perfuade thofe who are blind, that they 
really behead fo excellent a light as the fun: But it is (Irange 
and abfurd to demand a reafon of fenfe; or for a blind man^. 
to require him who ieeth to prove unto him by argument^ 
that he certainly fees and beholds fuch things. 

^eji. << Is not this to run in a round and circle, from th^ 
Scripture ttJ the Spirit and from the Spirit again to the Scrip* 
ture, when thus you know by the Spirit's revealing the Scrip- 
ture to be the word of God, and that revelation to be true 
by the Scripture?" ^ 

Anf* No ground is> here for any fuch challenge. 

J. Becaufe we admit no private or particular revelation of 
the Spirit, 10 afiure us of the truths diiierent from what is- 
revealed in the Scripture itfelf. 

2. It can be no circle when it is fo clear, the Scripture 
jlnd Spirit mutually prove one another by different ways and 
not in the fame manner: For it is by way of argument that 
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«tfic Scripture proves the certainty of the Spirit holding out 
fuch truths, whence we know how to difcem the Spirit; 
but efFeftively, and as an inftrument, doth the Spirit prove 
the Scripture, by enabling us to fee that marvellous light 
which is therein. 

3. As hath been already cleared, there are arguments of 
ancither nature, and independent on the teftimony of the 
Spirit, by which the divinity of the Scripture can be foiidly 
known and demonftrated. 

, i^»5^. ** Can you know the Scripture is canonical, or that 
thefe apocryphal books, which Prateftants reje<ft, are no part 
thereof, without the church^ decifion ?** 

Auf. We know, i. That thefe were never acknowledged 
in the canon of the Scripture, by the Jtnvifb church before 
Chrift, to which the oracles of God were committed, riot 
read and expounded in their fynagogues, as their moft an- 
cieift writers, and of the greateft credit amongft them, wit- 
nefs. ^ 

2. They were not written in HArtw^ the language of the 
church, before the coming of Chrift, in which all the books 
of the OtdTeJiament were generally written. 

3. Though with that fevere caution, was the ancient 
church careful to keep the Scripture, fo as the number of the 
verfes and letters thereof was moft exaftly reckoned, and 
looked to; yet none of thefe apocryphal books were ever re- 
ceived or admitted by them. 

4. By the primitive church, after the apoftles, fuch were 
ndt owned in the canon of the Scripture though by fome al- 
lowed to be read for inftruftion of manners. 

5. They are convifted of notorious falsehood in mdny 
places, both of do£^rine and hiftory, which all may fee re- 
pugnant to truth, and the analogy of faith. 

^tejl. «i But what certainty can be on Ac credit of a 
ttranflation, that all know to be fallible?" 

Anf. Nothing can be more for moral aflurance when it is 
fo clear, 

I. That the truth of our tranflationsj though in div«r$ 
3B'a 
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times and different languages, yet all agree in the mai^ ais^ 
fubllance. 

2. That folid relief is at hand, to go unto the fountains 
themfeJves, the origii^al languages, and fee with their own 
eyes, if the tranflations thereof be not faithful and truei 
which by a little pains ai>d diligent ufe of helps fbr fuch an 
end, is in our power to attain. 

3. It is not on naked words, but on the clear and genuine 
fenfe thereof, in whatever langiiage. held forth, that we found 
our faith; nor pan any deny the Scripture trut ly rendered in 
Englifti to be the word of God, though not' in the very fame 
charafters in which the prophets wrote the fame. 

4. Thefe evidences of the Scripture's divinity, that it en- 
lighteneth the eyes, and converts the foul, with its authority 
overtht confcience, we know to be no kfs difcernibly and 
convincingly witntffed in men's vulgar language through aU 
ages, than in the Greek and Hebrew. I 

♦ 
SECTION V- 

^eji* " IS the Scripture of a fufficient foundation of 
feitli for a private Chriitian, which, according to the Romijh 
doftrine^ mud have its authority from the cimrch, without 
which it can be no Scripture, nor canonical?" 

Anf. They are indeed, concerned to put doyi^n all divine 
record, that they njay be alone judges in their own caufe^ 
But we know, 

1. That the apoftolic church had no fuch claim, 2 Ccir. i. 
24. Not that ive have dominion over your faith. 

2. That they did bound their authority within the limits 
of the Scripture, Gal. i. 8. Though we^ or an angel from 
heaven^ preach any other doBrine than that nve have preached t^ 
you 3 let him be acuirfed. 

3. Thus fliould the church's witnefs be of greater credit 
and weight than the word of God.- 

4. There is no authority, even the Romifli church can prc- 
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tend to, but what they plead from the S€r^>tttf€; therf fore it. 
cannot be dependent upon the church. 

5 Should this be admitted, the Chrjftian caufe were loft, 
in contending againft Atheijis and Infidels; nor any poffible 
accefs to convince thefe: For what could that argument of 
the churches authority be to them, who own no fuch thin^? 
' 6. If on this the Scripture be admitted, our faith fhould 
then refolve on the teftknony of men, and be but a human 
feijth. 

^ejl, ** But muft every private man be his own judge^ 
and not the church, to put what fenfe he pleafeth on the 
Scripture?" 

Anf. It is clear, i. That there is a private judgment of 
difcretion ^he meanqft Cbriftian hath to know and difcern 
the truth, that his fervice may be reafonable fervice, Rom. 
xii. J. and his faith a rational a£l:: For every man mujt prove 
his rwn nvork, Gal. vi. 4. 

2. We deny not a public and minifterial judgment to the 
church, which in greater and lefler fynods may be paffed, 
where pallors and elders are aflembled by the ordinance of 
Chrift, though here no blind obedience is impofed^ fince thi$ 
only can be according to the law, and in purfuance of it, not 
above it, But to the Holy Ghoft alone can a fupremacy, 
and a fovereignty of judgment, in matters of faith belong j 
fince, There is but one lawgiver ^ who is able tofave and d^efiroy^ 
Jam. iv. 1 2. and no power againjt the truths but for it^ 2 Cor. 
%nl 8. 

^«/^. " Are we not called to hear tVc church, Mat. xviii. 
17. and implicitly rely on its fentcncef* 

Anf. That command hath refpeft to church-fenfure, and 
againft contumacy j but to impofe no implicit obedience, ox 
fubjeft the Scripture authority to men 5 when it is fo clear, 

1. That the furtheft obfervance of the apoftle was to be 
fuch, as might not go without thefe bounds; Be ye followers 
cfme^ as lamxof Chrifl, 

2. This were to divide faith and knowledge from one a- 
pother, and an exprefs contradifting of that, i Pet. iii. 15. 
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Ti h reaif49 give a reajon of faith within usy U every one ivhp 
demands. 

3. Thus men might be faved without believing there is a 
Chrtft and the gofpcl. ' ' 

4.. Thus many were under a neceffity to live .and die infi- 
dels, if they muft only hear what the Romi(h church fays, 
and not read the Scripture themfelves, who, in fome remote 
parts of the earth, or by a clofe imprifonment, may be fliut 
up, fo as they can have no poflibk converfe with that 
church.' 

SECTION VI. 

^eji. " IS there no fupreme, vifible; and infallible judge 
placed in the church, upon whofe decifion we may fecurely 
reft in all matters of faith and confcience ?'* - 

Anf, This article is indeed of great weight to the Ronrifli 
church, fo as their whole intereft feems to ftand or fall ac* 
cordingly: But it is clear, 

1. Thv:y muft bring another Bible than the Old and New 
Tertament to prove this, or let us fee th€ leaft commiffion and 
warrant for any fuch judge there, as they plead for. 

2. It is contrary to the command, i Theff. v. 2i. Prove 
mil things y and hold f aft that ivhich is good* 

3. None can deny the apoftles were fallible, though not 
in their doftrine, (being therein immediately infpired by the 
Holy Ghoft) when fo ignorajit of the death, fufFerings, and 
refurreftion of Chrift ; and it is fure, Peter was far from this 
infallibility, when he denied his Mafter; and after he was 
confirmed, and had that affurance given 'that his faith (hould 
not fail, (which is one great foundation of the pretended 
Romifh infallibility) when Paul withjlood him to the facey 
Gal. ii. II. 

4. This power doth the Pope challenge over the Gentiles, 
^s beirtg Peter's fucceffor; when it is clear, that Paul was 
the apoftle of the Gentiles, by the appointment of the Holy 
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Gbbft» and Peter's own confentj Rom. xi. 17. AAsxiii. 2« 
Gal. ii. 9. ' 

5. And do not all know, what decrees of councils have 
been againft councils, and Popes againft Popes? 

^efl. " Is not Peter that rock, on which Chrift promifed' 
to buiW the church, Mat. xvu i8?'' 

jfnf, It is manifeit, that by this was exprefsly meant the 
do£trine and profellioa then made of Ghrift's being the SoA 
of God; yea, that the fame power given to Peter, was, in 
as exprefs terms, given to the reft of the apoftles, Mat^ , 
xviii, 18. John xx. 22. And where it is faid, Te are buHi 
upon the foundation of the prophets and apoftles f Eph. ii. 20. no 
difference is in the leaft put betwixt Peter and the reft: Yet 
here is the great foundation of their church, 

^eft. << Does not this prove fuch an infallibility, that the 
church is the pillar and ground of truth, i. Tim. iii. 15?" 

^nf This was not faid of the church of Rome, to evince 
her particular claim thereto beyond other churches^ but here 
clearly is fhewed the ftability and fixednefs of the Chriftiaa 
church, unto which the oracles of God were committed^ 
and no poi&ble reafoning thence for any infallibility to any 
church on earth. "^ 

^fft. " Is there nothing from the Scripture, to (hew a 
difference betwixt Peter and the reft of the apoftles, as to ^ 
his precedence, and that the monarchy of the church was 
eftablifhed in his perfon?" 

jinf. We find this was exprefsly prohibited .by Jeius 
Chrift to the whole apoftles, without eisception, that no fuch 
abfolute authority Ihould be by any of them claimed, Mat« 
xxiii. I o. Be ye not called mafters;. for one is your mafier ev^ti 
^Chrijl: But, if aity ftiadow were for this, it might feenv 
more applicable to Paul^ when he faith, Befdes thefsy the cars 
ef all the churches came upon me^ 2 Cor. xi. 28. If this had. 
been faid of Peter, the Romiib writers would have made a» 
ilra^ige noife; as if they had found one demoafl^atioa ib« 
allj to fecure that intcreftr 
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SECTION VIL 

^ejl. " CAN th^ Scripture be a fuflBcient rule of faith, 
and fufHcient to -decide controverfies in the church, without 
the help of unwritten traditions?" 

Anf. It is, I. Becaufe the alohe way for being favcd, is, 
in following what is written there, John xxv 31. Thefi 
things are nvritteti^ that you may believe that Jefus ii the Chri/l, 
and that believing you might have life through his name. 2. Ik 
18 a ftill and futBcient rule, containing ail thihgs neceflary, 
both to believe and do, 2 Tirti. iii. i^. From a child thou bafi 
ino^n the holy Scriptures ivhich are able to make thee nvife unto 
falvaiiony through faith ivhich is in Chrijl J^fus: Yea, it is 
there (hewed to be profitable for do^ine^for reproofs for cor* . 
reElioHyfor^inJiruElion in fighteoufnefs: that the man of God may 
he perfeEl^ thoroughly furnifhed unto all good works. 3 It is 
«xprefsly againft the Scriptures, to impofe any human tra- 
ditions on the church, for fubjefting our faith thereto, Deut. 
iv. 2. Thoujlmlt not add to the words which I command thei. 
. ^efl. " But doth not the apodie command to hold fall 
the t^adit^ons, whether by word or epiftle, delivered to us?** 
aTheff. ii. 15. ^ 

Anf It is there fliewed, i. That the apoftolic authority, 
whether in fpeaking or writing, was the famej and that to 
both the church was to give the fame credit. 2. That what 
was taught by the apbftle by word, was the very fame de- 
livered by epiftle: but thence can be no ground for receiving 
the traditions of the church of Rome^ which are not only dif- 
ferent from the Scripture, but vifibly contrary thereto, when 
neither .Scripture, reafon, nor antiquity, difcover their being 
dehvered by the apoftles. 

^4(fl. " Is not oral tradition fuch as cannot poffibly de- 
ceive, whereby the Chriftian faith, and true fenfe of the Scrip- 
ture hath been delivered down from hand to hand, and from 
one age to another?" 

Anf To this of Jate- doth a part of the Romifh church flee, 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



PKOTESTANT fAi1*H. i^S 

riiough nothing more vifibly repugnant to ScHpture and rea- 
fon, if men but open their eyes to fee, i. That 'n6 more furc 
and plain delivery of the truth can he to Us, by fpeaking than 
by writing; nor can it be poffibly judged, how a certa(inty of 
the fenfe of their traditional doftrine fliould be mote thin 
that of the Scripture. 2. This were to refolve our faith, 
not on the teftimony of God in his word, bu on what the fa-* 
thers and fore-fatherS have told to the children ; and in tffi&, 
to pnfs from all certainty of the Chriftian faith, and to deny 
that doctrine of Chrift, and way of being eternally faved, 
which, with moft convincing evidence, is delivelred to us in 
the Scripture. 3. We fee how far tradition in a few ages 
difft-reth from itfelf, and hath been the rife of fuch fabulous 
romances, the world is full of about matters of faft, from 
former times; yea, how oft the church hath been almoft 
fwallowed up of ignorance and error: fo that if one would 
trace back the divinity of Chrift by tradition, they fhould go 
near to lofe the fcent, when it came to Athanafius* time, 
whilft the whole Chriftian world feemed to be Atian. 

^eji. « f s there no neceffity of tradition, when the Scrip- 
ture is not fufficient to refute all herefies in the church?" 

Anf. Can it be poffible to underftand heredes, but as they 

are againft the Scripture, or how to have another conception 

thereof, and yet that not ffifHcient for their refutation ? Thii 

is, I confefs, a doftrine meet for fuch, who can make con- 

^ tf adiftions meet and agree at their pleafure* 

SECTION VIIL 

^ejl. " HAVE we not fafe and urianfwefable ground, 
from the antiquity of the Romijh doflrine, and its long con- 
tinued fucceffion, to found an infallible aifurancc of its 
truth?" 

Anf. None can deny thefe, i.' That the Scripture is the 
trueft antiqi^ity; and what is not according to this, is a no- 
velty brought in on the church. 2. That the rife and pedi- 
gree of the man of fin piuft be traced bacfc to the very times 

Vol. II. * 3 G ' 
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of ^e ^poftlcj^, in his bepmiing *o woTk# M^hofc gwdud 
hre?kiqg-i^p .did then h^ften to » ropre full appeajrance. ' 3. 
flo^t it i^ m.Qft cjiear ^Ifo tjaju A^ primiti?? chj^irchj for fomc 
;^es, knew np fuoh ^hing as popery, to fo hprrid a corrupt- 
if»g <?f the Cbriftjan dP<Srine, that after followed j npr M^hat 
aQ .^niverf^l biihop, and his infallibinty me.aned. 

^j/?. ^« BwJt c?iH any cridencc J>e fpund, from thcfc BxSt 
times of theChriftian church, tiiat vUl iipport a contrad^d- 
iitg of th« Pppife dodrine, ^s ijt is now pirofeifed ?'* 

jin/. There ^r.e no accidents where the thing itfelf hath no 
being, nor co^ld thefe poflihly write agaiijft Popery^ in fuct 
heads, as the Romijh infallibility, the worfliip of unages, and 
fgiints^ &c, before they were once brpHght to light •, )b^t -by 
undj&piab}e coafequeilce i,t ia clear, they held the Scripture ta 
he the alone rul^e and f Qun4ation of the .Chriftian faith : there- 
for,^ not the R^mjb church. And that the counfel of God 
was clcariy r.ev.eal.efl in the fame; therefore not to be fhut up 
is the fountain, of errpjr: yea, that there are byttwo placet 
after death, without the Jp^ft touchy pr mentioning fuch a 
thing as purgatory. This alfo was the kn,own do6binc of 
the firft times, Tl^t faith in Chyift was the alon^e way of ial- 
Yat^on^ therefore not by our own nj^rit. 

gECTION IX. 

^eji. " Is not the dpftriuie of pxerit, for which the ^d- 
mi/h church fo much contends, agreeable to the Scripture, 
and fuch as we may fecurely reft upon; that men by their 
own righteoufnefs, and the merit of works may be favcd ?" 

Anf> It is cleatr, we muft gp to heayen by merit, though 
notour own; yea, upon the e^^adeft terms of jufticc^ it is 
due to him who hath paid ;the price to the utmoft value, 
that none of his purchafc be loft; but to us it is only of 
gta^e : nor can fuch works be meritorious, where, i . Wc 
owe all, and do nothing which is not a debt upon us, being 
mt our onjun^ but bought nvith a pricey i Cor. vi. 17. 2. -Where 
no e<^uality, proportion, ox fuitablenefs can be betwi^ the 
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frdrt and tfte ttvrztd'y as fe cfc?ar, i Cot^. W. tf. Rdftt. iii. 
*28. ^. WhicE at the Beft haVfe^ foine fpd< a'lirf ftaitr cfeaVirig 
thereto, aiid cotnt fo ftiofrt td dfif^*r T)«rhat the hw fcc[tiir^^i 
Ifa. Ixvi. 4. Mt tue dr^ ali di aft ((ficMh ihih^;, ttni all m^ 
flghtmfmfs nsfilfhy ^dgs. 4, It f^irtoft Siti^l^ cbirtt^ff ib 
the. Sctipttnre, Rbnt. ii. 6. Ifi^^^at^^ ii U Ho Mdi^tdfhvMs^ 
ttherHjoife grace i/fio Mh ^ftid. Rom. iv. 4, i%«> f<^ ilm thid 
ivorhefh is the feivni'H ftdt ndoned of gtdt:% hi ofdibi; but h 
him nObd ^vrketB n(ft bkt hlit^ifh in him iOtd jt^ijieth the Un- 
godly y his faith is €biinieJ[ f6)r vighteoufiiep ; atfd dhap' Hi. if. 
Wherefore we coHcWde^ thdt nJbeate jUjlifed h^fdth nJbithiSiathe 
d'eedi of the laHu. 

^ejl. « Yet, ntay rtot fome in in uncotitefted ft ate da- 
fcr>e a confeifrmg of grace uj)6n thefft, by ptittlfig ^heWfdV^s 
forth to the dtfmoff for their own conVerfion*, \^hich the Kth^ 
ini/h chutch calleth fh6 inttXt of congrmtyr 

Anf From the Scripture it is clear, that, htioit feft'ef^Ag 
grace, all are the childVen of wtath, ^xrho of tft^mfcflveaf can- 
not fr^me their tfeovghts to that ivhich is g^tf, fldr h^ve ah 
aQive coticurrence fof fucha chafige, i Cor. Hi. ^. And* that 
the t\6tit caufe, which rtaketh one to ilftir ftom another, h 
that, Rom. ix. 15. Iwill ha'v^ iftel^cy ^H nvhoni 1 Mil fjdvi 
. tnerc^» Thefeforie no plea for rtefit, by atiy improvemeiTLt 
of meVs itatiiral abifities. 

^tjf. « Btit Aq t\6t the' tf^orkd of the i*e|eiierat6, SwhieK 

follow jdftificatioii, defeirve tittmX Kfe, fiof fi^om the iihpu^a^- 

' tion of Chrift's righteoufnefs, but from their 6wfi Jh'fnfific 

worth, and proportionablenefs to the reward, which is called 

the merit of condignity?** 

Anf This were to fubvert the whole contrivance of tht 
gofpel, which is a judicial ttahsferrifig our fin, as a debt on 
. Chrift the furety; and of his righteoufnefs and merit, t6 be 
imputed to tfs for oat j'uftification, without any refpe£t t6 
works : And layiiig down the Very fame way of fife, which 
was in the covenant of works; as is cfeai?, a Cor. v. if. 

^/£/?. <f Is not heaveft heM forth as a reward, fo as our 
iCrorks db merit by bargairf atld covenant, IVlat. x*. HV^ 
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Anf. No wwJttd pf debt can be found there, as that ^9fl\vAt 
\% in ftri£l juftice due; but to fhew it is only of grace, and 
no proportion betwixt tfeat which is given, and their work- 
ing: Wc fee thefe who come in at the laji hour^ had the fame 
pieafiire with them who had wrought all the day^ Mat. xx. 9. 
Nor can any merit bq in that claim and reckoning; the 
greateft labourer muft ftill fay when he hath done all that he 
can, That he is but an unprofitable fervant^ Luke xvii. 10. 

^wg/?. ** Is it not promifedy Rev. iii 4. That fome /ball walk 
with Chrijl in white ^ becaufe they are worthy?*^ 

Anf. Thex;e it is clear, the Lord doth account them fo, 
whom he hath accepted in his Son, and for whofe fake alone it 
is, I Cor. IV. 7. For who makeththee to differ f ram another ? ^nd 
n^hat hajl thouy which thou hajl not received? Then^ if thou (j^d/i 
receive it^ why dofl thou glory as if thau hadft not received? . 

^efi. " Is there no neceffity of works here, even in order 
to falvation?'* 

Anf. We know, (i.) This is the way in which God hath 
(:ommanded us to w^lk, for pur attaining falvation* {2.) 
Though they be not caufes of our juftificatian, yet they arc 
neccflarily required in the fubjeft, and perfon juftified, as the 
infeparable fruits of juftifying faith, by which it is made evi-* 
dent to others. Jam. ii. 16. (3.]) They are of fingular ufe for 
a Chriftian's comfort and afTurance. (4.) They bring much 
lipnour to God, John xv. 8. But it is fure, nothing can he 
more clear than the doftrine of the reformed church is, in 
aflerting this. 

SECTION X. 

^efl. «* IF there be no human fatisf^ftion and merits 
Y^hat fafe adventuring can be on the overmeriting of fomc 
for others; and that treafure in the church of Rome's hand> 
from the works of Supererogation^ whereon their abfolution^ 
and indulgences depend?" 

Anf So horrid an impofture may let us fee, what it is to 
be given up unto ftrong delufion: when it fo clear, ( u) Thsi^ 
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the wife virgins could fpare no oil out of their lamps to oth^ 
crs, Mat. xxv, 9. (2.) That every one mujl prove his awn wori^ 
and hear hij own burden j Gal. vi. 6. (3.) If we credit the ful- 
nefs of Chrift's fatisfaftion, and its infinite value, as the 
Scripture holds its forth,. Heb. X. 14. Who by one offering hath 
perfeSed for ever^ thofe who are fanElified; and Heb. vii. 25. 
That^ he is able to fave to the uttermojl; then no ufe can be al- 
ledged for this fupply of human fatisfaftion. (4.) Let men 
but exercife reafon, and confider how this poffibly can be 
known, that fuch an overplus of merit is fure, or more than 
they need themfelves; and where any rule can be found j 
which the Scripture never (hewed, how to apply the fame, 
or in whofe hai}d this truft is to be put. 

^ejl. " Is not the fatisfaftion of Chrijd only for the 
guilt of mortal fins, and to free ws from eternal punifliment, 
but not from temporal? therefore we fee a filling up of what 
is behind of the fufFerings of Chrift for his body, which is 
the church, Col. i. 24 ?" 

Anf» I. It is clear, that Jefus Chrift made a perfeQ: recon- 
ciliation for fin, Dan. ix. 24. Johni. 29. and no mite left for 
us to pay, by him who anfwered the full price. 2. What the 
apoftle there fhews, none can aver, was of Chrift's expiatory 
fufFerings; but to Ihew that, as his fufFerings were the price 
of our redemption, fo were they a feal and witnefs to the 
truth, John xviii. 37. In which refpeft the faints alfo have 
their (hare, in all f olio wing* ages, to fill up the fufFerings of 
Chrift, in his body which is the church, as a teftimony to 
the truth, which the great witnefs himfelf did feal and con- 
firm with his blood, who before Pontius Pilate gave a good 
confeffion. 

^tej}. << Yet may not this warrant fuch plenary indul- 
gences and absolutions of the Romijh church, and a power 
to apply the merit of others which is fo exprefs, John xx. 
23. IVhofe foever fins ys: remits fhall be remitted ?^^ 

Anf, It is a fad commentary, deftroying the text which 
here hath refpeft to church cenfures, and is to {hew what 
authority the minifters of Chrift arc clothed with, and 
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ittipoi)(^teWd by thtlr rcii^fi commiffioH, ia (fcclafr^ Ciiiutri 
bound, 01* loofed froiW th«ii^ fins, accotding to the vaKdity of 
ttat dc^larat^e fentence, tflit*s cerrftired, a^ flicy folTaw that 
ffctlefor th^ farft'c, Ji*t the exefcifcof churcB-difcipIine; hui 
ftot tl^ fcaft gffoftitfd feher6 for fucK pkti2irf mdulgefttred they 
pretend, 6t fo aWbkd and reHe^c fouls out of Purgatory. 

SECTION XI. 

^(/f. *^ I& flicre fiot clear ground for the do£lrihe of 
I^urgatofy, whereoh a great: ffrefs of man-y of the Romf/S 
principles viiibfy lies, that though there be an acquittance 
from eternal death for the ti'uely penitent, yet is there ar place 
aft^r this Kfe, v^^here they ntuff for a time be tormented,^ 'and 
frrfFer theft^ pains of Putgafory, to expiate venial fin«, "CrhicB 
^ fheir prayers^ and penances here cbuld not do?*^ 

Anf, The Scripture hath revealed no fuch thing: Eiut! 
thence it is clear, i. That fin by the hk>6d of Chrrff orfiy 
can be e^ipiated^ and is his work alone, #ho ^afB purged our 
ftns hiffifelfy Heb. J. j. 2. That forgivenefe from the l,ord 
fo thofe who repent, xs \(^ii;h no refcrVe of veniaf fin^, or t 
femporal pimifliment for fuch tp fatisfy juftice, Ezek. xviii. 
i2. All his trafifgreffions '(vhich h'e hath commit ted y Jhedl iiot hi 
ittefitioned. Heb. viii. 1 2. / tvilt he merciful to theit ttnright^ 
ioufnefsi and their ftns and iniquities I tviil retfienthet no more, 
3. From'the Scripture we can know only a twofold flfate of 
tt^n after this life, John iii. 36*. and two Ways that accord- 
ingly lead thereto, Mat. vii. i^. Strait is the *waj that leadetJi 
tmio Itfe^ and the tuay to defituElion hroad. 4. The apoftlcr 
fheweth that no middle place is betwixt the faints' being uit- 
cfothed and clothed upon, 2 Cor. ▼. 1,2. 5. The unconverted 
tliief found no Purgatory by the way, who had no penances^ 
noi* church-indulgences to Jead him by the fame, if the infi- 
nite merits of Chrift were nfot fufficient for all : In a word> 
^13 doth manifeftly charge God with injuftice, as cxa^ng 
double C^tisfaftion for fin, one from Chritl, the other form 
the fianer. 
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^eft. «^ Bj>t* doth pot tjte apoftle flicw dicrc is a bcii^ 
faved, yet fp as ty fire, i Cor.iy. 15.?" 

Anf* Notbing can be mor^ plaip, if any read th?t Scrip- 
tyre, than that there is a figurative expreffion, and the fame 
with yen 13. The fire Jhall try ^very m^n^s work: WhicU 
i)one can .expo^ynd to be Pur^ory; but that not without 
temporal lofs, Co as to hav,e their woxis burned, thcfe fli^ 
cfcape. 

^efi, " Are not fome fins yenial, which a temppral pu- 
nifliment may be fj^fficient to expiate; and tjierefojre fucji 
pain$ do follow ^n here, as might eviAce ^ Purgatory after 
this?" 

Anf. It is fure, 1 . That the wages of Jin is deaths Rom. vi. 
23. PixsA no difference thejre is (hewed betwixt venial and 
mortal. ^. If a full acquittance fron; the guilt and puniih- 
ment of (in, be by Jefus Chrifl, and Aat he hatli paid the 
V^hole pric^, no fatisfafkiop to juftice .cap be of ufe for tem- 
poral punishment. 3. It is dear, the moft Iharp x:hailiie-. 
ments of the f^nts in this lite are for healing, and no effe£l 
of vindictive juftice, i^or.can give the leaft ground to plead 
for human fatisfa<StAon, or fuch a thing as Purgatory after 
this life. 

SECTION XIL 

^«£/?. « BUT is ichere no.Script;ure-warrant, for the R^ 
mflj mafs, as a reaj, external facrifice propitiatory, for the 
living an4 the dead^ a^d that whexei^ the body of Chrift ia 
really oflToired uf? 

Anf. It is clear, i . That not the leaft footftcp of a fa- 
orifice, or of jQhrjft's oflfering Iws body and blood was in 
the firft inftitution of the eucharift: Nor in thcfe offices 
giyen to the church, of ^g/?^x, p<{liQrs% teacher s^hsfc. Rom. 
kiir 6, 7., ?. I Cor. xii. g»8. is there raentioai of any fuch, as^ 
a facrifice of Chrift'§ body, a No external facrifice can be 
now under the New Teftament, thefe under the law being 
only typical of that which was accompliflved in Jefus Chrifl, 
/ 
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who offered himfelf but oncey Heb. vii. 27. Andhy thts.ene^ ^ff^* 
ing hath perfeEied for ever them that are fanSfified^ Heb. x, 1 8. 
So as this^ denieth the perfe£l:ion of Chrift's offering, and his 
'cverlafting priefthood. 3. No facrifice can be propitiatory, 
which is without blood ; (incc without that, there is no re^ 
tnifftoriy Heb". ix. 22. 4. It is clear, in a true facrifice, the 
thing facrificed muft be deftroyed in the aft of facrificing, 
which none dare fay of the bleffed body of Chrift; nor can 
it be conceived, how a repetition of the offering up of Chrift 
fiiould really be, and not of his fufferings alfo* 

^«£/?. " Can it be denied but feme offerings are even un- 
der the New ^ejiament unto God ?" 

Anf. We know in the Lord's Supper there arc offerings 
of praife and love, with a folemn commemoratio'n of Chrift 's 
death; but no external facrifice there, or the leafl (hadow of 
ground from the Scripture for it. 

• ^ejl. "Did not MeUhifedek offer bread and wine, who 
was the prieft of the moft high God? Gen. xiv. 18." 

Anf. His bringing it forth to Abraham is there fhewed, but 
nothing to fhew his offering of it, or what could giver ground* 
for the idolatrous fervice of the mafs, though on this they 
lay its greateft weight. 

^eji, " Are there not priefts now in times of the gofpcl, 
asunder the law?" 

Anf, We know orie only eternal high-prieft, who is fuch 
as can have no fucceffor; and it is clear, Heb. vii. 26. that 
the prieft,^ and the offerer, under the New Tefamenty Jhouid 
he holy ^ tindefiledy and feparate from fmners; Which I jtidgc 
they dare not own. But what do they mean thereby, fined 
it mufl either be to repeat over again Chrift's facrifice, which 
is impoffible and blafphemous, or to prefijnt what was then 
done by him, which is a facrament and no facrifice? Yea, 
even in this are they manifeflly divided, to give an account 
wherein the a<9:ion of facrificing confifls, whether in the 
words of confecration, This is my bodys or in putting it on 
the altar. 
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>^uejl. " Yet, may riotfome be pre font there -v^itha fafe 
confcience, when no evil is intended ?" 

Anf. We ought not, from tbefe grounds, i. The fcandal^ 
and offending of our brother, which is not to be judged froml 
our intention, but from what is manifeft to others, in' our 
doing fuch a thing. 2. The hardening of Papifts in their 
way, this being a fpecialXymbol of their profellion, whereby 
they are difcerned. 3. It were an obvious dif&mulation be- 
fore God, and with the adverfary in that profeffed commu- 
nicating with them in an external part of worfliip. 

SECTION XIII. 

^ue/}. " IS it not an cffential of the Chriftiaxj religion^ 
that fiich a precife number of facraments is, and jieithet 
more nor fewer than feven as is the doiftrine of the Romijb 
church?" 

Anf, It is indeed an eflential 6f their religion, but fuch as / 
could never fticw its warrant from the Bible, where two fa- 
craments only can be found of Chrift's appointment, Bapttfm 
and the Lord's Supper^ as having thefe requifites to a facra- 
ment of the New Teftament-, (r.) An external vifible ele- 
ment. ,(2.) That it be of cxprefs divine inftitution. (3.) 
To have a promife of grace and pardon annexed thereto,^ 
which is not only fignified, but offered and fealed to all who 
rightly partake thereof. (4.) That it be perpetual urito the 
world's end. . 

' ^ejf,^ " Are thefe other five facraments of the Romyh 
church but of human invention, vi%. Confirmation, Pen- 
ance, Extreme un£l:idn, Orders, and Marriage?" 

Anf.\ Since divine wOrfhip muft be according to the rule 
given us by the Lawgiver, it is clear, thefe have not the leaft 
lo^prefs of a divine appointment thereon. 
' «^^£/^ *^ Is not Confirmation an ancient praftice of the 
church?" 

Anf. It was a cuftom in the primitive times, to bring chil- 
dren baptized, and after they came to fome years^ before the 
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chnrchf to put them m mind of their bapti&n, and the en- 
gagements they were under: which they now turn into a fa-^ 
crament, -and therewith ufe crifm, which is oil mixed with 
balm, putting it on the forehead, in the form of a cro&, with 
thefe words; " I fign and confirm thee with the crifm of fal- 
vation;** giving them a blow on the face> with other foolifh 
rites, by which they fay, the fulnefs of the Holy Ghoft is 
given: But, how this is a facrament, or by what inftitution 
ordained, or ^ what proniife of grace and pardon is annexed 
hereto, muft be fought elfe where than from the Bible. ^ 

^ejl. <^ But are not Penances a part of repentance, and 
a vifible fign thereof?" 

Anf^ The public profefEon of repentance, for public fcan- 
dalous fins, is a duty; but no fuch outward fign was ever in- 
ftituted in the word^ as whipping, pilgrimage, &c. Yea, 
nothing more contrary thereto, than their declared meaning 
of this to be a fatisfafkion to juftice, and compenfation of , 
Ae wrong done unto God thereby: Nor can they agree a- 
mong themfelves about the facramentality thereof, if the 
form be in the a'a of the prieft's abfolution, or not. 

^efi, <* Are not Marriage and Orders unqueftionably of 
divine ajipointment?'* 

Anf, Ncme will deny that Marriage, and thefe offices ap- 
' pointed by Chrift in his houfe, have their warrant in the 
Scripture, but not as facraments: Yea, is it not amazing 
how the Romijb church fhould aflcrt this, who maintain the 
ufe of thefe facraments to be neceflary to falvation ; when 
all their church are by their own do£lrine excluded from 
o^e of them, the whole laity from Orders, and the clergy 
from Marriage? 

^lejl. " Is there not yet ground for Extreme unftion, 
James iv. 14. in which, with the oil of olive they anoint di- 
vers parts of the bodies of thofe, who are on death-bed, 
with fudi v^ordsj I anoint fuch a place, that, wherein thou 
,liaft finned thou mayeft be forgiven ?'* 
. Anf, For what the apoftle there mentions, i. The reco- 
very of the fickpcrfon is' evidently intended j but this Ex- 
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trcme unftioiris. not ufed, until the rccoTcry o£ the party be 
paft hope. .2. The health there promifed was miraculous, 
anfwering to that time, when the faith of miracles was in 
the church; and temporary, for fuchas had the extraordina-' 
ry gift of healing: but for the eiders of the church praying 
over the iick, though not having fuch a gift now, we deny 
not its perpetual ufc. 

SECTION XIV, 

^eji. " HATH not that article of the Rmi/b doarine, 
Tranfubftaniiation^ clear warrant in the Scripture, that Chrift's 

• bodily prefence in the facrament is fuch,' as the whole fub- 
ftance of the bread and wine there, in the aft of confecra- 
tion, i$ turned into the fubftance of his body and blood ?" 

jinf. It is mamfeft, i. That it could be no more a facra-^ 
jncnt, if the fign fhould be turned into the thing fignified. 
2. It is exprefsly to deny the real body of Chrift, and that 
he did vifibly and locally leave this world*, Whom the heavens 
must contain y until the time of the restitution of all things ^ h(ks 
iii. I u It is moft direftly contrary to the Scripture, where 
it is fo evident, that the bread and wine remain ftill the fame 
after the confecration, 1 Cor* xi. 26. So oft as you eat of this 
bread: And, Let a man examine himfelf and fo let him eat of 
this bread, i Cor. x. 16. The bread which %ue break y is knot 
the communion of the body of Chrift? Yea, A£lsii. 46. where 
the partaking of the facrament is called the breaking of bread i 
in all which it is mod exprefsly fhewed to be ftill bread. 4. It 
is clear, that Jefys Chrift, as man, cannot be in divers places 
at once ; nor his body at the fame time in heaven, and upon 
earth in the hoft, being made like unto us in all things ^.fai only 
excepted^ Heb. ii. 17. 5. This is to fubjeft the blcffedbody 
of Chrift, now in a glorified ftatc to the greateft ignominies; 
fuch as to go into the belly, to be eaten by his enemies, to 

• be deftroyed by rats and other beafts; the very conceiving of 
which (hould caufe horror. 

3D 2^ 
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^ep. '* Are not thefe the very words of mft itution, when 
Jefus Chrift took the tread, This is my hody?'*^ 

Anf, They are; but nothing more ufual in Scripture thzn 
fuch figurative expreffions as this is, to ihew die facrament^l 
union betwixt the bread and Chrift's body; as i Cor. x. i. 
The rock wasChriJi, John xv. i. I am the true vine i which 
I am fure none can take in the Hteral fenfe; . But I confefs,. 
fuch need not fear to lofe their caufe, who, from the church's 
authority, can make void Scripture, fenfe, and reafon at once. 

^eji. "Wherein doth this Xrontradift fenfe or reafon?" 

Anf, It exprefsly fhcws, i. Tliat we muft not credit our 
own eyes, and that all who were witnefles of the miracles of 
Chrift, could have no certainty thereof by their fight, though 
thefe were given to confirm the truth unto men's fenfes. 

2. That the accidents of bread and wine, fuch as cplour, 
tafte, &c. can remain without their fubjecS. 

3. That the fame numerical body fbould be in fo many pla- 
ces at once, which is in efFe<3:, to deny the body of Chrift to , 
be human /and finite. 

^lejl^ *^ Yet, is it not agreeable to take away the cup from 
the people, in the eucharift?" 

Anf. If the written word have any weight, it is then fure^ 
how Contrary this is. / ' 

» I . To the inftitution and command of Jefus Chrift, Mat. 
xxvi. 27. which in thefe words is exprefs. Drink ye all of it. 

2. To the command and rule given us by the apoftle, i Cor. 
xi. 23. Let a man examine himfelfy and fo let him eat of this 
ii-eady anddritik ofthiscupy which hath there a refpeft to all, 
who have caufe for felf-examination. , 

3.. Doth fo far frUftrate that end of the appointment of 
the Lord^s Supper^ for commemorating his death and fuffer- 
ings; So oft as ye eat of this bread and drink of this cup; yefhemx 
fctrihthe Lord\s death till he come again: Since it is clear they 
cannot aright celebrate the memory thereof, who partake 
not of that part of the Sacrament, whereby we commemorate 
the efFufion of Chrift's blood. 

4. Though in the firft adminiftration by Jefus Chrift him-» 
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fdf, the rcceivcrs:tiien were aj^oftles; yet is it manifeft, he 
did then enter the whole Chiiftian church in poUeflion of 
fucha privilege^ in thatvety manner he gave it, and not the 
leaft fhadow for this reftri<33an to be found. 

.' • SECTION XV. 

^ueft. "IS there not fafe worfhipping- God, under a 
vifible reprefentation, and in an image according to the 
practice of the Romip church?*' 

Anf, It is not their pra<9:lce only, but profeiTed do£lrinc 
and. principle, that the images- of the Trinity are not for a 
fl)e^v fet up, but for religious adoration j Which, 

1. Is a moil direcb violation of the, moral law, Deut. v. 8. 
Thm pddt not make unts- ih^flf finy gravefi image^ vr theftmili" 

2. It is to change the glory of the invifible God, into the 
likefiefs of a fmful creature y Rom i. 23. which none can deny 
to be the groffeft idolatry. 

3. It is a mod exprcfs breach of the command, ^Y^ich for- 
bids all ferving the true God, after the manner which the 
heathens ufed iij ferving their idols, Deut. xii. 30, 31. Take 
heed to thyfelf, that thou be not fnared by ajking^ How thefe na^ 
tions did ferve their gods? thou Jh alt not do fo to the Lord thy 
God; which is not. Thou flialt not do fo to thefe idols, but 
not in that manner to the true God, as they did to their 
idols. 

4. There can be no poffible reprefenting the invifible God, 
by any outward Ircicmblance : To luhom nvill ye liken me? I fa. 
xlvi. 5. And therefore when the l^w was given, Deut. iv. 
1 2. the people heard a voice but faw nojlmpe^ left thereby 
they fhould take pccafion to reprefent him by an external 
image, 

5 . How great a fin is it to conceive or imagine in our 
hearts, that the glorious God is like any thing, how excel- 
lent- fosver: we think it is clear, A<3:s xvii. 29. 

. ^ejl. But can tliis charge the Romip church with idola- 
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try fince they do not fix or terminate their worfcip on Ac- 
image, but on what is thus rcprefented?" 

Anf. No fubtile diftinftion will acquit before the Lord, 
and at the bar of hi& word, what he hath fo etprefsly con- 
demned j When it is clear, 

1. That not only worftiipping' with our mind the image, 
but all corporal adoration thereof, is forbidden, as idolatrous 
worfhip; Thou Jhalt not how down thereto* 

,2. Nohe will deny but Aaron's calf, and thofe of Jero^ 
boanCsi were intended for the true God ; yet their woriliip 
was tnoft grofs idolatry. 

3. We find the brazen ferpent, though an inftituted type 
under the Old Tejlameni^ taken down and deftroyed when 
once the people began in an idolatrous way ta' look after it. 

^ejl. " Is it not lawful to make an im^ge of Chrift, who 
is truely man, for keeping up the reniembrance of him in oui^ 
'vtrorfhip?" 

Anf We may nof; 

- 1 . Becaufe it is exprefsly forbidden to frame unto our- 
felves, the likenefs of any thing in heaven, where the blefied 
body of Chrift now is. 

2. Since both natures in him are infeparable, this were to 
fix a rcprefentation in our mind of his manhood only, divid- 
ing it from his divinity, and thus give a manifeft advantage 
to Arianifm. ^ 

3. Nothing from the Scfipturc giveth the leaft (hew of 
*any fhape or lineament of his body to let us fee, that under 

no vifibie image we fhould feek to reprefent him. 

4. The true portraiture of Chrift crucified we have fet be- 
fore our eyes in the gofpel, and ailminiftration of the facra- 
ments, as is clear. Gal. iii. i. 

^eji. « Yet, is there no fafe ground for the worihip of 
angels, the Virgin Mary, and of the faints; (ince this is not 
direfted to them, as.unto God, but in a lower degree ?** 

Anf God alone is, and ought to be the objeft of religious 
worihip, which in no degree can be given unto any creature 
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whatfocver, as is exprefs horn the xommand, Mat., x. Tmt 
Jbalt worjhip the Lord thy God^ and him only Jhalt thou ferve. 

2. All worfhipping of angels is forbidden^ Col. ii. 18. 
Rev. x" 10. 

3. Since religious worfliip is due to God alone, we may 
in no degree give it to the Virgin Mary, ^or the Saints, fince 
there is hut one Mediator Jefus Christy i Tim. ii. 5. Yea, 
this were, fo far, to put them in the place of God, to pro- 
voke his jealoufy, Exod. xxiv. 14. Thou Jhalt nvorjhip no other 
god; for the I^ordy nvhofe name is jealous^ is a jealous God; And 
of this is he in a fpecial way jealous, that none be copart- 
ners with him in his worfliip. 

^uejl* ^* Is there no warrantable ufe of images ?'* 
^Anf, The ufe of images is not fiiiiply condemned, for we 
find fome in the temple by exprefs command, though they' 
wpe only typical, to fliadow out things to be fulfilled under 
the N«w Teftament: There is a political ufe of images alfo 
lawful for ornament, and to keep up the remembrance of 
friends, fome hiftorical and for dodlrinal ufe; but non^ 
fbould be fet up in churches, or in the leaft fet apart for re- 
ligious worlhip. 

SECTION XVL 

^ejl. " MAY not the worfhip of God, in the public 
prayers of the church, be in an unknown tongue, according 
to the Popi{hdo£l:rine?" 

Anf. You have the apoftle's anfwer to this, i Cor. xiv. 2. 
He that fpeaketh in an unknown tongue fpeaketh not unto men^ 

. hut unto God; for who understandeth him? In which he (hews, 
there can be no vifible communion in fuch an aft of worfliip; 
and lets us fe^ how it contradicts one great end of public 
worfliip, that fuch can have no real and heart confenting 
therein, which is indifpenfibly called for in that duty of pub- 
lic prayer; as we fee, ver. 16. For how Jhall he that occupietH 
the room of the unlearned^ fay Amen^ at thy giving of thanks^ 

Jince he understandeth not what thou fay est? 
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^ejl. ** Is it not enough to intruft church guided witk 
this, to whom the pepple make their confefiion ?" 

Anf. We know no fuch impHcit reliance taught by the 
Scripture J but there is no cure, where men will intruft, 
both religion and reafon at once, to the difpofal of others. 

^teft. " Yet, is there not a neceffity of fome imjilicit re- 
liance on thefe, fince, according to .the Romijh doftrine, npnc 
can be allured of his own falvation, but what he hath on the 
ailurance of his pried and confeflbr?" 

Atif. Nothing is more clear, .than a Chrlftian's accefs to 
be afiured of his being in the ftate of grace, and that he hath 
pcijftd from death to life^ i John iii, 14. upon thefe grounds, 
. I. Becaufe a rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God, is 
attainable here ; as the apoftle fheweth, Rom. v. 2. 

2. That by the works and evidences of fanftification, a 
moft firm and infallible afTurance is in this lift- given to the 
faints, I John iii. 18, 19. Let us not love in tongue^ neither in 
^ixjord^ but in deed and truth. And hereby do nve know that we 
are in the truth y andjhall ajfure our hearts before him, 

3. By the tcftimony of the Spirit, witnefling with our 
fpirits, ^hat we are the children of Gody Rom viii. 16. 

4. By that earneft of the Spirit in our hearts, Whereby we 
arefeakd unto the day of redemption ^ £ph. i. 13, I4. and iv. 30. 

^lejl, " Is there no ground for that article of the Romifb 
doftrine, that under pain of damnation, there be a confeffion 
of the moft fecret fms of men, yea,- their very thou .hts, fo 
far as they can remember, unto the prieft; according to 
that, James v. 16. Confefs your faults one io another?^* 

Anf» We fee as much ground from this, to confefs to the 
people, as to the prieft; nor doth the Scripture warrant any 
fuch thing: But this aflurance have we, that he who confeffeth 
andforfaketh his fms fball find mercy ^ Prov. xxviii. 13. Which 
none will deny, is there meant unto God: Nor did the faints 
in Scripture know auricular confeffion; Ifaid^ I will confefs 
my tranfgrejjhn unto the Lord, and thou forgavefl the iniquity of 
my fin y Pfal. xxxii. 5. Though we deny not the duty of 
public confeffion, in the cafe of public and fcandalous fins; 
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bbt, if men (hut not their eyes, nothing but a politic intcreft 
is here, to be thus on the mod hid and clofe counfek of men^ 
by fuch a pretext to keep the confcience under awe. 

SECTION XVIL 

^e/I. «^ BUT, how fliould that plea be anlwered which 
the Romifli church hath to prove their religion, from its um-* 
ty; univerfality, and an uninterrupted fucceflion?'* 

j4n/. It is, I confefs, ftringe and aftonifhing, when fd 
clear, i. For her unity, that beiides what known differencesi 
they are at amongft themfelves in many doftrines, they arc 
▼ifibly divided about the vei'y foundation of their faith, and 
infallibility of their church, whether it refolv^ on the Pope 
alone, ot on the Pope and council, or that lat6 found out 
ruk of Oral tradition, 2. For an univerfality^ it is eafy to 
know, how much more than the one half, where the Chrifti- 
an faith is embraced through the world, doth not at all own 
the See of Rome. And, 3. For that fucceffion of their 
church, and uninterrupted line of Popes, they will not them- 
felves debate, how there have been three Popes at one time j 
yea, by what horrid means fome of them got up to that 
throne, as their greateft writers are forced to confefs. 

^e^. " But h the apoft^fy of that church fuch, as there 
rs no fafe union with it, or hope of being faved in their 
religion?'* 

An/, If Rome be that fpiritual Babylon, Rev. xviii* 4. a$ 
is there moft evident, then is the command peremptory, to 
come out of her, left being partakers of her fins, they be? 
partaikers of her plagues: Yea, fuch a threatening we may 
read. Rev. ^iv. 9, icf. asfhould caiife men to tremble, who 
ire riot under a fttange height of induration*, and now, fince 
the breaking up of fo great a light, and thefe clear difcover- 
ies of the truth, ard the Wafers Become bloody ^ Rev. 3^vi. 3. -^ 

^eft. Yet can all this make out the charge of Antichrifi 
tianifm, or that the Pope is the Antichrift, who is fo expreff-: 
ly foretold, 2 Theff. ii. 3. 4 ?" 

Vol; II.^ 3 E 
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Jf^. T!q wsfolvc fuch a thing, thefe ^xt un4«niably cl^ar, 
|. That tjv« Holy Ghoft io the Scripture hath been, in a 
more than ordinary way, particular iti pointing Antichriif 
out, by fuch notorious marks and charaders^ that after-ages 
might know him, if they will tiot fliut their eyes; and that 
a moft exzGt portraiture is there drawn of fuch an adverfary, 
what Should h^ hfs iaxm and Oiape, widi the manner of his 
appearance. 

2. Except wc deny our fcnfes, it is certain, that we fee 
with our eyes iiwh a one, as is there ihewed forth; fo as 
none ever knew the face of a man, by his pi£ture drawn to 
the life in a frame, better than the ch«irch this day mzy 
know Antichrift; and that this is he, who fo clearly anfwers 
sdl thefe marks, which in the Scripture are given of him i 
even he, whofe coming fh^U be after the working of Satan, 
with all power, figns, and lying wonders, forbidding to mar- 
ry, and commanding to abftain from meats, which God hath 
appointed to be ufed with thankfgiving : who fitteth in the 
temple of God, and exaketh himfelf above all that is called 
God; bewitcheth the kings of the earth with his inchant- 
ments, and i^ drunk with the blood of the martyrs of Jefus 
ChriftrYea, whofe traSck and merchandize, is not only 
gold and filver, but the fouls of men, Rev. xviii. 13. And 
can ve be i^ the dark, to know or difcover who this Anti- 
chrift is, whofe dofbrine is ftated in fo dire£): an oppofitiofi 
to Jcfus Chrift, and the great defign of the gofpel? 

3. Antichrift mu^ be already come and revealed;, clfc> 
ajQCQrdiqg^ to the Scripture, that prophecy can never have it$ 
atxompliihment, (inc^ even in the apoftles times this m^er^ 
legan to work^' and he who far a tinu did wkMold his com- 
ing, the heathen empire of Rome, hath been long fin<e tak- 
fn put of th^ way. And as tjie Scripture points his firft 
ConUng and appearance in the firft times of the church ; f<^ 
hislaft c.lofe and final ruin to be near the fecond coming oftkt 
Lord. 

4. It is thus undeniable, that this adverfary can be no An- 
gle perfon, or of a fliort continuance, but is a politic body 
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and kingdom, centred and united in, one fupreme hea'd, and 
with a fucceflion for many ages. 

5/ It is clear, that thefe exprefs marks and characters 
given by th« Scriptore, for the church's knowing of Anti- 
chrift, could anfwer to no adverfary elfe, which Jefus Chrift 
ever had under the New Teftament^ either Pagan or Afa- 
bometoft. 

^eji. « Since Antichrift's fall muft be by the Word, as 
is clear, 2 Theff. ii. 4. Whom the Lordjball conjume by the 
breath of his fniuth; Can it be now applicable to tlie Romifh 
church, wfailft Popery is fo fpreading, even in thofe parts 
where the Word is moft powerfully preached?" ^ 

Anf. This needs not be ftrange, if we confider, i . that 
Antichrift's fall, according to the Scripture, muft be by de- 
grees, as his rife was. 

2. That where the trifth is not received in love^ 2 Theff. ii. 
x8* it cannot long want}ttdi^»l effefbs, to be given up to 
ftrong delufions. 

3. It is eafy to fed, how fuch as at this day have f alien-off 
to Popetf^ arc not upoii debate, or by Arguments, lo^theit 
judgment engaged) but it is the Tifil^ produ£t oif 9 lic«ilti- 
Otis* time, and from an tmufual growth of Athdfffi end ignd* 
tance: Yea, thofe only are fdmnd to ebange thch tdigion, 
who ttever in carh6ft embraced any. 

4. Yet can none deny thefe great and 6tttaor<Snafy ^ffeds^ 
thi preached Word Tiath had to recover the cfhitf eh from 
Antichriftian darknefs, in thcfe hft age$; to whidi thofe fa* 
mous pflantations of the gofpelj in Britain^ Irelandf France, 
Germany^ the Lo^-^CouhtrieSf iffc^ arc to this day a witneis; 
where the greateft Atheifts may fee an Immediate appttar* 
aonce of God, and fomething above nature, with that contirl*- 
cing increafe of light as enforceth fuch, even to gnaw thcS^ 
tongue with pain, who do flot ccafe tooppofc the ttuth. 
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CO NSIDERATIONS 



FURTHER ABOUT 



P P E R Y, 



And the import of that great Controverjy betwixt the Romijh and 
Reformed Churches at this day^ 



THOUGH there fccmfmall grounds of, hope to convince 
fuch, who, in the hplyjudgoient of God, are given up 
' to that ftrpng 4elufioli pf Popery j and ccafe not tp oppofe 
themfelves tp the cleai;eft difcoveries pf the truth; yet, thi^ 
being fo fad and deplorable a fight, to fee how much of the 
Chriftian wprld thu$ perifli, who M^ill not once open their 
eyes ; and is fo clear, that under th^ gjceateft of judgments 
this way. muft involve them, (if the; Scripture erf God have 
any weight or credit with fuch;) yea, fince this is fo grave 
and concerning a duty, now in thefe laft times, to bear wit- 
^e(s againft Antichrift, and purfiib without ceafing that call, 
whatever fuqcefs it fhould have, tl>at men would come out 
of Babytoriy and haften from under approaching wrath and 
judgment; | fhaU here add, to what is premitted before up^ 
on this fubjed, fome ferious confiderations concerning Popery^ 
with an appeal to the confcience of the adverfary, yea, to 
their reafon and judgment if they will allow its free cxercifc 
|ierein, about the truth thereof. 
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CONSID. I. 

AT what a rate by clear and undeniable confequences^ 
from the Romifti dodrine and principles, one can be Po- 
pifli, conform to their w^yi and what is neceflarily import- 
ed in being a Roman-Catholic, as they thus term themfelves j 
which is not mpre ftrange and aftoniftiing in itfelf, than 
may be clear in thefe particulars. 

1. That it is to deliver up their reafon and judgment to 
the conduft of fuch, of whom they muft fee true caufe to fear 
adventuring upon, in the fmalleft of their outward interefts s 
And where it is fo vifible, it is money for merit, and that all 
can be fold at this market upon fuch a price 5 yea, where the 
poor only muft be left hopelefs, who thus have not to expiate 
their guilt, and purchafe a plenary indulgence ; as Petrarch 
of old was enforced to f$y, that if Judas could come with 
the price of his matter's blood to the Romifh market, he 
might be welcome to buy an abfolution; where no fin needs 
want a difpenfation to allow it, or a pardon for its commit- 
ment, if their purfe can poftibly anfwer thereto. 

2. this is to quit that judgment of difcerning given th^m 
of God, ' and be fhut out of all propter knowledge of the 
Scripture with their own confent (except thefe of the clergy) 
fo as they muft not truft their own eyes, but others, in the 
great intereft of their Eternal ftate ; and thus take the Ro- 
mifh authority for their Bible: Yea, fuch whom they cannot 
but fee, what palpable ignorance in fome, and deceit and 
falfehood is in others, of thofe they thus implicitly credit; 
and that the concerns of this earth, and their private intereft, 
do for the moft of fuch more fway, than any thing of 
religion. 

3. It is by cleareft confequence manifeft, that this is a vi- 
fible betaking of themfelves to a covenant of works, and to 
ftand thereby, in the moft exprefs oppofition to the great in- 
tent of the gofpel •, fince, according to their principles, it is 
perit; yea, their own proper merit, muft be th^ way for their 
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obtaining of heaven; and all they afcribe to Jefiis Chrift " 
herein is this, only to give life and falvation to their merits, 
which yet are in themfelves, and from their own intrinfic 
worth, without th^ imfyatatiotl 0f Chrift*^ fti^fit thereto, 
thus meritorious, as they term it, iix cGtidigndt And thus oAly 
do they admit, a teftoring again by him of a covenant of 
ti^orks on the fame terms with the ftrft ; Do this and live. ^ 

4. It muft be at tlj^t fate, dnd daii be this day iPopiftl, 
guilty of the grofleft idolatry, and a turmng the glory of th& 
ifiviftble God^ info the fimilitude of a corruptible mati^ Rom. i. 
23. with a moft expreft count^rataiftg of that gifeat precept 
^f the Moral law, againft bowing down attd ^frorfhipping 
of any graven image •, they being no lefe thas guilty of an 
idolatrous worfliip, thin either the church of Ifr^el of old, 
6r the Pagan world could be changed withj fihce both had 
^ refpeft further than the image itfelf, the 6tiQ to the tfue 
God, and the other to their feigned deities. 

5* Whatever liberty this way gives io fin, and to lay the 
ftrefs of their inward peace on the pri^Jft's ^bfolution 5 yet 
it is clear, that at that rate on thrfe tefm^ can one be Popifll 
this day, to fubjeft themfelves to a yoke and bondage fitoht 
inen, that, without a judicial ftroke oil theit cohfciencc, 
might feem intolefable: fuch as auricular Confeffion to a 
prieft, of their moft fecret fins, and this under the pain of 
damnation ; their penances, with that blind and unlimited 
obedience therein to their church guides, without accefs to 
confult the Scripture, as if this way of expiating fin could 
be a fatisfaftion before the holy Godj fuch as their whip- 
ping of themfelvs^and going in pilgrimage to fome fuperfti- 
tious place; yea thus meritorious becaufe they be grievous 
to the flefh : but why not rather an ofFetitig up of the fruit 
of their body for the^ fin of their foul, as thofe of eld Unto 
Molech ? which might witnefs af further degree of doing 
Tioknee to their own flefh, if men might thus think, by a 
ftcrifice of their devifing, to appeafe the jviftice of God. 

6. This neceifarily alfo muft follow an embracement of 
popery, and fubjefting to that way^ to be put beyond a po^ 
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ffibility pf any inward pea(ip here, or q^let as ^o their fu- 
ture ftate in another world, finpe it is undeniable, 

(i.) They muft have fome merit of their own, and ai> hu- 
man fatisfa^lion to confide in; and on that foundation of 
good work* lay the weight of obtaining life; whilftyet, ac- 
cording to their own principjee, they fee there is no poffible 
being fure, if thefe ib^U be found equivalent in value to an- 
fwer this end. . 

(2.) That no affurance of falv^tion is fo much as attain- 
able:, according to their doftrine. 

(3.) How fad a c^re, as hath no fuitablenefs therewith to 
cafe a disquiet ^nd awakened cpnfcience, do their principles 
bring ? fuch as penances, their own fatisfaftjon, the Pope's 
pardon, or abfolution of the prieft, invocatipij of faints and 
images 5 whence it was, in the darknefs of Pppery, ,moft 
found tbemfelves under that enforcement for fo many dona- 
tions, and tp ftrctch their ftate to the furtheft for foul-maf- 
fcs, fince they could find no ground for their foul's quiet 
here. 

^ (4.) And doe$ not this way and doftrine moft vifib^y 
purfue qaen, not unto death only, but beyond it, through 
thefc tormenting thoughts, c^nd f$ar of a Purgatory to come, 
and that uncertainty as to the time or term of releafe; fo as, 
at the beft, death muft have a terrible and affrighting look? 

7. If men would bring this near their thoughts, no lefs 
can ferye to be a Popifli profelyte, than a manifeft involve- 
ment in the blood of all the faints which hath been (hed, and 
ferving themfjelves heir to both the guilt and judgment of 
fuch horrid and inexpreffibl^ cruelty, exercifed by the Rp- 
mifh church on thofe- for fo many ages paft, who through 
grace, did refift unto death, ftriving for the truth againft 
Antichriftianifm: for it is clear how fuch come on the fame 
fcore by their virtual confent, and . juftifying the fame, with 
as real acceffion before th<e Lord thereunto, as though they 
had aflually concurred. Qh what a reckoning will this 
once b^ found, to enter into eternity with, before the judg- 
ment fe.^t of Chrift ! 
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8. And is it now pofTible for any to be Popifli, but at that 
rate of refilling the cleared difcoTcries of the truth, and an 
cxprefs doing defpite to the Spirit of grace, a refufing to 
be cured,, and lo come to the light, now when Antichriftian- 
ifm is by fuch undeniable evidences revealed to the world, 
as. men cannot be in the dark who this gteat adverfary is, 
that do not (hut their eyes from it? Oh what a revenge do 
hatred and malice at the truth caufe, that can turn men cruel , 
againft tJiemfelves! Nor is that ftroke of judicial blindnefs 
more ftrange and amazing this d^ay on the Jews^ when fur- 
rounded with fo clear difcoveries of the truth, than this may 
now be which is upon the Romifh church, that cannot fee 
that defperate ftate they are in, when fuch undeniable light 
i^s held out from the Scriptures thereabout: Nay, it muftbe 
faid. Who will not fee this ? - 

9. I mull here further add, how evident alfo this is to be 
Popifli, and enrolled with fuch a party 5 that it is no lefs 
than to ftand under that mod dreadful peremptory threaten- 
ing, as is in the whole of the Bible denounced againft fuch 
as in thefe tim^s of light (hall engage with thdt; way, Rev.' 
3tiv. 9, 10, II. <«If any man worfhip the beaft and his im- 
** age, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand) 
«* the fame fliall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
" which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
«< indignation J and he fl^all be tormented with firfe and brim- 
** ftone in the prefence of the holy angels, ai^d in the prefence 
" of the Lamb: And the fmoke of their torment afcendeth 
«* up for ever an4 ever. And they have no reft day nor night, 
<* v/ho worftiip the beaft and his image, and whofo receiveth 
*' the mark of his name." Oh if men would be fo far a- 
wakened with the dread of this threatening, as once to come 
and fee but with their own eyes to what party this is appli- 
cable, and exprefsly pointed at by the fpirit of God there? 
And it is fure they could not then be in the dark how deep 
it draws, under what pretext foever, for any to be Popilh. 
Nor is it ftrange, that, after fuch abufed light, hell becom- 
eth now mpre hot and more inevitable tlwn before, while fo 
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much of the Chriftian world (who own that name and pro- 
fef&on) do (hut their eyes and ears at fo clear and diftin£): ^ 
found from the Scripture, feems to roll over all certainty 
hereof, to the decifion and irrevocable fentence of the 
great judge. 

CONSID. IL 

CAN It be in the dark this day, if this be not upon choicej 
that the great intereft of the reformed church, in conteikt- 
ing againft Popery, is a moft exprefs appearance and con- 
tending for the vtruth of Chriftianityi and dodrine of th^ 
Scripture delivered to us in the Old and New Teftament? 
And is fo difcemiblc, upon thefe gi*eat heads, 

(i.) That there is but on6 mediator betwitt God and 
finners, againft fuch direft oppofition thereto in the doc- 
trine of the Romifh church, that bjrings in a plurality of me- 
diators, and the worfliipping of angels and faints departed 
for that end. 

(2.) In behalf of the reality of Chrift's human nature,' 
which, by the doftrine of Tranfubftantiation, is fubjefted to 
have a new-created being in their confecfated Hoftia, at 
citch time, and every where, at' the pleafure of a Wretched 
man; which is in efFeft a moft exprefs denying of his bleffed 
body to be human and finite. 

(3.) It is clear how exprefsly concerned the Proteftant 
church is, in oppofition to Popery, to contend for the reality 
of Chrift's death and fuffering for his eleft: and that this 
time is come and paft, no more poffible to be repeated a- 
gain, wherein he once appeared in the end of the world to put cr- 
nvay ftn by the fdcrifiee of hifnfelf Heh. ix. 26. And by one 
offering hath for ever perfeEled them that are fanElified^ Heb. 
X. 14. againft that horrid bkfphemy of the Mafs, which 
they own as a repeated offering of the blefled body of the 
Redeemer, by the hands of the prieft unto God, as a propi- 
tiatory fagrifice for the living and the dead; whidi is fo evi- 
dent a fubverting th« foundations of Chriftianit^, and id 
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make void the infinite value and efficacy of the death and 
fuffering of Chrift once offered, and for ever in behalf of his 
eleft, whilft they thus own a continued offering of' his body; 
which, as the apoftle (hews, Heb. ix. 25. that if Chrift had 
offered himfelf often, he behoved to have fuffered often. 

(4.) And is it not clear, that great intereft of truth the re- 
formed church is now prefled to appear upon againft Popery, 
is the doftrine of Chrift delivered to us in the Scripture, as 
that whereon we muft found lind refolve our faith, and not 
the. authority of men, which they fo exprefsly oppofe and 
deny ; fo as it is no lefs than the Chriftian caufe and quar- 
rel, for which all who love the truth are called to contend^ 
and that we fliould not be bereft of that bleffed infallible rule 
and ftandard of truth, by thofe, whofe great aim is, to have 
it deiludSd of all authority, but what is precarious and de- 
pendent OH them; not to be fo much as intelligible, and to 
have an articular voice, until they caufe it fpeak^ and put 
what fenfe thereon they pleafe. 

C O N S I D- IIL 

IT may be aftonifhing (and is furely one of the grcateft 
depths of the judgment of God this day) to fee what of the 
world, with their own confent, is fubjefted to fo vifible and 
notour an impojlure as Popery is, whilft fueh, as it would 
faem not conceivable, how mtr\. can exercife reafon, and not 
as in a deep fleep, and have this hid fmm their eyes, the ob- 
vious deceit and impofture of fuch a way, wher^ no religion 
but a compound of human policy, with their own private in- 
tereft and gain, is wholly intended ; about which I fhall of- 
fer (I hope I may with fome confidence fay, it js for the 
truth's fake) a Ihort touch hereat in fome undeniable in- 
ftances. 

I. None will debate how this way is framed for fuch an 
intereft, that there may be a grant and allowance from the 
Pope for any fin, and to tranfgrefs the exprefs law of the 
great Lawgiver; yea this put to (ale. Oh what a ftrangc 
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device, that for money nien may have a liberty to deftroy 
themfehres! whilft on the other hand, nothing is followed 
with more fevere threatenings than anabfolute fubje£tittg to 
their arbitrary commands; fo that one may fafcly difobcy 
the holy God, and this with a warrant; but Jiot the Pope 
and his clergy, under the hazard of condemnatioft. 

2. That fuch a ftock and tteafure of merits ihould be in 
keeping by the Romilh church, and under their truft to dif- 
pofe of| as a thing depofited into their hand by fuch who had 
more than enough for themfeives, to ferve for the ufe of o*- 
thers: and thus at their difpofal to give out thereof to fatisfy 
divine jufti^e for thofe who have not fufficient merit of their 
own; this only being neceffarily provided, that thefe who 
get a (hare of fuch a treafure compenfe it by fomewhat equi- 
valent, and buy it ere they have it: but herein could they 
never refolve the world how to be fure, if thefe merits were 
truely more than fuch whofe they were needed themfeives, 
or how they came into their hand, or were intrufted by them 
to apply; or if their ftrength be not long fince fpent and ex- 
hauftec! by fq long continued application, in fuch innumera- 
ble indulgences pven out of that treafury: Oh what a deplo-. 
rable cbntrivance is here, which I confefs fhould be owned as 
one of the greateft mafter-pieces of cheatry that ever the 
world knew! if it were only to cheat men of thwr purfe; 
but this goes further to thofe great interefts of the immortal 
foul ; and yet fo many will not fee the vifiblc intent of this 
trade and merchandife, that it is indeed the merchandife of 
the fouls of men, fa exprefsly foretold by the Holy Ghoft, 
Rev. xviii. 13. . 

3. Their taking on them to change the condition of the 
dead, and infure to their friends the happy eftate of their 
fouls upon fome large offelings to the church fpr tins. A» 
likewife that refpe£l; and veneration they require from men 
to the reliques of the faints deceafed, whereto they afcribe 
fuch power both againft fin, and for healing the difeafes of 
the body: yea mod of thefe pretended reliques,. fuch as muft 
neceffarily plead fome extraordinary miracle to be wrought 

3 Fa 
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for their continued prcfearvation,. that thus they may with 
confidence perfuade the world their having fome bone or 
fcuU of the apoftles and primitive faints to be ftill feen, if 
any have a heart to give a price for it. 

4. That the Romifh Pope is the true fucceflbr of Peter, 
and thus Chrift's vicar, as they term him, upon the earth; 
which men muft needs take upon truft, with an implicit 
faith from fuch whofe preferment and gain in the world 
Ihould be otherwife ruined, if this be not taken off their 
hand, whilft yet it is fo undeniable at what a ftraitthey arc 
to put a handfome fhape on this device, or how the world 
can know upon any fure ground, (i.) How Peter was at 
Kome, or that he was fettled in a peculiar manner bifliop in 
thit fee, which neither Scripture, nor the mod ancient re- 
cords of the church give the leaft fhadow of ground for. (2.) 
How the Pope becometh his fucceffor, or ,upon what war- 
rant, yea, that this fhould be an article of men's'faith, where 
the Scripture is wholly filent. (3.) How that pretended 
fucceffion to Peter in that particular diocefe of Rome, (hould 
have a catholic power and headfhip over the wholp church 
annexed thereto, fo as all who fucceed in the one, muft alfo 
in the other. (4.) How a , warrantable fucceffion of each 
particular Pope, to the apoftle, can be made fure, upon this 
pretended right, and that he hath lawfully fucceeded; fince, 
if this be null, and the ele£tion be unlawful, they have then 
with their own confent no promife of affiftance, nor obedi- 
ence in this cafe due. (5.) When it is fo clear that the pow- 
^r of the keys were no lefs given to the reft of the apoftles 
than to Peter, as is exprefs, Matth. xviii. 18, 19. yea, that 
Peter claimed no fuch prefidence amongft the reft ©f the a- 
poftles, as may be feen, ASts xv. Upon what ground can 
€hey thus rcfound fo great a claim as this ? Oh what an a- 
mazing infatuation are thofe in, who fliould take this upon 
truft, the very recital whereof is fo obvious a refutation pf it- 
ielf ; and that on fuch a pretended power and fupremacy of 
Peter, the whole weight and fuperftrufture of the Romilh 
Hierarchy muft lean: yea, which is of a higher concern^ 
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that on this, by undeniable confequence, muft be rolled ov- 
er a weight, no lefs than the eternal intereft and periftiing of 
many millions of fouls, who upon this plenary power and 
infallibility of the Pope, thus founded upon fuch a ground, 
do adventure with fuch acquittance and abfolution ^s their 
fecurity into another world. 

5. That notable device of Purgatory may be a convincing 
witnefs to the horrid impofture of Popery, than which no- 
thing could have been more fubfcrvient to that great defign, 
of a lucrative intereft, and to keep the people under a conti- 
nued awe and terror; yea, what improvement for fo many 
ages they made of this for their own private gain, that it 
may be feen, the Romifh church fliould lofe one of the 
greateft revenues it hath, if Purgatory were not kept up a- 
mong them, and is beyond reckoning by themfelves what 
continued income this hath had, J^t quantum haecfabula pro^^ 

fuit Romana Ecclefta: But oh! fuch as will thus adventure 
hereon, may have faddeft caufe to fear, that this purgatory, 
on their immediate parting with time, be found a real hell, 
whence no releafe, or poffibility thereof can be, though all the 
trcafures of the earth could be given for the fame ; and then 
fhall know this fad verification of this truth, 2 TheC ii. 11, 
12. which fo exprefsly points at An tichriftian Popery; For 
this caufe God Jball fend themjirong delufton^ to believe a lie^ he^ 
caufe they received not the love of the truths that they might be 
faved; that they ^11 may be damned, who believe not the truth, 
but had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs* 

6. What ftrange account do their legends give of their 
pretended miracles, as the moft effeftual way to gain credit 
to thefe dodrines, which they fee can have no poffible found- 
ing on the Scripture; fuch as that we may judge thofe, who 
are but in the leaft knowing amongft them, wonder, how . 
credit could be cxpeded frorh any thereto, fuch as they tell 
us of St. Francis, how he was greater than John the Baptift, 
and better than all the apoftles, who in vifion received the 
wounds of Chrift, fufFered the fame griefs, in whom all vir- 
tues, of the faints, as well under th« Old, as under the New 
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Teftamcnt, ape put; umiivf tsf cmjunBive^ and after, moft 
blafphemoufly puts him in the fame room with our moft 
blefled Lord, by reafon of a fchedule which they fay Leo 
the friar faw defcend from heaven, and fall on the head of 
Francis J whereon was writ, ** This man is the grace, of 
God, and example of perfe£lion, &c." This book, where- 
in thefe, yea, where more horrid blafphemies are written, 
called Liher conformkatumy in^reffis Bononiay FoL 3, £5* 150. 
is called by them their golden book^ with this exprefs claufe 
underneath, by a general confent of the chapter of that order. 
We have fearched this book, and found i>othing worthy of 
corredion. Such an inftance alfo is he whom they call St* 
Dominicky of whom they fliew that Chrift raifed only three 
from the dead, but St. Dominick three in one city, that he 
had the angels at his fervice, (but it may be eafy to judge 
what angels they were) how the elements did obey him, and 
the devils trembled at him^ how he had a ftar in his fore- 
head, when he was baptized, and reftored forty ftrangers to 
life that were overwhelmed in a (hip, and long under the 
water, with much more of this kindj publifhed to the world 
by Anthony an archbifhop of his order, Anthon. Arch. Pag* 
3, 23. But with thefe famous inftances may be fitly joined 
two Nuns, no lefs known and, public, who, if they had lived 
in one time, and their order could have allowed 't, might 
. have been fuitably matched with other: »the one is, Magdale- 
fia de crucCi Abbefs of a monaftery of Francifcan Nuns, who 
by the power of the devil appeared to mariners in a ftorm at 
fea, when invocate, and the ftorm calmed, was fometimes lift 
up into the air, and the facrament went up vifibly out of 
the prieft's hand that faid mafs, through the air before all 
that looked on, unto her, was of fuch repute, that, not only 
many ladies in Spain, but the Queen alfo, when (he was 
near to be brought to bed, fcnt the mantles wherein the child 
was to be wrapt, for her toblefs: Yet, at length upon clear- 
eft difcovefy, and her own confeffion, found to be a^ witch, 
in exprefs compafl with the devil fince flie was nine years 
«ld, fo as the Spaniih inquifitors could not get (hifted fomc 
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form of fentencc againft her, Anno 1540. A paflage, the 
truth whereof the Romifh church will not oflFer to difown, 
the relation being fo public and known by their own writers: 
And indeed, fhe was well fuitcd to be an Abbefs of St. Fran- 
cis' order. The other inftance is that relation fet forth by- 
one Stephen dt Luftgnany dedicated to the French Qneen, of 
the' great miracles, in the year 1586, which happened to the 
Priorefs de le annonciado of Lifbon in Portugal, approved by' 
the greateft church-men there, whofe names are fet down, 
how ufually Chrift appeared to her, and talked with her, 
and had the imprefs of his five wounds put upon her, with 
many fuch'ftrange things, fo as feverals were incited through 
the fame of her, to become Nuns; yet at laft was, by a 
marvellous providence from the Lord, difcovered, and all to 
be an impofture, confeffing the fame herfelf, with the whole 

. manner of it; fo as the evidence thereof did enforce the 
Archbifhopof Lifbon, with the inquifition to make fome 
(hew of condemning her, as is printed at Seville 1 5 89; But 
the difcovery came too fobn for their intereft, after the rela- 
tion of her miracles had gone abroad. * Thefe inftances I 
only here touch, of which fo many elfe are knowii to the 
world, that it may be feen, gn what figns and lying wonders, 
this party leans for the fupport of their doftrine, which may 
not abide the light of the Scri^ure. But oh, it may be fad 
and amazing in this day, whep the truth is fo clearly fliewed 
forth, how fo much the world feems to have loft all fight and 

, impreffions thereof; yea,^ turned at- that rate Atheiftical, to 
be thus impofed upon, for fubjefting to that way, where the 
bait cannot be more difcernible than the hook, and where 
men muft quit both religion and reafon at once, in getting; 
fuch a ftile as thi$ of a Roman-cathoKe. 

C O N S I D. IV. 

WHILST this ftrange fight we have this day before U8> 
of the Romifh ftate and hierarchy, with that pcjculiar frame 
and mould it is caft in, fo different from other .kingdoms oi 
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the world, of fuch numerous orders and degrees, rcfolving 
in one monarch and head, the man of fin, after whom the 
world hath fo long wondered. Let us but ferioufly alfo 
confider what true account antiquity, on which they fo 
much lean, gives of this way. ' 

1 . How clear and notour, even to admiration, is that dif- 
covery fo many ages pad of this adverfary; his fliape, the 
way and manner of his appearance, and fo exprefsly foretold 
by the Holy Ghoft, as we now fee with our eyes in the event, 
when upon no principles of reafon, or the leaft of vifible 
appearances, fuch future emergences could erei^ been fore- 
feen, or have entered into men's thoughts, that it may be 
demonftrably evident to all, this only could have been reveaU 
ed by him, to whom all his ,works are known from the 
beginning. 

2. As the Scripture fliews that early rife this myftery of 
iniquity had, and its beginning to work with the firft dawn- 
ings of £hriftianity, though then more undifcernibly, and 
under ground t This we may know alfo, under wlwfe hand 
this monftrous birth was mod ripened, and brought forth 
to a more public view of the world, to wit, that horrid and 
vile wretch Phocas, who then ufurped the empire, and con- 
fpixed againd his mafter Mauritius; amd as all hiftories 
of that time (hew, what a plague and judgment from the 
Lord he was to the world, fo as it is related of a holy man, 
who then lived, after much wreftlings in prayer with God 
with fome ferious enquiry, why fuch a vile wretch had been 
fet up over the empire, got in a ftrange manner this anfwer^ 
^iia non inveni pejorem. Yet this cruel and brutiih man 
Phocas, as the Popifli writers themfelves are forced t6 con- 
fefs, was he for whom Gregory the great by his legate, doth 
fo congratulate his advancement, as he fummons the angels 
and all the faints in heaven to rejoice therein. After whofe 
death the fubceeding Pope Boniface didfo^far iniinuate on 
t^s emperor, as to divide him from the Greek Patriarch, 
and obtained the granting of that charter, upon which their 
fretended right ftands^ to be univerfal head and bifliop of 
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the Chriftian church: A very obvious fuitablenefs bein^ 
here, for one bloody ufui^er as this was, whp rofe upon the 
aflaffination of that good emperor and his children, to make 
thus way for another; nor could a fitter mean have been 
found to help the man of fin to his throne than this Phocas^ 
iFor which fee Baron, Zi. an. 603. Art. 3. 

3. It fhould be rejnarkable, that concurrence of things 
was then for the more full difcovery of this adverfary, and 
of his being revealed to be that man of fin, fhewed by the 
Holy Ghoft, 2 Thejf. ii. 3. Wheri'their own greateft writ- 
ers are enforced to tell, fince this could not poflibly be hid, 
how from the eighth century, and feveral ages after, fuch as 
cxercifed the Papal power, were, for the moft part, fo many 
prodigies of wickednefs in their time, that thefe hiftoriesi 
feem to want words to exprefs the horror and abomination 
of fuch as were Popes, for which let any but read Platina 
himfelf, lib. 5. upon BenediSi tlitIV, and many other of 
their lives, where he fliews, how they were become fuch, as^ 
laying afide divine worfhip, like cruel tyrafnts, did exercife 
their 9iaUce in the world; but that fome of them lived not 
long, God taking them away as fo many monfters of men: 
But more fully doth Cardinal Benno fpeak to this: yea, Bar- 
ronious alfo in his Annals, Tom. 10. how it was then 
known their ordinary ufe of magic, confulting with the 
devil, and giving themfelves over to thofe horrid villani^s, 
as almoft no heathen records give fuch an account: and, 
which are BaroniousV own words, though one of the great- 
eft friends to the Popifli intereft; That fuch was the face of 
the Romifli church, as fees were changed, biflioprics and 
church-offices given at thQ pleafure of the vileft ftrumpets 
that then bare rule at Rome. Now this is that true anti- 
quity they have to boall of to the world, and of thofe Popes, 
whofe infallibility ill all matters of faith they would per- 
fuadc men to rely on. 

4. How undeniable is it from thofe times, when the Ro-' 
mifh hierarchy once began to ripen to its height, what for- 
cft plagues did thus follow and break in on th« Chriftktf 
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world, yea, what an inlet of grofleft ignorance was there- 
with, not only of divine things, but ©f all human literature, 
^nd morality, as from the concurrence of hiilories then i^ 
Clear; that with the feveral fteps of the advance of the Pop- 
Ifti grandeur and power, the world did gradually turn worfc, 
yea, and in a ftrange manner became barbarous, rude and 
favage, fo as both Baronius and other of their \iTiters (who 
they know intended no refleftion upon their way, further 
than ncceffity enforced them to fpeak) fliew fuch was the 
face of thofe times, as it was a matter of fufpicion to know 
the Greek language, but to have any knowledge of the Heb- 
rew, was no lefs than herefy; yea calleth them tnfaeliciJJitHa 
\sf luBuoftjftma Romahae Eccleftae tempora^ and that thefe and 
following ages were fuch, wherein all things, both human 
ind divine, were in vifible confufion. 

5. And is It not notour to all, who coilfult the church re- 
cords, what a flood, hot only in diflTolutenefs of praftice, 
but Atheifm in principles, did remarkably then break forth 
on the Chriftian world, with that advance of the Romifh 
intereft towards its height; fo as thofe, who were ferious 
in the matters of truth, were almoft brought to a queftioning 
of the whole of the gofpel, and any found founding of their 
IFaith in the matters of God, whilft religion feemed to be 
almoft loft in fabulous traditions, and human inventions ? 
Thus Frederick the third king of Suily, a religious prince; 
in fuch dark times, was ftaggtred about the Chriftian faith, 
and made to queftion if the gofpel was not fome human de- 
vice, as is publiflied at length in his conference with Arnold 
dits def Villa nova f a leatned man, upon thefe grounds; 1. 
That the whole clergy great and fmall conformed their lines 
nowife to the Scripture, had no regard to the fouls of the 
people, and drfcharged facred ofEces, for a form only, or elfc 
\xi fcom and mockery, which then was fo notour, as it could 
not be hid. 2. That thofe of the more fevcre order of 
monks, did obvioufly evidence hypocrify, impiety, wanton- 
liefs, rapine, yea incredulity about the gofpel itfelf. 3* 
Thit in a doftrine fo weighty, and of fuch confequcnce, as 
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the Ciiriftian faith, the Romilh church fecmed fo little coiir 
cerned, were entangled in wordly affairs, and no courfe fet 
on foot for propogation of the gofpel. To fatisfy whon?i 
Araoldiis flie^ed how exprefsly fuch defefiion, and thefe 
corruptions were foretold under the New Teftament, a$ that 
conference publifhed by himfelf fhews. And befides, it i^ 
known what advantage the vifible groffnefs of Popery gave 
to Mahometanifm, and for many's falling off from the vifible 
profeljion of Chriftianity; which caufed Averroes the phi- 
lofopher to cry out, Cum Cbrifliani Deum fuum manducent^ 
Jit anhna mm cum Phllofophis. Ye^ enforced fuch, who gave 
any ferious look to the Scripture, to fay, that either the Srip- 
ture was not the word of God, or fuch as profeffed the fame, 
were not Chriftians. And when thus Atheifm m?y he feen 
to follow Popery as it« native cffe<fl, and mutually concur 
together; 0\\\ what might be feared /from fuch an obvious 
conjunftion of both in this time, if the truth and faithfuinefs 
pf God were not his church's fecurity. 

CONSID-V. 

SHOULD it not feero ftrange, and fuch as no reafon can 
truely anfwer, why in thefe times kings and great men of 
the earth have given their power to fupport the Romifli in- 
tereft, when this fo vifibly is deftruftive to the juft right, and 
intereft of all magiftrates, but that we fee it is of God, ia 
giving them fo far up in his fecret judgment, until the Scrips 
lure be fulfilled, as is clear. Rev. xvii. 17. for it is fure, 
otherwife thefe things cannot be hid from their eyes. 

I. That as the grandeur of the Romifli church greW up, 
how the kings of the earth by giving their power thereto, 
■ ioft their own, and by their concurrence in this defign were 
no lefs evidently depreffed than the other raifedj fo as all, 
who look in on the hiftory of fuch^imes, may clearly fee the 
jfeveral fteps of the Pope*8 advance, in coming to his height, 
and of the empire's declining and fall, both in the ea/lem 
an^ wcftem p^rts, moft yifibly meet in one and the fam^ hif** 
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tory: Yea thus, how quickly magiftracy, and the power 
thereof was turned to an image and fliadow, that it could * 
not further live and aft, but as it was enlivened with the 
Romifli breath J yea, how quickly, in a few ages after tho- 
cas, the greateft of the weftem emperors were forced to bow 
at the Pope's feet; fo as Henry the IV. was put to ftand 
three d^ys in the cold winter bare-footed at the Pope's gates, 
ere he could be reconciled, upon fome pretended quarrel, he 
had againft him; yea, the Popifli writers account it their 
honour to tell the world how Frederick Barbarofla, the firft 
emperor of that name, was made to lay his neck under Pope 
Alexander's feet, until he trampled thereon, blafphemoufly 
making ufe of that. Scripture, Pfal. xci. that thus he would 
tread upon the Hon and the dragon^ before he could obtain his 
fon's liberty then in prifon in Venice, and at the Pope's dif- 
pofing. And here we may have a confpicuous commentary 
on that Scripture, % Theff. ii. 3. that this let, which was to , 
be taken out of the way of the man of fin's being revealed as 
is there foretold, was not the heathen empire of Rome only, 
but the Roman empire in its integrity and ftrength, even af^ 
ter it was Chriftian. 

2. It is undeniable from the Romifli doftrine and princi- 
ples, that power th^ Pope and rulers of their church own to 
dethrone kings, and transfer their kingdoms to others, and s 
by their interdiftion to loofe fubjefts from any tie or alle- 
giance to their prince, to bind or loofe men's confciences, 
as they find their own intereft ftand; and by that plenitude 
of the church's power, to exempt ecclefiafl;ic perfons from 
the laws of magiftrates, fo as they may not be judged by 
thefe, for the moft horrid and notorious crimes, which the 
civil power ought to punifti ; whilft their church immuni- 
ties are a city of refuge for retreat. 

3. And, as the Romifli religion ftrikes at the very root of 
piety and godlinefs, when by the Pope's power, yea, of ordi- 
iiary priefts, it can difpenfe with the moft horrid adls of 
wickednefs, murder, adultery, rapes, inceft, fodomy, and 
hath their rates ftated at what price they can purchafe a ful^ 
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jtbfolution for the fame; fo doth it thus no lefs vifibly ftrikc 
at the greateft fecurity of government, and that which found- 
eth the ftrongeft obligations to all civil jand moral duties, 
v^hich is to have the awe and regard of religion kept up in 
a nation. . 

4. It is clear alfp, how the Romifh do£lrine fubverts 
truth and righteoufnefs amongft men, which is tht greateft 
fecurity of all perfonal interefts, when it avowedly warrants 
equivocation, both in oaths and words, and in fuch doubtful 
terms to fwear, as may be direftly contrary to the intention 
of the judge requiring the fame; fo a§ an oath in judgment 
cannot be the end of controvcrfy; yea, by th^ir doftrine ex^ 
prefsly teach alfo, tliat a man is not bound to repent prefently 
Ibr the moft heinous fins, but is only neceflary In tne laft 
extreme of life. - 

5. Are not the principles of the Romifh religion, fuch as 
are vilibly deftrudive even to human fociety, in fo profefled 
owning, under a pretended zeal againft herefy, (for fuch is 
the doftrine of Chrift unto them) thofe prodigies of cruelty 
which we ihould think human nature, though corrupt, could 
not but tremble at, without being transformed into the very 
image of the devil? Such as the French and Irifh maflacres, 
the Netherland perfecution, under the duke of Alva; the 
Spaniih inquifition, and thofe bloody years under Queen 
Mary's reign in England, do before all tlie world witnefs; 
yea, it is obvious, how no cruelty, even of the heathens in 
the firft times of the church, can ahnoft be found to paral- 
lel with the Popiih cruelty, where they can have a door o- 
pened for this. Oh! that it fhould be fo little feen and laid to 
heart at this day, how the comhion intereft and concern of 
all princes and magiftrates, even upon their own civil rights, 
is to contend againft this greateft adverfary, that ever Jefus 
Chrift had upon the earth, and, if now it be not believed, 
faddeft experience may yet make this clear, that in thofe 
parts, where the truth hath been received and embraced, and 
by the good hand of the Lord refcued from the yoke and do- 
|Uinion of Antichrift, that it is fure the fecurity of the 
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church and commonwealth is there ncceflarily conjoined fo^ 
that, if the Proteftant intereft fliould wear out, and the truth 
decline, the land cannot poflibly be fafe, where once this 
had been received. 

The Romifli intereft now feems to gain ground, yea a 
ft range and unufual conjunfltion to promote that way 5 but 
it is well, we know a more bleiTed and infallible fccurity, 
than outward appearances to reft upon : and with that aflu" 
r?nce, as we: can be perfuaded of an eternal falvation by 
^efus Chrift. It is fure alfo, 

1. That the vidtory and decifion of this war (hall be 01^ 
the Lamb's fide,- and thofe that are with him muft over- 
come, when the living God h^th paffed his word thereupon, 
to his church; and though we may fet uo bounds, as to any 
particular- time, we have folid ground to believe that a more 
remarkable ftrofce, above all that hath been hitherto, haften- 
cth upon the kingdom of Antichrift. 

2. That whofoever withdraw, and think it their intereft 
now to keep a diftance in any adventuring for the truth^ 
yet light and deliverance fliall arife to the church from anoth- 
er airth; but this {hall not be their efcape and outgat5<^ea 
though it feem a ftrange contradiftion to fenfe and reafon, 
it is to be the matter of our faith, that afluredly now the 

' rife and advance of the reformed church is on foot, and her 
fliarpeft conflifts and wreftUngs muft tend thereto. 

3. Though the fpirit of interceflion and prayer may be 
too difcernibly found under a lad reftraint, as to what hath 
been in former times in the church; yet it is fure, that 
many prayers and groans once put up by an innumerable 
company who now are in heaven, in behalf of the church, 
and for that folemn day of Babylon's fall, yet waits and ftill 
cries before the throne ; fuch prayers, wherein they had 
greateft accefs and liberty by the help of the fpirit, for 
pouring out their fouls thus before the Lord. 

^ 4. It is fure we are to believe that inftruments fliall be 
yet raifed, and called for that end, with a marvellous ap- 
pearance of God upon them, to execute the judgment writ* ^ 
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ten againft this adverfary; and O what a blefled, and hon- 
ourable fervicc fhall it be! 

5. Should this not otherwifc be made out, but through 
a fca of blood, and wounding the heads over many coun- 
tries, yea in a way (as we have cleared; ground to judge) 
which human reafon could never reach. It is fure, this can- 
not be wanting, and when the God of truth hath faid, fuch 
an enemy Ihall be brcJught down, his couniel muft ftand, 
though all the kingdoms of the earth ftood in the way 
thereof; Oh! at what a rate do thefe now run themfelves in 
the way of his wrath and vengeance, and to be partakers of 
the fame plagues ^ih Antichrift, who yet will not ceafc, 
from giving their power to fupport that accurfed and falling 
intefeft. 

FINIS. 
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